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Understanding how to identify the subject and predicate in sentences is a fundamental skill in

grammar. In this article, we will focus on the specific example: Grandma and Grandpa. We will explore

how to properly underline the subject and circle the predicate in sentences involving this phrase,

providing clear explanations, examples, and tips to improve your grammatical skills.

---

Understanding the Basics: Subject and Predicate

Before diving into the example involving Grandma and Grandpa, it's essential to understand what

constitutes the subject and predicate in a sentence.

What Is the Subject?

The subject of a sentence is the person, place, thing, or idea that the sentence is about. It often

performs the action or is described by the predicate. The subject can be a noun, pronoun, or a group

of words acting as a noun.



What Is the Predicate?

The predicate contains the verb and tells what the subject does or is. It provides information about the

subject’s action, state, or condition. The predicate is usually everything in the sentence that is not part

of the subject.

---

Analyzing the Example: Grandma and Grandpa

The phrase Grandma and Grandpa is a compound subject, meaning it consists of two or more nouns

joined by a coordinating conjunction (and). When working with this phrase, the goal is to practice

underlining the subject and circling the predicate within complete sentences that feature Grandma and

Grandpa.

---

Step-by-Step Guide to Underlining the Subject and Circling the

Predicate

Follow these steps to correctly identify and mark the parts of a sentence featuring Grandma and

Grandpa:

Read the entire sentence carefully. Understand the context and what the sentence is conveying.1.

Identify the subject. Find the noun or pronoun that the sentence is about. In our case, look for2.

Grandma and Grandpa.



Underline the subject. Once found, underline the entire subject, including any modifiers.3.

Identify the predicate. Find the verb or verb phrase that tells what the subject does or is.4.

Circle the predicate. Circle the predicate, which includes the verb and any accompanying words5.

that complete the thought.

---

Practical Examples with Grandma and Grandpa

Let's apply this process to real sentences involving Grandma and Grandpa.

Example 1:

Grandma and Grandpa baked cookies yesterday.

Step 1: Read the sentence carefully.

Step 2: The subject is Grandma and Grandpa.

Step 3: Underline Grandma and Grandpa.

Step 4: The predicate is baked cookies yesterday.

Step 5: Circle baked cookies yesterday.

Result:

- Subject: Grandma and Grandpa

- Predicate: baked cookies yesterday

---



Example 2:

Grandma and Grandpa enjoy gardening on weekends.

Step 1: Read the sentence.

Step 2: The subject is Grandma and Grandpa.

Step 3: Underline Grandma and Grandpa.

Step 4: The predicate is enjoy gardening on weekends.

Step 5: Circle enjoy gardening on weekends.

Result:

- Subject: Grandma and Grandpa

- Predicate: enjoy gardening on weekends

---

Tips for Identifying Subject and Predicate in Sentences with

Compound Subjects

To make your grammatical analysis more accurate, consider these tips:

1. Look for the Verb First

Start by locating the main verb in the sentence. The subject typically precedes the verb, which helps

you find it quickly.



2. Recognize Compound Subjects

When you see two or more nouns joined by "and," they form a compound subject. Be sure to

underline all parts of the subject.

3. Watch for Modifiers

Subjects can include modifiers (like adjectives or phrases). Make sure to underline the entire subject,

not just the noun.

4. Focus on the Main Verb

The predicate begins with the main verb. Everything following the verb that completes the meaning is

part of the predicate and should be circled.

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While practicing, be mindful of typical errors:

Confusing the subject with the predicate: Remember, the subject is what the sentence is about,

the predicate tells what the subject does or is.

Failing to include all parts of a compound subject: When underlining, include both Grandma and

Grandpa, not just one.

Overlooking modifiers in the predicate: Make sure to circle the entire predicate, including any

phrases or words that complete the action.



---

Practice Exercises for Mastery

To enhance your skills, try these exercises:

Read each sentence carefully.1.

Underline the subject, including all nouns and modifiers.2.

Circle the predicate, including the verb and any complements.3.

Check your answers by reviewing the sentence structure.4.

Sample Sentences:

- Grandma and Grandpa read stories to their grandchildren every evening.

- Grandma and Grandpa are visiting us next week.

- Grandma and Grandpa love to take walks in the park.

---

Conclusion: Mastering Subject and Predicate Identification

Understanding how to identify and correctly mark the subject and predicate in sentences featuring



Grandma and Grandpa is a valuable skill for mastering English grammar. By practicing the

steps—reading carefully, locating the subject, underlining it, finding the predicate, and circling it—you

will improve your sentence analysis skills. Remember, compound subjects like Grandma and Grandpa

require you to underline all parts involved, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of sentence

structure.

Whether you're a student learning grammar fundamentals or a teacher guiding students, these

techniques will help you become more confident in analyzing sentences. Keep practicing with different

sentences to reinforce your skills, and soon, identifying subjects and predicates will become second

nature.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the exercise involving 'Grandma And

Grandpa'?

The exercise aims to identify the subjects and predicates in sentences about Grandma and Grandpa

by underlining the subjects and circling the predicates.

How do you locate the subject in a sentence about Grandma and

Grandpa?

The subject is the person or thing that the sentence is about, so you locate the noun or pronoun

referring to Grandma and Grandpa and underline it.



What is the predicate in a sentence about Grandma and Grandpa?

The predicate is the part of the sentence that tells what the subject does or is, and you circle this part

after identifying the subject.

Can you give an example of a sentence about Grandma and Grandpa

for this exercise?

Yes. For example, 'Grandma and Grandpa are visiting us today.' In this sentence, 'Grandma and

Grandpa' is the subject (underlined), and 'are visiting us today' is the predicate (circled).

Why is it important to learn to identify subjects and predicates in

sentences?

Understanding subjects and predicates helps improve reading comprehension and sentence structure

skills, which are fundamental for effective communication and writing.

Additional Resources

Understanding the Basics of Sentence Structure: Underlining the Subject and Circling the Predicate

When learning the fundamentals of sentence construction, especially in English grammar, one of the

key skills is identifying the subject and predicate within a sentence. These two components form the

core of most sentences, allowing us to understand who or what the sentence is about, and what is

being said about them. In this detailed exploration, we will focus on the sentence: "Grandma and

Grandpa", and discuss the process of underlining the subject and circling the predicate, with an

emphasis on clarity, accuracy, and grammatical understanding.

---



What Is the Subject in a Sentence?

Definition and Explanation

The subject of a sentence is the person, place, thing, or idea that performs the action or is described.

It answers the question "Who?" or "What?" before the verb (predicate). Essentially, the subject is what

or whom the sentence is about.

Characteristics of the Subject

- Usually placed at the beginning of the sentence.

- Can be a single word or a group of words (a phrase or clause).

- Often a noun or pronoun, but sometimes a noun phrase.

- It generally agrees with the predicate in number (singular/plural).

Examples of Subjects

- The cat slept all day. (Subject: The cat)

- Running fast, she won the race. (Subject: she)

- The big red ball rolled down the hill. (Subject: The big red ball)

What Is the Predicate in a Sentence?

Definition and Explanation

The predicate is the part of the sentence that expresses what is said about the subject. It includes the

verb and any accompanying words, phrases, or clauses that provide additional information.



Characteristics of the Predicate

- Always contains the main verb.

- Provides information about the subject: what it does, what it is, or what happens to it.

- Can be simple or complex, including auxiliary verbs, objects, and modifiers.

Examples of Predicates

- The cat slept all day. (Predicate: slept all day)

- She is reading a book. (Predicate: is reading a book)

- The children played in the park. (Predicate: played in the park)

---

Analyzing the Sentence: "Grandma and Grandpa"

Understanding the Sentence Fragment

The phrase "Grandma and Grandpa" is not a complete sentence by itself. It is a noun phrase that

refers to two persons, typically used as the subject of a sentence. To apply the skill of underlining the

subject and circling the predicate, we need a complete sentence or an implied predicate.

For example:

- "Grandma and Grandpa are visiting us this weekend."

- "Grandma and Grandpa baked cookies."

In these contexts, "Grandma and Grandpa" serve as the compound subject of the sentences.



Identifying the Subject: "Grandma and Grandpa"

- Subject: "Grandma and Grandpa"

- Type: Compound subject (more than one person or thing acting together)

How to Underline the Subject

- When underlining, draw a continuous line underneath the entire subject phrase.

- For a compound subject, underline all parts together as they form the complete subject.

Example:

_"Grandma and Grandpa are visiting us this weekend."_

- Underline: Grandma and Grandpa

Understanding the Predicate in the Context

Suppose the sentence is:

- "Grandma and Grandpa are visiting us this weekend."

The predicate here is: are visiting us this weekend.

- It contains the linking verb "are" and the verb phrase "visiting us this weekend."

- The predicate tells what Grandma and Grandpa are doing.

Circling the Predicate

- When circling the predicate, enclose it with a circle.

- The predicate includes the main verb and all the words that complete the thought after the subject.

Example:



_"Grandma and Grandpa are visiting us this weekend."_

- Circle: are visiting us this weekend

---

Step-by-Step Guide for Underlining and Circling

| Step | Action | Explanation |

|---------|------------------------------|--------------------------------------------------------------|

| 1 | Identify the subject | Look for who or what the sentence is about. In "Grandma and Grandpa are

visiting," the subject is "Grandma and Grandpa." |

| 2 | Underline the subject | Draw a continuous line beneath "Grandma and Grandpa." |

| 3 | Find the predicate | The predicate begins with the main verb or linking verb. In the sentence, "are

visiting us this weekend," is the predicate. |

| 4 | Circle the predicate | Enclose the entire predicate with a circle. |

| 5 | Check for compound subjects or predicates | Ensure you have underlined all parts of the subject

or predicate, especially if they are compound or include modifiers. |

---

Deep Dive into Compound Subjects: "Grandma and Grandpa"

What Are Compound Subjects?

A compound subject consists of two or more nouns or pronouns joined by a coordinating conjunction

(usually "and," "or," or "but") that share the same verb.



Example:

- Grandma and Grandpa are coming over.

- My brother and sister are playing outside.

Special Considerations

- When the subject is compound, the verb agreement depends on whether the nouns are singular or

plural.

- For "Grandma and Grandpa," the subject is plural, so the verb is typically plural or singular

depending on the context.

In our case:

- "Grandma and Grandpa are visiting." (plural verb "are" matches the plural subject "Grandma and

Grandpa.")

Implications for Underlining and Circling

- The entire compound subject "Grandma and Grandpa" should be underlined as one unit.

- The predicate remains separate and is circled independently.

---

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

- Misidentifying the Subject: Sometimes, students mistake other parts of the sentence for the subject.

Remember, the subject tells who or what the sentence is about.

- Ignoring Compound Subjects: Don't forget to underline both parts of a compound subject like

"Grandma and Grandpa" together.

- Incorrect Predicate Identification: The predicate includes the verb and all accompanying words that



tell what the subject does or is. Be sure to include the entire predicate when circling.

- Verb Agreement Errors: Ensure the verb agrees with the subject in number—"Grandma and Grandpa

are" (not "is").

---

Applications and Practice Exercises

Practice Sentences

1. Grandma and Grandpa are baking cookies.

2. Grandma and Grandpa like to tell stories.

3. Grandma and Grandpa have arrived.

Tasks:

- Underline the subject in each sentence.

- Circle the predicate.

Extended Practice

Create your own sentences with "Grandma and Grandpa" as the subject. Practice identifying and

underlining the subject and circling the predicate. This will improve your understanding of sentence

structure and grammatical correctness.

---



Conclusion: Mastering the Skill of Subject and Predicate

Identification

Understanding how to properly underline the subject and circle the predicate is fundamental in

mastering English grammar. The phrase "Grandma and Grandpa" exemplifies a compound subject that

requires careful analysis to identify correctly. When practicing this skill:

- Always look for who or what the sentence is about.

- Recognize that "Grandma and Grandpa" together form the entire subject.

- Find the main verb and accompanying words to identify the predicate.

- Use underlining and circling consistently to visualize sentence structure.

By mastering these techniques, students will develop better reading comprehension, writing clarity, and

grammatical accuracy. Over time, this foundational skill will enable more complex sentence analysis

and improve overall language proficiency.

---

In summary, the process involves:

- Recognizing the compound subject "Grandma and Grandpa."

- Underlining this entire subject as one unit.

- Identifying the predicate, such as "are visiting us this weekend," and circling it.

- Understanding the grammatical rules that govern subject-verb agreement, especially with compound

subjects.

Continued practice and attention to detail will make identifying and diagramming sentences like these

second nature, forming a solid base for more advanced language skills.
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