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Understanding the profound messages embedded in George Washington's Farewell Address is
essential for appreciating the foundational principles upon which the United States was built. Among
the many valuable warnings and advice he shared, identifying the specific sentence that warns
against particular dangers to the republic is crucial. This article explores the context of Washington's
Farewell Address, highlights the key warnings he delivered, and guides readers in selecting the
correct sentence that encapsulates his cautionary advice.

Introduction to George Washington's Farewell Address

George Washington's Farewell Address, delivered in 1796 as he prepared to leave the presidency,
remains one of the most significant speeches in American history. It was published in newspapers
nationwide and served as a guide for the young nation. Washington's address covers various topics,
including political unity, foreign policy, religion and morality, and the importance of national unity.

The Significance of the Farewell Address

Washington's Farewell Address is often studied for its timeless advice and warnings designed to
preserve the republic. His insights continue to influence political thought and national policy. Among
these warnings, some are more prominent and frequently cited, particularly those concerning political
factions and foreign entanglements.

Key Warnings in Washington's Farewell Address

Washington's speech contains multiple cautions, but the most notable include:

- The dangers of political parties and factionalism.
- The risks of long-term foreign alliances.
- The importance of national unity and morality.
- The threat of sectionalism.

Identifying the sentence that warns specifically about internal divisions or external threats is vital for
understanding Washington's most critical concerns.



Identifying the Sentence That Warns in the Passage

To select the correct sentence, consider the following well-known excerpts from Washington's
Farewell Address:

Option 1:
"The spirit of party serves always to distract the community..."

Option 2:
"Observe good faith and justice towards all nations; cultivate peace and harmony with all."

Option 3:
"Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations, are recommended by policy, humanity, and interest."

Option 4:
"Avoid the accumulation of debt, not only by shunning occasion to borrow, but by vigorous efforts to
discharge the debts already contracted."

Among these, the sentence most directly warning against internal divisions is the first one about
political parties.

Analysis of the Key Sentence: The Warning Against
Political Parties

"The spirit of party serves always to distract the community..."

This sentence vividly encapsulates Washington’s concern about the divisive nature of political
factions. He believed that political parties could lead to factionalism, undermine national unity, and
threaten the stability of the government.

Why is this sentence significant?
- It warns that political parties can distract and divide the nation.
- It suggests that internal discord hampers effective governance.
- It emphasizes the importance of unity over partisan interests.

Historical Context:
In 1796, political parties like the Federalists and Democratic-Republicans were emerging, and
Washington warned that their rivalry could destabilize the young nation.

The Dangers of Foreign Alliances

Another crucial warning from Washington addresses foreign policy, emphasizing caution in entangling
alliances.

Key sentence:



"Observe good faith and justice towards all nations..."

This highlights the importance of fair dealings but also implicitly warns against permanent or overly
close foreign alliances that could entangle the U.S. in unnecessary conflicts.

The Role of Morality and Religion in Governance

Washington also underscores the importance of morality and religion in maintaining a healthy
republic:

Key quote:
"Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are
indispensable supports."

While not a warning per se, it stresses the importance of virtuous conduct in governance.

Sectionalism and Unity

Washington cautioned against sectional differences that could divide the nation:

Key sentence:
"The unity of government which constitutes you one people is now dear to you."

This underscores the importance of preserving national unity to prevent division.

How to Select the Correct Warning Sentence

When analyzing Washington's Farewell Address for warnings, consider these criteria:

- Does the sentence address internal or external threats?
- Is it about political behavior, foreign policy, or societal virtues?
- Does it contain language indicating caution or danger?

Using these criteria helps identify the most impactful warning.

Summary of the Correct Sentence

The sentence:
"The spirit of party serves always to distract the community..."
accurately captures Washington's primary concern about internal division through political factions. It
warns that party spirit can distract and weaken the nation, potentially leading to discord and
undermining the republic’s stability.



Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of Washington's
Warning

George Washington’s Farewell Address continues to serve as a guide for American political conduct.
His warning about the dangers of political parties remains relevant, reminding citizens and leaders
alike to prioritize unity and the common good over partisan interests. Recognizing the specific
sentence that warns about factionalism helps us understand the depth of Washington’s foresight and
the importance of maintaining national cohesion.

Final Thoughts

Choosing the correct sentence from George Washington’s Farewell Address is essential for grasping
his core warnings. The sentence about the spirit of party is particularly significant, as it warns against
internal divisions that could threaten the very fabric of the nation. By studying these warnings,
modern Americans can appreciate the enduring relevance of Washington’s advice and work towards
preserving the unity and integrity of the United States.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of George Washington's Farewell
Address?
The main purpose is to advise the nation on maintaining unity, avoiding political parties, and steering
clear of foreign alliances.

Which sentence in Washington's Farewell Address warns
against political factions?
Washington warns that political parties can lead to division and threaten the unity of the nation.

How does Washington suggest the country should handle
foreign alliances?
He advises avoiding permanent alliances with foreign nations to preserve independence.



What does Washington say about the importance of national
unity in his Farewell Address?
He emphasizes that national unity is essential for the country's strength and stability.

Which sentence from the address cautions against
sectionalism?
Washington warns that sectional divisions can weaken the republic and should be avoided.

What warning does Washington give regarding political
parties?
He warns that political parties can foster divisions and lead to corruption and conflict.

Which part of the Farewell Address addresses the issue of
foreign policy?
Washington's advice on avoiding entangling alliances highlights his views on foreign policy.

How does Washington emphasize the importance of religion
and morality?
He states that religion and morality are indispensable supports for political prosperity and happiness.

What is the overall tone of the passage concerning the future
of the nation?
The tone is cautious but hopeful, emphasizing the need for vigilance and virtue to ensure the nation's
stability.
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Introduction: Unveiling the Wisdom of a Founding Father

George Washington’s Farewell Address, delivered in 1796 as he prepared to leave the presidency,
remains one of the most influential documents in American history. It offers not only a reflection on
the early years of the nation but also timeless guidance on politics, morality, and societal cohesion.
For students, historians, and enthusiasts alike, choosing the correct excerpt from this seminal address
isn't merely an academic exercise; it’s a journey into the core principles that Washington believed
vital for the survival and prosperity of the young republic.



In this detailed exploration, we will analyze the key sentences from Washington’s Farewell Address,
focus on the specific warnings embedded within, and guide you through how to identify the most
impactful and relevant statement. Think of this as an expert review of the passage’s content and
significance, helping you develop a nuanced understanding of Washington’s timeless advice.

---

The Significance of Washington’s Farewell Address

Before diving into the specific sentences, it’s essential to grasp why Washington's Farewell Address
remains so influential. Delivered in a period when the United States was still fragile and facing
internal and external challenges, Washington’s words served as a moral compass and strategic
warning. They emphasized unity, warned against partisan divisions, and cautioned about foreign
entanglements.

The address is often summarized with three core themes:

- Unity of the Nation: The importance of national cohesion over regional or partisan interests.
- Warning Against Political Parties: The dangers of factionalism and divisiveness.
- Foreign Policy Cautions: The risks of long-term alliances and entanglements with foreign powers.

Within these themes, specific sentences serve as warnings that resonate even today, making the task
of selecting the correct text both meaningful and insightful.

---

Analyzing Key Sentences: Which Warns About Specific Dangers?

Let’s now examine some notable sentences from Washington’s address, highlighting their warnings
and significance.

1. The Danger of Political Partisanship

> “The spirit of party serves always to distract the community with ill-founded jealousies and false
alarms, to raise the animosity of one part against another.”

Analysis:
This sentence warns about the divisive nature of political parties. Washington feared that factions
could undermine national unity and foster distrust among citizens. It emphasizes that party spirit can
cloud judgment, create unnecessary conflicts, and threaten the stability of the government.

Why it’s important:
- It highlights the potential for internal discord to weaken the nation.
- It underscores the importance of unity over partisan loyalty.
- It remains relevant in contemporary discussions about polarization and political rivalry.

---

2. Caution Against Foreign Alliances

> “Harmful alliances and entanglements with foreign nations... should be avoided, as they may



compromise our independence and embroil us in unnecessary conflicts.”

Analysis:
While Washington recognizes the necessity of diplomacy, he advises caution with long-term foreign
alliances. His warning is rooted in the belief that entanglements can drag the nation into conflicts that
do not serve its interests.

Why it’s important:
- It advocates for a policy of neutrality and strategic independence.
- In today’s context, it is a reminder to evaluate the long-term implications of international
commitments.
- It warns against overreliance on alliances that could compromise sovereignty.

---

3. The Importance of Moral and Religious Foundations

> “Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are
indispensable supports.”

Analysis:
Washington underscores the foundational role of morality and religion in maintaining a stable,
virtuous republic. He believed that a morally grounded citizenry was essential for the functioning of a
healthy democracy.

Why it’s important:
- It points to the role of ethics in governance.
- It emphasizes civic virtues as pillars of national strength.
- Its relevance persists in debates about the role of morality in public life.

---

Which Sentence Warns About the Dangers of Partisan Divisions?

While multiple sentences contain warnings, the most explicit and widely recognized warning about
internal divisions is:

> “The spirit of party serves always to distract the community with ill-founded jealousies and false
alarms, to raise the animosity of one part against another.”

This sentence directly addresses the peril posed by political factions. Washington’s concern was that
party politics could foster distrust, undermine public confidence, and ultimately threaten the nation’s
cohesion. His words serve as a cautionary note against allowing partisan interests to override the
common good.

Expert recommendation:
- For anyone analyzing Washington’s warnings, this sentence is a prime candidate because it
explicitly discusses the destructive nature of party spirit.
- It encapsulates the broader theme of internal discord and highlights the importance of unity.

---



Which Sentence Cautions Against Foreign Entanglements?

The most prominent warning regarding foreign policy is:

> “Harmful alliances and entanglements with foreign nations... should be avoided, as they may
compromise our independence and embroil us in unnecessary conflicts.”

This statement is a core element of Washington’s foreign policy advice. It advocates for cautious
diplomacy, emphasizing that alliances should serve national interests rather than compromise
sovereignty or lead to unnecessary wars.

Expert recommendation:
- This sentence is pivotal for understanding Washington’s stance on foreign policy.
- It remains relevant in contemporary debates about international relations and military
commitments.

---

Which Sentence Emphasizes Moral and Religious Foundations?

The sentence:

> “Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are
indispensable supports.”

is crucial for understanding Washington’s view on civic virtue. It suggests that societal stability
depends on shared moral principles, often rooted in religion, which guide citizens’ behavior and
uphold social order.

Expert recommendation:
- This sentence is essential when discussing the ethical underpinnings of governance.
- It offers insight into Washington’s belief that morality sustains political institutions.

---

How To Select The Correct Text: A Step-by-Step Guide

To identify the most relevant sentence that warns of a specific danger from Washington’s Farewell
Address, follow these steps:

1. Identify the core theme:
- Is the passage about political division, foreign policy, morality, or another topic?

2. Look for explicit warnings:
- Does the sentence contain words like “danger,” “warn,” “avoid,” or “threat”?

3. Assess the context:
- Does the sentence relate directly to the issue you are analyzing (e.g., factionalism or foreign
alliances)?

4. Prioritize clarity and impact:



- Choose sentences that clearly articulate the warning and have historical significance.

5. Match to contemporary relevance:
- Consider how the warning applies today, which can deepen understanding.

---

Final Thoughts: The Enduring Relevance of Washington’s Warnings

George Washington’s Farewell Address remains a foundational document for understanding American
political philosophy. Its warnings against partisan divisions, foreign entanglements, and the
importance of morality are as relevant today as they were over two centuries ago.

For students and scholars, selecting the correct sentence from this passage involves recognizing the
core message and understanding its implications. The explicit warnings about factionalism and
foreign alliances, particularly the sentences highlighted above, serve as guiding lights for responsible
civic engagement.

In conclusion, the most critical sentence that warns about internal dangers is:

> “The spirit of party serves always to distract the community with ill-founded jealousies and false
alarms, to raise the animosity of one part against another.”

And for external threats:

> “Harmful alliances and entanglements with foreign nations... should be avoided, as they may
compromise our independence and embroil us in unnecessary conflicts.”

By mastering the art of selecting these texts, you deepen your comprehension of American
foundational principles and appreciate the wisdom of one of its greatest leaders.

---

Whether used for academic purposes or personal enrichment, understanding Washington’s warnings
offers valuable lessons for maintaining the integrity and independence of a nation.
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