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Use The Present Progressive Of The Verbs In Parentheses To Tell A Friend What
You Are Doing. OJO! Use this grammatical structure effectively to share your current
activities and thoughts with friends. Mastering the present progressive tense not only
improves your fluency in English but also helps you communicate more naturally and
vividly about what’s happening right now. Whether you’re chatting informally or
describing your daily routine, understanding how to correctly form and use the present
progressive tense is essential.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the importance of the present progressive
tense, how to form it correctly, and practical examples demonstrating its use. We will also
provide useful tips for avoiding common mistakes, enriching your vocabulary, and making
your conversations more engaging. So, let’s dive into the world of the present progressive
tense and learn how to tell your friends what you are doing effectively.

---

Understanding the Present Progressive Tense

What Is the Present Progressive Tense?

The present progressive tense, also known as the present continuous tense, describes
actions that are happening at this very moment or around the current period. It highlights
ongoing activities, temporary situations, or future arrangements.

Definition:
The present progressive tense is formed using the auxiliary verb "to be" (am, is, are) + the
base verb + -ing ending.

Examples:
- I am reading a book.
- She is cooking dinner.
- They are playing soccer.

Key Uses of the Present Progressive:
- Describing actions happening right now.
- Talking about temporary or ongoing situations.
- Expressing planned future activities.

---



How to Form the Present Progressive

Basic Structure

The structure varies depending on the subject:

| Subject | Auxiliary Verb | Main Verb (with -ing) | Example |
|-----------|------------------|------------------------|----------------------------------|
| I | am | verb + -ing | I am studying now. |
| You/We/They | are | verb + -ing | They are watching TV. |
| He/She/It | is | verb + -ing | She is working on her project. |

Steps to Form the Present Progressive

1. Identify the subject (I, you, he, she, it, we, they).
2. Use the correct form of the verb "to be" based on the subject:
- I → am
- You/We/They → are
- He/She/It → is
3. Add the main verb with an -ing ending.
- For most verbs, simply add -ing (e.g., talk → talking).
- Watch out for spelling rules and exceptions (see below).

---

Spelling Rules and Exceptions for Adding -ing

To correctly form the present progressive, follow these spelling rules:

- If the verb ends with a silent "e," remove the "e" and add -ing (e.g., make → making).
- For one-syllable verbs ending with a consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) pattern, double
the final consonant and add -ing (e.g., run → running, sit → sitting).
- For verbs ending with "ie," change "ie" to "y" and add -ing (e.g., lie → lying).
- For verbs ending with "c," add -king (e.g., panic → panicking).

Examples:
- Write → writing
- Make → making
- Run → running
- Lie → lying

---



Using the Present Progressive To Tell Your Friend
What You Are Doing

Practical Examples and Contexts

Knowing how to use the present progressive tense allows you to vividly describe your
current activities, making your conversations more dynamic and engaging.

Sample sentences:
- I am chatting with you right now.
- She is cooking dinner in the kitchen.
- We are studying for our exams.
- He is playing guitar in his room.
- They are watching a movie together.

Scenario-based examples:
1. Sharing your daily routine:
- "Right now, I am brushing my teeth."
- "At this moment, I am checking my emails."

2. Describing ongoing projects or hobbies:
- "I am painting a new picture."
- "She is practicing her dance routine."

3. Explaining current situations to friends:
- "We are planning a trip to the beach this weekend."
- "He is fixing his bike outside."

---

Tips for Using the Present Progressive Effectively

1. Incorporate Action Verbs Appropriately

Use dynamic verbs that describe physical or mental activities. Some common action verbs
include:
- reading, writing, cooking, driving, running, studying, playing, working, listening,
watching, etc.

Example:
- Correct: "I am listening to music."
- Incorrect: "I am knowing the answer." (Use "know" in simple present)



2. Be Mindful of Non-Action Verbs

Some verbs are not used in the progressive tense because they describe states rather than
actions. These include:
- like, love, hate, prefer, know, believe, understand, etc.

Example:
- Correct: "I like this song." (not "I am liking this song.")
- Use present progressive for actions, not states.

3. Use Contextually Appropriate Time Expressions

Combine your sentences with time expressions to clarify that the activity is happening at
the moment:
- right now, currently, at this moment, these days, today, etc.

Example:
- "I am working on a project right now."
- "She is studying for her exam today."

4. Practice Regularly

The more you practice forming sentences with the present progressive, the more natural it
will become. Engage in conversations with friends, write daily journal entries, or describe
your activities aloud.

---

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

1. Using the Simple Present Instead of Present
Progressive

Incorrect: "I read a book right now."
Correct: "I am reading a book right now."

2. Using Non-Action Verbs in Progressive Form

Incorrect: "I am knowing the answer."
Correct: "I know the answer."



3. Forgetting the -ing form of the verb

Incorrect: "She is cook dinner."
Correct: "She is cooking dinner."

4. Not matching the correct form of "to be" with the
subject

Incorrect: "They is playing outside."
Correct: "They are playing outside."

---

Enhancing Your Vocabulary for Better
Communication

Building a diverse vocabulary allows you to describe your activities more precisely. Here
are some common verbs with their -ing forms for everyday use:

- talking → talking
- walking → walking
- shopping → shopping
- studying → studying
- cleaning → cleaning
- working → working
- playing → playing
- cooking → cooking
- reading → reading
- listening → listening

Use these verbs to create varied and interesting sentences telling your friends what you
are doing.

---

Conclusion: Mastering the Present Progressive To
Share Your Activities

Using the present progressive tense correctly is a fundamental skill for effective
communication in English. By understanding how to form and apply it, you can vividly and
accurately tell your friends what you are doing at any given moment. Remember to pay
attention to spelling rules, avoid common mistakes, and enrich your vocabulary for more



expressive and engaging conversations.

As you practice regularly, incorporating this tense into your daily speech will become
second nature. Whether you're describing your current activity, sharing future plans, or
explaining ongoing projects, mastering the present progressive will make your English
sound more natural and dynamic. So, start practicing today—tell your friends what you are
doing with confidence and clarity!

---

Happy practicing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are you doing right now?
I am using the present progressive of the verbs in parentheses to tell you what I am doing.

How do you describe your current actions to a friend?
I am using the present progressive tense of the verbs in parentheses to explain what I am
doing.

Why is it important to use the present progressive when
describing ongoing activities?
Because it accurately shows that the actions are happening right now using the present
progressive form of the verbs in parentheses.

Can you give an example of a sentence using the present
progressive of a verb in parentheses?
Sure! I am (study) studying for my exam right now.

What should you remember when using the present
progressive with verbs in parentheses?
You should remember to use the correct form of the verb in the present progressive tense,
typically 'am/is/are' plus the verb ending in -ing.

Additional Resources
Use The Present Progressive Of The Verbs In Parentheses To Tell A Friend What
You Are Doing. OJO! Use



In the realm of English grammar, the present progressive tense stands as a cornerstone
for expressing ongoing actions happening at the moment of speaking. When
communicating in informal settings, such as telling a friend what you are currently doing,
mastering the correct use of the present progressive is essential for clarity and
naturalness. This article delves into the intricacies of constructing sentences in the
present progressive tense, emphasizing the importance of using the correct verb forms in
parentheses to accurately describe ongoing activities. By exploring detailed explanations,
practical examples, common pitfalls, and effective strategies, readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of how to employ this tense confidently and effectively in
everyday conversations.

---

Understanding the Present Progressive Tense

Definition and Function

The present progressive tense, also known as the present continuous tense, is used to
describe actions that are happening at the very moment of speaking. It emphasizes the
ongoing nature of an activity, making it ideal for narrating current actions or temporary
situations. For example, "I am writing a review" indicates that the activity is happening
right now.

The structure of the present progressive is straightforward: am/is/are + base verb + -ing.
This tense not only conveys current actions but can also describe future plans, temporary
states, or evolving situations.

Basic Structure and Formation

Creating sentences in the present progressive involves two key components:

1. Subject: I, you, he, she, it, we, they
2. Verb phrase: am, is, are + verb + -ing

Examples:

- I am studying for my exams.
- She is cooking dinner.
- They are playing soccer.

In the context of telling a friend what you are doing, the focus is on accurately matching
the subject with the correct form of the verb "to be" and adding the -ing form of the main
verb.

---



Using Parentheses to Form Sentences Correctly

Role of Parentheses in Grammar Exercises

In language learning exercises, parentheses serve as prompts or cues for learners to
insert the correct verb form. They guide the user to select the appropriate tense and form
based on the subject and context. For example:

- I (to read) am reading a fascinating book.

This format encourages learners to understand the pattern and apply it consistently.

Transforming Base Verbs into Present Progressive

The key task is to convert the base verb in parentheses into its present participle form
(verb + -ing). Here are essential rules and considerations:

- Regular verbs: Simply add -ing.

- work → working
- play → playing
- listen → listening

- Verbs ending with silent 'e': Drop the 'e' and add -ing.

- write → writing
- dance → dancing
- make → making

- Verbs ending with a consonant + vowel + consonant (CVC) pattern: Double the final
consonant before adding -ing.

- run → running
- sit → sitting
- swim → swimming

- Verbs ending with -ie: Change -ie to -y and add -ing.

- lie → lying
- die → dying

Note: Always consider the verb's spelling and pronunciation rules to form correct present
participles.

---



Practical Applications: Telling a Friend What You
Are Doing

Constructing Sentences with Parentheses

When instructing someone on how to describe their current actions, the key is to correctly
interpret the verb in parentheses and transform it into the present progressive form. For
example:

- (to eat) → I am eating breakfast now.
- (to read) → She is reading a novel.
- (to work) → We are working on the project.

Step-by-step process:

1. Identify the subject (I, you, he, she, it, we, they).
2. Select the correct form of "to be" based on the subject.
3. Convert the verb in parentheses to its -ing form.
4. Combine all parts into a complete sentence.

Sample exercises:

- (to watch) → I am watching my favorite show.
- (to write) → She is writing an email.
- (to study) → They are studying for their exams.

Examples of Common Sentences

| Parentheses Verb | Constructed Sentence | Explanation |
|------------------|----------------------|--------------|
| (to cook) | I am cooking dinner. | 'I' takes 'am', 'cook' becomes 'cooking'. |
| (to dance) | She is dancing at the party. | 'She' takes 'is', 'dance' becomes 'dancing'. |
| (to travel) | They are traveling to Spain. | 'They' takes 'are', 'travel' becomes 'traveling'. |

---

Common Challenges and Solutions in Using the
Present Progressive



Dealing with Irregular Verb Forms

Most verbs follow regular rules to form the -ing form, but some have irregular spellings or
pronunciations. Learners often struggle with these exceptions.

Examples:

- To lie → Lying (not lieing)
- To die → Dying
- To lie down → Lying down

Solution: Memorize common irregular forms or consult a verb chart to ensure correct
spelling.

Handling Spelling Rules and Exceptions

Some verbs require double consonants, while others need to drop silent 'e's.
Misapplication can result in incorrect forms.

Tips:

- Double the consonant if the verb ends with a single vowel followed by a consonant and
the stress is on that syllable (e.g., run → running).
- Drop the silent 'e' when adding -ing, but keep it if adding -ing would change
pronunciation or spelling.

Avoiding Common Mistakes

- Mixing tense forms: Ensure the sentence reflects ongoing action, not past or future.
- Incorrect subject-verb agreement: Use 'am,' 'is,' or 'are' appropriately.
- Using the base verb instead of the -ing form: Always add -ing unless spelling rules
demand otherwise.

---

Strategies for Effective Practice and Mastery

Interactive Exercises

Engage in activities where you fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in
parentheses, paying attention to subject-verb agreement and spelling rules.



Sample activity:

- (to go) → I am going to the store.
- (to watch) → She is watching a movie.
- (to study) → They are studying together.

Creating Sentences with Personal Context

Practice by narrating your current activities to a friend or in a journal, using the present
progressive tense with verbs in parentheses.

Examples:

- (to read) → I am reading an interesting article.
- (to cook) → I am cooking dinner right now.
- (to work) → I am working on my assignment.

Using Visual Aids and Real-Life Context

Incorporate pictures, videos, or real-time scenarios to reinforce the application of the
present progressive tense. For example, describe what you see happening around you,
prompting the use of -ing forms.

---

Conclusion: The Significance of Proper Usage

Mastering the use of the present progressive tense, especially when prompted by verbs in
parentheses, is fundamental for effective communication in English. It allows speakers to
vividly describe ongoing actions, convey immediacy, and add clarity to their narratives.
Proper application involves understanding grammatical rules, spelling considerations, and
context nuances. By practicing with exercises, paying attention to irregularities, and
integrating real-life scenarios, learners can enhance their fluency and grammatical
accuracy. Ultimately, understanding and correctly using the present progressive tense
enriches one's expressive capacity, making everyday conversations more dynamic and
engaging.

---

In summary, the key to effectively telling a friend what you are doing involves:

- Recognizing the subject and matching it with the correct form of "to be."
- Converting the verb in parentheses into its -ing form following spelling rules.
- Constructing clear, grammatically correct sentences that accurately describe ongoing
actions.



- Recognizing common pitfalls and employing strategies to overcome them.

By mastering these principles, learners can confidently narrate their current activities,
making their spoken and written English more natural and precise.
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