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In the realm of literary tributes to iconic figures of the Civil Rights Movement, Alice Walker’s work
stands out due to its profound emotional depth and powerful messaging. Her tribute, "Choice: A
Tribute To Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.," offers readers a poignant reflection on Dr. King's legacy, his
unwavering commitment to justice, and the enduring relevance of his teachings. This excerpt, at the
moment, captures the essence of Walker’'s admiration and the ongoing struggle for equality, inspiring
new generations to reflect on the sacrifices made and the path forward.

Understanding Alice Walker's Tribute to Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

Alice Walker, a celebrated author and activist, has long been associated with advocating for civil
rights, social justice, and human dignity. Her tribute to Dr. King is a testament to her deep respect
and admiration for his leadership. Through her compelling words, she not only honors his memory but
also emphasizes the importance of choosing love, nonviolence, and perseverance in the face of
adversity.

The Context of "Choice"

Walker’s tribute, titled "Choice," underscores the fundamental decisions that individuals and societies
face when confronting injustice. It highlights how Dr. King’s life exemplified the power of choosing
love over hate, peace over violence, and hope over despair. The excerpt reflects on the pivotal
moments in Dr. King’s life, his unwavering commitments, and the moral choices that defined his
legacy.

The Significance of the Excerpt

The excerpt is significant because it distills complex ideas about morality, courage, and human rights
into accessible, emotionally resonant language. It invites readers to consider their own choices and
the collective responsibility to continue the fight for justice. Walker’s poetic prose captures the spirit
of Dr. King’s message, urging us to reflect on how individual decisions can influence societal change.



Key Themes in Alice Walker’s Tribute

Walker's tribute touches on several core themes that remain deeply relevant today:

1. The Power of Choice

- Every individual faces choices that shape their destiny and the world around them.
- The importance of choosing love, compassion, and nonviolence.
- Recognizing the moral responsibility to stand against injustice.

2. Courage and Sacrifice

- Dr. King’s life as an embodiment of courage amidst adversity.
- The sacrifices made by civil rights leaders to secure justice.
- Encouraging readers to find their own courage in facing societal challenges.

3. Nonviolent Resistance

- The effectiveness of nonviolent protest as exemplified by Dr. King.
- The importance of peaceful resistance in achieving social change.
- How nonviolence remains a powerful tool today.

4. The Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

- His influence on civil rights globally.
- How his teachings continue to inspire activism.
- The ongoing relevance of his message in contemporary society.

Analyzing the Literary Style of Alice Walker’s Tribute

Walker’s writing style in this excerpt is characterized by poetic lyricism, emotional intensity, and
moral clarity. Her use of vivid imagery and heartfelt language serves to engage readers deeply and
evoke empathy.

Literary Devices Used

- Metaphors and Similes: To illustrate complex ideas about morality and choice.
- Repetition: Emphasizing key messages such as the importance of love and nonviolence.
- Personal Voice: Establishing an intimate connection with the reader.



The Impact of Her Style

Walker’s style amplifies the emotional weight of her message, making the tribute not just an
intellectual reflection but a visceral experience. Her poetic approach helps to memorialize Dr. King’s
ideals while inspiring individual action.

Historical and Cultural Significance of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.

To fully appreciate Walker’s tribute, it's essential to understand Dr. King’s historical context and
cultural significance.

Early Life and Activism

- Born in 1929 in Atlanta, Georgia.
- Became a prominent leader in the Civil Rights Movement.
- Led key campaigns such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the March on Washington.

Core Principles

- Nonviolent resistance inspired by Mahatma Gandhi.
- Emphasis on love, forgiveness, and moral integrity.
- Vision of racial equality and social justice.

Achievements and Legacy

- Nobel Peace Prize recipient in 1964.
- Spearheaded landmark legislation like the Civil Rights Act.
- His "I Have a Dream" speech remains a symbol of hope and aspiration.

The Relevance of Dr. King’s Message in Today’s World

Walker’s tribute underscores that Dr. King's teachings are more relevant than ever.

Contemporary Civil Rights Issues

- Racial profiling and systemic inequality.
- Economic disparities affecting marginalized communities.
- Police brutality and criminal justice reform.



Lessons from Dr. King for Modern Activism

- The importance of peaceful protest and dialogue.
- Building coalitions across diverse groups.
- Persisting through adversity with moral conviction.

How Walker’s Tribute Inspires Action Today

- Encourages individuals to make moral choices aligned with justice.
- Reminds us that collective action begins with personal decisions.
- Inspires ongoing activism rooted in compassion and nonviolence.

The Impact of "Choice" as a Literary Tribute

Walker’s "Choice" is not just a tribute but a call to action. Its impact can be analyzed on multiple
levels:

Emotional Resonance

- Evokes empathy and moral reflection.
- Connects personal choices to societal change.

Educational Value

- Serves as a teaching tool about Dr. King’s philosophy.
- Reinforces the importance of moral decision-making.

Inspirational Power

- Motivates individuals to embody Dr. King's principles.
- Fosters a sense of responsibility and hope.

How to Engage with Alice Walker’s Tribute

For readers interested in fully engaging with Walker’s tribute, consider the following approaches:



Reflective Reading

- Contemplate your own moral choices.
- Think about how the themes relate to current societal issues.

Discussion and Debate

- Share insights with community groups or educational settings.
- Discuss the relevance of Dr. King’s message today.

Active Participation

- Participate in social justice initiatives.
- Advocate for peaceful change within your community.

Conclusion: Embracing the Spirit of Choice and Justice

Alice Walker’s excerpt from "Choice: A Tribute To Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr." at the moment
encapsulates a timeless message: the power of choice in shaping a just world. Her poetic tribute
reminds us that the legacy of Dr. King is not merely historical but a living call to action—challenging
each of us to choose love over hate, peace over violence, and hope over despair. As we reflect on her
words, let us be inspired to honor Dr. King’s memory by making moral choices every day that
contribute to the ongoing quest for equality, justice, and human dignity.

Further Reading and Resources

- "The Autobiography of Martin Luther King Jr." by Martin Luther King Jr.

- "Walking with the Wind" by John Lewis

- Civil Rights Movement history documentaries

- Organizations promoting nonviolent activism, such as the Southern Poverty Law Center and the
NAACP

By engaging deeply with Walker’s tribute and understanding the profound legacy of Dr. King, we can
continue to foster a more equitable and compassionate society.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of Alice Walker's excerpt from
'‘Choice: A Tribute To Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr."?

The main theme is the importance of making conscious choices inspired by Dr. King's legacy to
promote justice, equality, and moral integrity.

How does Alice Walker describe the significance of Dr. King’s
leadership in the excerpt?

Walker highlights Dr. King's unwavering commitment to nonviolent resistance and his ability to inspire
collective moral action, emphasizing his pivotal role in the civil rights movement.

What does the excerpt suggest about the concept of 'choice’
in relation to social justice?

The excerpt emphasizes that individuals have the power and responsibility to choose justice and
righteousness, echoing Dr. King's message that moral choices shape societal progress.

How does Alice Walker connect personal responsibility to the
broader fight for equality in the excerpt?

Walker encourages readers to recognize their personal agency in making ethical decisions that
contribute to social change, aligning personal choices with the collective struggle for justice.

What literary devices does Alice Walker use in this excerpt to
convey her message?

Walker employs vivid imagery, rhetorical questions, and emotional appeals to engage readers and
emphasize the importance of conscious moral choices.

In what way does the excerpt reflect on the ongoing relevance
of Dr. King’s teachings?

Walker suggests that Dr. King’s principles are timeless and continue to serve as a guiding light for
current and future struggles for justice and equality.

How does the title 'At The Moment' influence the
interpretation of Alice Walker’'s message?

The phrase 'At The Moment' emphasizes the urgency and immediacy of making moral choices today,
reinforcing the idea that the fight for justice is ongoing and requires present action.

What call to action does Alice Walker make in this excerpt



regarding the legacy of Dr. King?

Walker urges readers to honor Dr. King's legacy by actively choosing to stand for justice and equality
in their own lives, thereby continuing his work through their actions.

Additional Resources

Read The Excerpt From "Choice: A Tribute To Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr." By Alice Walker.At The
Moment is a compelling piece that invites readers into a profound reflection on the legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., through Alice Walker’s poetic and introspective lens. This excerpt not only
honors the civil rights leader but also explores themes of choice, sacrifice, hope, and collective
responsibility. In this guide, we will delve into the rich layers of Walker's tribute, unpacking its literary
elements, contextual significance, and enduring messages. Whether you're analyzing it for academic
purposes, personal reflection, or a deeper appreciation of civil rights history, this article offers a
comprehensive breakdown of the excerpt’s core themes and stylistic nuances.

Understanding the Context of the Excerpt
The Significance of Alice Walker’s Tribute

Alice Walker, renowned for her literary contributions including The Color Purple, has long been a voice
of social justice, empathy, and cultural consciousness. Her tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., titled
"Choice", is a poetic reflection that honors his legacy while contemplating the ongoing struggle for
equality. The excerpt in question likely captures Walker’s poetic response in the aftermath of King’s
assassination or during moments of collective reflection on his impact.

The Role of "Choice" in Civil Rights Discourse

The central motif of "choice" in this tribute underscores the agency individuals and society possess in
shaping history. Walker’s focus on choice emphasizes that the fight for justice is not just a matter of
external circumstances but also internal decisions—each person’s capacity to act with courage,

compassion, and conviction. This perspective aligns with King’s own teachings on moral responsibility
and nonviolent resistance.

Literary Elements in Alice Walker’s Excerpt

Poetic Style and Language

Walker’s writing in this excerpt is characterized by:

- Vivid imagery that evokes emotional responses and visual engagement.

- Metaphorical language that elevates abstract concepts like hope, sacrifice, and destiny.
- Repetition and rhythm that reinforce the core messages and create a lyrical flow.

- Personal tone, fostering intimacy between the writer and the reader.

Key Literary Devices



- Symbolism: For example, references to light and darkness often symbolize hope versus despair.

- Alliteration: Repetition of consonant sounds to enhance musicality.

- Juxtaposition: Comparing moments of courage with moments of doubt highlights the complexity of
moral choices.

- Anaphora: Repetition of phrases at the beginning of lines to emphasize themes.

Structural Analysis of the Excerpt

Breakdown by Sections or Stanzas

While the full excerpt may vary, typical structural elements include:

- Introduction: A reflection on the significance of Dr. King's leadership and sacrifice.

- Middle: Personal or collective acknowledgment of ongoing struggles, emphasizing that the fight
remains relevant.

- Conclusion: A call to action or hope, urging readers to recognize their own power to choose justice.
Thematic Progression

- From remembrance of the past to present realities.

- From individual responsibility to collective action.
- From mourning to hope and renewal.

Major Themes Explored in the Excerpt

1. The Power of Choice

Walker emphasizes that history is shaped by the choices individuals make. She suggests that:
- Every act of courage, no matter how small, contributes to the larger movement.

- The legacy of Dr. King is sustained by ongoing choices rooted in love and justice.

- The present moment demands conscious decisions to uphold his vision.

2. Sacrifice and Remembrance

Walker reflects on the sacrifices made by King and others, contemplating:

- The personal cost of activism.

- The importance of remembering sacrifices to inspire current and future generations.
- How sacrifice is intertwined with hope and moral conviction.

3. Hope and Resilience

Despite challenges, Walker champions resilience, emphasizing that:

- Hope is an active choice, not just passive optimism.
- Facing adversity requires a collective commitment to perseverance.



- The struggle for justice is ongoing but achievable through intentional action.
4. Collective Responsibility
Walker urges readers to see themselves as integral to the ongoing fight, highlighting that:

- Change requires community effort.
- Every individual has a role—whether through activism, education, or everyday kindness.
- Justice is a shared human responsibility.

Practical Takeaways and Reflection
How to Engage With the Excerpt

- Reflect on personal choices: Consider how your actions align with the ideals conveyed.

- Identify moments of inspiration: Recognize instances where hope and resilience have influenced
your life.

- Participate in ongoing activism: Find ways to contribute to social justice efforts aligned with the
themes.

Questions for Deeper Thought

- How does Walker’s portrayal of choice resonate with your understanding of moral responsibility?
- In what ways does the excerpt challenge or reinforce your perceptions of justice and activism?
- How can you incorporate the themes of resilience and hope into your daily life?

Conclusion: The Enduring Message of Alice Walker’s Tribute

Read The Excerpt From "Choice: A Tribute To Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr." By Alice Walker.At The
Moment serves as a powerful reminder that the legacy of Dr. King is alive through the choices we
make today. Walker’s poetic tribute encourages us to reflect on our own moral agency, emphasizing
that even in the face of adversity, hope and resilience are within our grasp. Her words inspire us to
honor King’s memory by actively participating in the ongoing pursuit of justice, compassion, and
equality. This excerpt challenges us to see ourselves as part of a larger story—one shaped by choice,
sacrifice, and unwavering hope for a better future.

In essence, Alice Walker’s tribute is not merely a reflection on the past but a call to action in the
present. By understanding and internalizing its themes, we can continue King's legacy and contribute
to a more just and compassionate world.
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