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Billy Collins’s poem "Introduction To Poetry" is a compelling exploration of
how we approach and experience poetry. The excerpt "I Ask Them To Take
Poemand Hold It Up" exemplifies Collins’s distinctive voice and his desire to
shift the reader’s perspective from viewing poetry as an academic exercise to
an intimate, sensory experience. In this article, we will delve into the
themes, literary devices, and significance of this excerpt, providing a
comprehensive understanding of Collins’s approach to teaching and
experiencing poetry.

Understanding Billy Collins’s "Introduction To
Poetry"

The Purpose and Themes of the Poem
Billy Collins’s "Introduction To Poetry" is a reflective piece that questions
conventional methods of teaching poetry. Collins advocates for engaging with
poetry on a visceral level rather than merely analyzing it intellectually.
The core themes include:

Experiential Engagement: Encouraging readers to feel and see the poetry
rather than dissect it.

Imagination and Sensory Perception: Emphasizing the importance of
sensory experiences in understanding poetry.

Rejection of Rigid Criticism: Critiquing overly analytical or
prescriptive methods of interpreting poetry.

Respect for the Reader’s Experience: Inviting the reader to participate
actively and personally with the poem.



Collins’s Teaching Philosophy
Billy Collins, both as a poet and a teacher, believes poetry should evoke
emotions and images rather than merely serve as an intellectual puzzle. His
approach encourages students and readers to:

Look at poetry with curiosity and openness.1.

Engage the senses to uncover meanings.2.

Allow personal interpretation rather than seeking one "correct" answer.3.

Enjoy the beauty and mystery inherent in poetic language.4.

Analysis of the Excerpt: "I Ask Them To Take
Poemand Hold It Up"

Context and Significance
This excerpt captures Collins’s attempt to demonstrate how poetry should be
experienced. Instead of treating a poem as a code to decode, Collins invites
students to handle the poem as a tangible object—"Hold It Up"—to appreciate
its physical and emotional qualities.

Literary Devices in the Excerpt
Collins employs various literary devices to reinforce his message:

Imagery: Vivid descriptions encourage sensory engagement. For example,
"Hold It Up" suggests a visual and tactile approach.

Imperative Tone: Commands like "Take Poemand Hold It Up" serve to
actively involve the reader, making the experience participatory.

Metaphor: The poem itself becomes a physical object that can be held,
examined, and appreciated beyond mere words.

Repetition: The repetition of "Take" emphasizes action and engagement.



Interpretation of the Instructions
The phrase "Take Poemand Hold It Up" signifies a shift from passive reading
to active exploration. Collins suggests:

Viewing poetry as a three-dimensional experience.1.

Using physical interaction to discover meaning—perhaps reading aloud,2.
feeling the rhythm, or visualizing the imagery.

Appreciating the poem’s form and language as tangible, worthy of close3.
inspection.

This approach encourages readers to think beyond traditional academic
analysis and instead immerse themselves in the sensory and emotional
qualities of poetry.

The Impact of Collins’s Approach on Readers and
Critics

Encouraging Personal Connection
Collins’s method fosters a personal relationship between the reader and the
poem. Instead of seeking abstract or technical interpretations, readers are
prompted to:

Engage their senses and emotions.

Make personal associations with the imagery and themes.

Find their own meanings rather than relying solely on authoritative
analysis.

Challenging Traditional Literary Criticism
The excerpt and Collins’s philosophy challenge traditional academic
perspectives that often prioritize dissecting poetry over experiencing it. By
advocating for a tactile and emotional approach, Collins democratizes poetry,
making it accessible and meaningful to a broader audience.



The Role of the Teacher
In educational settings, Collins’s approach encourages teachers to:

Create a safe space for students to explore their interpretations.

Use active, participatory methods rather than solely lecture-based
instruction.

Highlight the aesthetic and sensory qualities of poetry.

Practical Applications of Collins’s Philosophy

For Students and Readers
To apply Collins’s insights, readers can:

Read poetry aloud to experience its rhythm and musicality.1.

Handle a physical copy of the poem, examining its structure and2.
language.

Pause to visualize imagery and evoke personal memories or feelings.3.

Avoid over-analyzing; instead, focus on what the poem evokes in them.4.

In Teaching Settings
Educators can incorporate Collins’s approach by:

Asking students to physically hold up or display poems.

Encouraging expressive reading and visual interpretation.

Facilitating discussions that emphasize personal responses over
technical critiques.

Using poetry as a means of emotional and sensory exploration.



Conclusion: Embracing the Sensory Experience of
Poetry

Billy Collins’s excerpt "I Ask Them To Take Poemand Hold It Up" epitomizes
his belief that poetry should be an immersive, sensory experience. Instead of
viewing poetry as a cryptic or purely intellectual pursuit, Collins advocates
for engaging with it physically, emotionally, and imaginatively. This
approach invites readers to see poetry as a living art form—something to be
held, felt, and experienced rather than merely analyzed.

By adopting Collins’s philosophy, both educators and readers can foster a
deeper appreciation for poetry’s beauty, mystery, and emotional power.
Whether through visual imagery, tactile interaction, or expressive reading,
experiencing poetry in a tangible way enriches understanding and transforms
the way we connect with poetic works. Ultimately, Collins’s excerpt reminds
us that poetry is not just to be studied, but to be embraced with all our
senses, making it a truly personal and memorable art form.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main message of Billy Collins's poem
'Introduction to Poetry'?
The poem emphasizes that poetry should be explored and appreciated through
experience and interpretation, rather than being forced into a strict
analytical framework.

How does Billy Collins suggest we approach reading
poetry in 'Introduction to Poetry'?
He encourages readers to 'hold it up and see,' suggesting that we should
engage with poetry openly and explore its meanings through personal
interaction, rather than trying to pin it down with rigid analysis.

What is the significance of the line 'I ask them to
take a poem and hold it up'?
This line highlights Collins's desire for readers to physically and
imaginatively engage with poetry, treating it as a tangible, experiential art



form rather than just an intellectual exercise.

How does Collins contrast the way students often
analyze poetry with the way he believes it should be
appreciated?
While students tend to dissect poems for technical details, Collins advocates
for experiencing poetry through sensory and emotional engagement, allowing
for a more genuine appreciation.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Introduction
to Poetry' and how do they enhance its message?
Collins uses imagery and metaphor, such as asking readers to 'hold it up' and
'see,' to emphasize the importance of direct engagement and personal
interpretation of poetry.

Why does Billy Collins use the metaphor of holding
up a poem in his poem?
The metaphor suggests that poetry should be examined closely and personally,
encouraging readers to explore its depth and beauty through active
participation.

In what way does 'Introduction to Poetry' challenge
traditional academic approaches to studying poetry?
It challenges the idea that poetry should only be analyzed through technical
dissection, advocating instead for an experiential approach that values
personal connection and enjoyment.

How can readers apply the ideas from Collins's
'Introduction to Poetry' to their own reading
habits?
Readers can approach poetry with curiosity and openness, focusing on feeling
and personal meaning rather than solely seeking technical analysis, thus
enriching their appreciation of poetry.

Additional Resources
Read The Excerpt From "Introduction To Poetry" By Billy Collins. I Ask Them
To Take Poem And Hold It Up

---



Unveiling the Subtle Art of Poetry: An In-Depth Analysis of Billy Collins’s
"Introduction To Poetry" Excerpt

Poetry, often regarded as an elusive art form, has long challenged both its
creators and its audience to decipher its mysteries. The excerpt from Billy
Collins’s "Introduction To Poetry," particularly the lines "I ask them to
take poem and hold it up," offers a compelling insight into the poet’s
philosophy—an approach that seeks to demystify poetry's complexities and
invite readers into a more engaged, tactile relationship with the art form.

In this investigative exploration, we will dissect the excerpt's
significance, contextualize Collins’s perspective within broader poetic
discourse, and examine how it influences both educators and readers alike.
This analysis aims to deepen understanding of Collins’s pedagogical approach
and the enduring relevance of his message in contemporary literary
conversations.

---

Contextualizing Billy Collins’s "Introduction
To Poetry"

Before delving into the excerpt itself, it is
essential to understand the background and
overarching themes of Collins’s "Introduction
To Poetry." First published as part of his 1991
collection, The Apple That Astonished Paris,
the poem exemplifies Collins’s characteristic
tone—accessible, witty, and insightful. It
stands as a response to traditional, often
rigid, methods of teaching poetry, advocating
for a more interactive and sensory engagement.

The poem’s tone is notably conversational,
almost as if Collins is speaking directly to



educators and students, urging a shift away
from viewing poetry as an object of reverence
or difficulty and towards an experience to be
explored and appreciated. Collins’s stance
aligns with his reputation as a poet who
democratizes poetry, breaking down barriers
that often render it inaccessible.

---

The Core of the Excerpt: "I Ask Them To Take
Poem And Hold It Up"

The central lines, "I ask them to take poem and
hold it up," encapsulate Collins’s pedagogical
philosophy. At face value, the phrase suggests
an act of physical engagement—literally holding
a poem in one’s hands. But symbolically, it
underscores an approach that emphasizes active
participation rather than passive consumption.

The Call for Tactile Engagement

Collins’s use of the phrase "hold it up"
invites readers and students to treat poetry as
a tangible, approachable object. Instead of
viewing poems as distant, abstract texts to be
analyzed solely through intellectual



dissection, Collins encourages a hands-on,
almost playful interaction. This approach
aligns with experiential learning
principles—engaging multiple senses and
faculties to deepen understanding.

Moving Beyond the Text

By asking students to "hold" a poem, Collins
underscores the importance of physical and
emotional connection to the material. This act
can involve:

- Reading aloud to capture rhythm and sound
- Annotating with personal notes, marking words
or phrases that resonate
- Visualizing imagery to foster mental pictures
- Expressing feelings evoked by the poem

The Pedagogical Implication

This excerpt advocates a shift from
traditional, lecture-based methods to a more
exploratory, student-centered approach. It
suggests that poetry's meaning isn’t solely in
its words but also in the reader’s interaction
with it. Collins’s emphasis on "holding up" the
poem encourages teachers to foster curiosity
and personal engagement, transforming poetry
from an academic subject into a personal



experience.

---

Deconstructing the Metaphor: What Does "Hold It
Up" Truly Signify?

The phrase "hold it up" functions as a powerful
metaphor with multiple layers of
interpretation:

1. Empowerment of the Reader

Holding a poem up signifies giving agency to
the reader. It shifts the power from the poet
or teacher to the individual, emphasizing that
understanding and appreciating poetry is an
active, personal process.

2. Examination and Reflection

Physically holding up a poem can represent
scrutinizing it from multiple angles—literally
lifting it to see it in new light,
metaphorically encouraging fresh perspectives.

3. Celebration and Appreciation



"Hold it up" can also imply showcasing the poem
proudly, celebrating its beauty, complexity,
and emotional depth. It suggests that poetry
should be valued and appreciated rather than
merely analyzed.

4. Accessibility and Approachability

The act of holding something up makes it more
approachable, less intimidating. Collins’s
imagery reduces the perceived barrier between
the reader and the poem, fostering a sense of
intimacy.

---

Educational Implications: A Pedagogical
Revolution

Collins’s excerpt champions a paradigm shift in
teaching poetry, emphasizing experiential,
sensory, and personal engagement. Here, we
analyze how this approach influences
educational practices.

Emphasizing Active Learning

Rather than passively reading or analyzing,



students are encouraged to:

- Interact physically with the poem
- Express their reactions openly
- Personalize interpretations

Challenges to Traditional Teaching

Traditional methods often involve:

- Memorization
- Formal analysis
- Critical dissection

Collins’s approach destabilizes these
practices, advocating for a more organic,
exploratory process. This transition can lead
to:

- Increased student enthusiasm
- Deeper emotional connections
- Greater retention of poetic themes

Practical Strategies for Educators

Implementing Collins’s philosophy might
involve:

- Reading poems aloud together
- Creating visual art inspired by poems



- Encouraging students to write their own
poetry
- Using tactile activities like holding or
manipulating printed poems

---

The Broader Cultural Significance of Collins’s
Approach

Billy Collins’s perspective resonates beyond
the classroom, reflecting broader cultural
shifts toward experiential learning and
democratizing art forms.

Breaking Down Barriers

Poetry has historically been seen as highbrow
or inaccessible. Collins’s emphasis on
"holding" and "seeing" invites a wider audience
to participate in the poetic experience,
fostering inclusivity.

Emphasizing Sensory and Emotional Engagement

In an age dominated by digital media, Collins’s
tactile metaphor encourages a slower, more
mindful interaction with art—an antidote to the



fleeting nature of online content.

Encouraging Personal Connection

The act of physically engaging with a poem
aligns with contemporary emphasis on emotional
intelligence and personal narrative, making
poetry relevant to everyday life.

---

Critical Perspectives and Potential Limitations

While Collins’s approach is inspiring, it
invites scrutiny and raises questions:

Is tactile engagement sufficient for deep
understanding?

Some critics might argue that physical
interaction alone cannot replace rigorous
analysis, especially for complex poetic forms.

The risk of superficial appreciation

Encouraging students to "hold up" a poem might
lead to superficial reactions if not
complemented by deeper inquiry.



Balancing accessibility with depth

The challenge lies in maintaining the
accessibility Collins advocates while ensuring
rigorous engagement with poetic techniques and
themes.

---

Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of "I Ask Them
To Take Poem And Hold It Up"

Billy Collins’s excerpt from "Introduction To
Poetry" remains a powerful call for a more
engaging, personal, and tactile approach to
experiencing poetry. By urging readers and
students to "hold it up," Collins promotes a
democratization of art—one that values sensory
experience, emotional resonance, and active
participation over detached analysis.

This perspective challenges educators and
literary enthusiasts to rethink traditional
methods, emphasizing that poetry is not merely
to be studied but to be lived, felt, and
celebrated. In doing so, Collins ensures that
poetry remains a vibrant, accessible, and
meaningful part of human life.



As we continue navigating an increasingly
digital world, the simple act of "holding up" a
poem becomes a metaphor for holding onto the
timeless power of poetry to enlighten, inspire,
and connect us all.

---
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