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Thomas Paine's "The American Crisis, Number 1" is a powerful and influential
piece of writing that played a crucial role in inspiring the American
colonists during the Revolutionary War. Among its many rhetorical devices,
Paine skillfully employs appeals to bolster his arguments and motivate his
audience. In this article, we will analyze the lines from Paine’s work to
identify which ones use an appeal, examining how these appeals function to
persuade and energize the readers.

Understanding Rhetorical Appeals in Literature

Before diving into specific lines from Paine’s "The American Crisis," it's
important to understand what rhetorical appeals are. Aristotle identified
three main types of appeals that writers and speakers use to persuade
audiences:

Ethos (Credibility)

- Establishing the author’s credibility or moral character.
- Building trust with the audience.

Pathos (Emotion)

- Appealing to the audience’s emotions.
- Inspiring feelings such as patriotism, fear, or hope.

Logos (Logic)
- Using logical reasoning and evidence.
- Presenting facts and rational arguments.

Paine’s writing masterfully combines these appeals, but particular lines
stand out for their emotional impact or credibility enhancement.



Lines from "The American Crisis, Number 1" That
Use an Appeal

Let’s examine some notable lines from Paine’s work and identify which appeal
each employs.

Line 1: "These are the times that try men’s souls."

- Type of appeal: Pathos

- Analysis: This line evokes a sense of hardship and challenge, stirring
feelings of resilience and patriotism. It appeals to the reader’s emotions by
emphasizing the gravity of the situation and the need for perseverance.

Line 2: "The harder the conflict, the more glorious
the triumph."

- Type of appeal: Pathos

- Analysis: Paine appeals to the reader’s hope and pride, suggesting that
struggles lead to greatness. This emotional appeal encourages persistence and
confidence in eventual victory.

Line 3: "Tyranny, like hell, is not easily
conquered."

- Type of appeal: Logos and Pathos

- Analysis: This line combines logical reasoning with emotional intensity,
acknowledging the difficulty of overcoming tyranny while inspiring resolve.
It appeals to the audience’s sense of realism and determination.

Line 4: "The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot
will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of
their country."

- Type of appeal: Pathos and Ethos

- Analysis: Paine criticizes those who lack commitment, appealing to the
reader’s sense of duty (ethos) and emotional sense of patriotism. It urges
genuine supporters to stand firm.

Line 5: "Let it be told to the future world, that in
the depths of winter, when nothing but hope and
virtue could survive, the city and the country,



alike, rose with one mind."

- Type of appeal: Pathos
- Analysis: This line appeals to national pride and hope, inspiring readers
by highlighting collective resilience and moral strength in difficult times.

Identifying the Most Persuasive Appeal in
Paine’s Work

While Paine employs various appeals throughout "The American Crisis," certain
lines stand out for their powerful use of rhetoric.

Focus on Emotional Appeal (Pathos)

- Paine’s use of pathos is evident in lines that evoke feelings of
patriotism, sacrifice, and resilience.

- Examples include: "These are the times that try men’s souls" and "Let it be
told to the future world..."

Focus on Ethical Credibility (Ethos)

- Paine bolsters his credibility by asserting moral authority and calling
upon shared values.

- For example: "The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this
crisis, shrink from the service of their country," implying that true
patriots are those who stand firm.

Focus on Logical Reasoning (Logos)

- Paine appeals to reason by acknowledging the difficulties faced and framing
them as challenges worth overcoming.

Conclusion: Which Lines Use an Appeal?

Among the lines analyzed, the one that distinctly employs an appeal to
emotion (pathos) effectively is:

e "These are the times that try men’s souls."

This line directly stirs feelings of resilience and patriotism, urging
Americans to remain steadfast despite hardships. Its emotional resonance is a
key reason why it remains memorable and impactful.



In summary:

- Paine’'s "The American Crisis, Number 1" is rich with appeals designed to
motivate and unify colonists.

- Many lines use pathos to evoke emotional responses, inspiring courage and
perseverance.

- Some lines incorporate ethos, establishing Paine’s credibility and moral
authority.

- Others combine logos and pathos to present a compelling argument for
resistance.

By understanding these rhetorical strategies, readers can appreciate how
Paine’s words continue to inspire action and patriotism. The most compelling
use of appeal in the lines from Paine’s work is his invocation of emotional
resilience with the phrase "These are the times that try men’s souls," which
captures the essence of his persuasive power.

Summary:

- "The American Crisis, Number 1" is a masterful example of rhetorical
persuasion.

- Paine employs ethos, pathos, and logos to rally support for independence.
- The line "These are the times that try men’s souls" exemplifies powerful
emotional appeal.

- Recognizing these appeals enhances our understanding of effective
persuasive writing.

Whether you’re studying rhetoric or seeking inspiration, Paine’s words remind
us of the power of emotional and moral appeals in shaping history and
motivating action.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of Thomas Paine's 'The
American Crisis, Number 1'?

The main purpose is to inspire and motivate American colonists to continue
their fight for independence from Britain during a difficult time.

Which line from 'The American Crisis, Number 1' uses
an appeal to emotion?

Line: 'These are the times that try men's souls.' This appeals to the
reader's emotions by emphasizing the seriousness of the situation.

How does Thomas Paine appeal to patriotism in his



writing?

He appeals to patriotism by emphasizing the importance of fighting for
liberty and the rights of Americans, urging readers to stand firm for their
country.

Which rhetorical device is primarily used in the
phrase 'Tyranny, like hell, is not easily
conquered'?

This uses a comparison (simile) to evoke a sense of urgency and resolve,
appealing to the reader's sense of strength and perseverance.

Does Paine use an appeal to reason or emotion in
urging Americans to continue the fight?

He uses both, but particularly appeals to emotion to rally the spirits of his
readers during a critical time.

Can you identify an example of Paine appealing to a
sense of moral duty in his writing?

Yes, when he states, 'The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of
all mankind,' he appeals to a moral sense of justice and duty.

What is the effect of Paine's use of vivid language
and emotional appeals in this pamphlet?

It stirs the reader's emotions, strengthens resolve, and encourages
perseverance in the struggle for independence.

Which line from the text i1s an example of an appeal
to hope?

Line: 'The harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph.' This appeals
to hope by suggesting eventual victory despite current hardships.

Why does Thomas Paine include powerful emotional
appeals in 'The American Crisis, Number 1'?

He includes emotional appeals to motivate and inspire Americans to remain
committed to the fight for independence during challenging times.
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Introduction: Understanding the Power of
Persuasion in Thomas Paine's "The American
Crisis, Number 1"

In the rich landscape of American revolutionary literature, Thomas Paine's
"The American Crisis, Number 1" stands out not only for its stirring rhetoric
but also for its masterful use of persuasive techniques. Published in
December 1776 amidst the tumult of the Revolutionary War, this pamphlet was
designed to bolster the morale of the American colonists and rally them to
the cause of independence. As we delve into its lines, one element emerges as
particularly compelling: the strategic and effective use of appeal.

Appeal, in rhetorical terms, refers to the methods used by speakers or
writers to persuade their audience by appealing to their emotions, values, or
sense of identity. Paine’s writing is a textbook example of this technique in
action, combining logical reasoning with emotional resonance to inspire
action. This article will explore how Paine employs appeal in "The American
Crisis," analyze specific lines that exemplify this technique, and
demonstrate why appeal remains a vital tool in persuasive writing.

What is an Appeal in Rhetoric?

Defining Appeal

In classical rhetoric, appeal is one of the three core modes of persuasion
identified by Aristotle, alongside ethos (credibility) and logos (logic).
Appeal primarily targets the audience's emotions (pathos) to motivate them
toward a particular response. It is a way of making the audience feel a
certain way-hope, anger, pride, or urgency—that aligns with the speaker's or
writer's objective.

Types of appeals include:

- Emotional Appeal (Pathos): Stirring feelings such as patriotism, fear, or
hope.



- Moral Appeal (Ethos): Invoking shared values, ethics, or a sense of duty.
- Logical Appeal (Logos): Using reason and evidence to persuade.

In the context of Paine's work, appeal predominantly manifests as emotional
and moral appeals designed to invigorate the colonists' resolve.

Analyzing "The American Crisis, Number 1":
Which Lines Use Appeal?

Thomas Paine's writing is replete with lines that directly and indirectly
appeal to the reader's emotions and sense of morality. Let's examine some of
the most powerful examples.

1. The Call to Courage and Patriotism

> "These are the times that try men's souls."

This opening line is a classic example of emotional appeal. Paine evokes a
sense of challenge and adversity, framing the current hardships as a test of
character. It appeals to the reader's pride and resilience, encouraging them
to see themselves as capable of rising to the occasion. The phrase resonates
with a collective identity, fostering a sense of shared struggle.

Why it appeals:
- It evokes feelings of pride and perseverance.

- It positions the reader as part of a noble, challenging endeavor.
- It frames hardship as a test of moral fiber, appealing to shared values.

2. The Urgency of the Moment

> "The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all mankind."

Here, Paine appeals to universal morality and justice. By framing the
American cause as a fight for all humanity, he elevates the stakes from local
conflict to a moral imperative. This appeals to the reader's sense of justice
and the moral duty to support a just cause.

Why it appeals:

- It appeals to universal values of justice and human rights.
- It creates a sense of moral obligation to support independence.



- It elevates the conflict beyond mere politics to a moral crusade.

3. The Call to Action and Resilience

> "Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation
with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph."

This line is an emotional rallying cry. Paine acknowledges the difficulty of
the struggle but couples it with hope and resilience. The metaphor comparing
tyranny to hell stirs feelings of injustice and moral outrage, urging the
reader to persevere.

Why it appeals:

- It stirs feelings of righteous indignation.

- It fosters hope and resilience in the face of adversity.
- It appeals to the reader’s sense of moral victory.

How Does Paine Use Appeal Effectively?
Analyzing Techniques and Strategies

Thomas Paine combines various rhetorical devices to craft lines that resonate
emotionally and morally. Here’s an in-depth look at his techniques.

1. Use of Vivid Metaphors and Imagery

Paine employs powerful imagery to evoke emotional responses. For example,
describing tyranny as "hell" creates a visceral impression that stirs outrage
and moral indignation.

Example:

> "Tyranny, like hell..."

Impact:

- Evokes strong negative emotions towards oppression.
- Creates a vivid mental image that motivates resistance.



2. Framing the Conflict as a Moral and Noble Cause

By asserting that the American cause is linked to universal human rights,
Paine appeals to the audience’s sense of morality.

Example:
> "The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all mankind."
Impact:

- Instills a sense of moral duty.
- Connects the struggle to higher ideals, making it more compelling.

3. Invoking Collective Identity and Pride

Using inclusive language, Paine appeals to the audience’s patriotism and
shared identity.

Example:
> "These are the times that try men's souls."”
Impact:

- Creates a rallying cry.
- Fosters unity and shared purpose.

4. Employing Rhetorical Questions and Repetition

Though not directly examples of appeal, these devices reinforce emotional
responses.

Example:
> "What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly."

Repetition emphasizes the importance of valuing hard-won freedom, appealing
to national pride.

The Impact of Appeal in Motivating Action



Thomas Paine’s strategic use of appeal was crucial in transforming passive
observers into active participants in the revolutionary cause. By tapping
into the colonists' emotions—pride, hope, outrage, and moral duty—he inspired
resilience during a time of crisis.

Key outcomes of his appeals include:

- Renewed patriotism amid adversity.

- A sense of moral obligation to fight tyranny.

- Increased morale and collective resolve.

- Motivation to endure hardships and persist in the struggle.

In summary, Paine's use of appeal:

- Fosters emotional engagement.

- Mobilizes moral conviction.

- Reinforces shared identity and purpose.

- Creates a sense of urgency and importance.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Appeal in
Persuasive Writing

Thomas Paine’s "The American Crisis, Number 1" exemplifies how effective
appeals can galvanize a nation. His lines are carefully crafted to evoke
feelings of patriotism, justice, and resilience, demonstrating that
appeals—when used skillfully—can inspire action in even the direst
circumstances.

As a masterful communicator, Paine shows us that appeals are not mere
rhetorical devices but vital tools that can ignite hope, moral conviction,
and collective effort. Whether in revolutionary times or modern discourse,
understanding and harnessing the power of appeal remains fundamental to
persuasive writing and speaking.

In essence, Paine's work teaches us that words imbued with genuine emotional
and moral appeal can rally nations and shape history.
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