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2 Select The Correct Text In The Passage. The Story "Games At Twilight" By Anita Desai Is
Set In India and offers a vivid portrayal of childhood, family dynamics, and societal nuances within
the Indian context. This story, authored by Anita Desai, captures the essence of Indian culture and the
universal themes of childhood rivalry, longing, and self-realization. In this article, we will explore the
setting of the story, the significance of the passage, and how understanding the correct text enhances
comprehension and appreciation of the narrative.

Understanding the Context of "Games At Twilight"

The Author and Her Perspective
Anita Desai is one of India’s most acclaimed writers, known for her nuanced portrayal of Indian life
and complex characters. Her stories often delve into the psychological depths of her protagonists and
reflect the social fabric of India. "Games At Twilight" is a prime example, illustrating childhood
experiences set against the backdrop of Indian society.

The Setting of the Story
The story is set in a rural or semi-urban Indian environment, capturing the essence of traditional
Indian life. The setting plays a crucial role in shaping the characters’ behaviors and perceptions,
especially considering the importance of community, family, and social hierarchy in Indian culture.

The Significance of the Passage in the Story

What Does the Passage Reveal?
The passage in question likely highlights a pivotal moment in the story, such as the children’s game,
the rivalry between siblings, or a moment of self-awareness. Selecting the correct text within this
passage is essential to understanding the theme and the characters’ inner thoughts.

Why Is Selecting the Correct Text Important?
Choosing the appropriate excerpt or detail helps clarify the narrative’s intent, underscores the
emotional tone, and aids in interpreting the characters’ motivations. It also ensures that the reader
grasps the cultural and contextual nuances embedded in the story.



How to Select the Correct Text in the Passage

Analyzing the Passage
When faced with multiple options, consider the following steps:

Identify the main idea: What is the passage primarily about?

Look for keywords: Focus on words that indicate mood, setting, or character actions.

Contextual relevance: Ensure the selected text aligns with the overall story or the specific
scene.

Emotional tone: Choose the excerpt that best captures the emotional atmosphere of the
scene.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
- Selecting texts that are out of context or irrelevant.
- Ignoring subtle cues in the narrative.
- Overlooking cultural references specific to India that add depth.

Sample Passage Analysis from "Games At Twilight"

Imagine a passage describing the children hiding and playing in the garden, with a focus on Ravi’s
feelings of disappointment and envy. Multiple options might be given, such as:

"Ravi felt proud of winning the game." — This option might be incorrect if the passage actually1.
describes Ravi feeling defeated or overlooked.

"He watched his friends running and shouting, feeling left out." — This could be the correct2.
choice if the passage emphasizes Ravi’s sense of exclusion.

"The sun was shining brightly on the children." — While descriptive, this may not directly relate3.
to Ravi’s emotional state.

In this case, selecting option 2 would be appropriate because it correctly reflects Ravi’s feelings,
which are central to understanding the story’s theme of childhood rivalry and emotional growth.



The Cultural Significance of Setting in Indian Literature

Traditional Values and Social Hierarchies
Indian stories often highlight the importance of social structure, family relationships, and cultural
traditions. Recognizing these elements within the passage helps in understanding characters’
motivations and societal expectations.

Childhood in Indian Society
Children’s games, educational pursuits, and familial roles are embedded in Indian culture. The story’s
setting and details about the environment enrich the reader’s understanding of these cultural
aspects.

Conclusion: Mastering the Skill of Selecting the Correct
Text

Mastering the ability to select the correct text within a passage is vital for a comprehensive
understanding of "Games At Twilight." It involves careful analysis of context, emotional tone, and
cultural cues, especially when the story is rooted in a specific cultural setting like India. By paying
close attention to these elements, readers can better appreciate Anita Desai’s storytelling, the
characters’ inner worlds, and the story’s universal themes of childhood rivalry and self-awareness.

Final Tips for Readers
- Always read the passage carefully before choosing your answer.
- Look for clues within the text that relate to the main theme or character emotions.
- Understand the cultural context to grasp subtle references or behaviors.
- Practice with sample passages to improve your skills in selecting the correct text.

By developing these skills, readers will not only excel in comprehension tasks but also gain a deeper
appreciation of Indian literature and its rich cultural tapestry. Remember, every detail in a story like
"Games At Twilight" is a piece of a larger puzzle that reveals the intricate layers of Indian life and
childhood experiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Games At Twilight' by Anita Desai?
The story explores themes of childhood innocence, identity, and the desire for recognition and
importance.



Where is 'Games At Twilight' by Anita Desai set?
The story is set in India.

How does the setting influence the events in 'Games At
Twilight'?
The Indian setting, with its cultural and social nuances, highlights the children's perceptions of
hierarchy, competition, and their own identities.

Which passage best describes the protagonist's realization at
the end of 'Games At Twilight'?
The correct passage is the one where the protagonist feels a mix of disappointment and a deeper
understanding of his own insignificance in the grand scheme.

What role does the setting play in shaping the characters'
experiences in 'Games At Twilight'?
The Indian setting provides a backdrop of cultural values and social dynamics that influence the
children's behavior and perceptions during the game.

Why is choosing the correct text passage important in
understanding 'Games At Twilight'?
Selecting the correct passage helps readers grasp the story's themes, character emotions, and
cultural context more accurately.

Additional Resources
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Understanding the setting of a literary work is essential in grasping its themes, character
development, and cultural nuances. Anita Desai’s short story "Games At Twilight" vividly captures the
essence of Indian life, traditions, and societal dynamics through the lens of a child's perspective. This
article explores how the story’s setting in India informs its narrative, the cultural elements embedded
within, and the significance of the geographical and social backdrop in shaping the characters’
experiences.

---

The Significance of Setting in "Games At Twilight"

Establishing the Context: India as a Cultural Landscape

"Games At Twilight" is set in India, a country renowned for its rich cultural diversity, social
stratification, and traditional values. Anita Desai, through her detailed descriptions and character



interactions, paints a picture of a typical Indian neighborhood, capturing the vibrancy and
complexities of Indian society.

The story takes place in a rural or semi-urban environment, reflective of many Indian communities
where communal life and local customs heavily influence daily routines. The setting is not merely a
backdrop but an active element that influences the characters’ behavior, perceptions, and
aspirations.

How the Setting Shapes the Narrative

- Cultural Traditions and Festivals: The title itself hints at a traditional game played by children, which
is embedded within a cultural context where such games are part of childhood and social bonding in
India. The story’s events unfold during a time when children’s outdoor play and community
interactions are integral to social life.

- Social Hierarchies: Indian society often features distinct social and economic stratifications. The
neighborhood setting within the story subtly reflects these divisions, affecting how characters interact
and perceive each other.

- Climate and Environment: The story’s descriptions of the Indian climate — such as the heat, the
oppressive sun, or the lush greenery — establish an immersive atmosphere that influences the
characters’ moods and actions.

---

Cultural Elements Embedded in the Setting

Traditional Indian Values and Social Norms

Anita Desai’s depiction of the setting vividly incorporates Indian values such as respect for elders, the
importance of community, and the significance of social reputation. For instance, the children’s play
and their interactions reveal underlying societal expectations and moral codes.

- Respect for Authority: The children’s deference to elders and the way they adhere to social rules
mirror Indian societal norms.

- Family and Community Bonds: The neighborhood’s close-knit nature emphasizes collective identity,
with children playing together under the watchful eyes of adults.

Language and Local Customs

While the story is written in English, Desai subtly infuses local idioms, gestures, and customs that hint
at regional identities within India. This linguistic and cultural richness aids in creating an authentic
setting.

- Local Dialects and Expressions: The way characters speak or react often reflects regional linguistic
traits, anchoring the story firmly in Indian soil.

- Festivals and Rituals: Although not explicitly detailed, references to local festivals or customs often
serve as cultural markers, emphasizing the Indian setting.



---

Geographical and Societal Contexts

Urban vs. Rural India

While the story’s exact location isn’t specified, the setting suggests a semi-urban or village
environment. This is crucial in understanding the social fabric and the dynamics among the
characters.

- Community Spaces: The neighborhood or village square becomes a focal point for children’s games
and social interactions, embodying Indian communal life.

- Limited Entertainment Options: The reliance on outdoor games reflects the limited access to modern
entertainment, a characteristic feature of many Indian localities.

Class and Economic Factors

The setting also hints at the socio-economic status of the characters, influencing their opportunities
and ambitions.

- Economic Background: The children’s attire, toys, and play areas subtly suggest their economic
conditions, revealing class distinctions prevalent in Indian society.

- Access to Resources: The story’s setting underscores disparities, which in turn influence the
characters’ perceptions of status and success.

---

Impact of the Indian Setting on Character Development

Children’s Perspectives and Aspirations

The Indian environment shapes the children’s worldview, their sense of competition, and their desire
for recognition. The story’s climax — where the protagonist’s effort to win the game is thwarted by
the thrill of winning — reflects childhood ambitions influenced by societal values of achievement and
recognition, deeply rooted in Indian culture.

Cultural Identity and Self-awareness

Through the setting, Desai explores themes of identity, pride, and human nature. The Indian backdrop
accentuates the universality of childhood experiences while embedding them within a specific cultural
context.

---

Why Setting Matters: The Broader Literary Significance

Understanding the Indian setting in "Games At Twilight" offers readers insight into the story’s themes
and characters. It also highlights how environment shapes behavior, societal norms, and cultural
identity.



- Authenticity and Realism: A well-realized setting helps readers connect with the narrative, making
characters’ experiences more relatable and authentic.

- Cultural Appreciation: Recognizing Indian elements enriches the reader’s appreciation of the story’s
cultural depth and diversity.

- Universal Themes with a Cultural Lens: While childhood games are universal, their portrayal within
an Indian setting adds layers of cultural specificity, offering a nuanced perspective on human nature.

---

Conclusion

In "Games At Twilight," Anita Desai masterfully employs the Indian setting to deepen her narrative,
revealing the social fabric, cultural norms, and environmental influences that shape her characters’
lives. The story’s setting is not merely a backdrop but an integral component that informs the themes
of identity, ambition, and human nature. For readers and scholars alike, understanding the
significance of the Indian context enhances the appreciation of Desai’s storytelling craft and the
universal truths embedded within her depiction of childhood and society.

By highlighting the cultural richness and societal dynamics of India, Desai’s story remains relevant
and compelling, serving as a testament to the power of setting in literature. Whether exploring
childhood innocence or societal expectations, the Indian environment provides a vivid stage upon
which the story’s universal themes unfold, making "Games At Twilight" a poignant reflection of human
experience rooted in Indian life.
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