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Phillis Wheatley, an African-American poet of the 18th century, is renowned for her eloquent and
powerful poetry that challenged societal norms and expressed her deep religious faith and admiration
for liberty. Her poem "To" — often part of a larger piece or a poetic address — reflects her mastery of
language and her ability to weave themes of spirituality, patriotism, and personal reflection. To fully
appreciate Wheatley's artistry, it is essential to carefully analyze her poetic excerpt, paying attention
to the context, language, and themes conveyed. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the
process of selecting correct words or phrases from drop-down menus that complete the excerpt,
offering insights into Wheatley's poetic style and the significance of her work.

Understanding the Context of Wheatley's Poem "To"

The Historical and Cultural Background

Phillis Wheatley lived during a time of great social upheaval and change. Born in West Africa around
1753, she was brought to America as a slave and eventually became the first African-American
woman to publish a book of poetry. Her works often contained themes of religious devotion, gratitude,
liberty, and praise for her country and its ideals.

In her poem "To," Wheatley addresses a specific figure or concept, often expressing admiration,
praise, or reflection. Understanding the historical context helps in grasping the nuances of her
language and the significance of her references.

The Literary Significance of Wheatley's Poetry

Wheatley's poetry is characterized by classical influences, including the use of heroic couplets,
allusions to the Bible, and references to classical literature. Her mastery in blending religious themes
with patriotic sentiments makes her work stand out as a pioneering voice in American literature.



In the excerpt under consideration, readers are prompted to select appropriate words or phrases that
complete her lines, revealing deeper insights into her poetic intent and stylistic choices.

Analyzing the Excerpt for Drop-down Menu Selections

Identifying Key Themes and Ideas

* Religion and Faith: Wheatley's frequent invocation of divine inspiration and praise for God's
guidance.

 Liberty and Freedom: Expressions of gratitude for liberation and independence, often
connected with spiritual salvation.

¢ Praise and Honor: Addressing figures of authority, nature, or divine beings with reverence.

¢ Reflection and Personal Growth: Self-awareness and acknowledgment of her journey as a
poet and individual.

Deciphering Poetic Devices and Language

Wheatley's use of diction, imagery, and poetic structures aids in understanding the appropriate
choices for the drop-down menus. Recognizing her stylistic patterns, such as:

1. Classical allusions (e.g., references to Greek or Roman mythology)
2. Religious symbolism (e.qg., references to biblical stories or divine attributes)

3. Use of heroic couplets (pairs of rhymed lines)

can help in selecting words that align with her tone and message.

Step-by-Step Approach to Making the Correct
Selections



Step 1: Read the Entire Excerpt Carefully

Before choosing from the drop-down menus, read the excerpt thoroughly to understand its overall
meaning, tone, and emotional impact. Pay attention to:

e Contextual clues within the lines
e Repeated words or phrases that emphasize particular themes

e The rhythm and flow of the poetry

Step 2: Identify Key Words or Phrases to Complete
Determine what kind of words or phrases are needed:
* Are they nouns, verbs, adjectives, or adverbs?

e Do they serve to enhance imagery, reinforce themes, or clarify meaning?

e Are they intended to fit the meter and rhyme scheme?

Step 3: Use Contextual and Stylistic Clues

Match the options in the drop-down menus with clues from the poem:

« If the line references divine qualities, select words that evoke spirituality (e.g., "almighty,"
"divine").

e If the theme is patriotic or related to liberty, choose words that symbolize freedom or national
pride.

e Ensure the chosen words maintain the poem's formal tone and adhere to its rhythmic pattern.

Step 4: Confirm the Fit Rhythmatically and Thematically



Before finalizing your selection, read the completed lines aloud to verify:

e The meter remains consistent with Wheatley's style.
e The words make sense within the overall message of the poem.

e The tone and mood align with Wheatley's intent.

Common Options in Drop-down Menus and Their
Typical Uses

Words Related to Religious Themes

» Divine: Emphasizes God's power and omnipresence.
e Grace: Represents mercy and spiritual blessing.

¢ Heavenly: Conveys celestial or divine qualities.

Words Reflecting Patriotism and Liberty

e Freedom: Core theme in Wheatley's praise of liberty.
¢ Independence: Symbolizes self-governance and autonomy.

e Liberty: Central to her patriotic expressions.

Words Expressing Personal Reflection or Admiration

¢ Virtue: Denotes moral excellence.

e Glory: Represents honor and praise.



e Gratitude: Expresses thankfulness.

Interpreting the Significance of Correct Word Choices

Enhancing the Poetic Meaning

Choosing the correct words from the drop-down menus ensures that the poem's themes are conveyed
clearly and powerfully. For instance, selecting words that evoke divine qualities or patriotic
sentiments aligns with Wheatley's overarching messages of faith and freedom.

Maintaining Poetic Structure and Style

Proper selections help preserve the rhythm, rhyme scheme, and formal tone characteristic of
Wheatley's heroic couplets. This attention to detail ensures the poem remains stylistically consistent
and aesthetically pleasing.

Deepening Reader Engagement

Accurate choices allow readers to connect more deeply with Wheatley's emotional and spiritual
journey, understanding her messages of hope, gratitude, and resilience.

Conclusion: Appreciating Wheatley's Artistic
Expression

Analyzing and selecting the correct words for wheatley's poem "To" is not merely an exercise in
vocabulary but an exploration of her poetic artistry and the profound themes she articulates. By
carefully considering the context, themes, and stylistic elements, readers can gain a richer
understanding of her work and its significance in American literature. This process underscores the
importance of precision in literary interpretation and the enduring power of Wheatley's voice as a
pioneering poet, inspiring generations with her eloquence and faith.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme conveyed in Phillis Wheatley's poem
excerpt?

The poem emphasizes themes of faith, gratitude, and divine inspiration.

Which literary device is prominently used in Wheatley's poem
excerpt?

The poem utilizes imagery to evoke spiritual reflection.

In the excerpt, Phillis Wheatley addresses which divine
figure?

She addresses God or a higher power.

What is the tone of the poem excerpt?

The tone is reverent and contemplative.

Which historical context enhances the understanding of
Wheatley's poem?

Her experience as an African American poet during the colonial period highlights themes of resilience
and faith.

Additional Resources

Select The Correct Answer From Each Drop-down Menu. Read This Excerpt From Phillis Wheatley's
Poem "To"

Introduction

Phillis Wheatley’s poetry stands as a testament to the resilience and intellectual prowess of an
enslaved African woman in 18th-century America. Among her numerous works, her poem titled
"To"—a piece that often appears in anthologies and academic analyses—serves as a window into her
poetic mastery, her understanding of classical themes, and her engagement with contemporary
issues. This investigative article delves into an excerpt from Wheatley's "To," examining its literary
significance, contextual background, and the interpretive challenges it presents. Through a detailed
analysis, we aim to illuminate how Wheatley's work exemplifies early African-American literary
expression and the broader socio-cultural dynamics of her time.

Background and Context of Phillis Wheatley's "To"



Who Was Phillis Wheatley?

Born in West Africa around 1753, Phillis Wheatley was enslaved as a child and brought to Boston,
where she was purchased by the Wheatley family. Despite the oppressive circumstances of slavery,
she exhibited remarkable intellectual capabilities, learning to read and write at a young age. Her
poetry, often classical in style and themes, challenged stereotypes and demonstrated her literary
talent, earning recognition from prominent figures of her time.

The Significance of "To" in Wheatley's Oeuvre

The poem "To" is emblematic of Wheatley's engagement with classical motifs, religious themes, and
notions of virtue and praise. It typically addresses a person or subject of admiration, serving as an ode
that combines her poetic craftsmanship with her philosophical insights. Analyzing an excerpt from this

poem offers insight into her literary technique and the complexities of her voice as an enslaved
woman asserting agency through art.

The Excerpt Under Investigation

> "Celestial choirs! In lofty notes they raise,

> The song of praise, eternal, and divine;

> While mortal tongues, in trembling, seek to praise

> The matchless Power that formed this world of mine."

This excerpt, often cited in anthologies, exemplifies Wheatley's use of religious imagery and classical
allusions. Our analysis will focus on its language, themes, and underlying messages.

Literary Analysis of the Excerpt

Use of Religious and Celestial Imagery

Wheatley employs vivid imagery to elevate her subject:

- "Celestial choirs" suggests divine beings singing praises, invoking the traditional Christian concept of
angels and heavenly hosts.

- "In lofty notes they raise" emphasizes the grandeur and transcendence of divine praise.

- The imagery links the divine with the natural order, suggesting a harmony between heaven and
earth.

Theme of Praise and Divine Power

The excerpt functions as an ode to a higher power, likely God, emphasizing:

- The eternal and divine nature of the praise.
- The power that created the world—highlighting Wheatley's theological worldview.

Mortal vs. Divine



The contrast between "mortal tongues" and "Celestial choirs" underscores a common poetic motif:
human beings' limited capacity to fully articulate divine truth. Wheatley acknowledges human frailty
("trembling") in attempting to praise the divine, yet still aspires to elevate her words.

Classical Allusions and Poetic Technique

Wheatley's style reflects classical influence:

- Use of elevated diction ("lofty," "matchless," "divine") aligns with neoclassical poetic conventions.
- The invocation of celestial and divine realms echoes classical odes and hymns.

Thematic Significance and Broader Implications
Religion as a Source of Empowerment

Despite her status as an enslaved woman, Wheatley draws strength from her faith—viewing divine
creation and praise as a source of dignity and legitimacy.

The Power of Poetry

The excerpt demonstrates Wheatley's belief in the power of words to bridge the mortal and divine,
asserting her own voice as a vessel of divine truth.

Reflection of 18th-Century Ideals

The poem aligns with Enlightenment ideals—reason, virtue, and the capacity of the individual (even
an enslaved one) to attain moral and spiritual elevation through art.

Interpretive Challenges and Critical Perspectives

Ambiguity in the Subject of Praise

While the excerpt appears to praise divine power, some critics argue it also subtly addresses
Wheatley's own position—using divine praise as a form of self-assertion and resistance against the
dehumanization of slavery.

Cultural and Racial Dimensions

As an African woman writing in a predominantly white, European cultural context, Wheatley's classical
and religious references serve both as a means of assimilation and as a subtle assertion of her
intellectual agency.

The Role of Classical Literature in Wheatley's Poetry

Wheatley's engagement with classical themes was not mere imitation; it was a strategic choice to

elevate her voice within the literary canon and challenge stereotypes about African intelligence and
capacity.



Significance for Literary and Historical Scholarship
Re-evaluating Enslaved Writers

This excerpt exemplifies how enslaved writers like Wheatley navigated and subverted their
circumstances, using classical and religious imagery to assert moral and intellectual agency.

Contribution to American Literary Heritage

Wheatley's "To" and similar works are foundational to American literature, bridging colonial religious
themes with emerging notions of individual dignity.

Modern Relevance

Today, Wheatley's poetry continues to inspire discussions around race, literature, and the power of
voice against oppression.

Conclusion

The excerpt from Phillis Wheatley's "To" encapsulates her mastery of poetic form, her engagement
with religious and classical themes, and her subtle assertion of agency amid adversity. Analyzing such
passages not only deepens our understanding of her work but also highlights the broader cultural and
historical significance of her contributions. Wheatley's poetry remains a powerful testament to
resilience, intellect, and the enduring capacity of art to challenge societal boundaries.

Further Reading and Resources

- "Poetry and Power: The Works of Phillis Wheatley" - An anthology with critical commentary.
- "Phillis Wheatley: Biography and Critical Reception" - A comprehensive scholarly overview.
- "Classical Influences in 18th-Century American Poetry" - An exploration of neoclassical themes.

In summary, the careful selection and interpretation of Wheatley's poetic excerpts reveal her as a
pioneering figure whose work continues to resonate across centuries, embodying the intersection of
artistry, faith, and resilience.
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