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Thomas Paine Wrote The Crisis As Inspiration For George Washington And The
Continental Army When They faced some of the darkest hours of the American
Revolutionary War. His powerful writings served as a rallying cry, boosting
morale and reinforcing the resolve of those fighting for independence from
British rule. In this article, we will explore the context in which Thomas
Paine authored The Crisis, how his words motivated George Washington and the
Continental Army, and the enduring legacy of this seminal work in American
history.

The Historical Context of Thomas Paine’s The
Crisis

The American Revolutionary War’s Early Challenges

The period during which Thomas Paine penned The Crisis was marked by
significant hardships for the American colonies. After the Declaration of
Independence in 1776, the Continental Army faced numerous obstacles:

- Harsh Winters: Soldiers endured brutal cold and resource shortages.

- Supply Shortages: Lack of food, clothing, and ammunition hampered military
campaigns.

- Low Morale: Many soldiers questioned the purpose and prospects of their
fight for independence.

- Military Setbacks: Early battles, such as New York and Brandywine, were
disappointing, weakening confidence.

Thomas Paine’s Arrival in America and His Influence

Thomas Paine, an English-born political activist and philosopher, arrived in
America in late 1774. His writings quickly gained popularity:

- Common Sense (1776): A pamphlet advocating independence and republicanism.
- The American Crisis (1776-1783): A series of pamphlets designed to bolster
patriot morale.

Paine’s The Crisis was first published in December 1776, amidst the turmoil
following the Declaration of Independence and during a crucial phase of the
war.



The Content and Themes of The Crisis

The Purpose of The Crisis

Paine’s primary goal was to inspire resilience and unwavering commitment
among the American patriots:

- To remind soldiers and civilians of the righteousness of their cause.
- To galvanize support during times of despair.

- To instill confidence in eventual victory.

Key Messages in The Crisis

The pamphlet is renowned for its compelling rhetoric and themes:
e Perseverance: Encouraging continued effort despite setbacks.
e Unity and Resolve: Emphasizing the importance of collective action.
e Justice of the Cause: Framing the fight as a moral duty.

* Hope and Confidence: Inspiring belief in eventual independence.

A notable excerpt from the first publication reads:
> "These are the times that try men’s souls.”

This line encapsulates the urgency and emotional power of Paine’s message.

The Impact of The Crisis on George Washington
and the Continental Army

Boosting Morale During Critical Moments

George Washington, commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, faced numerous
challenges:

- Low troop morale after defeats and hardships.

- Doubt about the war’s outcome among soldiers and civilians.

- Need for a unifying rallying cry to sustain fighting spirit.

Paine’s The Crisis played a pivotal role in addressing these issues:

- Washington ordered the pamphlets to be read aloud to troops during camp
meetings.

- The stirring language rekindled soldiers’ commitment and resolve.

- The phrase “These are the times that try men’s souls” became emblematic of



American perseverance.

Strategic Use of Paine’s Writings

Washington recognized the power of Paine’s words and strategically used them
to bolster:

- Soldiers’ confidence during bleak winter encampments at Valley Forge.

- Public support for the war effort.

- Morale after setbacks such as the Battle of Brooklyn and Long Island.

By integrating Paine’s rhetoric into their collective consciousness,
Washington and his officers cultivated resilience among their troops.

Specific Instances Where The Crisis Inspired
Action

The Battle of Trenton

One of the most iconic moments in the Revolutionary War was the surprise
attack on Trenton on December 26, 1776. Prior to this:

- The Continental Army was weary and demoralized.

- Many believed the campaign might fail.

Washington’s decision to cross the Delaware River was influenced by the
morale-boosting messages from Paine’s The Crisis:

- The words encouraged the army to take bold action.

- The victory at Trenton revitalized the revolutionary cause.

The Battle of Princeton

Following Trenton, Washington'’s forces achieved another victory at Princeton.
The morale from these successes was partly sustained by Paine’s inspiring
words, which reminded soldiers of the righteousness and importance of their
fight.

Encouraging the Home Front

Beyond the battlefield, The Crisis helped galvanize colonial support:
- Civilians were motivated to contribute supplies and resources.
- Patriotism was reinforced among the populace.



The Enduring Legacy of Thomas Paine’s The
Crisis

Influence on American Independence

Paine’s writings contributed significantly to:

- Sustaining morale among revolutionaries.

- Shaping public opinion about the justice of independence.

- Reinforcing the revolutionary ideology that would underpin the new nation.

Impact on Future Leaders and Movements

The inspiring tone of The Crisis continues to resonate:

- It has been cited in various political and social movements advocating
resilience and perseverance.

- It exemplifies the power of persuasive rhetoric in times of crisis.

The Crisis as a Literary and Historical Milestone

Today, Thomas Paine’s The Crisis remains:

- A symbol of resilience and determination.

- A testament to the importance of inspirational leadership.
- An enduring piece of American revolutionary literature.

Conclusion

Thomas Paine’s The Crisis served as a vital motivational tool for George
Washington and the Continental Army during some of their darkest hours. Its
compelling messages of perseverance, justice, and hope helped sustain the
revolutionary spirit and contributed to the eventual success of the American
fight for independence. From inspiring soldiers at Valley Forge to rallying
civilians across the colonies, Paine’s words left an indelible mark on
American history. Their legacy reminds us of the profound impact that
powerful rhetoric and unwavering resolve can have in times of crisis.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main purpose of Thomas Paine's 'The
Crisis' when he wrote it?

Thomas Paine wrote 'The Crisis' to inspire and motivate the American troops
and citizens during difficult times in the Revolutionary War, boosting morale
and encouraging perseverance.



How did Thomas Paine's 'The Crisis' influence George
Washington's leadership?

George Washington read 'The Crisis' to his troops at crucial moments, using
its powerful language to rally soldiers and reinforce their commitment to
independence and the revolutionary cause.

When did Thomas Paine write 'The Crisis' 1in relation
to the Revolutionary War?

Thomas Paine wrote the first 'The Crisis' in December 1776, during a critical
phase of the Revolutionary War when American morale was low.

What specific lines from 'The Crisis' did George
Washington find most inspiring?

George Washington was particularly inspired by lines like 'These are the
times that try men's souls,' which emphasized resilience and resolve in the
face of adversity.

How did 'The Crisis' impact the morale of the
Continental Army?

The pamphlet served as a rallying cry, boosting soldiers' spirits,
strengthening their resolve, and encouraging them to continue fighting
despite setbacks.

In what ways did Thomas Paine's writings help
sustain the revolutionary movement?

Paine's writings, especially 'The Crisis,' provided ideological motivation,
fostered unity, and kept the revolutionary momentum alive during challenging
periods.

Did George Washington ever publicly credit Thomas
Paine's 'The Crisis' for boosting troop morale?

While Washington often used passages from 'The Crisis' in his speeches and
orders, he acknowledged the influence of Paine's words in inspiring his
troops.

Additional Resources

Thomas Paine Wrote The Crisis As Inspiration For George Washington And The
Continental Army When They



Introduction

In the turbulent days of the American Revolutionary War, morale was often
fragile among the Continental Army and its leadership. Amidst the hardships
of winter campaigns, dwindling supplies, and mounting casualties, a sense of
despair threatened to undermine the revolutionary cause. It was during these
critical moments that Thomas Paine’s The Crisis emerged as a powerful
literary weapon—an inspiring call to perseverance and resilience that
galvanized George Washington and his troops. This article explores the
profound impact of Paine’s writings, particularly The Crisis, on the morale
and strategic outlook of the Revolutionary forces, illustrating how words
became a vital weapon in the fight for independence.

The Context: A Nation on the Brink
The Early Struggles of the American Revolution

By late 1776, the American colonies faced significant setbacks. The British
had launched successful campaigns in New York and New Jersey, capturing key
territories and supplies. The Continental Army, under Washington'’s command,
endured the brutal winter at Valley Forge, a period marked by disease, cold,
and dwindling morale. The revolutionary cause was at a crossroads—either to
rally and push forward or to succumb to despair and surrender.

The Power of Propaganda and Morale

In this environment, leadership recognized that psychological resilience was
as crucial as military strategy. Propaganda, personal letters, and public
proclamations were used to foster unity, but it was written
words—particularly those that resonated emotionally—that truly inspired
troops and civilians alike. Among these, Thomas Paine’s The Crisis stood out
as a rallying cry that redefined the revolutionary spirit.

Thomas Paine and the Birth of The Crisis
Who Was Thomas Paine?

Thomas Paine, an English-born political philosopher and writer, arrived in
America in 1774. His previous pamphlet, Common Sense, had already ignited
revolutionary fervor, advocating for independence and self-governance.
Recognized for his sharp wit, persuasive rhetoric, and ability to articulate
revolutionary ideals, Paine quickly became a leading voice in the colonies’
struggle for independence.

The Composition and Purpose of The Crisis



Published in December 1776, The Crisis was a series of pamphlets intended to
boost morale amid the darkest days of the conflict. Paine’s words were
crafted to confront despair head-on, emphasizing perseverance, the importance
of liberty, and the belief that their cause was just and destined for
victory.

The opening lines of the first The Crisis pamphlet are among the most famous:
> "These are the times that try men's souls."

This phrase encapsulates the urgent tone Paine employed—a call to stand firm
despite adversity.

The Role of The Crisis in Inspiring George Washington and the Continental
Army

The Strategic Impact of Morale

While military tactics and supplies were vital, the psychological state of
troops often dictated the outcome of campaigns. Paine’s The Crisis served as
a catalyst for renewed determination, helping soldiers and leaders see beyond
immediate hardships to the larger vision of independence.

George Washington’s Engagement with Paine’s Writings

Washington was known to be an avid reader, and he recognized the power of
Paine’s words. Historical records suggest that Washington kept copies of The
Crisis and read passages to his officers and soldiers during critical
moments, including winter encampments and after defeats.

> Key instances where Washington referenced or utilized Paine’s writings:

- Winter at Valley Forge (1777-1778): As morale dipped, Washington ordered
copies of The Crisis to be read aloud to his troops, emphasizing resilience
and patriotism.

- Encouraging the Troops Before Battles: Before key engagements, officers
would quote Paine to reinforce the righteousness of their cause.

The Crisis as a Motivational Tool
Paine’s writings reinforced core principles:

- Perseverance in Adversity: Emphasizing that hardships are temporary and
that victory is within reach.

- Unity and Patriotism: Calling upon shared ideals and the collective
sacrifice necessary for independence.

- Resilience Against Opponents: Framing the British as an oppressive force
that would ultimately be defeated by determination and righteousness.



By intertwining emotional appeal with revolutionary ideals, The Crisis became
a rallying cry that helped sustain the Continental Army during its darkest
hours.

The Content and Themes of The Crisis
Core Messages and Rhetorical Strategies

Paine’s The Crisis employed several rhetorical devices and themes to inspire
and motivate:

- Appeal to Patriotism: Invoking the sacrifices of ancestors and future
generations.

- Moral Justification: Framing the revolution as a moral imperative against
tyranny.

- Defiance and Hope: Encouraging continued resistance despite setbacks.

- Unity in Diversity: Emphasizing that all Americans—regardless of social
class or background-had a stake in victory.

Notable Passages and Their Significance

"Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation
with us—that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph."
"The harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph."

These statements served to elevate the moral resolve of the soldiers and
leaders, providing a sense of purpose rooted in moral righteousness.

The Impact on the Revolutionary War
Short-term Effects

- Revitalization of Morale: Paine’s The Crisis helped soldiers endure winter
hardships at Valley Forge.

- Encouragement for New Recruitment: The stirring language inspired new
enlistments and increased support among civilians.

- Psychological Warfare: The writings undermined British propaganda by
bolstering American resolve.

Long-term Legacy

- The writings contributed to a resilient revolutionary identity rooted in
perseverance and moral conviction.

- The Crisis and similar documents became symbols of American resilience,
shaping future generations’ understanding of the courage required to secure
independence.



Critical Analysis and Historical Significance
How Effective Were Paine’s Writings?

Historians agree that Paine’s The Crisis played a crucial role in sustaining
morale. While it did not directly influence military tactics, its
psychological impact was undeniable. The timing of its publication coincided
with pivotal moments, and its widespread dissemination helped unify a
fractured colonial society.

The Power of Words in War

Paine’s example underscores the importance of ideological and psychological
warfare in revolutionary struggles. His ability to craft compelling rhetoric
transformed written words into a potent tool for resistance, inspiring not
only soldiers but also the broader populace.

Conclusion

Thomas Paine Wrote The Crisis As Inspiration For George Washington And The
Continental Army When They faced their darkest moments during the American
Revolution. His writings transcended mere propaganda; they became a moral
compass and rallying cry for perseverance. The influence of The Crisis
extended beyond individual morale-it helped forge a collective American
identity rooted in resilience, liberty, and hope. In the annals of
revolutionary history, Paine’s words stand as a testament to the
transformative power of persuasive writing in the pursuit of freedom and
independence.
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Final Thoughts

The enduring legacy of Thomas Paine’s The Crisis lies in its embodiment of



the revolutionary spirit—an inspiring testament to the resilience of a people
fighting for their liberty. Its influence on George Washington and the
Continental Army exemplifies how words, when wielded with conviction and
clarity, can become the most powerful weapons in shaping history.
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