
Read Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg
Address.Four Score And Seven Years Ago
Our Fathers Brought Forth On
Read Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. Four score and seven years ago our
fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty,
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. This iconic
opening line of Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address encapsulates the
profound historical significance, enduring message, and timeless relevance of
one of the most celebrated speeches in American history. Delivered on
November 19, 1863, during the American Civil War, Lincoln’s speech not only
commemorated the fallen soldiers at the Battle of Gettysburg but also
redefined the purpose of the United States and its foundational ideals.

In this comprehensive article, we will delve into the origins, historical
context, key themes, and lasting impact of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.
Whether you are a history enthusiast, a student, or simply interested in
understanding the profound words of one of America's greatest leaders, this
detailed exploration will illuminate the enduring significance of Lincoln’s
speech.

---

Historical Context of the Gettysburg Address

The Civil War and the Battle of Gettysburg
The American Civil War (1861-1865) was a defining conflict that pitted the
Northern states (Union) against the Southern states (Confederacy) over issues
such as states’ rights and slavery. The Battle of Gettysburg, fought from
July 1 to July 3, 1863, was one of the war's most pivotal battles, resulting
in a Union victory that turned the tide against the Confederacy.

- The Battle of Gettysburg was the bloodiest battle of the Civil War, with
over 50,000 soldiers killed, wounded, or missing.
- It marked a significant turning point, boosting Union morale and
diminishing Confederate hopes of victory.
- The battle site, located in Pennsylvania, became a symbol of national
sacrifice and unity.

The Dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery
Following the battle, the Union government established the Soldiers' National
Cemetery in Gettysburg to honor the fallen soldiers. President Abraham



Lincoln was invited to deliver a dedication speech for the cemetery, which
was scheduled for November 19, 1863.

- The occasion was originally intended as a brief ceremony.
- Lincoln’s speech, however, would become a historic address that redefined
the nation’s ideals.

---

The Content and Key Themes of the Gettysburg
Address

The Opening: Honoring the Fallen
Lincoln begins by acknowledging the significance of the occasion:

> “Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this
continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are created equal.”

- "Four score and seven years ago" refers to 87 years prior, roughly 1776,
the year of American independence.
- The phrase emphasizes the deep historical roots of the nation’s founding
principles.
- Lincoln pays homage to the founding fathers’ vision of liberty and
equality.

The Civil War as a Test of the Nation's Ideals
Lincoln describes the Civil War as a "great civil war" that tests whether a
nation founded on such lofty ideals can endure:

> “Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or
any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.”

He underscores the importance of perseverance and unity in preserving the
nation’s core values.

The Purpose of the Civil War and the Role of the
Living
Lincoln emphasizes that the Civil War is a test of whether a nation built on
equality and liberty can survive:

> “It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished



work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.”

- The speech calls upon the living to continue the work of those who
sacrificed their lives.
- Lincoln urges dedication to the principles of equality and liberty.

The Dedication of the Cemetery and the
Memorialization of the Fallen
Lincoln recognizes the significance of the cemetery’s dedication and the
fallen soldiers’ sacrifice:

> “It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.”

He frames the act of remembrance as a moral duty and a solemn obligation.

The Declaration of Equality and the Reaffirmation of
American Ideals
One of the most famous lines from the Gettysburg Address is:

> “That this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom — and that
government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish
from the earth.”

- This statement encapsulates Lincoln’s vision of a renewed commitment to
democracy and equality.
- It emphasizes the enduring nature of government rooted in the will of the
people.

---

Impact and Significance of the Gettysburg
Address

Reinforcing the Union Cause
Lincoln’s speech served to rally the Union cause by framing the Civil War as
a moral struggle to uphold the nation’s founding principles.

- It shifted the focus from mere military victory to the preservation of
democracy.
- The speech inspired Union soldiers and citizens alike to endure hardships.



Redefining American Identity
The Gettysburg Address helped redefine American identity by emphasizing:

- Equality of all men, regardless of race or background.
- The importance of a government accountable to the people.
- The idea that liberty and democracy are universal ideals worth defending.

Enduring Legacy and Influence
Lincoln’s words have become a cornerstone of American political rhetoric and
identity.

- The phrase “government of the people, by the people, for the people” is
often quoted in political speeches and debates.
- The address is studied worldwide as an embodiment of democratic ideals.
- It continues to inspire movements for civil rights and social justice.

Preservation and Memorialization
The Gettysburg Address is inscribed on the walls of the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, D.C., symbolizing its importance in American history.

---

Key Takeaways from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg
Address
To understand the enduring relevance of Lincoln’s speech, here are the key
points:

1. Foundation of the Nation: The United States was founded on principles of
liberty and equality.
2. Civil War as a Test: The conflict was a moral test of whether a nation
built on such ideals could survive.
3. Sacrifice and Dedication: The soldiers’ sacrifices must inspire ongoing
dedication to the nation’s core values.
4. New Birth of Freedom: The Civil War provides an opportunity for a renewed
commitment to liberty and equality.
5. Enduring Democracy: The government must remain a government “of the
people, by the people, for the people.”

---



Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address remains one of the most eloquent and
powerful expressions of American ideals. Its themes of sacrifice, unity,
equality, and democracy continue to resonate today, reminding us of the
enduring principles upon which the nation was founded. Lincoln’s words serve
as a moral compass and a call to action for all Americans to uphold the
values of liberty and justice.

As we reflect on Lincoln’s speech, it is crucial to recognize its role in
shaping the American identity and inspiring generations to pursue a more
perfect union. Whether commemorating the fallen or reaffirming our commitment
to democracy, the Gettysburg Address endures as a testament to the resilience
and moral purpose of the United States.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the phrase 'Four score
and seven years ago' in Lincoln's Gettysburg
Address?
The phrase refers to 87 years prior to the speech in 1863, which points back
to 1776, the year of American Independence. Lincoln uses it to emphasize the
nation's founding principles and the enduring legacy of liberty.

How does Lincoln's Gettysburg Address redefine the
purpose of the Civil War?
Lincoln emphasizes that the war is a struggle to ensure that 'all men are
created equal' and to preserve the nation dedicated to that principle,
honoring those who fought and died for liberty and equality.

What is the central message of the Gettysburg
Address?
The central message is a call to dedicate ourselves to the unfinished work of
those who fought at Gettysburg, ensuring that government remains a government



of the people, by the people, for the people.

How long is Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, and why is
its brevity significant?
The speech is approximately two minutes long and about 272 words. Its brevity
makes it powerful and memorable, emphasizing the importance of concise,
impactful language in inspiring unity and purpose.

In what ways did Lincoln's Gettysburg Address
influence American national identity?
It reinforced the ideals of liberty, equality, and national unity, shaping
American identity by reminding citizens of the founding principles and
inspiring commitment to those values during a time of crisis.

What historical context surrounds the delivery of
the Gettysburg Address?
Lincoln delivered the address during the dedication of the Soldiers' National
Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, shortly after one of the bloodiest
battles of the Civil War, emphasizing the need to honor fallen soldiers and
preserve the Union.

Additional Resources
Read Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. Four score and seven years ago our
fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty,
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

---

An In-Depth Analysis of Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address

The Gettysburg Address is one of the most iconic speeches in American
history, renowned for its brevity, eloquence, and profound moral gravity.
Delivered by President Abraham Lincoln during the American Civil War on
November 19, 1863, at the dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, this speech encapsulates the core ideals of the
nation and redefines the purpose of the Civil War. In this comprehensive
guide, we will explore the historical context, analyze the speech’s structure
and language, and reflect on its enduring significance.

---

Historical Context of the Gettysburg Address



The Civil War and its Toll

By late 1863, the United States was embroiled in its most divisive
conflict—the Civil War. The Battle of Gettysburg (July 1–3, 1863) was a
turning point, resulting in a significant Union victory and marking the
beginning of the Confederacy’s decline. The battle resulted in staggering
casualties, with thousands of soldiers killed or wounded, leaving the nation
in mourning.

The Purpose of the Speech

President Lincoln was invited to deliver remarks at the dedication of the new
cemetery, but he sought to elevate the occasion beyond mere commemorations.
His goal was to honor the fallen soldiers and to remind the nation of its
founding principles—particularly liberty and equality—while emphasizing the
ongoing struggle to uphold those ideals.

The Significance of the Location

Gettysburg had become a symbol of national sacrifice, and Lincoln’s speech
helped transform the battlefield into a sacred site for collective
remembrance. The address aimed to reconcile a nation torn apart and to
reaffirm the moral purpose of the Union cause.

---

The Structure of the Gettysburg Address

Concise Yet Powerful

The speech is famously brief—just about two minutes long—yet it contains
dense layers of meaning. Its structure can be broken down into several key
parts:

1. Introduction (The Opening Words)
2. Historical Reflection ("Four score and seven years ago...")
3. Present Purpose ("Now we are engaged in a great civil war...")
4. Reaffirmation of Values ("It is for us the living...")
5. Call to Action and Conclusion ("That this nation...")

Thematic Breakdown

- Historical Roots: Tracing back to the founding of the nation.
- Civil War and Sacrifice: Recognizing those who fought and died.
- Reaffirming Equality and Liberty: Emphasizing core American ideals.
- Renewed Dedication: Committing to the unfinished work of the Union.
- Universal Significance: Framing the conflict as a test of whether a nation
dedicated to equality can endure.

---



Detailed Line-by-Line Analysis

Opening and Historical Context

"Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent,
a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all
men are created equal."

- "Four score and seven years ago" — A poetic way of saying 87 years earlier
(1863 - 87 = 1776). Lincoln references the Declaration of Independence,
establishing the founding principles of the nation.
- "Our fathers" — Refers to the Founding Fathers, emphasizing a shared
heritage.
- "Conceived in Liberty" — Highlights the revolutionary ideals that birthed
the nation.
- "Dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal" — The core
moral principle, setting the moral tone for the rest of the speech.

The Present and the Civil War

"Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any
nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure."

- Lincoln acknowledges the ongoing civil war as a test of the nation’s
foundational ideals.
- The phrase "so conceived and so dedicated" reinforces the importance of the
original principles.

Honoring the Fallen

"We are gathered here on a great battlefield of that war."

- Recognizes the significance of Gettysburg as a site of sacrifice.
- Emphasizes the collective act of remembrance.

"It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this."

- Affirms the appropriateness of dedicating the cemetery and honoring the
fallen.

The Mortality and Sacrifice

"But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate — we cannot consecrate — we
cannot hallow — this ground."

- Indicates that the soldiers’ sacrifice has already sanctified the
battlefield.
- The emphasis on "larger sense" underscores the idea that the sacrifice
elevates the land itself.

"The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far



above our poor power to add or detract."

- Their actions imbue the ground with sacredness—more meaningful than any
formal dedication.

The Living’s Responsibility

"It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished
work..."

- Assigns responsibility to the living to continue the work of preserving the
Union and its ideals.

"That from these honored dead we take increased devotion..."

- Uses the sacrifices of soldiers as motivation for renewed commitment.

The National Purpose

"That this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom..."

- Introduces the idea of a moral and spiritual renewal.
- "Under God" adds a divine endorsement to the cause.

"And that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth."

- The most famous line, reaffirming the democratic principles that underpin
the nation.
- Emphasizes the importance of government derived from the people’s will.

---

Key Themes and Messages

Equality and Human Rights

Lincoln’s emphasis on the proposition that all men are created equal
reaffirms the core American ideals of liberty and equality. Despite the
nation’s struggles, these principles remain central.

Sacrifice and Remembrance

The soldiers’ sacrifices serve as a moral touchstone for the nation’s
identity and future.

The Continuity of the American Experiment

Lincoln frames the Civil War as a test of whether the nation’s founding
ideals can survive the current crisis.



Moral and Spiritual Renewal

By invoking "under God," Lincoln appeals to shared moral values and the
divine support of the nation’s cause.

Democracy’s Endurance

The closing line underscores the importance of preserving democratic
governance for future generations.

---

The Legacy and Significance of the Gettysburg Address

Literary Impact

- The address is celebrated for its eloquence, brevity, and poetic rhythm.
- Its use of parallelism, repetition, and biblical diction enhances its
memorability and emotional power.

Political and Cultural Influence

- Reinforced the Union cause and redefined the moral purpose of the Civil
War.
- Inspired future generations to value liberty, equality, and democratic
governance.

Enduring Relevance

- Continues to be cited in discussions about American identity, civil rights,
and the moral responsibilities of citizens.
- Serves as a reminder that the nation’s founding ideals require ongoing
commitment and sacrifice.

---

Final Reflection

Read Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address and reflect on how a speech of just
272 words can encapsulate a nation’s hopes, sacrifices, and moral
commitments. Its enduring power lies in its ability to connect the sacrifices
of those who fought to the foundational principles of liberty and equality,
inspiring Americans for generations to come.

Whether viewed as a historical document or a moral clarion call, the
Gettysburg Address remains a testament to the enduring ideals that define the
United States of America.
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