1. In The Government Of The European
Union, The European Parliament Is Elected
By People In The EU And

1. In The Government Of The European Union, The
European Parliament Is Elected By People In The EU
And

The European Parliament stands as a cornerstone of the European Union’s democratic framework. It
is a directly elected body that represents the citizens of the member states, making it a unique
institution within the union’s governance structure. The process through which Members of the
European Parliament (MEPs) are elected embodies the EU’s commitment to democratic legitimacy,
transparency, and citizen participation. This article explores the election process, its significance,
and the role of the European Parliament within the broader EU governance system.

Understanding the European Parliament’s Role in the
EU

The Function and Power of the European Parliament

The European Parliament is one of the key legislative institutions of the European Union, sharing
legislative power with the Council of the European Union. Its primary functions include:

e Legislating: Approving, amending, or rejecting proposed laws (called directives and
regulations).

e Budgetary Authority: Approving the EU budget alongside the Council.
e Supervisory Role: Scrutinizing other institutions like the European Commission.

e Representing Citizens: Acting as the voice of over 400 million Europeans across 27 member
states.

This structure ensures that the European Parliament’s decisions are rooted in democratic
legitimacy, directly reflecting the will of EU citizens.



The Electoral Process for the European Parliament

Legal Framework Governing Elections

European Parliament elections are governed by a combination of European Union laws and national
legislation. The key legal document is the Treaty on European Union (TEU) and the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), which set out the principles of election procedures,
voting rights, and candidate participation. Additionally, each member state has its own electoral
laws, which must conform to EU-wide standards.

Universal Suffrage and Direct Elections

The core principle of the European Parliament elections is universal suffrage, meaning all eligible
citizens in the EU have the right to vote. The elections are direct, allowing voters to choose their
representatives without intermediaries, ensuring accountability and legitimacy.

Election Frequency and Terms

European Parliament elections are held every five years. Members elected serve five-year terms,
with the next elections scheduled to occur simultaneously across member states, generally in late
May or early June.

Eligibility and Voting Rights

Eligibility to vote and stand as a candidate depends on national laws, but all EU citizens residing in
any member state can vote either in their country of residence or their country of nationality,
depending on specific arrangements.

Electoral Systems and Methods

The electoral systems vary among member states, but they must adhere to certain EU-wide
principles:

1. Proportional Representation: Most member states use proportional voting systems, which
allocate seats based on the percentage of votes each party receives.

2. Equal Voting Power: Every vote carries equal weight within each member state.

3. Thresholds: Many countries impose a minimum percentage (e.g., 3-5%) for parties to gain
seats, to prevent fragmentation.



Electoral Districts and Constituencies

Member State-Level Constituencies

Each member state functions as an electoral constituency. The number of seats allocated to each
country is roughly proportional to its population, with larger countries like Germany and France
receiving more seats.

Regional and National Lists

Parties often present candidates through national or regional lists. Voters typically select a party list
rather than individual candidates, although some countries permit preferential voting to rank
candidates within a list.

Impact of Electoral Systems on Representation

Diversity and Political Pluralism

The use of proportional representation allows for a diverse spectrum of political parties to gain
seats, representing various ideological, regional, and social interests.

Challenges of Fragmentation

While proportional systems promote inclusivity, they can also lead to a fragmented Parliament with
many small parties, complicating coalition-building and decision-making processes.

Voter Participation and Engagement

Turnout Trends

European Parliament elections have historically experienced lower turnout compared to national
elections. Factors influencing participation include:

e Voter awareness about EU affairs.
e Perceived importance of the Parliament.

e National political climate.



Efforts to Increase Participation

The EU and member states have undertaken various initiatives to boost voter engagement:
1. Public awareness campaigns.
2. Making voting easier through online or postal voting options.

3. Educational programs about the EU’s role and the importance of voting.

The Significance of European Parliament Elections

Democratic Legitimacy

Since MEPs are elected directly by EU citizens, the Parliament’s authority and decisions are rooted
in democratic legitimacy, providing a check on other EU institutions.

Policy Influence

Voters influence the policy direction of the EU through their choice of MEPs, impacting legislation
on issues such as climate change, digital policy, trade, and human rights.

Accountability and Representation

Elected MEPs are accountable to their constituents, offering a mechanism for citizens to voice
concerns and hold representatives responsible.

The Future of EU Elections

Potential Reforms and Challenges

Efforts to improve the electoral process include:
e Harmonization of electoral laws across member states.
e Introducing transnational lists for European-wide candidates.

e Enhancing transparency and reducing disinformation during campaigns.



Increasing Engagement and Representation

Addressing voter apathy and ensuring diverse representation remains critical for the legitimacy of
the European Parliament. Initiatives include:

e Promoting civic education about the EU’s role.
e Encouraging youth participation.

 Fostering inclusive policies for underrepresented groups.

Conclusion

The European Parliament, as a directly elected body, embodies the democratic principles
underpinning the European Union. Its election process, grounded in proportional representation and
citizen participation, ensures that the diverse voices of Europe's population are heard in the
legislative process. While challenges such as voter turnout and political fragmentation persist,
ongoing reforms and awareness campaigns aim to strengthen the legitimacy and effectiveness of the
Parliament. As the EU continues to evolve, the role of elections and democratic engagement in
shaping its future remains vital for fostering a united, participatory, and transparent union.

Frequently Asked Questions

How are Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) elected
by the people in the EU?

Members of the European Parliament are elected through direct elections by citizens of each
member state, using proportional representation systems that vary across countries.

How often are European Parliament elections held?

European Parliament elections are held every five years, allowing EU citizens to choose their
representatives regularly.

What is the significance of the European Parliament being
elected by the people?

It ensures that the European Parliament reflects the democratic will of EU citizens, giving them a
voice in the EU's legislative process and policymaking.

Are there any eligibility criteria for people to vote in the



European Parliament elections?

Yes, eligible voters must be citizens of an EU member state, typically aged 18 or older, and meet any
additional requirements set by their national laws.

How does the election process for the European Parliament
differ between member states?

While all member states hold direct elections, they use different electoral systems, such as
proportional representation or mixed systems, leading to some variation in voting procedures.

What role does the European Parliament play in the EU's
governance after being elected by the people?

The European Parliament shares legislative power with the Council of the European Union, approves
the budget, and oversees other EU institutions, ensuring democratic accountability.

How has the election of the European Parliament by the
people impacted EU policy-making?

It has increased democratic legitimacy, allowing citizens to influence EU policies directly through
their elected representatives and fostering greater transparency and accountability.

Additional Resources

In The Government Of The European Union, The European Parliament Is Elected By People In The
EU And plays a pivotal role in shaping the legislative landscape, representing the diverse interests of
over 400 million citizens across 27 member states. As one of the key institutions of the EU, the
European Parliament (EP) embodies democratic legitimacy within the union, ensuring that the
voices of ordinary Europeans are heard and considered in policy formulation. This article explores
the election process, functions, structure, and the broader significance of the European Parliament’s
role in EU governance, offering a comprehensive analysis of its strengths and challenges.

Understanding the European Parliament’s Role in the
EU Governance Framework

The European Parliament stands as a cornerstone of democratic legitimacy within the EU,
functioning alongside other major institutions like the European Commission and the European
Council. Its primary responsibilities include passing legislation, scrutinizing other institutions,
approving budgets, and representing the interests of EU citizens.



The Historical Evolution of the European Parliament

Originally established in 1952 as the Common Assembly of the European Coal and Steel Community,
the EP has undergone significant transformations. Its powers have steadily increased, especially
following the Maastricht Treaty (1992), the Lisbon Treaty (2007), and subsequent reforms,
transitioning from a consultative body to one co-legislator with the Council of the European Union.

The Democratic Foundation of the EP

The fact that Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) are directly elected by citizens
underscores the EU’s commitment to democratic representation. Unlike other EU institutions that
are appointed or member state-controlled, the EP’s elections provide a direct link between the
union’s policies and its citizens.

Electing Members of the European Parliament: The
Process

The election of MEPs is fundamental to the legitimacy and transparency of the European Parliament.
These elections occur every five years, with all 27 member states participating simultaneously,
though specific procedures can vary slightly among countries.

Universal Suffrage and Eligibility

All EU citizens aged 18 or above (the minimum age varies by country, with some nations setting it at
16) have the right to vote. Additionally, EU citizens residing in a country other than their own can
participate in the elections there, a testament to the union’s principle of free movement.

Electoral Systems and Variations

Each member state adopts its own electoral system, resulting in a variety of voting methods:

- Proportional Representation (PR): The most common system, ensuring seats are allocated roughly
in proportion to votes received.

- Majoritarian or Hybrid Systems: Some countries employ mixed systems or regional voting,
affecting how votes translate into seats.

The diversity in electoral procedures reflects national traditions but also poses challenges for
uniformity and coherence in representation.



The Electoral Campaign and Voter Engagement

Election campaigns often focus on issues like economic policy, migration, climate change, and
sovereignty. Political parties and coalitions play essential roles, with some countries seeing high
voter turnout, while others experience apathy or low participation.

Features and Significance of the European Parliament’s
Electoral System

The process of electing MEPs carries unique features that influence the EU’s democratic legitimacy.

Features

- Direct Elections: Citizens vote directly for their representatives.

- Proportional Representation: Ensures diverse political views are reflected.

- Transnational Campaigning: Some parties campaign across multiple countries, fostering pan-
European political identities.

- Gender and Diversity Quotas: Increasing attention is paid to gender balance and minority
representation.

Significance

- Legitimacy: Direct elections enhance the legitimacy of the EP’s decisions.

- Accountability: MEPs are accountable to voters rather than national governments.

- Policy Influence: Elections shape the political landscape, affecting EU legislation and priorities.
- European Identity: Campaigns and debates foster a sense of shared European citizenship.

Functions and Powers of the European Parliament

The powers of the EP have expanded significantly, especially through the co-decision procedure,
now known as the ordinary legislative procedure.

Legislative Role

- The EP shares responsibility for passing EU laws with the Council.
- It can amend or reject legislation proposed by the European Commission.
- It plays a crucial role in approving or rejecting international agreements.



Budgetary Authority

- The European Parliament approves the EU’s budget, influencing funding priorities.
- It can scrutinize and amend budget proposals.

Supervisory and Oversight Powers

- The EP monitors other institutions, notably the European Commission.
- It can approve or dismiss the College of Commissioners through a vote of censure.
- It holds inquiries and can summon Commissioners or other officials.

Representation and Advocacy

- The EP advocates for citizens’ interests and debates pressing issues.
- It engages with civil society and national parliaments.

Pros and Cons of the European Parliament’s Electoral
System

Pros:

- Enhanced Democratic Legitimacy: Direct elections empower citizens and legitimize the legislative
process.

- Diversity of Representation: Proportional systems allow for multiple parties, reflecting the political
spectrum.

- Accountability: MEPs are directly answerable to voters, increasing political responsibility.

- Promotion of European Identity: Pan-European campaigns foster a sense of unity.

Cons:

- Voter Turnout Challenges: Historically, turnout has been lower than national elections, raising

questions about legitimacy.

- Complex Electoral Systems: Variations among countries may lead to unequal representation or
voter confusion.

- Fragmentation: The diversity of parties and political groups can complicate consensus-building.
- Limited Awareness: Many citizens are unaware of the EP’s influence or how their votes impact

policy.

Impact of the European Parliament’s Elections on EU
Policy and Governance

The election results directly influence the political composition of the EP, which, in turn, affects



policy priorities and legislative processes.

Shaping Policy Agendas

- The balance of power between political groups—such as the European People’s Party, Socialists &
Democrats, and Greens—determines legislative focus.
- Elections can lead to shifts in policy emphasis, e.g., migration, climate change, digital economy.

Influencing the European Commission

- The EP’s approval of the European Commission’s President and Commissioners makes elections a
key factor in executive legitimacy.
- A politically aligned Parliament may facilitate smoother policymaking.

Reflections of Public Sentiment

- Election results serve as a barometer of public opinion on EU policies and direction.
- They can catalyze reforms or shifts in EU priorities.

Challenges and Criticisms of the Electoral Process

Despite its strengths, the European Parliament’s electoral system faces several challenges.

- Low Voter Engagement: Persistent apathy and low turnout undermine democratic legitimacy.

- National Focus: Voters often see European elections as secondary to national politics, reducing
their impact.

- Fragmentation and Polarization: Diverse political groups may hinder consensus, affecting effective
governance.

- Complexity of the System: Multiple electoral laws and regional variations can confuse voters and
complicate the electoral process.

- Limited Media Coverage: European elections often receive less media attention compared to
national elections, affecting voter awareness.

Future Perspectives and Reforms

To enhance the legitimacy and effectiveness of the European Parliament’s elections, several reforms
are under discussion:

- Electoral Standardization: Moving toward more uniform electoral procedures across member
states.

- Transnational Lists: Introducing European-wide electoral lists to foster a stronger pan-European



political identity.

- Increasing Voter Engagement: Campaigns and education initiatives aimed at boosting turnout.
- Strengthening the Role of Citizens: Incorporating mechanisms like citizen initiatives and
participatory democracy.

Conclusion

In The Government Of The European Union, The European Parliament Is Elected By People In The
EU And constitutes a vital democratic pillar that grants legitimacy, accountability, and
representation within the complex machinery of EU governance. While its electoral system embodies
core democratic principles, ongoing challenges such as voter apathy, system complexity, and
political fragmentation highlight the need for continuous reforms. As the EU navigates an evolving
political landscape marked by issues like climate change, digital transformation, and geopolitical
shifts, the European Parliament’s electoral process will remain central to shaping the union’s future.
Strengthening democratic participation and fostering a shared European identity through effective,
transparent, and inclusive elections will be essential to ensuring the EU’s legitimacy and resilience
in the years ahead.
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