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Understanding the purpose behind using photographs in literature and
journalism is crucial for interpreting the underlying messages conveyed by
the author. In particular, photographs serve as powerful visual tools that
can evoke emotions, provide historical context, and deepen the reader’s
understanding of the subject matter. When examining the photograph of
Henrietta Lacks, a pivotal figure in medical history, discerning the author’s
intent becomes essential for appreciating the broader themes of ethics, race,
and scientific progress. This article explores the different possible
purposes the author might have had in selecting and including Henrietta
Lacks’s photograph, ultimately aiming to identify the most accurate and
impactful reason.

Contextual Background: Who Was Henrietta Lacks?

Before delving into the purpose of the photograph, it is vital to understand
the historical and cultural significance of Henrietta Lacks. An African
American woman whose cancer cells were taken without her knowledge in 1951,
Henrietta’s cells—known as HeLa cells—became one of the most important tools
in medicine, contributing to breakthroughs such as the development of the
polio vaccine, cancer research, and gene mapping.

Despite her immense contributions, Henrietta Lacks remained largely anonymous
during her lifetime, and her family was unaware of her biological material
being used for decades. The story of Henrietta Lacks raises critical
questions about ethics in medical research, racial inequalities, and consent.
Her photograph is often used in discussions and narratives about these
topics, serving as a visual anchor for the stories being told.

The Significance of Using Photographs in
Literary and Journalistic Contexts

Photographs are not merely decorative; they are strategic tools used by
authors to:

- Humanize abstract or complex topics
- Create emotional connections
- Provide visual evidence or authenticity
- Highlight social issues



- Honor and memorialize individuals

In the case of Henrietta Lacks, her photograph can serve multiple purposes
depending on the author’s intent, such as emphasizing her humanity,
illustrating the racial disparities in medical research, or memorializing her
legacy.

Possible Purposes of Using the Photograph of
Henrietta Lacks

When analyzing the author’s purpose, several key intentions may be
considered. Here are the primary reasons why an author might include
Henrietta Lacks’s photograph:

1. To Humanize the Narrative and Create an Emotional
Connection

Using Henrietta Lacks’s photograph helps readers see her as a real person
rather than just a subject in a scientific story. This humanization fosters
empathy and personalizes the ethical issues involved, making the story more
impactful.

Why this purpose matters:

- It shifts the focus from abstract scientific progress to the individual
behind the cells.
- It encourages the reader to consider her life, family, and the injustices
she faced.
- It invites emotional engagement, making the story memorable.

2. To Highlight Racial and Ethical Issues in Medical
Research

The photograph can serve as a visual reminder of the racial inequalities
present in the history of medicine. Henrietta’s image underscores the
exploitation of marginalized communities and raises awareness about consent
and ethical standards.

Why this purpose is significant:

- It visually reinforces the racial dynamics of the story.
- It draws attention to the historical context of medical experimentation on
Black Americans.
- It provokes reflection on ongoing ethical debates.

3. To Memorialize and Honor Henrietta Lacks’s Legacy

Including her photograph can be a tribute to her life and contributions,
ensuring her story remains recognized and respected. It acts as a visual



memorial, honoring her as a person whose biological tissues led to scientific
advancement.

Benefits of this purpose:

- It affirms her importance beyond the scientific contributions.
- It respects her dignity and human rights.
- It ensures her story is preserved and acknowledged.

4. To Provide Historical Context and Authenticity

A photograph of Henrietta Lacks grounds the narrative in real history, adding
authenticity and credibility. It helps readers connect with the actual events
and understand the time period.

Implications:

- It enhances the credibility of the story.
- It situates the narrative within a specific historical and cultural
context.
- It fosters a deeper understanding of the societal conditions of the era.

5. To Engage and Capture the Audience’s Attention

Visual elements like photographs are compelling tools for engaging readers.
The image of Henrietta Lacks can capture attention quickly, drawing readers
into the story and encouraging further reading.

Impact:

- It makes the narrative visually appealing.
- It increases reader engagement.
- It aids in conveying complex messages succinctly.

Determining the Most Accurate Purpose

While all the above purposes are valid and interconnected, the most accurate
statement about the author’s intent in using the photograph of Henrietta
Lacks is often a combination of humanization and memorialization. The
photograph’s primary role is to remind readers that behind the scientific
breakthroughs are real people whose lives and rights were impacted.

Most accurate purpose statement:

> The author uses the photograph of Henrietta Lacks to humanize her story,
evoke empathy, and honor her legacy while highlighting ethical and racial
issues in medical research.

This statement captures the core intent—bringing her story to life visually,
fostering emotional engagement, and emphasizing the broader societal
implications.



Conclusion: The Power of Visual Storytelling in
Henrietta Lacks’s Narrative

Photographs are potent storytelling tools, especially in narratives involving
complex ethical, racial, and historical themes like that of Henrietta Lacks.
The strategic inclusion of her photograph serves multiple purposes, but
primarily aims to humanize her story, memorialize her contributions, and shed
light on ongoing social injustices. Recognizing the author’s purpose enriches
our understanding of the narrative and underscores the importance of visual
elements in storytelling.

By thoughtfully analyzing the intent behind using Henrietta Lacks’s
photograph, readers can better appreciate the depth of her story and the
significance of ethical considerations in scientific progress. Her image
remains a powerful symbol—reminding us of the human cost of scientific
advancement and the need for justice, respect, and acknowledgment in medical
research and history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of including the
photograph of Henrietta Lacks in the text?

The photograph serves to humanize Henrietta Lacks, emphasizing her personal
story and creating an emotional connection with the reader about her
contributions and experiences.

How does the photograph of Henrietta Lacks support
the author's aim in discussing medical ethics?

The photograph personalizes the ethical issues by putting a face to the
story, helping readers understand the real-life impact of ethical decisions
on individuals like Henrietta Lacks.

Which sentence best explains the author's intent in
using the photograph of Henrietta Lacks?

The author uses the photograph to highlight the human story behind the
scientific discoveries, emphasizing the importance of recognizing individual
contributions.

What is the effect of including Henrietta Lacks's
photograph on the reader's understanding of the text?

Including the photograph enhances the reader's emotional engagement and
reinforces the significance of Henrietta Lacks’s story beyond just scientific
achievement.

Which purpose does the photograph of Henrietta Lacks



most effectively serve in the context of the author's
message?

It effectively underscores the theme of ethical considerations and the need
to acknowledge the personal identity and rights of research subjects.
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The question of an author's purpose in selecting specific visual elements
within a narrative or expository text is a compelling one, particularly when
it involves powerful historical figures like Henrietta Lacks. The photograph
of Henrietta Lacks holds profound significance, not only as a visual
representation but also as a symbol that conveys deeper meanings about her
life, legacy, and the ethical considerations surrounding her story. In
analyzing the author's purpose behind using her photograph, it is essential
to understand the context, the message intended to be conveyed, and the
emotional or intellectual response the author aims to evoke in the audience.
This article explores the different possible purposes, evaluates the most
accurate statement, and discusses how the photograph functions as a narrative
device in the broader discussion of Henrietta Lacks' story.

Understanding the Context of Henrietta Lacks’
Photograph

Before delving into the author's purpose, it’s important to recognize the
significance of the photograph itself. Henrietta Lacks was an African
American woman whose cancer cells, taken without her knowledge in 1951, led
to the development of the HeLa cell line, a cornerstone in medical research.
The photograph typically depicts her as a real person—vulnerable, dignified,
and human—rather than just a subject of scientific study. Its use in texts
about her story aims to evoke empathy, highlight ethical issues, and
underscore the human element behind scientific progress.

Possible Purposes for Using the Photograph

Authors may use Henrietta Lacks’ photograph for various reasons. The primary
purposes can be categorized into a few key objectives:

- To humanize the story and foster emotional connection
- To emphasize the ethical concerns surrounding medical research and consent
- To honor her legacy and recognize her contributions
- To provide historical context and authenticity
- To provoke critical reflection on race, medicine, and ethics

Each of these purposes serves a different literary or rhetorical goal, and
understanding which one aligns best with the author's overall message is
crucial.



To Humanize and Evoke Empathy

One common purpose is using the photograph to humanize Henrietta Lacks,
transforming her from a mere scientific subject into a relatable individual.
This approach aims to create an emotional bond between the reader and the
subject, fostering empathy and a deeper understanding of her story beyond the
scientific facts.

- Pros:
- Personalizes the narrative, making it more compelling
- Encourages readers to see her as a person with a life, hopes, and struggles
- Enhances emotional impact and engagement

- Cons:
- May overshadow the scientific and ethical issues involved
- Could be perceived as sentimental if not balanced with factual context

Overall, this purpose enhances reader connection but must be balanced to
ensure it doesn’t diminish the broader ethical discussion.

To Highlight Ethical and Moral Concerns

Another significant purpose is to draw attention to the ethical issues
surrounding the use of her cells without consent. The photograph can serve as
a stark reminder of her humanity, emphasizing that behind the scientific
advancement lies a person who was unknowingly exploited.

- Pros:
- Reinforces the moral urgency of informed consent in medical research
- Humanizes the ethical dilemma, making it more tangible and relatable
- Provokes critical reflection on medical ethics and racial disparities

- Cons:
- Might be perceived as manipulative if used solely for emotional appeal
without critical context
- Risks reducing her identity to a symbol rather than a person

This purpose aligns well with authors aiming to critique historical
injustices and advocate for ethical reform.

To Honor Her Legacy and Contributions

The photograph can also serve as a tribute, recognizing Henrietta Lacks’
profound contribution to science and medicine. By including her image, the
author emphasizes her importance and ensures her story is not forgotten.

- Pros:
- Celebrates her role in advancing science
- Ensures recognition for her unacknowledged contribution
- Provides a visual memorial that can inspire awareness and respect

- Cons:
- Might be interpreted as using her image solely for recognition rather than
addressing broader issues



- Could overshadow the ethical considerations involved

This purpose is often employed in memorial or commemorative contexts.

To Provide Historical and Cultural Context

The photograph also functions as a visual anchor, situating her story within
a specific historical and cultural framework. It helps readers connect with
the time period, racial dynamics, and social circumstances of her life.

- Pros:
- Grounds the story in real-world context
- Enhances understanding of the societal conditions that affected her life
and treatment
- Illuminates systemic issues like racism and inequality

- Cons:
- Might become a mere illustrative element rather than a central focus
- Risks oversimplification if not accompanied by detailed context

Using her photograph in this way supports a comprehensive understanding of
her story.

Which Sentence Best States the Author’s
Purpose?

Given the analysis above, the most accurate statement regarding the author's
purpose in using Henrietta Lacks’ photograph depends on the overall message
of the text. Typically, authors aiming to highlight ethical concerns and
humanize her story will state something along the lines of:

“The author uses Henrietta Lacks’ photograph to remind readers of her
humanity and to emphasize the ethical questions surrounding her treatment and
the use of her cells without consent.”

This statement encapsulates both emotional and moral objectives, aligning
with most scholarly or narrative works about her story.

Conclusion

In summary, the photograph of Henrietta Lacks is a powerful visual tool that
serves multiple purposes within a text. While it can be used to humanize her,
provoke ethical reflection, honor her legacy, or provide historical context,
the most comprehensive and accurate purpose is to connect her humanity with
the ethical issues surrounding her story. An author aiming to foster empathy
while critically examining scientific ethics will most likely use her
photograph to evoke both emotional and moral responses. Recognizing this
helps readers appreciate the layered significance of visual choices in
storytelling and advocacy, ensuring a nuanced understanding of Henrietta
Lacks’ enduring legacy.
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