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Read This Excerpt From Chapter 2 Of The Scarlet Letter Using Comprehension
Strategies.Goodwives, Said, is an engaging starting point for exploring one of Nathaniel
Hawthorne's most iconic works. The Scarlet Letter is a profound exploration of sin, guilt,
and redemption set in Puritan New England. Chapter 2, titled "The Market-Place,"
introduces readers to the initial social and moral landscape of the story, showcasing
Hawthorne’s rich language, symbolism, and thematic depth. To fully appreciate this
excerpt, employing effective comprehension strategies is essential. This article aims to
guide readers through an in-depth analysis of this excerpt, highlighting its literary devices,
themes, and the importance of active reading techniques.

Understanding the Context of Chapter 2

Setting the Scene in the Scarlet Letter

Chapter 2 takes place in the bustling marketplace of Boston, a central hub where the
community’s moral standards are publicly displayed and enforced. Here, the townspeople
gather, and Hawthorne vividly depicts the social fabric of Puritan society. The excerpt
begins with a focus on the public shaming of Hester Prynne, who is holding her infant
daughter and standing on the scaffold, a symbol of punishment and moral judgment.

The Significance of the Opening Lines

The phrase "Goodwives, Said" hints at the collective voice of the Puritan women, who serve
as moral enforcers in the community. Hawthorne's choice to open with this line
immediately immerses the reader in the social atmosphere and introduces the themes of
judgment, community, and individual morality.

Employing Comprehension Strategies to Analyze
the Excerpt

Active engagement with texts enhances understanding and retention. Here are some key
comprehension strategies to apply when reading this excerpt:



1. Preview the Text

Before diving into the detailed reading, scan the excerpt for:
e Keywords or phrases (e.g., "Goodwives," "scaffold," "sin")
e Names and titles that hint at character roles

e Recurrent themes or symbols

This initial overview sets a purpose for reading and guides focus.

2. Annotate While Reading

Keep a notebook or margin notes to:
e Define unfamiliar words (e.qg., "scaffold," "ignominy")
* Note literary devices such as symbolism, imagery, and tone

e Pose questions about characters’ motivations or societal norms

3. Visualize the Scene

Create mental images of the marketplace, the scaffold, and the characters. Consider:
e The physical appearance of Hester and her attire
e The expressions and reactions of the townspeople

e The overall mood conveyed by Hawthorne’s language

4. Make Connections

Relate themes and symbols in the excerpt to:
e Historical context of Puritan New England
e Modern concepts of morality and judgment

* Personal experiences of shame or societal pressure



5. Summarize and Paraphrase

Periodically pause to restate what you've read in your own words, ensuring comprehension:
- Hester stands on the scaffold, publicly ashamed, while the community judges her for her
sin.

- The women’s gossip reflects societal expectations and moral standards.

Analyzing Literary Devices in the Excerpt

Hawthorne’s writing is rich with literary devices that deepen the meaning of the excerpt.
Recognizing these devices enhances comprehension and appreciation.

Symbolism

- The Scaffold: Represents public punishment, moral scrutiny, and social order.
- The Scarlet Letter (not in Chapter 2 but referenced): Symbolizes shame, sin, and identity.
- The Crowd: Embodies societal judgment and collective morality.

Imagery

Hawthorne employs vivid descriptions to evoke the setting:
e The "dull, black" attire of the Puritans reflects austerity and severity.

e The "scarlet letter" (later detailed) draws attention to Hester’s shame.

Tone and Mood

The tone is somber and tense, emphasizing the gravity of Hester’s punishment and the
moral rigidity of the community.

Characterization

Through dialogue and description, Hawthorne reveals the community’s hypocritical nature
and the personal suffering of Hester.



Exploring Themes in the Excerpt

The excerpt encapsulates several core themes of The Scarlet Letter:

1. Sin and Punishment

Hester’s public shaming exemplifies societal punishment for moral transgressions.
Hawthorne questions whether such punishment is just or effective.

2. Hypocrisy and Morality

The Puritan community preaches morality but often acts hypocritically, judging Hester
harshly while hiding their own sins.

3. ldentity and Shame

Hester’s position on the scaffold forces her into a public identity defined by her sin, raising
questions about personal identity versus societal labels.

4. Society and Individual

The excerpt highlights the tension between societal expectations and individual morality
and choices.

Interpreting the Excerpt’s Impact and Relevance

While set in a historical context, the themes in this excerpt remain relevant today. Societal
judgment, the concept of shame, and the conflict between personal integrity and social
acceptance are universal issues.

Modern Connections

- The way communities handle scandal or moral failure.
- The role of public shaming in social media.
- The importance of understanding context before judging others.

Lessons Learned

- The importance of empathy and understanding complex human emotions.
- Recognizing the power of societal norms to influence individual identity.



- The value of critical thinking when evaluating moral standards.

Conclusion: Enhancing Your Reading Experience

Reading and analyzing Chapter 2 of The Scarlet Letter with comprehension strategies
enriches your understanding of the novel’s themes and literary richness. By previewing the
text, annotating, visualizing, making connections, and summarizing, you engage actively
with the material, leading to deeper insights. Recognizing Hawthorne’s literary devices and
themes helps appreciate the novel’s enduring relevance.

Remember, literature is not just about understanding the story but also about exploring
human nature, societal norms, and moral dilemmas. Applying these strategies will not only
improve your comprehension of The Scarlet Letter but also sharpen your overall reading
and analytical skills.
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For educators, students, or literature enthusiasts, mastering these strategies provides a
solid foundation for engaging with complex texts. Dive into The Scarlet Letter with
confidence, and uncover the timeless human stories woven into Hawthorne’s masterful
narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the phrase 'Goodwives, Said'
in the context of Chapter 2 of The Scarlet Letter?

The phrase signals the beginning of a social gathering or discussion among women,
highlighting the community's focus on morals, gossip, and shared judgments, which are
central themes in the chapter.



How does the excerpt demonstrate the use of
comprehension strategies like inference and
prediction?

Readers can infer the characters' attitudes and social dynamics based on their dialogue and

behavior, while predicting the possible consequences of the community's judgments on
Hester Prynne.

What role do the women play in reflecting the societal
attitudes portrayed in Chapter 2?

The women embody the strict moral codes and judgmental attitudes of the Puritan society,
serving as a reflection of the community's collective morality and its impact on individuals.

How can readers use visualization to better understand
the setting described in this excerpt?

Readers can imagine the physical environment, the women's appearance, and their
expressions to create a vivid mental picture, enhancing comprehension of the social
atmosphere.

What is the importance of examining the language and
tone in this excerpt for understanding the characters'
perspectives?

Analyzing the language and tone helps reveal the characters' judgments, biases, and
emotions, offering insight into their perspectives and the overall societal values presented
in the chapter.

How might questioning the motives of the women in
this scene help deepen understanding of the chapter's
themes?

By questioning why the women are gossiping or judging Hester, readers can explore
themes of morality, guilt, and societal pressure, gaining a more nuanced understanding of
the novel's critique of Puritan society.

Additional Resources

Engagement with Puritan Morality and the Power of Language in Hawthorne’s “The Scarlet
Letter”

Introduction
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter remains one of the most profound explorations of
sin, morality, and societal judgment in American literature. Among its richly textured



chapters, Chapter 2 provides a vivid snapshot of the Puritan community’s rigid worldview
and the complex moral fabric that underpins it. The excerpt “Goodwives, Said”
encapsulates Hawthorne’s mastery in portraying societal interactions, moral judgments,
and the nuanced use of language. This review delves into this excerpt, analyzing its
themes, narrative techniques, and the comprehension strategies essential for unpacking its
layered meanings.

Understanding the Context of the Excerpt

The Setting and Cultural Background

Before delving into the excerpt, it’s crucial to grasp the setting: a 17th-century Puritan
society in Salem, Massachusetts. This community is characterized by its strict religious
codes, communal discipline, and a collective emphasis on moral purity. Sin is not only a
personal matter but a community concern, often leading to public shaming and moral
policing. Hawthorne’s depiction reflects this environment’s oppressive nature, where
individual morality is interwoven with societal expectations.

Introduction to the Key Characters and Themes

While the excerpt may focus on a specific interaction or speech, understanding the broader
themes helps in interpretation:

- Sin and Guilt: The Puritans’ obsession with moral purity often results in harsh judgments.
- Public Shame and Social Control: The community’s response to perceived moral failings
enforces conformity.

- Language as Power: The way words are spoken, understood, and interpreted reveals
underlying social tensions.

Deep Dive into the Excerpt: “Goodwives, Said”

Analyzing the Language and Diction

The phrase “Goodwives, Said” immediately signals a formal, community-oriented speech
pattern. Hawthorne’s choice of words and punctuation offers insight into the social
dynamics at play.

- "Goodwives": An address that emphasizes social hierarchy and respectability, yet can also
carry connotations of moral judgment.

- Use of capitalized "Said": This suggests a narrative tone that emphasizes speech as a
focal point, inviting readers to pay attention to the speaker’s words and intent.



By examining diction, readers can infer nuances such as the speaker’s authority, the
community’s values, and the potential for underlying tension.

Understanding the Narrative Voice and Point of View

Hawthorne often employs a third-person omniscient narrator, blending direct speech with

narrative commentary. In this excerpt, the narrator’s tone may oscillate between neutrality
and subtle critique, prompting readers to question the societal norms depicted. Recognizing
whether Hawthorne presents the speech as genuine or ironic helps deepen comprehension.

Identifying the Speech’s Purpose and Effect

The speech likely serves a specific purpose:

- To reinforce social norms

- To stigmatize the individual (possibly Hester Prynne)

- To evoke a moral or emotional response from the community and readers

Through close reading, students can analyze how Hawthorne’s language invokes empathy,
suspicion, or moral outrage, contributing to the story’s thematic richness.

Comprehension Strategies for Analyzing the
Extract

1. Contextualization

- Connect the excerpt to the broader narrative, understanding where it fits in the story.
- Consider historical and cultural contexts: Puritanism’s emphasis on morality and social
order.

- Recognize the social roles of “Goodwives” and their influence on community dynamics.

2. Vocabulary and Diction Analysis

- ldentify unfamiliar words or archaic language and consult dictionaries or annotations.
- Pay attention to word choice—are words condescending, respectful, sarcastic?
- Note any repetition or rhetorical devices that amplify the message.

3. Tone and Mood Recognition

- Determine the tone: Is it formal, ironic, judgmental, or sympathetic?
- Observe mood indicators: Does the language evoke unease, compassion, or
condemnation?



4. ldentifying Underlying Themes and Messages

- Extract themes such as morality, societal judgment, hypocrisy, or community control.
- Recognize paradoxes or contradictions—e.g., the appearance of virtue versus underlying
sin.

5. Analyzing Character Perspectives and Social
Dynamics

- Consider the perspectives of the speaker versus the implied audience.
- Reflect on how social roles influence speech and behavior.
- Question how Hawthorne critiques or supports societal norms through this interaction.

Deeper Literary Analysis

Figurative Language and Literary Devices

- Hawthorne’s use of irony: For example, the “Goodwives” may speak with moral superiority
while themselves harboring secrets.

- Symbolism: The term “Goodwives” symbolizes societal virtue but may conceal moral
failings.

- Rhetorical questions or repeated phrases that reinforce societal expectations.

Structural Elements and Pacing

- The positioning of this excerpt within Chapter 2 emphasizes its role in establishing
community atmosphere.

- Pauses, commas, or emphasis on specific words can influence the reading pace,
highlighting societal tension.

Interpretative Approaches

- Consider multiple interpretations: Is the speech sincere or satirical?
- Explore Hawthorne’s critique of Puritanical hypocrisy.
- Reflect on how language shapes perception and social standing.

Implications for Broader Literary and Thematic



Understanding

Reflection on Moral Judgment and Human Nature

This excerpt exemplifies how language functions as a tool of moral authority and social
control. Hawthorne underscores the human tendency to judge others while often hiding
one’s own faults—a theme central to The Scarlet Letter.

Relevance to Contemporary Society

Though set in the 17th century, the societal mechanisms depicted resonate today: public
shaming, moral policing, and the power of language in shaping social norms. Recognizing
these patterns encourages critical thinking about modern social dynamics.

Educational Significance

Using this excerpt as a teaching tool, educators can develop comprehension strategies that
enhance students’ analytical skills:

- Close reading of language

- Contextual analysis

- Critical interpretation of social commentary

Conclusion: The Power of Hawthorne’s Language
and Its Lessons

The excerpt “Goodwives, Said” from Chapter 2 of The Scarlet Letter exemplifies
Hawthorne’s mastery in portraying the complexities of morality and societal judgment
through nuanced language. By applying comprehension strategies—contextualization,
vocabulary analysis, tone recognition, and thematic exploration—readers gain a deeper
understanding of both the text and its broader implications. Hawthorne’s subtle critique of
Puritanism reminds us that language is not only a reflection of societal values but also a
potent instrument that can reinforce or challenge those values.

Through detailed analysis, students and readers alike can appreciate how Hawthorne’s rich
diction, layered symbolism, and social critique continue to resonate, encouraging ongoing
reflection on morality, human fallibility, and the societal mechanisms that govern behavior.
Ultimately, engaging thoughtfully with this excerpt reveals Hawthorne’s timeless
exploration of the human condition, inviting us to scrutinize both our past and present
societal norms.
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