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THE LANDSCAPE OF AMERICAN AGRICULTURE HAS EXPERIENCED PROFOUND CHANGES OVER THE PAST CENTURY. BY THE YEAR
2000, THE COUNTRY HAD SEEN A DRAMATIC REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF FARMS AND FARMERS, REFLECTING SHIFTS IN
TECHNOLOGY, ECONOMICS, POLICY, AND SOCIETAL TRENDS. SPECIFICALLY, THE UNITED STATES HAD ABOUT 60 PERCENT FEWER
FARMS AND PERCENT FEWER FARMERS IN 2000 THAN IN PREVIOUS DECADES. UNDERSTANDING THESE CHANGES IS
CRUCIAL FOR GRASPING THE EVOLUTION OF AGRICULTURE IN THE US, THE IMPLICATIONS FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES, AND THE
FUTURE OF FARMING PRACTICES.

HisToricAL ConNTEXT oF U.S. FARMING TRENDS

EvoLuTION oF AMERICAN AGRICULTURE

THROUGHOUT THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES, AMERICAN AGRICULTURE UNDERWENT SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATIONS. FROM
SMALL FAMILY FARMS TO LARGE AGRIBUSINESSES, THE SECTOR ADAPTED TO TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS, CHANGING
MARKETS, AND POLICY REFORMS. THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY SAW A SURGE IN FARM NUMBERS, BUT THIS TREND REVERSED
SIGNIFICANTLY IN THE LATTER HALF OF THE CENTURY.

DecLINE IN FARM NUMBERS

THE DECLINE IN THE NUMBER OF FARMS HAS BEEN A CONSISTENT TREND SINCE THE MID-20TH CENTURY. SEVERAL FACTORS
CONTRIBUTED TO THIS REDUCTION:

- MECHANIZATION: INTRODUCTION OF TRACTORS, COMBINES, AND OTHER MACHINERY REDUCED THE NEED FOR LARGE LABOR
FORCES.

- CONSOLIDATION: SMALLER FARMS MERGED INTO LARGER OPERATIONS TO ACHIEVE ECONOMIES OF SCALE.

- EconoMIC PRESSURES: FLUCTUATIONS IN CROP PRICES, RISING INPUT COSTS, AND COMPETITION FROM IMPORTED GOODS MADE
SMALL-SCALE FARMING LESS VIABLE.

- URBANIZATION: MOVEMENT OF POPULATIONS TOWARD CITIES DECREASED THE RURAL FARMING POPULATION.

QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS OF FARM AND FARMER DECLINE

Numser ofF FArRMs IN 2000

ACCORDING TO USDA REPORTS, THE NUMBER OF FARMS IN THE UNITED STATES IN 2000 WAS APPROXIMATELY 2.2 MILLION.
THIS FIGURE REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT DECREASE FROM EARLIER DECADES:

- IN 1935, THERE WERE ABOUT 6.8 MILLION FARMS.
- By 1950, THE NUMBER DECLINED TO APPROXIMATELY 5.8 MILLION.



- THE TREND CONTINUED, REACHING AROUND 2.2 MILLION IN 2000.

THIS DECLINE EQUATES TO ROUGHLY 60 PERCENT FEWER FARMS SINCE THE MID-20TH CENTURY.

Numeer ofF FARMERS IN 2000

\W/HILE THE NUMBER OF FARMS DECREASED SHARPLY, THE NUMBER OF FARMERS—PARTICULARLY THOSE ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN
FARMING—ALSO DECLINED BUT AT A DIFFERENT RATE. THE USDA ESTIMATED THAT THERE WERE ABOUT 1.1 MILLION PRINCIPAL
FARM OPERATORS IN 2000.

COMPARED TO PREVIOUS DECADES:

- IN 1950, THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY 8.4 MILLION FARMERS.

- IN 1970, THIS NUMBER DECLINED TO ABOUT 4.5 MILLION.

- By 2000, IT FURTHER DECREASED TO ROUGHLY 1.1 MILLION.

THIS INDICATES A DECLINE OF APPROXIMATELY 85-90 PERCENT IN THE TOTAL NUMBER OF FARMERS SINCE THE ]9505, THOUGH
THE EXACT PERCENTAGE DEPENDS ON THE SPECIFIC COMPARISON PERIOD.

NoTE: THE BLANK IN THE ORIGINAL STATEMENT CAN BE FILLED WITH THE PRECISE PERCENT AGE DECLINE IN THE NUMBER OF
FARMERS, WHICH IS APPROXIMATELY 85-90 PERCENT FROM 1950 To 2000.

FAcTOrs CONTRIBUTING TO THE DECLINE IN FARMS AND FARMERS

TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS

THE DEVELOPMENT AND ADOPTION OF ADVANCED MACHINERY, SUCH AS TRACTORS, HARVESTERS, AND GPS-GuIDED EQUIPMENT,
HAVE INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY PER WORKER. THIS HAS ALLOWED FARMS TO OPERATE EFFICIENTLY WITH FEWER LABORERS,
LEADING TO FARM CONSOLIDATION AND FEWER FARMERS NEEDED PER FARM.

EconoMic AND MARKET FORCES

- PRICE VOLATILITY: FLUCTUATIONS IN COMMODITY PRICES HAVE MADE SMALL-SCALE FARMING LESS SUSTAINABLE.

- INPUT CosTs: RISING COSTS FOR LAND, SEEDS, FERTILIZERS, AND EQUIPMENT HAVE FAVORED LARGER OPERATIONS THAT CAN
SPREAD EXPENSES OVER A BIGGER OUTPUT.

- GLosAL COMPETITION: INCREASED IMPORTS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE HAVE IMPACTED U.S. FARMERS' PROFITABILITY.

PoLicy AND LAND Use CHANGES

GOVERNMENT POLICIES, INCLUDING SUBSIDIES AND CONSERVATION PROGRAMS, HAVE INFLUENCED FARM SIZE AND STRUCTURE.
ADDITIONALLY, URBAN SPRAWL AND LAND DEVELOPMENT HAVE REDUCED AV AILABLE FARMLAND.

DemoGrAPHIC CHANGES



THE AGING FARM POPULATION AND YOUNGER GENERATIONS' MIGRATION TO URBAN AREAS HAVE RESULTED IN FEWER NEW
FARMERS ENTERING THE SECTOR.

IMPACTS oF FARM AND FARMER DECLINE

RurAL CoMMUNITY DYNAMICS

- DECLINING FARM NUMBERS HAVE LED TO REDUCED ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN RURAL AREAS.
- LOSS OF AGRICULTURAL JOBS AFFECTS LOCAL BUSINESSES AND SERVICES.
- CHANGES IN COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHICS, OFTEN WITH AGING POPULATIONS.

Foob PRODUCTION AND SECURITY

- LARGER, MORE EFFICIENT FARMS HAVE INCREASED OVERALL PRODUCTIVITY, BUT CONCERNS EXIST REGARDING SUSTAINABILITY
AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS.
- THE CONSOLIDATION CAN REDUCE AGRICULTURAL DIVERSITY AND RESILIENCE.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

- LARGER FARMS MAY HAVE MORE SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINTS PER UNIT OF LAND.
- CONVERSELY, THEY OFTEN ADOPT MORE SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES DUE TO ECONOMIES OF SCALE.

FUTURE OuTLOOK AND TRENDS

EMERGING TRENDS IN AGRICULTURE

DESPITE THE DECLINE IN THE NUMBER OF FARMS AND FARMERS, AGRICULTURE CONTINUES TO EVOLVE!:

- TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION: PRECISION AGRICULTURE, AUTOMATION, AND DATA ANALYTICS ARE TRANSFORMING FARMING
PRACTICES.

- VERTICAL AND URBAN FARMING: NEW METHODS ARE EMERGING TO GROW FOOD IN URBAN ENVIRONMENTS.

- SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES: EMPHASIS ON ECO-FRIENDLY FARMING TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE AND RESOURCE CONSERVATION.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

- ENCOURAGING NEW ENTRANTS INTO FARMING TO REPLACE RETIRING FARMERS.
- SUPPORTING SMALL-SCALE AND FAMILY FARMS TO MAINTAIN DIVERSITY.
- BALANCING PRODUCTIVITY WITH ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY.



SUMMARY

THE DECLINE OF FARMS AND FARMERS IN THE UNITED STATES BY 2000 REFLECTS A SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATION IN
AGRICULTURE OVER THE PAST CENTURY. THE COUNTRY EXPERIENCED APPROXIMATELY 60 PERCENT FEWER FARMS AND ABOUT
85-90 PERCENT FEWER FARMERS SINCE THE MID-20TH CENTURY. THESE CHANGES HAVE BEEN DRIVEN BY TECHNOLOGICAL
ADVANCES, ECONOMIC PRESSURES, DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS, AND POLICY INFLUENCES. \WHILE LARGE-SCALE, EFFICIENT FARMS
DOMINATE THE LANDSCAPE TODAY, THE FUTURE OF U.S. AGRICULTURE WILL LIKELY INVOLVE BALANCING TECHNOLOGICAL
INNOVATION, SUSTAINABILITY, AND SUPPORT FOR DIVERSE FARMING COMMUNITIES.

UNDERSTANDING THESE HISTORICAL TRENDS IS ESSENTIAL FOR POLICYMAKERS, FARMERS, AND COMMUNITIES TO NAVIGATE THE
ONGOING EVOLUTION OF AMERICAN AGRICULTURE AND ENSURE ITS RESILIENCE AND SUSTAINABILITY FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.
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FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT WAS THE APPROXIMATE PERCENT AGE DECREASE IN THE NUMBER OF FARMS IN THE
UNITED STATES BY 2000 COMPARED TO EARLIER YEARS?

THE UNITED STATES HAD ABOUT 60 PERCENT FEWER FARMS IN 2000 COMPARED TO PREVIOUS DECADES.

How DID THE NUMBER OF FARMERS IN THE UNITED STATES CHANGE BY 2000 RELATIVE
TO EARLIER PERIODS?

THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY 60 PERCENT FEWER FARMERS IN 2000 THAN IN PREVIOUS YEARS.

\WHAT FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THE DECLINE IN THE NUMBER OF FARMS AND FARMERS
IN THE U.S. BY 2000°

FACTORS INCLUDED TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS, FARM CONSOLIDATION, INCREASED EFFICIENCY, AND ECONOMIC PRESSURES
LEADING TO FEWER BUT LARGER FARMS.

How DOES THE REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF FARMS RELATE TO CHANGES IN FARMING
PRACTICES BY 2000°

THE REDUCTION IN FARMS WAS ASSOCIATED WITH INCREASED MECHANIZATION AND CONSOLIDATION, RESULTING IN FEWER BUT
MORE PRODUCTIVE FARMS.



\WHY IS THE DECLINE IN THE NUMBER OF FARMERS SIGNIFICANT FOR THE AGRICULTURAL
SECTOR AND RURAL COMMUNITIES?

[T HIGHLIGHTS SHIFTS TOWARD LARGER-SCALE FARMING, POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON RURAL EMPLOYMENT, COMMUNITY DYNAMICS,
AND THE STRUCTURE OF THE AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

THe UNITED STATES HAD ABoUT 60 PERCENT FEWER FARMS AND PerRCENT FEWER FARMERS IN 2000 THAN

THE LANDSCAPE OF AMERICAN AGRICULTURE HAS UNDERGONE PROFOUND TRANSFORMATION OVER THE PAST CENTURY. BY THE
TURN OF THE MILLENNIUM, THE COUNTRY’S RURAL ECONOMY AND FARMING COMMUNITIES HAD EXPERIENCED DRAMATIC SHIFTS IN
FARM NUMBERS AND FARM POPULATIONS. ONE STRIKING STATISTIC HIGHLIGHTS THIS CHANGE: THE UNITED STATES HAD ABOUT
60 PERCENT FEWER FARMS AND PERCENT FEWER FARMERS IN 2000 THAN DECADES EARLIER. THIS STARK
REDUCTION UNDERSCORES A BROADER TREND OF CONSOLIDATION, TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENT, AND ECONOMIC EVOLUTION
WITHIN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR. T O UNDERSTAND THIS TRANSFORMATION THOROUGHLY, IT’S ESSENTIAL TO EXPLORE THE
HISTORICAL CONTEXT, DRIVING FACTORS BEHIND THESE CHANGES, AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR FARMERS, RURAL COMMUNITIES,
AND FOOD PRODUCTION IN THE UNITED STATES.

HisToricaL CoNTEXT: THE DECLINE IN FARM NUMBERS OVER THE 20TH CENTURY

THeE GROWTH OF AMERICAN AGRICULTURE IN THE EAarRLY 1900s

IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, THE UNITED STATES WAS PREDOMINANTLY A NATION OF SMALL-SCALE FARMERS. THE 1920s
AND 1930S SAW A PEAK IN FARM NUMBERS, DRIVEN BY THE EXPANSION OF AGRICULTURE DURING THE POST-\W/ ORLD W AR |
PERIOD AND THE AVAILABILITY OF VAST ARABLE LANDS. AT THAT TIME, THE MAJORITY OF FARMS WERE FAMILY-OWNED, SMALL
PLOTS PRODUCING PRIMARILY FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL MARKETS.

THe GReAT DePRESSION AND THE DusT BowL

THE 1930S MARKED A TURNING POINT, WITH THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND THE DUST BOWL FORCING MANY FARMERS TO
ABANDON THEIR LAND. THESE EVENTS LED TO INCREASED FARM CONSOLIDATION AND A DECLINE IN THE FARM POPULATION, AS
ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS MADE SMALL-SCALE FARMING UNSUSTAINABLE FOR MANY.

PosT-\W AR BooM AND MECHANIZATION

PosT-WoRLD W AR Il, TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS SUCH AS MECHANIZED EQUIPMENT, CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS, AND IMPROVED
CROP BREEDS REVOLUTIONIZED AGRICULTURE. THESE ADVANCEMENTS INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY BUT ALSO MEANT FEWER

FARMERS WERE NEEDED TO CULTIVATE LARGER AREAS OF LAND. THE RESULT WAS A STEADY DECLINE IN FARM NUMBERS AND
FARMERS, AS FARMS GREW LARGER AND MORE EFFICIENT.

THE MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE: QUANTIFYING THE DECLINE
FarM Numsers IN 1900, 1950, ano 2000

- 1900: APPROXIMATELY & MILLION FARMS

- 1950: AgouT 4.8 MILLION FARMS

- 2000: ROUGHLY 2 MILLION FARMS

THIS DATA ILLUSTRATES A CONSISTENT DOWNW ARD TREND OVER THE CENTURY, WITH THE NUMBER OF FARMS DECREASING BY
ABoUT 609% rFroM 1900 To 2000.

FARM POPULATION TRENDS



\W/HILE THE TOTAL NUMBER OF FARMS DECLINED SHARPLY, THE NUMBER OF FARMERS DID NOT DECREASE AT THE SAME RATE.
INSTEAD, THE AVERAGE FARM SIZE INCREASED, AND FEWER FARMERS MANAGED LARGER OPERATIONS. IN 1950, ROUGHLY 30
MILLION AMERICANS IDENTIFIED AS FARMERS OR FARM WORKERS, BUT BY 2000, THIS NUMBER HAD SHRUNK SIGNIFICANTLY, WITH
APPROXIMATELY 2 MILLION FARMERS REMAINING. THIS MEANS ABOUT APPROXIMATELY 939 FEWER FARMERS WERE ACTIVE IN
2000 compareD To 1950, THOUGH THE EXACT PERCENTAGE VARIES DEPENDING ON THE SOURCE AND METHODOLOGY.

NoOTE: THE ORIGINAL STATEMENT MENTIONS A DECLINE IN FARMERS BUT LEAVES THE SPECIFIC PERCENTAGE BLANK. BASED ON
AVAILABLE DATA, THE DECREASE IN FARMERS FROM EARLIER DECADES TO 2000 IS OFTEN CITED AS AROUND 70-809%,
REFLECTING THE CONSOLIDATION TREND. FOR THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL USE APPROXIMATELY 7 5% FEWER FARMERS IN 2000
THAN IN PREVIOUS DECADES.

DRIVING FACTORS BEHIND THE DECLINE
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS AND EFFICIENCY

ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL FORCES IN REDUCING THE NEED FOR HUMAN LABOR ON FARMS HAS BEEN TECHNOLOGICAL
INNOVATION:

- MECHANIZATION: TRACTORS/ COMBINE HARVESTERS, AND AUTOMATED EQUIPMENT DRASTICALLY INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY.
- CHEMICAL INPUTS: THE USE OF FERTILIZERS, PESTICIDES, AND HERBICIDES ALLOWED FOR HIGHER YIELDS WITH FEWER LABOR
INPUTS.

- GENETIC IMPROVEMENTS: GENETICALLY IMPROVED CROPS AND LIVESTOCK INCREASED EFFICIENCY AND OUTPUT PER UNIT OF
LAND OR ANIMAL.

THESE TECHNOLOGICAL SHIFTS HAVE ENABLED FEWER FARMERS TO PRODUCE MORE FOOD THAN EVER BEFORE, MAKING SMALL~-
SCALE FARMING LESS ECONOMICALLY VIABLE.

EcoNoMIC AND MARKET FACTORS

- MARKET CONSOLIDATION: LLARGER FARMS BENEFIT FROM ECONOMIES OF SCALE, LEADING TO INCREASED COMPETITIVENESS.

- FARM INCOME TRENDS: W/HILE PRODUCTIVITY INCREASED, FARM INCOME RELATIVE TO OTHER SECTORS OFTEN STAGNATED OR
DECLINED, DISCOURAGING NEW ENTRANTS.

- GLOBAL TRADE: THE OPENING OF INTERNATIONAL MARKETS AND THE RISE OF AGRIBUSINESSES SHIFTED THE LANDSCAPE
TOWARD LARGE CORPORATE FARMS.

PoLicy AND LAND Use CHANGES

- AGRICULTURAL PoLICIES: SUBSIDIES, PRICE SUPPORTS, AND CONSERVATION PROGRAMS HAVE FAVORED LARGE-SCALE
OPERATIONS.

- URBANIZATION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT: AS URBAN AREAS EXPANDED, FARMLAND WAS CONVERTED TO RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL USES, REDUCING THE OVERALL NUMBER OF FARMS.

THE IMPLICATIONS OF FEWER FARMS AND FARMERS
Economic IMPACT oN RUrRAL COMMUNITIES
THE DECLINE IN FARM NUMBERS AND FARMERS HAS HAD PROFOUND EFFECTS ON RURAL ECONOMIES:

- PoPULATION DECLINE: MANY RURAL AREAS FACED DEPOPULATION AS YOUNGER GENERATIONS MOVED TO URBAN CENTERS FOR
JOBS.

- Loss oF RURAL SERVICES: W/ITH FEWER RESIDENTS, SCHOOLS, HEALTHCARE, AND OTHER SERVICES FACED CLOSURES OR
REDUCTIONS.

- EconoMic DEPENDENCY: L ARGER FARMS OFTEN OPERATE AS CORPORATE ENTITIES, LEADING TO LESS COMMUNITY-ORIENTED
ECONOMIES.



AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY AND FOOD SECURITY
DESPITE THE REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF FARMS AND FARMERS, FOOD PRODUCTION IN THE U.S. HAS CONTINUED TO GROW:

- HIGHER YIELDS: ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY AND PRACTICES HAVE INCREASED CROP AND LIVESTOCK YIELDS PER ACRE.
- ExporT CAPACITY: THE U.S. REMAINS A LEADING GLOBAL FOOD EXPORTER, THANKS TO EFFICIENCY GAINS.
- Foob Prices: CONSUMERS BENEFIT FROM RELATIVELY STABLE OR DECLINING FOOD PRICES, DESPITE THE CONSOLIDATION.

HO\X/EVER/ RELIANCE ON FEWER FARMS AND LARGER OPERATIONS RAISES CONCERNS ABOUT RESILIENCE AND DIVERSITY IN THE
FOOD SYSTEM, AS WELL AS ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY.

ENVIRONMENT AL AND SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS
L ARGE-SCALE FARMING PRACTICES, WHILE EFFICIENT, CAN POSE ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES:

- SolL DEGRADATION: MONOCULTURE AND INTENSIVE CHEMICAL USE IMPACT SOIL HEALTH.
- WATER USAGE: LARGE FARMS OFTEN REQUIRE SIGNIFICANT W ATER RESOURCES, AFFECTING LOCAL ECOSYSTEMS.
- BiobIVERSITY: CONSOLIDATION CAN REDUCE BIODIVERSITY BOTH ON FARMS AND IN SURROUNDING LANDSCAPES.

EFFORTS ARE ONGOING TO BALANCE PRODUCTIVITY WITH SUSTAINABILITY, INCLUDING CONSERVATION PROGRAMS AND
SUSTAINABLE FARMING PRACTICES.

THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN FARMING
TRENDS TOWARD INNOVATION AND SUSTAINABILITY
LOOKING AHEAD, THE FARMING INDUSTRY IS INCREASINGLY ADOPTING:

- PrecISION AGRICULTURE: USE oF GPS, |oT SENSORS, AND DATA ANALYTICS TO OPTIMIZE INPUTS AND YIELDS.

- SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES: ORGANIC FARMING, COVER CROPPING, AND REDUCED CHEMICAL USE TO IMPROVE ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH.

- UrBAN AND VERTICAL FARMING: EMERGING METHODS TO PRODUCE FOOD CLOSER TO CONSUMERS, REDUCING LAND DEPENDENCE.

THe RoLE oF FARMERS IN A CHANGING L ANDSCAPE
\X/HILE THE NUMBER OF FARMERS CONTINUES TO DECLINE, THE ROLE OF THOSE REMAINING IS EVOLVING:

- TECHNOLOGY ADOPTION: FARMERS ARE BECOMING MORE TECH-SAVVY AND DATA-DRIVEN.

- DIVERSIFICATION: MANY FARMERS ARE DIVERSIFYING INCOME THROUGH AGRITOURISM, DIRECT-TO-CONSUMER SALES, AND
RENE\W ABLE ENERGY PROJECTS.

- PoLicY ENGAGEMENT: ADVOCACY FOR POLICIES SUPPORTING SMALL AND MID-SIZED FARMS, ENVIRONMENTAL STEW ARDSHIP,
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT.

CoNCLUSION

THE STATISTIC THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD ABOUT 60 PERCENT FEWER FARMS AND APPROXIMATELY 75 PERCENT FEWER
FARMERS IN 2000 THAN IN EARLIER DECADES ENCAPSULATES A PROFOUND TRANSFORMATION IN AMERICAN AGRICULTURE. DRIVEN
BY TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION, ECONOMIC FORCES, POLICY CHANGES, AND LAND USE DYNAMICS, THIS TREND REFLECTS BOTH
THE INCREASING EFFICIENCY AND THE CHALLENGES FACED BY RURAL COMMUNITIES. WHILE FEWER FARMERS NOW PRODUCE MORE
FOOD THAN EVER, THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS OF THIS SHIFT CONTINUE TO SHAPE THE FUTURE
OF AMERICAN AGRICULTURE. AS THE INDUSTRY ADVANCES INTO THE 2 1ST CENTURY, BALANCING PRODUCTIVITY WITH
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY VITALITY REMAINS A CRITICAL CHALLENGE AND OPPORTUNITY FOR POLICYMAKERS, FARMERS,
AND CONSUMERS ALIKE.
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