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Refer To The Newsela Article "Should We Abolish The Electoral College?"The Author Of
The PRO Argument explores the compelling reasons in favor of maintaining the Electoral College
system in the United States. As debates surrounding election processes continue to dominate
political discourse, understanding the perspective that supports the Electoral College is essential.
The author presents a nuanced argument highlighting the system's benefits, addressing common
concerns, and emphasizing its role in preserving the federal structure of the nation.

---

Understanding the Electoral College: An Overview

The Electoral College is a unique American institution established by the U.S. Constitution. Its
primary purpose is to elect the President and Vice President of the United States. Instead of a direct
popular vote, citizens vote for electors who then cast their electoral votes. This indirect method was
designed to balance the influence of individual states and protect the interests of smaller states.

The Composition of the Electoral College
- Total electoral votes: 538
- Distribution: Each state’s electoral votes equal its total number of Senators and Representatives in
Congress
- The majority needed to win: At least 270 electoral votes

The Role of Electors
Electors are typically chosen by political parties and pledge to support their party’s candidate. Their
votes are usually aligned with the popular vote within their state, although there are instances of
faithless electors.

---

Arguments Supporting the Electoral College

The author of the PRO argument emphasizes several key reasons why the Electoral College remains
a crucial component of America's electoral process.



1. Protects the Interests of Smaller States
One of the fundamental strengths of the Electoral College is that it ensures smaller states have a
voice in presidential elections. Without this system, candidates might focus solely on populous urban
centers, neglecting rural and less-populated areas. The electoral system compels candidates to
campaign across diverse regions, promoting national unity.

2. Maintains Federalism
The Electoral College embodies the principles of federalism by giving states a role in selecting the
President. This decentralization respects the sovereignty of individual states and prevents a
concentration of power at the national level.

3. Encourages Broader Campaign Strategies
Instead of focusing only on densely populated areas, candidates must appeal to a wide range of
voters across various states and regions. This broad campaigning fosters more inclusive political
strategies and policies.

4. Prevents Tyranny of the Majority
By requiring a majority of electoral votes, the system guards against a single majority group
dominating elections, thereby protecting minority interests within states and across the nation.

5. Stabilizes the Electoral Process
The Electoral College contributes to a more stable and predictable election outcome. It reduces the
likelihood of election disputes and ensures a clear result even in close races.

---

Addressing Common Criticisms of the Electoral College

While the PRO argument advocates for preserving the Electoral College, it also acknowledges and
responds to common criticisms.

Criticism 1: The Popular Vote Should Decide the Presidency
Some argue that the candidate with the most votes nationwide should win. The author counters that
the Electoral College balances the influence of all states, preventing urban-centric campaigns and
ensuring that less-populated regions are represented.



Criticism 2: The System Can Lead to Discrepancies Between
the Popular Vote and Electoral Outcome
Instances like the 2000 and 2016 elections, where the winner of the popular vote did not become
President, are cited as flaws. The author contends that these are rare anomalies and that the system
overall promotes stability and fairness.

Criticism 3: The Electors Are Not Always Faithful
Faithless electors pose a concern, but the author notes that their impact is minimal and that most
states have laws to enforce party pledge support.

Criticism 4: The System Is Outdated in a Modern Democracy
Proponents of abolition argue for a direct election. The PRO author emphasizes that the Electoral
College has adapted over time and remains integral to the constitutional framework, reflecting the
nation’s federalist principles.

---

The Future of the Electoral College: Why It Should Be
Preserved

In conclusion, the author advocates for the continued existence of the Electoral College based on its
foundational role in American democracy. Key points include:

- Its role in safeguarding smaller states and ensuring regional representation
- The promotion of national campaigns that reach diverse audiences
- Preservation of federalism and state sovereignty
- Contribution to electoral stability and clarity

The author suggests reforms to address some criticisms, such as implementing laws to strengthen
the faithfulness of electors or refining the allocation of electoral votes, but ultimately supports
maintaining the system as designed.

---

Conclusion: A Balanced View on the Electoral College

The debate over whether to abolish the Electoral College is multifaceted, involving considerations of
fairness, federalism, and democratic principles. The PRO argument presented in the Newsela article
underscores the importance of the system in maintaining a balanced and stable electoral process
that respects the diverse interests of all states. While reforms may enhance its fairness, the core
values embedded in the Electoral College—such as regional representation and stability—remain



vital to the American electoral system.

By understanding the strengths of the Electoral College, citizens and policymakers can engage in
more informed discussions about its future, ensuring that the system continues to serve the nation’s
democratic ideals while adapting to modern challenges.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument presented by the author in favor of
abolishing the Electoral College?
The author argues that the Electoral College is an outdated system that can lead to candidates
winning the presidency without securing the popular vote, thereby undermining democratic
principles and the will of the people.

How does the author address concerns about the potential
impact of abolishing the Electoral College on smaller states?
The author suggests that replacing the Electoral College with a national popular vote would better
reflect the true electoral preferences of citizens across all states, ensuring that smaller states are
not disproportionately underrepresented.

What historical examples does the author use to support the
argument for abolishing the Electoral College?
The author cites elections like 2000 and 2016, where candidates won the presidency without
winning the popular vote, illustrating how the Electoral College can produce outcomes that do not
align with the voters' preferences.

Does the author acknowledge any potential challenges or



criticisms of abolishing the Electoral College?
Yes, the author recognizes concerns such as the possibility of increased influence of large states or
urban areas, but argues that reforms like a national popular vote are preferable to the current
system.

How does the author propose to implement the change if the
Electoral College were to be abolished?
The author advocates for a constitutional amendment or an interstate compact among states to
ensure that electoral votes are awarded based on the national popular vote, effectively bypassing the
Electoral College.

Why does the author believe that abolishing the Electoral
College is essential for strengthening American democracy?
The author believes that removing the Electoral College would ensure that every vote counts
equally, promote fairness, and enhance public trust in the electoral process by aligning presidential
outcomes more closely with the popular will.
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In the ongoing debate over the future of American democracy, one of the most contentious topics is
whether to abolish the Electoral College. The Newsela article "Should We Abolish the Electoral
College?" presents a compelling argument from the perspective of the author advocating for its
abolition. This perspective challenges long-standing traditions and calls for a reevaluation of how the
United States elects its president, emphasizing the importance of a more direct, democratic process.
Understanding the author's reasoning involves exploring the fundamental flaws of the Electoral
College, the potential benefits of abolishing it, and the broader implications for American
democracy.

---

Understanding the Electoral College: A Brief Overview

Before delving into the author's arguments, it’s essential to understand what the Electoral College is
and how it functions.

What Is the Electoral College?

The Electoral College is a unique system established by the U.S. Constitution for electing the
president and vice president. It consists of 538 electors who cast votes on behalf of the states and
the District of Columbia. Each state’s number of electors equals its total number of Senators and
Representatives in Congress. The candidate who wins the popular vote in a state typically receives
all of that state's electoral votes (except in Maine and Nebraska, which use a proportional system).



How Does the Electoral College Work?

- After the general election, electors meet in their respective states to cast their votes.
- These votes are then tallied and sent to Congress.
- Congress certifies the electoral vote count, officially declaring the winner.

Criticisms of the Electoral College

- Disproportionate influence: Smaller states have more electoral power per capita than larger states.
- Possibility of minority winners: A candidate can win the presidency without winning the national
popular vote.
- Focus on swing states: Campaigns often focus disproportionately on battleground states, ignoring
others.
- Potential for faithless electors: Electors may vote contrary to the popular vote.

---

The PRO Argument for Abolishing the Electoral College

The author of the PRO argument in the Newsela article makes a clear case for why the Electoral
College should be abolished. Their stance is rooted in principles of fairness, democratic
representation, and modern electoral realities.

1. Promoting True Democracy

At the core of the author's argument is the belief that the United States should have a more direct
and democratic process for selecting its leader. The Electoral College, they argue, undermines this
by allowing a candidate to win the presidency without securing the majority of the national vote.
This can diminish the legitimacy of the electoral outcome and erode public trust in the democratic
process.

Key Point: The popular vote should determine the outcome, reflecting the true will of the American
people.

2. Eliminating Disproportionate Influence

The author points out that the Electoral College overrepresents small states and underrepresents
larger states. This imbalance means that citizens in densely populated areas have less influence on
the election outcome than those in less populated states.

For example:

- A voter in Wyoming has more electoral influence than a voter in California.
- This skewed influence can distort electoral priorities and campaigning strategies.

3. Addressing the "Winner-Takes-All" System

Most states award all their electoral votes to the candidate who wins the state's popular vote,
regardless of the margin. This winner-takes-all approach marginalizes votes for other candidates and
discourages third-party participation, limiting electoral diversity.



Author’s view: This system limits voter choice and reduces electoral competitiveness.

4. Preventing Electoral Discrepancies

The author highlights historic instances where candidates have won the presidency despite losing
the popular vote (e.g., 2000, 2016). These instances question the legitimacy of the Electoral College
and suggest that it can produce outcomes that do not reflect the popular will.

Main assertion: Abolishing the Electoral College would align the electoral outcome more closely with
the popular vote.

5. Facilitating Fairer Campaign Strategies

In the current system, campaigns tend to focus intensely on a handful of swing states, neglecting the
broader national electorate. The author argues that eliminating the Electoral College would
encourage candidates to campaign nationwide, fostering a more inclusive and equitable electoral
process.

---

Benefits of Abolishing the Electoral College

The author outlines several significant advantages that would arise from replacing the Electoral
College with a national popular vote system.

1. Enhanced Democratic Legitimacy

A direct popular vote system would more accurately reflect the will of the people, strengthening the
legitimacy of the presidency. Citizens would feel that their votes directly impact the election
outcome, fostering increased engagement and trust.

2. Equal Representation

Removing the Electoral College would ensure every vote counts equally, regardless of where a voter
lives. This change would empower urban, suburban, and rural voters equally, promoting fairness.

3. Increased Voter Participation

When voters believe their vote matters directly, voter turnout tends to increase. Abolishing the
Electoral College could motivate more citizens to participate in elections, strengthening democratic
participation.

4. Simplification of the Electoral Process

A national popular vote system would streamline the election process, reducing complexities and
potential legal disputes associated with the Electoral College.

5. Encouragement of Broader Campaigns

Candidates would need to appeal to a broader electorate rather than focusing mainly on swing
states. This could lead to more comprehensive policy discussions and greater national unity.



---

Challenges and Counterarguments Addressed by the Author

While the author advocates strongly for abolition, they also acknowledge common concerns and
counterarguments, providing nuanced responses.

1. Fear of Urban-Rural Divides

Some argue that a popular vote could marginalize rural voters. The author counters that fair
representation should not be based on geographic disparities but on democratic equality. They
suggest campaigning across the nation would better address diverse interests.

2. Concerns About Electoral Disruption

Changing the system could disrupt existing political balances. The author notes that reforms are
necessary for a more just system and long-term stability outweighs short-term adjustments.

3. Potential for Increased Fraud

Some worry that a national vote could be more vulnerable to fraud. The author emphasizes that
modern technology and election safeguards can mitigate such risks.

---

Broader Implications of Abolishing the Electoral College

The author's perspective extends beyond technical electoral mechanics to broader societal impacts.

1. Strengthening Democratic Norms

Eliminating the Electoral College could reinforce democratic norms by making elections more
transparent, fair, and reflective of the people's wishes.

2. Promoting Political Engagement

When voters see their votes matter directly, public trust in elections may improve, leading to greater
civic engagement and political stability.

3. Encouraging Policy Focus on the Entire Nation

Candidates would need to address issues relevant to all Americans, not just key swing states, leading
to more comprehensive and inclusive policies.

4. Potential for Electoral Reforms

A move away from the Electoral College could inspire additional reforms, such as ranked-choice
voting or automatic voter registration, further strengthening democracy.

---



Conclusion: A Call for Democratic Evolution

The author of the PRO argument in the Newsela article presents a persuasive case for abolishing the
Electoral College to create a more equitable, democratic, and representative electoral system. They
argue that the current system undermines the principle of one person, one vote and distorts
electoral outcomes. Transitioning to a national popular vote would align election results more closely
with the will of the people, fostering trust and participation in American democracy. While
challenges exist, the long-term benefits—such as increased fairness, transparency, and civic
engagement—make a compelling case for reform. As the nation continues to evolve, embracing a
more direct electoral process could be a vital step toward strengthening the foundations of American
democracy and ensuring that every citizen’s voice truly counts.
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