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The memoir Night by Elie Wiesel is a harrowing account of the Holocaust, capturing the unimaginable
suffering endured by millions. Among the many powerful scenes in Chapter 7, the moment when "One
day when we had come to a stop, a worker took a piece" stands out as a poignant illustration of the
brutality and dehumanization faced by prisoners. This excerpt encapsulates the despair, the loss of
innocence, and the cruel realities of life in concentration camps. In this article, we delve into the
significance of this moment, exploring its themes, symbolism, and the profound lessons it imparts.

Understanding the Context of Chapter 7 in Night

The Final Stages of Liberation and the Shift in Tone
Chapter 7 marks a pivotal point in Wiesel's narrative, covering the harrowing escape from the
Auschwitz camp and the subsequent march through the snow-covered landscape. The tone shifts
from initial despair to a grim resilience amid relentless suffering. The prisoners are exhausted,
emaciated, and stripped of their dignity, yet survival remains their only goal.

The March of the Living and its Dehumanizing Impact
The prisoners are subjected to a brutal march, often over long distances with little food or rest. This
march symbolizes the loss of individual identity, as prisoners are reduced to mere bodies moving
under the weight of their suffering. The excerpt about a worker taking a piece exemplifies this
dehumanization, where prisoners are seen as commodities rather than human beings.

The Significance of the Moment: "A Worker Took A
Piece"

The Act of Stealing as a Reflection of Desperation
When Wiesel describes a worker taking a piece, it underscores how starvation and deprivation push
prisoners into morally compromising situations. The act is not merely theft but a desperate response
to a basic human need. It highlights how extreme circumstances erode moral boundaries, forcing
individuals to make impossible choices.



Dehumanization and the Loss of Innocence
This moment also symbolizes how prisoners are stripped of their humanity. The act of taking a piece
from another, or even from the camp's resources, reflects how prisoners are viewed as objects or
commodities—devoid of their identity and dignity. Wiesel's narrative shows how innocence is lost in
the face of relentless brutality, and moral corruption becomes a surviv

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the moment when the worker
takes a piece in Chapter 7 of Night?
This moment highlights the dehumanization and loss of individuality experienced by prisoners,
emphasizing how even simple acts become struggles for survival.

How does the excerpt illustrate the brutal conditions faced by
prisoners in Auschwitz?
The act of a worker taking a piece reflects the demeaning and harsh environment, showcasing the
lack of respect and the oppressive atmosphere within the camp.

What does the phrase 'One Day When We Had Come To A
Stop' suggest about the prisoners' experience in Chapter 7?
It indicates a moment of pause amidst relentless labor, symbolizing fleeting moments of stillness in
their otherwise dehumanizing routine.

In what ways does this excerpt reveal the power dynamics
between prisoners and workers?
It demonstrates the authority of the workers over prisoners, where even small actions like taking a
piece are exercises of control and dominance.

How does this scene contribute to the overall themes of
Night?
It underscores themes of suffering, loss of innocence, and the brutal reality of life in concentration
camps, illustrating the pervasive cruelty.

What can readers learn about the camp's environment from
this excerpt?
Readers gain insight into the harsh, oppressive, and dehumanizing conditions that prisoners endured
daily in Auschwitz.



How does Elie Wiesel's description in this excerpt evoke
empathy from the reader?
By depicting the small yet impactful moments of suffering, Wiesel invites readers to understand and
feel the prisoners' pain and resilience.

Additional Resources
Powerful Reflection on Humanity and Dehumanization: An In-Depth Review of the Excerpt from
Chapter 7 of Night

---

Introduction

Elie Wiesel’s Night is a haunting memoir that chronicles his harrowing experiences during the
Holocaust. The excerpt from Chapter 7, titled “One Day When We Had Come To A Stop, A Worker
Took A Piece”, offers a poignant glimpse into the brutal realities faced by prisoners in concentration
camps, the loss of innocence, and the complex moral dilemmas that emerge under extreme
conditions. This section not only exemplifies Wiesel’s masterful storytelling but also invites readers to
reflect deeply on themes of suffering, humanity, and the erosion of moral boundaries.

In this review, we will explore the excerpt’s thematic depth, literary significance, historical context,
and emotional impact. We will analyze how Wiesel captures the dehumanization process, the
moments of moral choice, and the resilience of the human spirit amidst unimaginable cruelty.

---

Contextual Background

The Setting of the Excerpt

The chapter unfolds in the bleak environment of the Auschwitz concentration camp, a site emblematic
of genocide and human suffering. By the time of this excerpt, the prisoners have endured relentless
brutality—forced labor, starvation, and the constant threat of death. The specific moment described
occurs during a period of relative calm, but underlying tension persists—a fleeting pause that exposes
the fragility of life in the camp.
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