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Understanding English spelling rules is essential for mastering the language, especially when it comes to forming
plurals. One of the common challenges learners face is knowing how to correctly pluralize words ending in -sh
or -ch. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the spelling pattern rule: adding -es to such words.
Whether you're a student, teacher, or someone interested in improving your English spelling skills, this detailed
explanation will clarify the rule, provide numerous examples, and help you apply it confidently.

---

Introduction to Plural Forms in English

English nouns generally form plurals by adding the suffix -s or -es. Understanding when and how to apply these
rules is vital for correct spelling and grammar.

- Regular plurals: Most nouns simply add -s (e.g., cat � cats, book � books).
- Plurals ending with -s, -x, -z, -sh, or -ch: These require adding -es to maintain pronunciation and clarity (e.g.,
bush � bushes, box � boxes).

Why Add -es to Words Ending in -sh or -ch?

Words ending in -sh or -ch produce sounds that can be confusing if only an -s is added. The addition of -es
ensures the plural form is pronounced correctly and aligns with standard spelling conventions.

---

The Spelling Pattern Rule: When to Add -es

The core rule is straightforward:

For nouns ending in -sh or -ch, add -es to form the plural.

This rule applies consistently across most cases, with a few exceptions and special considerations.

---

Examples of Words Ending in -sh or -ch and Their Plurals

Below is a list of common nouns ending in -sh or -ch with their plural forms:

Words ending in -sh:

- Brush � Brushes
- Dish � Dishes
- Fish � Fishes (also "fish" as a collective noun)
- Wish � Wishes
- Rush � Rushes



- Marsh � Marshes
- Flash � Flashes
- Ash � Ashes
- Quash � Quashes

Words ending in -ch:

- Church � Churches
- Watch � Watches
- Beach � Beaches
- Lunch � Lunches
- Approach � Approaches
- Bush � Bushes
- Match � Matches
- Patch � Patches
- Sandwich � Sandwiches

---

Detailed Explanation of the Rule

Why Do We Add -es?

Adding -es to words ending in -sh or -ch helps preserve pronunciation and avoids awkward spelling. The extra
syllable makes the word easier to read and pronounce.

Pronunciation Rule:

- When a word ends in -sh or -ch, adding just -s can make the ending sound unnatural or lead to confusion (e.g.,
"bushs" vs. "bushes").
- Adding -es results in a clear, smooth pronunciation: "bush" + "es" = "bushes."

How to Identify Words That Follow This Rule

Most nouns ending in -sh or -ch follow the rule. However, some nouns may be exceptions or irregular, so it’s
important to verify.

Common Exceptions and Special Cases

- Fish: The plural is often "fish," but "fishes" can also be used when referring to different species.
- Some borrowed words: Words borrowed from other languages may follow different pluralization rules.
- Proper nouns and names: Usually do not change in plural unless they are common nouns.

---

Additional Considerations and Tips



Irregular Plurals and Special Cases

While the -es rule covers most words ending in -sh or -ch, be aware of irregular plurals and context-specific
cases:

- Fish: Can be plural as "fish" or "fishes" depending on the context.
- Certain nouns with silent letters: For example, "church" becomes "churches," but "bush" becomes "bushes,"
following the rule.

Pronunciation Tips

- The addition of -es creates a separate syllable, making it easier to pronounce.
- Practice pronouncing words with and without -es to internalize the sound difference.

Spelling Practice Exercises

To master the spelling pattern, try the following exercises:

1. Write plural forms of the following words:
- Dish
- Brush
- Fish
- Watch
- Match
- Rush
- Beach
- Church

2. Identify whether each word requires only an -s or -es in its plural form:
- Fish
- Bush
- Sandwich
- Quash
- Patch

3. Correct the following incorrect plural forms:
- Bushs
- Churchess
- Dishes
- Waches

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid

- Adding only -s to words ending in -sh or -ch: This is incorrect and can lead to misspelled words like "bushs"
instead of "bushes."
- Assuming all words ending in -sh or -ch are plural: Some words may be singular nouns with different plural
forms or irregular plurals.
- Ignoring pronunciation differences: Proper pronunciation aids in spelling accuracy.

---



Summary of the Spelling Pattern Rule

| Ending | Plural Formation | Example | Pronunciation Note |
|---------|-------------------|---------|-------------------|
| -sh | Add -es | Dish � Dishes | The plural adds an extra syllable for clarity. |
| -ch | Add -es | Watch � Watches | Ensures correct pronunciation. |

---

Why This Rule Is Important

Understanding and applying the rule for adding -es to words ending in -sh or -ch is fundamental for:

- Correct spelling: Avoiding common errors in writing.
- Effective communication: Ensuring words are understood as intended.
- Academic success: Accurate spelling improves reading and writing skills.
- Professional writing: Proper use of plural forms reflects good language proficiency.

---

Conclusion

Mastering the spelling pattern rule—adding -es to words ending in -sh or -ch—is a key step toward English
language proficiency. By familiarizing yourself with common words and understanding the underlying
pronunciation and spelling principles, you can confidently form plurals and avoid common mistakes. Remember,
practice is essential. Regularly review lists of words, engage in spelling exercises, and pay attention to
pronunciation to internalize this important rule. Whether you're writing essays, preparing for language exams,
or simply improving your spelling skills, applying this rule will enhance your command of English.

---

Additional Resources

- English Grammar Books: For in-depth explanations of pluralization rules.
- Online Spelling Quizzes: Interactive tools to practice plurals ending in -sh or -ch.
- Dictionary Use: Verify plural forms of less common nouns.

---

Empower your language skills today by mastering the spelling pattern rule: add -es to words ending in -sh or -
ch to make correct plurals!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the spelling rule for making plurals of words ending in -sh or -ch?

To make plurals of words ending in -sh or -ch, add -es at the end of the word.



Can you give an example of a word ending in -sh and its plural form?

Yes, the word 'wish' becomes 'wishes' in plural form.

What about a word ending in -ch? How do you pluralize it?

For example, 'match' becomes 'matches' in plural form.

Are there any exceptions to the rule of adding -es for words ending in -sh or
-ch?

Most words ending in -sh or -ch add -es to form plurals, but some irregular words may differ. It's best to learn
common examples.

Why do we add -es instead of just -s for words ending in -sh or -ch?

Adding -es helps maintain the correct pronunciation and spelling of the plural form, making it clearer and easier
to read.

Is the rule the same for words ending in -x or -z?

No, for words ending in -x or -z, you also add -es to form the plural, such as 'box' becoming 'boxes' and 'buzz'
becoming 'buzzes'.

How can I remember to add -es for words ending in -sh or -ch?

Remember that words ending in -sh or -ch typically take -es in plurals to keep the pronunciation consistent and
clear.

Additional Resources
Read The Spelling Pattern Rule. To Make A Plural For A Word Ending In -sh Or -ch, Add -es. Which Word is
more than just a simple rule in English grammar; it is a foundational principle that aids in the correct formation
of plurals for specific word endings. This rule is essential for learners, educators, writers, and anyone
interested in mastering the nuances of English spelling. Proper understanding and application of this rule ensure
clarity, professionalism, and adherence to standard language conventions. In this comprehensive article, we
will explore the origins of the rule, its detailed applications, exceptions, common mistakes, and practical
examples to deepen your understanding of how to correctly pluralize words ending in -sh or -ch.

---

Understanding the Spelling Pattern Rule

The Basic Grammar Principle

At its core, the rule states that when forming the plural of a noun ending in -sh or -ch, add -es rather than
just -s. For example:

- Brush becomes brushes
- Church becomes churches
- Wish becomes wishes
- Match becomes matches

This rule is rooted in the need to retain the original pronunciation of the word and avoid awkward spellings



that could cause confusion or mispronunciation.

Historical Context and Etymology

English language development has been heavily influenced by Latin, Greek, French, and other languages.
Historically, the addition of -es in words ending with -sh or -ch helps preserve the phonetic integrity of the
word. The plural suffix -s often results in pronunciations like /-s/ or /-z/, which can be inconsistent with the
base word's sound. Adding -es ensures that the plural form maintains a similar pronunciation to the singular,
typically /-�/ or /-t�/.

---

When and Why to Use -es Instead of -s

Phonetic Considerations

The primary reason for adding -es is phonetic clarity. Words ending in -sh or -ch produce sounds that, when
simply followed by an -s, can become ambiguous or awkward to pronounce. The -es ending creates a smooth
transition, resulting in pronunciation as /-�z/ (e.g., wishes, matches) instead of /-s/ or /-z/.

Morphological Rules

Morphologically, the addition of -es is a consistent rule that applies when:

- The noun ends in -sh (e.g., brush)
- The noun ends in -ch (e.g., church)
- The singular form is a one-syllable word ending in these sounds
- The plural form is used in standard English

Exceptions and Special Cases

While the rule is straightforward, there are exceptions, especially with borrowed words, proper nouns, or
regional variations. Recognizing these exceptions is essential for accurate spelling and pronunciation.

---

Detailed Explanation of the Rule

The Structure of the Plural Formation

| Singular Ending | Plural Ending | Example | Pronunciation | Explanation |
|-------------------|----------------|---------|--------------|--------------|
| -sh | -es | wish � wishes | /w��/ � /�w���z/ | Adds -es to maintain pronunciation |
| -ch | -es | match � matches | /m�t�/ � /�m�t��z/ | Adds -es to preserve sound |

How the Addition of -es Works

- For words ending in -sh or -ch, adding -es forms a new syllable, ensuring the plural is pronounced /-�z/ or /-
t��z/.
- The spelling change also helps with reading fluency and prevents misreading as a different word.

Pronunciation Patterns

Most words ending in -sh or -ch, when pluralized, are pronounced with an extra syllable, making the plural form
more distinct and easier to articulate.

---

Application of the Rule: Practical Examples



Common Words Ending in -sh or -ch

- Wish � wishes
- Brush � brushes
- Church � churches
- Match � matches
- Dish � dishes
- Box (note: ends in -x, which has a different rule, but included for comparison) � boxes

Less Common Words and Variations

Some less common words or borrowed terms follow the same rule:

- Bush � bushes
- Rich (adjective, pluralized as richs, but rarely used in plural form) � rarely pluralized
- Watch � watches
- Patch � patches

Examples in Sentences

- I need to buy new brushes for painting.
- The churches in this town are centuries old.
- She always wishes for peace and happiness.
- The matches were kept in a small box.
- The dishes are stacked in the sink.

---

Common Mistakes and Misconceptions

Forgetting to Add -es

A prevalent mistake is simply adding -s to words ending in -sh or -ch, resulting in incorrect plurals such as
wishs or mats instead of wishes and matches.

Overgeneralizing the Rule

Some learners mistakenly apply the -es rule to words ending in other sounds, such as:

- Dog � dogs (correct)
- Bush � bushs (incorrect, should be bushes)

Borrowed Words and Proper Nouns

Words borrowed from other languages or proper nouns may follow different pluralization rules, such as:

- Ketchup (not typically pluralized)
- Church (correctly pluralized as churches)
- Paris (proper noun, typically not pluralized)

---

Special Cases and Exceptions

Words Ending in -sh or -ch That Don’t Follow the Rule

While most words ending in -sh or -ch take -es, some exceptions or irregularities exist:

- Fish: Usually remains fish in plural form, but fishes is acceptable when referring to different species.



- Sheep: Same for singular and plural.
- Series: Same for singular and plural.

Borrowed Words and Regional Variations

Some borrowed words or regional dialects may deviate from the standard rule:

- Mushroom: Plural is mushrooms (standard)
- Ch�teau (French): plural may be ch�teaux, not following English rules.

---

Tips for Mastering the Spelling Pattern

Memorization and Practice

- Create flashcards with words ending in -sh or -ch and their plurals.
- Practice writing sentences using both singular and plural forms.

Recognizing Patterns

- Focus on the pronunciation of the word; if it ends with /-�/ or /-t�/, add -es.
- Be aware of exceptions and irregular nouns.

Use of Technology

- Utilize spell-check tools that recognize correct plural forms.
- Engage with language learning apps that emphasize spelling rules.

---

Conclusion

Read The Spelling Pattern Rule. To Make A Plural For A Word Ending In -sh Or -ch, Add -es. Which Word
underscores a fundamental aspect of English orthography that balances phonetics, morphology, and
etymology. Mastery of this rule enhances both written and spoken communication by ensuring correct spelling
and pronunciation. While the rule is straightforward, awareness of exceptions, irregularities, and regional
variations enriches one's understanding of English language nuances. Whether you are a student, educator, or
writer, grasping this rule is an essential step toward linguistic precision and fluency in English.

---
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