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INTRODUCTION

MARY SHELLEY'S “FRANKENSTEIN” EXPLORES COMPLEX THEMES SUCH AS CREATION, RESPONSIBILITY, AND THE CONSEQUENCES
OF UNCHECKED AMBITION. THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL, SHELLEY EMPLOYS VIVID TEXTUAL EVIDENCE TO HIGHLIGHT THE MORAL
DILEMMAS FACED BY HER CHARACTERS AND THE REPERCUSSIONS OF THEIR ACTIONS. THIS ARTICLE WILL ANALYZE KEY PROMPTS
BY REFERENCING SPECIFIC INSTANCES FROM THE STORY, PROVIDING A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF ITS THEMES AND MESSAGES.

ProMPT 1: How DOES VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN’S OBSESSION WITH CREATING
LIFE LEAD TO HIS DOWNFALL?

TeExXTUAL EVIDENCE AND ANALYSIS

VICTOR’S RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF CREATING LIFE DEMONSTRATES HIS HUBRIS AND DESIRE FOR SUPREMACY OVER NATURE. HE
ADMITS, “LEARN FROM ME, IF NOT BY MY PRECEPTS, AT LEAST BY MY EXAMPLE, HOW DANGEROUS IS THE ACQUIREMENT OF
KNOWLEDGE” (SHELLEY, CHAPTER 4). HIS OBSESSION BLINDS HIM TO THE MORAL AND ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITIES INVOLVED IN HIS
EXPERIMENT, ULTIMATELY RESULTING IN TRAGEDY. THE CREATURE HIMSELF REFLECTS VICTOR’S FAILURE TO FORESEE THE
CONSEQUENCES, AS HE DESCRIBES HIS CREATION AS A “CATASTROPHE” THAT “BEGAN LIFE WITH THE MOST INTENSE SUFFERING”
(CHAPTER 5). VICTORS DOWNFALL EXEMPLIFIES THE DESTRUCTIVE NATURE OF UNCHECKED AMBITION AND THE NEGLECT OF
MORAL ACCOUNTABILITY.

PROMPT 2: WHAT ROLE DOES THE CREATURE’S EXPERIENCE OF REJECTION
PLAY IN SHAPING ITS ACTIONS?

TeEXTUAL EVIDENCE AND ANALYSIS

THE CREATURE’S SENSE OF ALIENATION IS VIVIDLY DEPICTED WHEN HE OBSERVES, “| AM MALICIOUS BECAUSE | AM MISERABLE”
(CHAPTER 16). REJECTED BY HIS CREATOR AND SOCIETY, HE INTERNALIZES THIS REJECTION, LEADING TO FEELINGS OF ANGER AND
VENGEANCE. SHELLEY EMPHASIZES THIS EMOTIONAL TURMOIL WHEN THE CREATURE LAMENTS, “| AM ALONE AND MISERABLE: MAN
WILL NOT ASSOCIATE WITH ME” (CHAPTER 15). HIS EXPERIENCES OF SOCIAL REJECTION FOSTER A CYCLE OF VIOLENCE,
ILLUSTRATING HOW SOCIETAL CRUELTY AND NEGLECT CAN CORRUPT EVEN THE MOST INNOCENT BEINGS AND DRIVE THEM
TOWARD DESTRUCTIVE BEHAVIORS.

ProMPT 3: HOW DOES THE THEME OF RESPONSIBILITY MANIFEST THROUGHOUT
THE NOVEL?

TeEXTUAL EVIDENCE AND ANALYSIS

RESPONSIBILITY IS A CENTRAL THEME, ESPECIALLY IN VICTOR’S FAILURE TO CARE FOR HIS CREATION. VICTOR CONFESSES, |
HAD DESIRED IT WITH AN ARDOUR THAT FAR EXCEEDED MODERATION; BUT NOW THAT | HAD FINISHED, THE BEAUTY OF THE DREAM



VANISHED, AND BREATHLESS HORROR AND DESPAIR OVERWHELMED ME” (CHAPTER 5). HIS NEGLECT LEADS TO THE CREATURE’S
SUFFERING AND ACTS OF VIOLENCE, ILLUSTRATING THAT CREATORS BEAR MORAL OBLIGATIONS FOR THEIR CREATIONS. THE
CREATURE ALSO ATTEMPTS TO HOLD VICTOR ACCOUNTABLE, STATING, “| OUGHT TO BE THY ADAM, BUT | AM RATHER THE
FALLEN ANGEL” (CHAPTER 10), EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY IN THE ACT OF CREATION AND THE
CONSEQUENCES OF SHIRKING IT.

PROMPT 4: IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE NOVEL EXPLORE THE DANGERS OF
KNOWLEDGE AND SCIENTIFIC PURSUIT?

TexTUAL EVIDENCE AND ANALYSIS

SHELLEY WARNS AGAINST THE RECKLESS PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE THROUGH VICTOR’S TRAGIC TALE. HE REFLECTS, “IF THE
STUDY TO WHICH YOU APPLY YOURSELF HAS A TENDENCY TO WEAKEN YOUR AFFECTIONS AND TO DESTROY YOUR TASTE FOR
THOSE SIMPLE PLEASURES™ (CHAPTER 4) His OBSESSION WITH UNCOVERING THE SECRETS OF LIFE LEADS TO DISASTROUS
CONSEQUENCES, ILLUSTRATING THAT SCIENTIFIC AMBITION WITHOUT ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS CAN BE DESTRUCTIVE. THE
CREATURE’S EXISTENCE ITSELF BECOMES A SYMBOL OF THE UNFORESEEN REPERCUSSIONS THAT CAN ARISE FROM THE PURSUIT OF
FORBIDDEN KNOWLEDGE, URGING CAUTION IN THE QUEST FOR SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS.

ProMPT 5: HOW DOES THE NOVEL DEPICT THE IMPACT OF LONELINESS AND
SOCIAL ISOLATION?

TEXTUAL EVIDENCE AND ANALYSIS

THE CREATURE’S LONELINESS IS POIGNANTLY EXPRESSED WHEN HE DESCRIBES HIMSELF AS “A MISERABLE SPECTACLE OF WRECKED
HUMANITY” (CHAPTER 15). BOTH VICTOR AND THE CREATURE SUFFER FROM PROFOUND ISOLATION; VICTOR ISOLATES HIMSELF
FROM HIS FAMILY AND SOCIETY TO PURSUE HIS EXPERIMENTS, WHILE THE CREATURE IS SHUNNED BY EVERYONE HE ENCOUNTERS.
SHELLEY EMPHASIZES THIS THEME WHEN THE CREATURE STATES, “| AM ALONE AND MISERABLE,” HIGHLIGHTING THAT SOCIAL
ALIENATION FUELS DESPAIR AND DESTRUCTIVE URGES. THE NOVEL SUGGESTS THAT COMPANIONSHIP AND EMPATHY ARE VITAL
FOR HUMAN WELL-BEING, AND THEIR ABSENCE CAN LEAD TO TRAGIC OUTCOMES.

CoNCLUSION

MARY SHELLEY’S “FRANKENSTEIN” MASTERFULLY USES TEXTUAL EVIDENCE TO EXPLORE THEMES SUCH AS OBSESSION, REJECTION,
RESPONSIBILITY, THE DANGERS OF KNOWLEDGE, AND LONELINESS. THROUGH HER NUANCED CHARACTERS AND THEIR EXPERIENCES,
SHELLEY WARNS OF THE MORAL AND ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION AND SOCIETAL NEGLECT. THE
NOVEL REMAINS A TIMELESS REFLECTION ON HUMAN NATURE AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR ACTIONS, URGING READERS TO
CONSIDER THE RESPONSIBILITIES THAT COME WITH CREATION AND THE IMPORTANCE OF COMPASSION IN PREVENTING TRAGEDY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

How DOES VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN'S OBSESSION WITH CREATING LIFE REFLECT THE
THEMES OF AMBITION AND HUBRIS IN THE STORY?

VICTOR'S RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY DEMONSTRATES HIS OVERREACHING AMBITION, WHICH ULTIMATELY
LEADS TO HIS DOWNFALL. HIS OBSESSION BLINDS HIM TO THE MORAL AND ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS, SHOWCASING HUBRIS AS HE
ATTEMPTS TO PLAY GOD. THIS IS EVIDENT WHEN HE DESCRIBES HIS INITIAL EXCITEMENT AND PRIDE IN HIS WORK, ONLY TO LATER
REGRET THE CONSEQUENCES, HIGHLIGHTING THE DANGERS OF UNCHECKED AMBITION.



IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE CREATURE'S EXPERIENCE OF REJECTION INFLUENCE ITS
BEHAVIOR AND OUTLOOK ON HUMANITY?

THE CREATURE'S REPEATED REJECTION BY SOCIETY AND ITS CREATOR FOSTER FEELINGS OF LONELINESS AND ANGER, SHAPING ITS
DESIRE FOR REVENGE. AS THE STORY STATES, THE CREATURE ‘WAS A MISERABLE SPECTACLE  AND WAS MET WITH HORROR AND
VIOLENCE, WHICH FUELS ITS RESENTMENT. THESE EXPERIENCES LEAD THE CREATURE TO SEEK VENGEANCE AGAINST VICTOR AND
HUMANITY, ILLUSTRATING HOW SOCIETAL REJECTION CAN LEAD TO DESTRUCTIVE OUTCOMES.

How DOES THE STORY ILLUSTRATE THE MORAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF A CREATOR
TOWARDS THEIR CREATION?

VICTOR'S NEGLECT OF HIS CREATURE EXEMPLIFIES THE IMPORTANCE OF MORAL RESPONSIBILITY, AS HE ABANDONS IT IMMEDIATELY
AFTER BRINGING IT TO LIFE. THE NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES THAT NEGLECT AND FAILURE TO NURTURE OR GUIDE ONE'S CREATION
CAN RESULT IN TRAGEDY, WITH VICTOR LAMENTING THAT HE 'HAD NEGLECTED THE DUTIES OF A CREATOR.” THIS HIGHLIGHTS THE
THEME THAT CREATORS HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO CARE FOR AND TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR CREATIONS.

W/HAT ROLE DOES THE SETTING PLAY IN ESTABLISHING THE NOVEL’S MOOD AND THEMES?

THE VARIOUS SETTINGS, FROM THE ICY ARCTIC TO THE DARK, REMOTE MOUNTAINS, CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE OF ISOLATION AND
DANGER, REINFORCING THEMES OF ALIENATION. For EXAMPLE, THE ARCTIC WASTELAND SYMBOLIZES THE DESOLATION FELT BY
BOTH VICTOR AND THE CREATURE, EMPHASIZING THEMES OF LONELINESS AND DESPAIR. THESE ENVIRONMENTS HEIGHTEN THE
NOVEL’S MOOD OF SUSPENSE AND REFLECT THE CHARACTERS  INTERNAL STRUGGLES.

How poes MARY SHELLEY USE THE NARRATIVE STRUCTURE OF MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES
TO ENHANCE THE STORY’S THEMES?

SHELLEY EMPLOYS A LAYERED NARRATIVE, WITH VICTOR, THE CREATURE, AND W/ ALTON EACH PROVIDING THEIR PERSPECTIVES,
WHICH ALLOWS READERS TO UNDERSTAND DIFFERENT VIEWPOINTS AND MORAL DILEMMAS. THIS STRUCTURE UNDERSCORES
THEMES OF RESPONSIBILITY AND EMPATHY, AS THE READER SEES THE CREATURE'S SUFFERING ALONGSIDE VICTOR’S GUILT. IT
ALSO EMPHASIZES THE COMPLEXITY OF MORALITY, SHOWING THAT ACTIONS HAVE MULTIPLE INTERPRETATIONS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
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IN MARY SHELLEY’S FRANKENSTEIN, THE NARRATIVE INTRICATELY EXPLORES THEMES OF CREATION, RESPONSIBILITY, AND THE
CONSEQUENCES OF UNCHECKED SCIENTIFIC AMBITION. THE PROMPTS SERVE AS A GATEWAY TO DEEPER UNDERSTANDING,
PROMPTING READERS TO ANALYZE CHARACTERS’ MOTIVATIONS, MORAL DILEMMAS, AND THE NOVEL’S OVERARCHING W ARNINGS
ABOUT THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE. SHELLEY’S RICH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE ALLOWS FOR NUANCED RESPONSES THAT REFLECT THE
COMPLEXITY OF HER CHARACTERS AND THEMES. THIS APPROACH NOT ONLY ENHANCES COMPREHENSION BUT ALSO ENCOURAGES
CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT WITH THE TEXT’S MORAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTIONS.

ANALYZING VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN’S MOTIVATION AND MORAL DILEMMA

VIcTor’s DeSIRE FOR KNOWLEDGE AND POWER

VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN’S OBSESSION WITH DISCOVERING THE SECRET OF LIFE STEMS FROM A PROFOUND DESIRE FOR KNOWLEDGE
AND MASTERY OVER NATURE. AS HE STATES, “IF THE STUDY TO WHICH YOU APPLY YOURSELF HAS A TENDENCY TO WEAKEN
YOUR AFFECTIONS AND TO DESTROY YOUR TASTE FOR THOSE SIMPLE PLEASURES... THEN THAT STUDY IS CERTAINLY
UNLAWFUL” (SHELLEY, CHAPTER 2). HIS RELENTLESS PURSUIT REFLECTS THE ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS OF HUMAN PROGRESS BUT
ALSO FORESHADOWS HIS MORAL BLINDNESS. SHELLEY PORTRAYS VICTOR’S AMBITION AS BOTH ADMIRABLE AND DANGEROUS,



DEMONSTRATING HOW THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE CAN LEAD TO DESTRUCTIVE CONSEQUENCES.

THe MorAL DILEMMA ofF CREATING LIFE

VICTOR’S CREATION OF THE MONSTER EMBODIES A PROFOUND MORAL CONFLICT. HE ADMITS, “| BEHELD THE WRETCH—THE
MISERABLE MONSTER WHOM | HAD CREATED” (SHELLEY, CHAPTER 5), HIGHLIGHTING HIS IMMEDIATE REGRET AND HORROR. SHELLEY
EMPHASIZES THAT VICTOR’S NEGLECT AND FAILURE TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR HIS CREATION RESULT IN TRAGEDY. His
INABILITY TO FORESEE THE MONSTER’S SUFFERING UNDERSCORES THE NOVEL’S WARNING ABOUT SCIENTIFIC HUBRIS AND ETHICAL
ACCOUNTABILITY. THE STORY SUGGESTS THAT UNCHECKED AMBITION WITHOUT MORAL CONSIDERATION CAN LEAD TO
DEVASTATING OUTCOMES.

THE MoONSTER’S DEVELOPMENT AND SEARCH FOR HUMANITY

THE MONSTER’S INITIAL INNOCENCE

INITIALLY, THE CREATURE IS PRESENTED AS A BLANK SLATE, CAPABLE OF GOODNESS. SHELLEY DESCRIBES HIM AS “A GENTLE, AND
VERY BEAUTIFUL, AND VERY HELPLESS” (SHELLEY, CHAPTER 12), EMPHASIZING HIS INNOCENCE. HIS DESIRE FOR COMPANIONSHIP
AND UNDERSTANDING REFLECTS A UNIVERSAL LONGING FOR ACCEPTANCE. THIS INNOCENCE ELICITS SYMPATHY FROM READERS AND
CHALLENGES THE NOTION THAT MONSTROSITY IS INHERENT, INSTEAD SUGGESTING IT IS SHAPED BY SOCIETAL REJECTION.

THE MONSTER’s RESPONSE TO REJECTION AND VIOLENCE

AS THE MONSTER FACES RELENTLESS REJECTION, HE BECOMES VENGEFUL. HE CONFESSES, | WAS BENEVOLENT AND GOOD; MISERY
MADE ME A FIEND” (SHELLEY, CHAPTER 15), ILLUSTRATING HOW SOCIETAL CRUELTY CORRUPTS HIS NATURE. SHELLEY
DEMONSTRATES THAT MONSTROSITY IS A PRODUCT OF ENVIRONMENT AND TREATMENT RATHER THAN INNATE EVIL. THIS
DEVELOPMENT PROMPTS REFLECTION ON HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY AND THE IMPORTANCE OF EMPATHY IN SHAPING MORAL
CHARACTER.

THEMES OF RESPONSIBILITY AND CONSEQUENCES

VicTor’s FAILURE TO T AKE RESPONSIBILITY

ONE OF THE NOVEL’S CENTRAL THEMES IS VICTOR’S NEGLECT OF RESPONSIBILITY. HE LAMENTS, “| CONSIDERED THE BEING WHOM |
HAD CAST AMONG MANKIND, AND ENDOWED WITH THE WILL AND POWER TO EFFECT PURPOSES OF HORROR” (SHELLEY, CHAPTER
20). His FAILURE TO NURTURE OR PROTECT HIS CREATION LEADS TO TRAGEDY. SHELLEY CRITIQUES THE SCIENTIFIC
COMMUNITY’S DISREGARD FOR ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS, EMPHASIZING THAT CREATORS BEAR MORAL BURDEN FOR THEIR INVENTIONS.

THE MONSTER’S REVENGE AND MORAL REFLECTION

THE MONSTER’S ACTS OF REVENGE—MURDERING W/ILLIAM, JUSTINE, AND OTHERS— ARE DEPICTED AS CONSEQUENCES OF
VICTOR’S NEGLIGENCE. IN HIS PLEA, HE STATES, “| AM MALICIOUS BECAUSE | AM MISERABLE” (SHELLEY, CHAPTER 17),
HIGHLIGHTING HOW SUFFERING BREEDS CRUELTY. SHELLEY INVITES READERS TO CONSIDER THE CYCLICAL NATURE OF BLAME AND
RESPONSIBILITY, SUGGESTING THAT MORAL ACCOUNTABILITY EXTENDS BEYOND THE CREATOR TO SOCIETY’S TREATMENT OF THE
MISUNDERSTOOD.



CRrITICAL PERSPECTIVES AND MODERN RELEVANCE

Pros AND FEATURES OF SHELLEY’S APPROACH

- RICH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE THAT DEEPENS UNDERSTANDING OF CHARACTERS AND THEMES
- COMPLEX DEPICTION OF MORAL AMBIGUITY, ENCOURAGING CRITICAL THINKING

- USE OF MULTIPLE NARRATORS TO PROVIDE DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES

- TIMELESS EXPLORATION OF SCIENTIFIC ETHICS AND HUMANITY

Cons AND LIMITATIONS

- SOME READERS MAY FIND THE MULTIPLE NARRATIVES CONFUSING

- THE NOVEL’S LANGUAGE CAN BE DENSE AND CHALLENGING

- CERTAIN THEMES MIGHT SEEM DATED OR LESS RELEVANT TO CONTEMPORARY ISSUES
- LIMITED FOCUS ON FEMALE CHARACTERS’ PERSPECTIVES

MODERN RELEVANCE

SHELLEY’S FRANKENSTEIN REMAINS HIGHLY RELEVANT TODAY AS DEBATES AROUND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, BIOETHICS, AND
SCIENTIFIC RESPONSIBILITY CONTINUE. ITS PORTRAYAL OF THE UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OF SCIENTIFIC HUBRIS WARNS
AGAINST UNCHECKED TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENT. THE NOVEL ENCOURAGES ONGOING DIALOGUE ABOUT MORAL
RESPONSIBILITY IN INNOVATION, MAKING IT A FOUNDATIONAL TEXT IN DISCUSSIONS OF ETHICS IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.

CoNcCLUSION

MARY SHELLEY’S FRANKENSTEIN IS A POWERFUL EXPLORATION OF THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN NATURE, THE MORAL
RESPONSIBILITIES OF CREATORS, AND THE PERILOUS PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE. THROUGH RICH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE, SHELLEY
INVITES READERS TO REFLECT ON THE CONSEQUENCES OF NEGLECT, THE IMPORTANCE OF EMPATHY, AND THE ETHICAL LIMITS OF
SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION. THE NOVEL’S ENDURING RELEV ANCE UNDERSCORES ITS SIGNIFICANCE AS A CAUTIONARY TALE THAT
CONTINUES TO RESONATE IN CONTEMPORARY DEBATES ABOUT TECHNOLOGY AND MORALITY. |TS NUANCED CHARACTERS AND
THEMES CHALLENGE US TO CONSIDER HOW OUR ACTIONS SHAPE NOT ONLY OUR LIVES BUT ALSO THE LIVES OF OTHERS,
EMPHASIZING THAT RESPONSIBILITY IS AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF PROGRESS.
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