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Read This Excerpt From The Riddle Of The Rosetta Stone By James Cross Giblin.Only Those
Egyptians Who possessed the ability to read and write in hieroglyphics could fully access and
understand the rich history, culture, and beliefs of ancient Egypt. This excerpt sheds light on the
exclusive nature of literacy in ancient Egyptian society and highlights the importance of the Rosetta
Stone in unlocking the secrets of their language. In this article, we will explore the significance of this
excerpt, delve into the historical context of the Rosetta Stone, and discuss how literacy impacted
ancient Egyptian society.

The Significance of Literacy in Ancient Egypt

Exclusive Literacy and Its Impact
In ancient Egypt, literacy was a skill primarily reserved for a select group of individuals. These were
the scribes—highly trained professionals responsible for recording laws, religious texts, administrative
documents, and literature. Only a small portion of the population could read and write hieroglyphics,
which was a complex system of symbols representing sounds, ideas, and objects.

This exclusivity meant that:

Knowledge of religious texts and rituals was confined to the priestly class.

Administrative control was maintained by scribes who could interpret and record official
decrees.

Literacy reinforced social hierarchies, with scribes and priests holding significant power.

The Role of Scribes in Society
Scribes were highly respected and often came from noble or well-educated families. Their training
involved years of meticulous practice in copying texts and understanding complex symbolism. Their
skills enabled them to:

Record historical events accurately, preserving Egypt’s legacy for future generations.1.

Manage taxation, trade, and resource distribution efficiently through written records.2.

Conduct religious ceremonies and write sacred texts, ensuring the proper performance of3.
rituals.



The excerpt emphasizes that only those Egyptians who mastered hieroglyphics and related scripts
could partake in these vital societal functions, highlighting the importance of literacy as a gatekeeper
of cultural and political knowledge.

The Rosetta Stone: Unlocking Hieroglyphic Secrets

Discovery and Significance
The Rosetta Stone, discovered in 1799 near the town of Rosetta (Rashid) in Egypt, is a granodiorite
stele inscribed with a decree issued in 196 BC. What makes this artifact extraordinary is that it
contains the same text written in three scripts:

Hieroglyphics – the sacred script used mainly for religious texts.

Demotic – the common script used for everyday purposes.

Ancient Greek – the language of the administration at the time.

This trilingual inscription provided the key to deciphering hieroglyphics, which had been a mystery for
centuries. The excerpt underscores that only those who could read Greek and understand the context
could begin to interpret the hieroglyphic text.

Decipherment and Its Impact
The breakthrough in deciphering hieroglyphics was achieved primarily through the work of Jean-
François Champollion in the 1820s. By comparing the known Greek text with the hieroglyphics, he
identified phonetic symbols and understood that hieroglyphics were not only symbolic but also
represented sounds.

This discovery transformed our understanding of ancient Egypt by:

Revealing detailed historical records inscribed on temples, tombs, and artifacts.1.

Allowing scholars to interpret religious texts, such as the Book of the Dead.2.

Providing insights into Egyptian language, culture, and history that had been inaccessible for3.
centuries.

The excerpt suggests that only those with the linguistic skills to connect these scripts could access
Egypt’s rich history, emphasizing the importance of the Rosetta Stone as a linguistic bridge.



Who Could Read in Ancient Egypt?

Limited Access to Literacy
In ancient Egypt, literacy was not widespread. It was a specialized skill, and most of the population
remained illiterate. The ability to read hieroglyphics was generally restricted to:

Scribes and priests

Royal officials and administrators

Some artisans involved in crafting religious and funerary objects

For the common people, oral tradition was the primary means of transmitting stories, laws, and
cultural values. This division created a society where knowledge was power, and literacy was a
privilege.

Education and Training of Scribes
Becoming a scribe was a rigorous process that involved:

Attending specialized schools attached to temples or royal courts.1.

Learning to write and read hieroglyphics, hieratic, and later demotic scripts.2.

Memorizing religious, legal, and administrative texts.3.

This intensive education meant that only a select few could access the knowledge encoded in
hieroglyphics, making the Rosetta Stone crucial for unlocking their meaning.

The Cultural and Religious Importance of Hieroglyphics

Hieroglyphics as Sacred Symbols
Hieroglyphics were more than a writing system; they were believed to possess magical and religious
significance. The symbols were considered sacred, and their use was reserved for religious texts,
royal inscriptions, and funerary contexts.

This belief further restricted literacy to individuals trained in sacred writing, reinforcing social and
religious hierarchies.



Preservation of Cultural Identity
The ability to read and write hieroglyphics allowed scribes and priests to:

Preserve Egypt’s religious beliefs and mythologies.

Create monumental inscriptions that communicated the divine authority of pharaohs.

Maintain continuity of cultural practices through written records.

The excerpt highlights that only those who mastered hieroglyphics could participate fully in this
cultural continuity, illustrating the link between literacy and cultural identity.

Modern Significance and Lessons

Understanding Ancient Societies
The decipherment of hieroglyphics via the Rosetta Stone has provided modern scholars with
unparalleled insights into ancient Egyptian civilization. It has:

Allowed for accurate dating of archaeological finds.

Enabled translation of religious texts, providing insights into Egyptian beliefs and practices.

Revealed information about daily life, governance, and history.

Lessons on Literacy and Power
The excerpt reminds us that literacy is a powerful tool that can shape societies. In ancient Egypt, it
was a privilege that conferred authority and preserved cultural heritage. Today, access to literacy
continues to be a vital factor in social development and empowerment.

Conclusion
In summary, the excerpt from The Riddle of the Rosetta Stone by James Cross Giblin underscores the
exclusivity of literacy in ancient Egypt and its significance in preserving and understanding their
civilization. Only those Egyptians who could read hieroglyphics—primarily scribes and priests—had
the key to unlocking Egypt’s history, religion, and culture. The discovery of the Rosetta Stone was a
turning point that allowed modern scholars to decipher this complex script, opening a window into
one of history’s most fascinating civilizations. As we reflect on this, it becomes clear that literacy
remains a fundamental pillar in the preservation and dissemination of cultural knowledge across ages.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the excerpt from 'The Riddle of the
Rosetta Stone' by James Cross Giblin?
The excerpt focuses on explaining which Egyptians were involved in creating the inscriptions on the
Rosetta Stone and the significance of their role.

According to the excerpt, only certain Egyptians were able to
read and write the hieroglyphs on the Rosetta Stone. Who
were they?
Only Egyptian scribes and priests, who were trained in reading and writing hieroglyphs, could read
and write the inscriptions.

Why was it important that only some Egyptians could read the
hieroglyphs on the Rosetta Stone?
Because it meant that knowledge of hieroglyphs was limited to a small, educated elite, which made
deciphering the inscriptions challenging.

What role did the priests play in the creation of the
inscriptions on the Rosetta Stone?
The priests were responsible for writing the hieroglyphic text, often recording religious or official
messages.

How does the excerpt explain the difficulty in understanding
ancient Egyptian writing?
It explains that only a select group of Egyptians, mainly priests and scribes, knew how to read
hieroglyphs, making it difficult for later scholars to interpret the writing.

What is the significance of the phrase 'Only those Egyptians
who' in the context of the excerpt?
It emphasizes that only a specific, privileged group of Egyptians had the knowledge and ability to read
and inscribe hieroglyphic texts.

Does the excerpt suggest that the ability to read hieroglyphs
was widespread among Egyptians?
No, it suggests that literacy in hieroglyphs was limited to a small, educated group, not widespread
among all Egyptians.



How does understanding who could read and write
hieroglyphs help in deciphering the Rosetta Stone?
Knowing that only certain Egyptians could read hieroglyphs helps scholars understand the context
and limitations of the inscriptions, aiding in their decipherment.

What role did the bilingual nature of the Rosetta Stone play in
deciphering hieroglyphs, according to the excerpt?
The bilingual inscriptions, including Greek and hieroglyphs, allowed scholars to compare texts and
eventually decode the hieroglyphic writing.

What lesson about ancient Egyptian society can be learned
from the excerpt about 'Only those Egyptians who'?
It shows that literacy and knowledge of hieroglyphs were confined to an elite class, reflecting social
and religious hierarchies in ancient Egypt.

Additional Resources
Read This Excerpt From The Riddle Of The Rosetta Stone By James Cross Giblin.Only Those Egyptians
Who is a compelling invitation to delve into the fascinating world of ancient Egypt and its intricate
system of communication. This excerpt offers a glimpse into the challenges faced by scholars and
historians as they unraveled the mysteries of hieroglyphics and deciphered a language that had been
lost for centuries. By exploring this passage, readers gain insight not only into the historical
significance of the Rosetta Stone but also into the broader themes of linguistic discovery, cultural
preservation, and the enduring human curiosity that drives us to understand our past.

---

Understanding the Context of the Excerpt

Before diving into the core content, it's essential to appreciate the historical backdrop against which
this excerpt is set. The Rosetta Stone, discovered in 1799 during Napoleon’s campaign in Egypt,
became a pivotal artifact in deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphs. It features the same text inscribed in
three scripts: Greek, Demotic, and hieroglyphic, which provided scholars with the key to unlocking the
ancient language.

James Cross Giblin's excerpt is a carefully chosen segment that highlights the multilingual nature of
the artifact and emphasizes the specific challenge faced: only those Egyptians who understood the
hieroglyphic script could contribute meaningfully to deciphering it. This notion underscores the
importance of cultural and linguistic knowledge in unlocking history and reminds readers of the
specialized skills required to interpret ancient texts.

---

The Significance of "Only Those Egyptians Who" – A Closer Look



The Role of Egyptian Experts in Deciphering Hieroglyphics

The phrase "Only those Egyptians who" encapsulates a crucial point in the story of the Rosetta Stone:
that linguistic expertise was limited to certain groups within Egyptian society. Historically,
hieroglyphics was a sacred script, employed mainly for religious texts, royal inscriptions, and
monumental carvings. As such, literacy in hieroglyphics was confined to a small elite—priests, scribes,
and scholars trained in the art of sacred writing.

This exclusivity meant that:

- Access to Knowledge Was Limited: Ordinary Egyptians did not understand hieroglyphs, which
functioned as a specialized language of power and religion.
- Deciphering Required Expertise: To unlock the meaning behind the inscriptions, scholars needed to
be familiar with hieroglyphic symbols, grammar, and context—skills possessed only by a select few.
- The Decipherment Was a Cultural Puzzle: The process of interpretation involved not only linguistic
analysis but also understanding the cultural, religious, and political nuances embedded within the
texts.

The Implication of Exclusivity

The phrase also hints at a broader theme: that knowledge of ancient languages and scripts was a
form of cultural gatekeeping. Only those with the appropriate training and background could decode
the messages of the past, and this exclusivity both preserved the sacredness of the texts and posed a
challenge for modern scholars trying to access that knowledge.

---

Breaking Down the Excerpt: Key Themes and Lessons

1. The Power of Multilingual Texts

The Rosetta Stone's tri-lingual inscription was instrumental because it provided the same message in
different scripts. This multilingual aspect was essential for scholars:

- Greek, which was familiar to many at the time, served as a reference point.
- Demotic, a script used by ordinary Egyptians, offered insight into everyday language.
- Hieroglyphics, the sacred script, was the ultimate puzzle.

By comparing these texts, linguists could start to identify correspondences and develop translation
techniques. This highlights the importance of multilingual artifacts in deciphering lost languages.

2. The Importance of Specialized Knowledge

The excerpt emphasizes that only those "Egyptians who" understood hieroglyphics could contribute to
decoding the inscriptions. This underscores a broader principle:

- Deciphering ancient scripts requires specialized training.
- Cultural context is vital for understanding symbols and their meanings.
- Interdisciplinary collaboration enhances the process, combining linguistic, archaeological, and
cultural expertise.



3. The Cultural Significance of Hieroglyphics

Hieroglyphics was more than just a writing system; it was a symbol of Egyptian identity, religion, and
authority. The fact that only certain individuals could read and write hieroglyphs reflects:

- The sacred nature of the script.
- Its role in legitimizing rulers and religious institutions.
- The exclusivity of knowledge that preserved cultural continuity over centuries.

4. The Challenge of Decipherment

Deciphering hieroglyphics was a long, complex process involving:

- Recognizing that symbols could represent sounds, ideas, or objects.
- Developing a grid of known symbols and their meanings.
- Making educated guesses based on context, comparisons, and cross-referencing with known
languages.

The excerpt suggests that only those with access to the right knowledge could participate in this
intellectual endeavor, highlighting the collaborative and layered nature of linguistic discovery.

---

The Broader Impact: How This Excerpt Connects to Modern Understanding

Preservation of Cultural Heritage

Understanding that only certain Egyptians knew hieroglyphics underscores the importance of
preserving and studying ancient texts. Modern scholars build upon the knowledge of past experts,
and the decipherment of hieroglyphs allowed for a richer understanding of Egyptian civilization.

The Role of Language in Identity and Power

The exclusivity of hieroglyphic literacy reflects how language can serve as a marker of cultural
identity and social hierarchy. This continues today, as language skills can influence social mobility and
access to knowledge.

The Power of Cross-Cultural Collaboration

The success in deciphering hieroglyphics was ultimately made possible through collaboration across
cultures, especially with the Greek texts on the Rosetta Stone. This highlights the importance of
diverse perspectives and shared knowledge in solving complex historical puzzles.

---

Practical Takeaways for Readers

- Appreciate the complexity of ancient scripts: Recognize that deciphering ancient languages requires
patience, expertise, and cultural understanding.
- Value multilingual artifacts: They serve as bridges connecting different cultures and histories.
- Understand the importance of specialized knowledge: Fields like archaeology, linguistics, and history



are interconnected and essential for uncovering the past.
- Recognize the significance of cultural exclusivity: Knowledge often reflects societal structures, and
understanding this can deepen our appreciation of historical contexts.

---

Final Thoughts: Why This Excerpt Matters

The phrase "Only those Egyptians who" encapsulates a fundamental truth about the study of ancient
civilizations: access to knowledge is often limited by language, culture, and societal roles. Yet,
through persistence, collaboration, and ingenuity, modern scholars have been able to unlock the
secrets hidden within the hieroglyphic inscriptions of the Rosetta Stone. This journey from exclusivity
to enlightenment serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of preserving cultural heritage,
fostering cross-disciplinary cooperation, and maintaining curiosity about our shared human history.

By reading and reflecting on this excerpt from James Cross Giblin's The Riddle Of The Rosetta Stone,
we gain not only historical insight but also inspiration to appreciate the enduring human quest to
understand our past—and the incredible efforts it takes to do so.

Read This Excerpt From The Riddle Of The Rosetta Stone By
James Cross Giblin Only Those Egyptians Who

Read This Excerpt From The Riddle Of The Rosetta Stone By James Cross Giblin Only Those
Egyptians Who

Related Articles
Part B Review The Information Given Above About The Frequency Of These Three Amino Acids
In Proteins.
One Number Is 6 More Than Twice Another. If Their Sum Is 51, Find The Numbers. Which Of
The Following
MULTIPLE CHOICE: Select The Correct Text In The Passage.Which Sentence Provides
Evidence For The Idea

Back to Home

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma20/read-this-excerpt-from-the-riddle-of-the-rosetta-stone-by-james-cross-giblin-only-those-egyptians-who.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma20/read-this-excerpt-from-the-riddle-of-the-rosetta-stone-by-james-cross-giblin-only-those-egyptians-who.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma20/part-b-review-the-information-given-above-about-the-frequency-of-these-three-amino-acids-in-proteins.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma20/part-b-review-the-information-given-above-about-the-frequency-of-these-three-amino-acids-in-proteins.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma20/one-number-is-6-more-than-twice-another-if-their-sum-is-51-find-the-numbers-which-of-the-following.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma20/one-number-is-6-more-than-twice-another-if-their-sum-is-51-find-the-numbers-which-of-the-following.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma20/multiple-choice-select-the-correct-text-in-the-passage-which-sentence-provides-evidence-for-the-idea.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma20/multiple-choice-select-the-correct-text-in-the-passage-which-sentence-provides-evidence-for-the-idea.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

