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Understanding the tense used in a literary excerpt is fundamental to grasping its narrative perspective,
thematic depth, and emotional tone. When analyzing a passage from Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness,
particularly paragraph 2, it becomes crucial to identify whether the passage is written in past, present, or
future tense, and from whose point of view it is narrated. This analysis not only deepens comprehension
but also enhances appreciation of Conrad’s stylistic choices. In this article, we will explore the tense
employed in the selected passage, discuss the narrative point of view, and examine how these elements

influence the reader’s interpretation of the text.

Understanding Tense in Literature

Tense in literature refers to the grammatical tense that indicates when an action occurs—past, present, or
future. The choice of tense by an author can significantly impact the mood, immediacy, and overall tone of

the narrative.

Common Tenses in Literary Works

- Past tense: Most traditional narratives are written in past tense, recounting events that have already
happened.
- Present tense: Creates immediacy, making the reader feel as if the events are unfolding in real-time.

- Future tense: Less common, used to project or speculate about upcoming events.

In Heart of Darkness, Conrad predominantly employs past tense, aligning with the novel’s reflective and
retrospective tone. However, there are instances where shifts to present tense or shifts in perspective

subtly influence the narrative.



Analyzing Paragraph 2 of Heart of Darkness

To determine the tense and point of view in paragraph 2, let’s first consider the typical structure and

content of this part of the novel.

Content Overview of Paragraph 2

Paragraph 2 often involves the narrator’s reflections, setting descriptions, or the introduction of key
thematic elements. It might describe the environment, characters’ actions, or internal thoughts using

various grammatical structures.

Identifying the Tense

Key indicators include:
- Use of verbs like was, had, had been suggest past tense.
- Use of is, are, am suggest present tense.

- Verbs like will or shall indicate future tense.

Example analysis:
Suppose paragraph 2 states:
"The river was there—silent, serious, and unchangeable.”

This phrase is in past tense, indicating a reflective recounting of a scene or setting.

Alternatively, if the paragraph reads:
"The river is there—silent, serious, and unchangeable.”

This would suggest present tense, emphasizing immediacy and a vivid, ongoing scene.
Conclusion:

In most editions, paragraph 2 of Heart of Darkness is written primarily in past tense, reflecting the

narrative's retrospective nature.

Point of View in the Passage

Beyond tense, it’s essential to analyze from whose point of view the passage is narrated—first person, third

person, or another perspective.



Narrative Perspective in Heart of Darkness

- The novel is predominantly narrated by an unnamed first-person
narrator, Marlow, who recounts his journey and reflections.

- The narration often shifts between Marlow’s perspective and an

overarching, sometimes unreliable, third-person narrative.

Point of View in Paragraph 2

- If the passage contains personal reflections like "I looked at the river" or
"It seemed to me", it’s from Marlow’s first-person point of view.

- If it uses "He observed" or "It appeared to them", it might be a third-
person perspective.

Importance of Point of View:
The perspective influences how the reader interprets the
scene—whether as a subjective experience (first person) or an external

observation (third person).

The Impact of Tense and Point of View on Interpretation

The combination of tense and point of view shapes the reader’s emotional

engagement and understanding of the themes.



How Tense Affects Meaning

- Past tense fosters a sense of reflection and nostalgia, aligning with the
novel’s themes of memory and introspection.
- Present tense creates immediacy, making the reader feel involved in

the unfolding events, heightening tension and emotional impact.

How Point of View Influences Perception

- First-person narration (Marlow’s voice): Offers an intimate, personal
perspective, often tinged with subjectivity and moral ambiguity.

- Third-person narration: Provides a more detached or omniscient view,
which can serve to portray broader societal critiques or thematic

universality.

Why Understanding Tense and Point of View Matters

Analyzing the tense and perspective in a literary passage enhances
comprehension and enriches interpretation. It allows readers and scholars

to:

- Identify the narrator’s attitude and reliability

« Understand the emotional tone of the passage



 Recognize thematic underpinnings related to memory, time, and

morality

- Appreciate stylistic choices that contribute to the overall narrative

structure

Practical Steps for Analyzing Tense and Perspective in Literary

Passages

To conduct a thorough analysis of any paragraph, including paragraph 2 of
Heart of Darkness, consider the following steps:
1. Identify verb forms: Look for key verbs that indicate tense.

2. Note shifts in tense: Observe if the tense remains consistent or shifts

within the paragraph.

3. Examine pronouns and narrative cues: Determine who is narrating

and from what perspective based on pronouns and contextual clues.

4. Assess the emotional tone: Connect tense and perspective to the mood

conveyed.



5. Relate to thematic elements: Consider how tense and point of view
reinforce the themes of Heart of Darkness, such as imperialism,

morality, and human nature.

Conclusion

The passage from Heart of Darkness (paragraph 2) is primarily written in
the past tense, reflecting the novel’s retrospective and contemplative
style. The point of view is from Marlow’s first-person narrative, which
fosters intimacy and subjectivity, allowing readers to engage deeply with
his perceptions and moral reflections. Recognizing these grammatical and
narrative choices is vital for a nuanced understanding of the text’s themes

and emotional resonance.

By paying close attention to tense and perspective, scholars and readers
can uncover layers of meaning, appreciate Conrad’s stylistic artistry, and
gain a richer understanding of this profound literary work. Whether
examining the subtle shifts or the overarching narrative structure, these

elements are instrumental in unlocking the depths of Heart of Darkness.



In summary, analyzing the tense and point of view of paragraph 2 from
Heart of Darkness reveals the novel’s reflective tone, the narrator’s
subjective perspective, and how these choices shape the reader’s
interpretation of the story’s themes and emotional landscape. Mastery of
these elements enhances both literary appreciation and critical analysis.

Frequently Asked Questions

What tense is used in the passage from Heart of Darkness (paragraph 2)?

The passage is written in the past tense.

Why is the past tense significant in the context of Heart of Darkness?

The past tense reflects the narrator's recounting of events that have

already occurred, emphasizing reflection and memory.

How does the tense in paragraph 2 influence the reader's understanding

of the narrative?

Using the past tense creates a sense of immediacy and reflection, allowing

readers to see the events as remembered by the narrator.



From whose point of view is the passage in paragraph 2 written?

The passage is written from the narrator's point of view, likely Marlow's,

as he recounts his experiences.

How does the tense choice relate to the narrator's perspective in Heart of
Darkness?

The past tense aligns with the narrator's role as a storyteller, providing a

retrospective perspective on events.

Is the tense used in paragraph 2 consistent with the overall narrative
style of Heart of Darkness?

Yes, the novel predominantly uses the past tense for storytelling,

maintaining consistency throughout the narrative.

Additional Resources
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Understanding the tense and perspective in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of
Darkness is crucial to grasping the novel’s themes, tone, and narrative

complexity. When analyzing a specific passage—particularly paragraph



2—it's essential to identify the tense used, the narrative point of view,
and how these elements influence the reader’s interpretation. This guide
aims to dissect that passage comprehensively, offering insights into its

grammatical structure, narrative technique, and thematic significance.

Introduction: The Significance of Tense and Point of View in

Literary Analysis

In literature, tense and narrative point of view are not merely
grammatical choices—they are tools that shape the reader’s engagement,
emotional response, and understanding of the story. In Heart of Darkness,
Conrad employs shifting tenses and perspectives to evoke ambiguity,

psychological depth, and the unsettling exploration of human nature.

Why focus on the tense and point of view?

- They influence how the story unfolds and how meaning is constructed.
- They reveal character psychology and thematic nuances.

- They aid in understanding the narrative’s layered structure, especially
in a novella that blends storytelling modes.

Analyzing the Passage: Context and Content



Before diving into tense analysis, it’s vital to contextualize the passage.
Paragraph 2 of Heart of Darkness typically follows the initial framing
narrative, often involving the narrator (the unnamed sailor or Marlow

himself) reflecting on the journey or setting the scene.

Key features of the passage:

- Descriptive language that sets mood.

- Reflection on past events or impressions.

- Use of specific grammatical structures that reveal the narrator's

perspective.

Identifying the Tense in the Passage

The core question: "The following passage from Heart of Darkness

(paragraph 2) is written in the _ tense, from _ point of view?"

Let’s break down the typical tense usage in this paragraph:
Predominant Use of Past Tense

Most of Heart of Darkness is narrated in the past tense, aligning with its

retrospective storytelling style. In paragraph 2, you are likely to

encounter:



- Simple Past Tense:

- "I remember"

- "It was"

- "He looked"

- Past Continuous Tense:

- "He was standing"”

- "The river was flowing"
- Past Perfect Tense:

- "I had seen"”

- "He had spoken"

This consistent past tense indicates that the narrator is recounting events
that have already occurred, adding a layer of reflective distance and
narrative authority.

Presence of Present Tense (Occasional or Stylistic Choices)

Sometimes, authors incorporate present tense for immediacy or emphasis.

For example:

- "The fog is thick" (to evoke a sense of current atmosphere)

- "He looks at me" (to create a feeling of direct engagement)

In Heart of Darkness, this mixture may serve to heighten the reader’s

sensory experience and psychological immediacy.

Summary of Tense Usage



- Main tense: Past tense (simple, continuous, perfect)
- Occasional present tense: For descriptive or immediate effect
- Implication: The narration is predominantly retrospective, with

moments of immediacy to deepen immersion.

Point of View in the Passage

Understanding the point of view involves identifying the narrator’s

perspective:
The Narrative Voice

- First-Person Narration:
- The narrator (often Marlow or the sailor) uses "I" to share personal
impressions and reflections.

- This creates intimacy and subjective insight.

- Limited Perspective:

- The narrator’s view is confined to their perceptions, knowledge, and
emotional responses.

- Readers are invited into their internal world but may not access other

characters’ thoughts directly.

How Point of View Shapes the Passage



- The narrator’s personal tone influences mood and thematic emphasis.
- The retrospective nature (looking back) provides a reflective tone, often

tinged with nostalgia, skepticism, or philosophical pondering.
Example Analysis

Suppose the paragraph begins with:
_"I remember the night when the river seemed to stretch endlessly..."_
This indicates a first-person, past-tense narrative, emphasizing personal

memory and subjective experience.

Why These Grammatical Choices Matter

Understanding the tense and point of view in this passage reveals several

key aspects of Conrad’s storytelling:

1. Creates a Retrospective, Reflective Tone
The past tense signals that the narrator is recounting events from

memory, allowing for reflection, analysis, and sometimes ambiguity.

2. Builds Psychological Depth
The first-person perspective immerses the reader in the narrator’s inner

world, revealing emotions, doubts, and perceptions that color the story.



3. Enhances Thematic Ambiguity
The subjective narration aligns with themes of uncertainty and moral

ambiguity—central to Heart of Darkness.

4. Establishes Narrative Authority
The consistent past tense lends a sense of storytelling authority, even as

the narrative questions reality and morality.

Common Features in Heart of Darkness’ Narrative Style

To deepen your understanding, consider these features typical of Conrad’s
stylistic choices:

- Shifting Tenses: Occasional switches to present tense for immediacy
- Unreliable Narrator: Subjective perspective invites skepticism

- Layered Narration: Framing devices (such as Marlow’s storytelling
within the frame) create multiple layers of perspective

- Descriptive, Lyrical Language: Heightens mood and atmosphere

Practical Steps to Analyze Tense and Point of View in the

Passage



1. Identify Verbs and Tenses:
- Highlight all verbs to see which tenses are used.

- Note any shifts or inconsistencies.

2. Determine the Narrative Voice:
- Look for pronouns: "I," "we," "they"
- Assess whether the narrator is recounting past events or describing the

present moment.

3. Assess the Effect of Tense and Perspective:
- Does the past tense create distance or nostalgia?
- Does the first-person voice foster intimacy or subjectivity?

- How do these choices influence mood and themes?

4. Contextualize Within the Novel:

- Consider how this passage fits into the overarching narrative structure.

Conclusion: The Power of Tense and Point of View in

Conveying Meaning

In sum, the passage from Heart of Darkness (paragraph 2) is
predominantly written in the past tense from a first-person point of view.
These choices serve multiple purposes: establishing a reflective tone,

immersing the reader in personal perception, and reinforcing the themes



of memory, ambiguity, and moral complexity. By analyzing the tense
and perspective, readers gain a richer understanding of Conrad’s narrative
technique and the psychological depths of his characters.

Mastering the analysis of tense and point of view unlocks a deeper
appreciation of Heart of Darkness’s stylistic nuances and thematic richness,

making it an essential skill for literary study and appreciation.

Remember: When approaching any literary passage, always consider
how grammatical choices—particularly tense and perspective—shape

your understanding of the story’s meaning and emotional impact.
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