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The excerpt from The Medicine Bag opens with a moment of surprise and curiosity that immediately
draws the reader into the story. The line, “You found the money in my boots? He asked mom. Martin
did, she,” hints at a narrative filled with familial relationships, cultural identity, and perhaps a touch of
humor or misunderstanding. This brief, seemingly simple exchange encapsulates themes that are
central to the story—trust, tradition, and the hidden layers of family history. As we delve deeper into
this excerpt, we uncover how such moments serve as gateways to understanding the characters’

backgrounds and the broader cultural conflicts that shape their experiences.

Understanding the Context of the Excerpt

The Significance of the Characters

The excerpt involves at least three characters: the speaker (presumably a family member), a mother,
and Martin. The immediate question posed—“You found the money in my boots?”—suggests a
scenario where money is hidden or misplaced, which can symbolize trust, secrecy, or cultural

practices. The interaction indicates familiarity but also hints at underlying tensions or



misunderstandings.

In the context of The Medicine Bag, a story by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve, the characters often
represent two worlds: Native American traditions and contemporary American life. The characters’
reactions to money, possessions, or cultural artifacts often reveal their struggles to reconcile these

identities.

Setting and Cultural Background

While the excerpt does not specify the setting, The Medicine Bag typically takes place in a rural or
small-town environment, reflecting the intersection of Native and American cultures. The story
emphasizes the importance of heritage, tradition, and the significance of objects like the medicine

bag—a sacred item passed down through generations.

Understanding the setting helps interpret the excerpt: the discovery of money in boots might symbolize
a clash or blending of cultural values—money representing modern materialism, and boots possibly

signifying traditional attire or roles.

Analyzing the Themes and Symbols in the Excerpt

The Symbolism of Money

Money in literature often symbolizes more than just currency; it can represent values, power, or

cultural identity. In this excerpt, the discovery of money in boots could symbolize:



- A hidden cultural or familial legacy
- A secret or misunderstanding between family members

- A shift from traditional values to material concerns

The reaction of the characters to this find can reveal their attitudes toward these themes. For example,
if the mother is surprised or upset, it may indicate concerns about materialism or betrayal of cultural

values.

The Significance of Boots

Boots are often associated with work, travel, or cultural identity, especially in Native American

communities where traditional footwear can symbolize heritage. Finding money in boots could suggest:

- A clandestine hiding place, perhaps used to conceal important items
- A metaphor for stepping into another world or identity

- An act of rebellion or mischief

This act of hiding or discovering money in boots might symbolize the tension between preserving

tradition and adapting to modern life.

The Role of Family Dynamics

The exchange indicates a dynamic where trust and misunderstanding coexist. The phrase “He asked
mom,” shows a moment of inquiry or suspicion, which could reflect underlying family tensions or

generational differences.



Exploring the Character Interactions and Their Implications

The Curiosity and Surprise

The question “You found the money in my boots?” suggests that the character did not expect the
money to be there, pointing to a possible secret or an unspoken agreement. Such moments often

serve as turning points in stories, revealing hidden motivations or conflicts.

The Role of Martin and Mom

Martin's involvement indicates he might be the one who found the money, perhaps unintentionally
revealing a secret. The mother’s response—“Martin did, she”—implies a moment of acknowledgment,

possibly with feelings of guilt, defensiveness, or understanding.
Analyzing their interaction helps us understand:
- The level of trust within the family

- How cultural heritage influences their relationships

- The potential for growth or conflict based on this discovery

The Potential for Conflict and Resolution

Discovering money in a personal item like boots can lead to various narrative developments:

- Accusations or misunderstandings
- Reconciliation and mutual understanding

- A deeper exploration of cultural values vs. material concerns



Understanding these dynamics enriches our interpretation of the excerpt and its place within the

broader story.

The Cultural and Historical Significance of The Medicine Bag

The Symbol of the Medicine Bag

In The Medicine Bag, the medicine bag is a sacred object passed down through generations,
symbolizing cultural identity, spiritual connection, and family heritage. Its significance often contrasts
with the material concerns represented by money, highlighting themes of cultural preservation versus

assimilation.

The Story’s Message About Heritage and ldentity

The story emphasizes that understanding and respecting one's heritage is crucial, especially as
younger generations navigate a changing world. The discovery of money in a personal, culturally

significant item underscores the tension between materialism and spiritual tradition.

The Impact of Cultural Awareness

This excerpt and the story at large encourage readers to reflect on:

- The importance of cultural pride

- The dangers of losing touch with heritage



- The need for communication within families about cultural values

Lessons Learned from the Excerpt and The Medicine Bag

Value of Cultural Heritage

The story underscores that cultural artifacts and traditions are invaluable, often more so than material
possessions like money. Recognizing and respecting these elements is essential for maintaining

cultural identity.

Family Communication and Trust

Open dialogue within families helps prevent misunderstandings and fosters trust. The discovery of the

money could serve as a catalyst for meaningful conversations about values, expectations, and identity.

The Balance Between Tradition and Modern Life

Living in a modern society requires balancing respect for tradition with adapting to contemporary

realities. The excerpt illustrates how these tensions play out in everyday life and family interactions.

Encouraging Cultural Pride



Stories like The Medicine Bag inspire pride in one's heritage and encourage younger generations to

appreciate their cultural roots.

Conclusion

The brief excerpt from The Medicine Bag encapsulates a wealth of themes—trust, cultural identity,
tradition, and the complexities of family relationships. The discovery of money in a pair of boots acts
as a metaphor for hidden aspects of personal and cultural history, prompting characters and readers
alike to reflect on the importance of understanding and respecting one's heritage. Through analyzing
the characters’ interactions and the symbolic elements within the story, we gain insight into the
universal struggle to preserve cultural identity amid the pressures of modern life. Ultimately, The
Medicine Bag serves as a powerful reminder of the enduring significance of tradition, family, and

cultural pride in shaping who we are.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the medicine bag in the story?

The medicine bag represents cultural heritage and family traditions, serving as a symbol of identity for
Martin and his Native American roots.

Why is Martin surprised to find money in his boots?

Martin is surprised because finding money in his boots is unexpected and raises questions about who

placed it there and why, highlighting themes of trust and family dynamics.



How does the excerpt reflect themes of cultural identity?

The excerpt touches on cultural identity through the mention of the medicine bag and the family

connection, emphasizing the importance of heritage and tradition in the characters' lives.

What role does Martin's mother play in the story?

Martin's mother acts as a guardian and storyteller, helping him understand his cultural background and

the significance of the medicine bag and family history.

What does the exchange between Martin and his mom reveal about
their relationship?

The exchange shows a caring and communicative relationship where Martin feels comfortable sharing

his discoveries, and his mom responds thoughtfully, reinforcing trust.

How does the act of finding money in the boots connect to the story's
larger themes?

Finding money can symbolize generosity, family support, or a cultural lesson about giving and sharing

within the community, tying into the story's themes of family and tradition.

What might be the symbolic meaning of the money in the context of
Native American culture?

In Native American culture, money found unexpectedly may symbolize abundance, blessings, or the

importance of community support and interconnectedness.

How does this excerpt contribute to understanding Martin's character
development?

The excerpt highlights Martin's curiosity and his connection to his cultural roots, which are central to



his personal growth and understanding of his identity.

What is the significance of the title 'Read This Excerpt From The
Medicine Bag' in relation to the story?

The title emphasizes the importance of the medicine bag as a cultural artifact and hints at the story's

focus on heritage, tradition, and family bonds.

Additional Resources

Read This Excerpt From The Medicine Bag. You Found The Money In My Boots? He Asked Mom.
Martin Did, She: An In-Depth Analysis

Introduction

The excerpt from The Medicine Bag offers a compelling glimpse into themes of cultural identity, family
dynamics, and the significance of tradition within Native American communities. The phrase, “You
found the money in my boots? He asked Mom. Martin did, she,” encapsulates a moment of discovery
that is both humorous and revealing. As we delve into this excerpt, it becomes evident that author
Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve employs a nuanced narrative style to explore intergenerational
relationships and cultural perspectives. This article will analyze the excerpt's context, themes,
character interactions, and literary devices, providing a comprehensive understanding of its

significance in the larger story.

Contextual Background of The Medicine Bag

Before dissecting the excerpt itself, it’s essential to understand the broader context of The Medicine



Bag. The story centers around Martin, a young Native American boy, and his experiences with cultural
identity as he visits his grandmother, or “Grandma,” who belongs to the Lakota tribe. The narrative
explores Martin's internal conflicts about his heritage and how traditional customs intersect with

contemporary life.

The story is set against the backdrop of a modern-day setting but emphasizes the importance of
cultural preservation and respect for traditions. The “medicine bag” itself is a significant symbol—an
heirloom filled with personal and spiritual significance, representing the cultural heritage passed down

through generations.

Dissecting the Excerpt: The Moment of Discovery

The Phrase Breakdown

The excerpt: "You found the money in my boots? He asked Mom. Martin did, she," encapsulates a

pivotal moment involving surprise, humor, and cultural implications. Let's analyze each component:

- "You found the money in my boots?"

This line indicates an unexpected discovery. The speaker, likely Martin or another character, is
surprised that money was located inside his boots—a common hiding spot. The question format
suggests disbelief or astonishment, possibly because the money was hidden intentionally or

unexpectedly.

- "He asked Mom."
The speaker is relaying a question directed at his mother, possibly implying that the money belongs to
her or was hidden by her. The act of questioning also hints at a moment of curiosity or confusion

about the money’s origin.

- "Martin did, she,"



This fragment indicates that Martin is the one who found the money, and the speaker’s mother
confirms or responds to this action. The sentence appears to be a quick recounting or dialogue,

emphasizing the immediate nature of the discovery.

The Significance of the Discovery

This moment is more than just a simple search; it symbolizes trust, concealment, and cultural
practices. Hiding money in one's boots might reflect a traditional method of safeguarding valuables, or
it could be a humorous or practical act within the story’s context. It also raises questions about family

relationships—who hid the money, why, and what does it represent?

Themes Explored in the Excerpt

1. Cultural Identity and Heritage

The story revolves around Native American traditions, and the money hidden in the boots could
symbolize cultural artifacts or treasures kept safe within family boundaries. The act of hiding or
discovering money ties into themes of cultural preservation, respect for tradition, and the importance of

passing down meaningful items.

2. Family Relationships and Trust

The interaction between Martin, his mother, and the narrator reflects familial bonds and

communication. The surprise at finding money in a boot may indicate underlying trust, secrecy, or

shared understanding within the family unit. The exchange prompts reflection on how families

communicate about heritage and personal belongings.

3. Humor and Human Experience



The lighthearted tone suggested by the question and the fragmented dialogue adds humor to the
narrative, making complex themes more accessible. Humor serves as a device to explore cultural

differences and generational gaps, highlighting the warmth and imperfections within family life.

Character Analysis

Martin

Martin’s role in the excerpt is central. His act of finding or hiding money signifies curiosity and
involvement in family traditions. As a young character, his actions represent the bridge between

cultural heritage and contemporary life. His curiosity might also symbolize a broader search for identity.

The Mother

The mother figure, who confirms Martin’s actions, embodies the nurturing aspect of family. Her

responses and interactions reveal underlying cultural values—perhaps emphasizing respect, humility, or

the importance of tradition. Her reaction to the discovery can shed light on her perspectives regarding

heritage and family secrets.

The Narrator

The narrator’s recounting of the scene provides insight into their perspective. Their tone, choice of

words, and focus influence how readers interpret the significance of the moment. The narrator's voice

might carry themes of nostalgia, humor, or cultural reflection.

Literary Devices and Style



Dialogue and Fragmented Sentences

The use of direct dialogue and sentence fragments creates an informal, conversational tone. This style

immerses readers in the immediacy of the moment and emphasizes natural speech patterns, making

the scene relatable and authentic.

Symbolism of the Medicine Bag and Money

While the excerpt discusses money hidden in boots, the broader story’s symbolism of the medicine

bag relates to spiritual protection and cultural identity. The act of hiding or discovering valuables

echoes themes of safeguarding tradition and heritage.

Humor and lrony

The surprise element—finding money in a boot—introduces humor and irony, especially if the money

was meant as a secret or a surprise gift. This tone balances the seriousness of cultural themes with

lightness, engaging readers emotionally.

Broader Implications and Cultural Significance

The Role of Tradition in Modern Life

The excerpt exemplifies how traditional practices—like hiding valuables or preserving cultural

symbols—persist within contemporary families. It prompts reflection on how Native American

communities maintain cultural identity amidst modernization.

Intergenerational Communication

Discovering hidden items often signifies unspoken stories passed down through generations. Such



moments serve as gateways for conversations about heritage, history, and personal values.
Cultural Misunderstandings and Humor

The humorous tone underscores potential misunderstandings or differences in how cultural practices
are perceived across generations or between different communities. Recognizing these differences

fosters empathy and deeper appreciation for cultural diversity.

Conclusion

The excerpt from The Medicine Bag encapsulates a rich tapestry of themes—cultural identity, family
bonds, tradition, humor, and the human experience. The discovery of money hidden in a boot is a
microcosm of larger cultural narratives, illustrating how personal and collective histories intertwine.
Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve masterfully employs dialogue, symbolism, and relatable moments to
explore complex issues in an accessible manner. This scene invites readers to reflect on their own

cultural heritage, family secrets, and the ways traditions shape individual lives across generations.

Understanding this excerpt not only enhances appreciation for The Medicine Bag’s storytelling but also
underscores the importance of preserving cultural stories amid the evolving tapestry of modern life.
Whether viewed through a humorous lens or a serious one, the moment captures the enduring

significance of heritage, family, and the stories we pass down—hidden, discovered, and cherished.
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