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Understanding the origins of language and its precise definitions offers a window into historical
perspectives, societal values, and linguistic evolution. Noah Webster's American Dictionary, first
published in 1828, stands as a cornerstone in American lexicography, shaping the way English words
are understood and used in the United States. Among its many entries, the term that has captured
scholarly interest is the phrase "a state of exemption from the power or control." This phrase
encapsulates complex ideas related to autonomy, independence, and legal or social immunity.

In this article, we delve into what Noah Webster's American Dictionary defined this phrase as, explore
its historical and linguistic significance, and analyze how these definitions reflect broader themes in
American history and society.

Contextual Background of Noah Webster's Dictionary

Before dissecting the specific definition, it's essential to understand the dictionary's historical context.
Noah Webster (1758–1843) was an influential American lexicographer, educator, and author who
aimed to create a distinctly American language. His dictionary was not merely a compilation of words
but was intended to foster national identity, independence from British linguistic traditions, and
educational reform.

Webster's dictionary emphasized American spellings, usages, and pronunciations, and it sought to
codify American English. The 1828 edition, often called "Webster's Dictionary," became an
authoritative reference that influenced American language and culture.

The Definition of "a State Of Exemption From The
Power Or Control" in Webster's Dictionary

In Webster's lexicon, the phrase "a state of exemption from the power or control" is primarily
associated with the concept of immunity or exemption. While Webster's dictionary does not always
define phrases directly, it provides definitions for the individual words and related terms that help
elucidate the phrase's meaning.

Primary Definition: Immunity or Exemption

Webster's Dictionary defines "immunity" as:



> "Freedom from any question, obligation, or penalty imposed by a government, law, or other
authority."

This aligns closely with the phrase in question, indicating a condition where an individual, group, or
entity is not subject to certain powers or controls normally exerted by authorities.

Related Terms and Their Relevance

Webster's entries for related words expand on the idea:

- Exemption: "The act of freeing or state of being free from an obligation or duty."
- Privileged: "Having special rights, immunity, or exemption."
- Independence: "The state or quality of being independent; freedom from control or influence of
others."

These definitions collectively highlight a conceptual framework where "a state of exemption from the
power or control" refers to a condition of autonomy, immunity, or legal freedom from external
authority.

Historical Significance of the Phrase's Definition

Understanding how Webster's Dictionary defined this phrase offers insight into its societal
implications during the early 19th century.

Legal and Political Context

During Webster’s era, the United States was establishing its legal and political identity post-
Revolution. The notion of exemption from control was central to the ideas of sovereignty, states'
rights, and individual freedoms.

- Sovereignty of States: Many states asserted their independence from federal control, emphasizing
their sovereignty and immunity from external interference.
- Legal Immunities: Certain individuals or groups, such as diplomats or military personnel, enjoyed
legal immunities, exempting them from local jurisdiction under specific conditions.
- Religious and Social Exemptions: Some communities sought exemptions from state laws based on
religious beliefs or social customs.

Webster's dictionary thus reflected and reinforced these concepts by defining immunity and
exemption as fundamental aspects of legal and social autonomy.

Philosophical and Cultural Significance

The early 19th century in America was characterized by a burgeoning sense of independence and



self-governance. Webster's emphasis on words related to exemption or immunity underscored the
cultural value placed on individual liberty and local authority.

- The idea of "exemption" resonated with the American ethos of resisting centralized control.
- It also aligned with the concept of "rights" that individuals or groups could claim against the powers
that be.

Modern Interpretations and Usage

Although Webster's dictionary provided a foundational understanding, the phrase "a state of
exemption from the power or control" continues to be relevant today, especially in legal, political, and
social discourse.

Legal Contexts

In contemporary usage, the phrase often pertains to:

- Diplomatic Immunity: Exemption from local laws granted to diplomats.
- Tax Exemptions: Financial immunity from taxes under certain conditions.
- Legal Immunity: Protections for witnesses, officials, or entities from prosecution or liability.

Political and Social Contexts

The phrase also applies to concepts such as:

- Autonomous Regions: Areas granted exemption from certain national controls.
- Civil Liberties: Rights that protect individuals from government overreach.
- Indigenous Sovereignty: Exemptions recognized for Native tribes or nations.

Implications of Webster's Definition for Contemporary
Understanding

Webster's emphasis on immunity and exemption as "a state of being free from power or control"
underscores the importance of autonomy in American legal and political thought. It highlights the
value placed on individual rights, regional independence, and legal protections.

This understanding informs current debates over:

- The limits of government authority.
- The rights of minority groups.
- The sovereignty of states and territories.



By tracing Webster's definitions, modern readers can appreciate how foundational ideas about
exemption and immunity continue to shape American society.

Summary of Key Points

- Noah Webster's American Dictionary defined "a state of exemption from the power or control"
primarily as immunity or exemption.
- The definitions of related terms like exemption, privilege, and independence reinforce the concept of
autonomy and legal freedom.
- Historically, these definitions reflected the early American emphasis on sovereignty, individual
rights, and resistance to centralized control.
- Today, the phrase finds relevance in legal, political, and social contexts such as diplomatic
immunity, tax exemptions, and autonomous regions.
- Webster's focus on these concepts played a role in shaping American language and societal values
regarding independence and legal protections.

Conclusion

Understanding what Noah Webster's American Dictionary defined as "a state of exemption from the
power or control" offers valuable insights into the foundational principles of American
identity—autonomy, liberty, and legal freedom. Webster's lexicographical work not only documented
language but also reinforced the cultural ideals that continue to influence the nation. Recognizing the
historical and modern significance of this phrase helps us appreciate the enduring importance of
exemption and immunity in shaping American society and governance.

By examining Webster's definitions and their broader implications, we gain a clearer picture of how
language reflects and sustains societal values across centuries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of 'independence' according to Noah
Webster's American Dictionary?
In Webster's Dictionary, 'independence' is defined as a state of exemption from the power or control
of others; freedom from dependence.

How does Noah Webster's American Dictionary describe
'sovereignty' in relation to a state's autonomy?
Webster's Dictionary describes 'sovereignty' as the supreme power or authority of a state to govern
itself without external interference, embodying a state of exemption from external control.



What term does Noah Webster's dictionary use to define a
'state of exemption from external control or influence'?
Webster's Dictionary defines such a state as 'independence,' highlighting the condition of being free
from external control or influence.

According to Noah Webster's American Dictionary, what is the
meaning of 'liberty' in the context of being free from control?
'Liberty,' as defined by Webster, is the state of being free from oppressive restrictions imposed by
authority, signifying a state of exemption from control.

How does Noah Webster's American Dictionary define
'autonomy' in terms of a state's self-governance?
Webster's Dictionary defines 'autonomy' as the right or condition of self-government, representing a
state of exemption from external authority or control.
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In the rich history of American lexicography, Noah Webster’s Dictionary stands as a monumental
achievement that not only standardized language but also reflected the cultural and political ethos of
a burgeoning nation. Among the many nuanced definitions contained within his seminal work, one
phrase that stands out is "a state of exemption from the power or control." This particular definition
encapsulates concepts of independence, autonomy, and freedom—principles deeply embedded in the
American identity. Exploring how Webster articulated this idea offers a fascinating window into the
linguistic and ideological landscape of early America.

---

Understanding the Phrase in Context

Before delving into Webster’s specific definition, it’s essential to grasp the phrase’s broader
implications. "A state of exemption from the power or control" refers to a condition where an
individual, group, or entity is freed from external dominance or authority. This concept resonates
throughout history, often associated with sovereignty, liberty, and self-governance.

In early American discourse, especially around the time of the founding era, such phrases frequently
appeared in discussions about independence from colonial powers, state sovereignty, and individual
rights. Webster’s dictionary, compiled shortly after American independence, captures this zeitgeist,
offering precise language to describe these emerging ideals.

---

Noah Webster’s Approach to Definitions



Noah Webster (1758–1843) aimed to craft a dictionary that reflected American values, distinguished
American English from British usage, and promoted national identity. His definitions often carried
ideological undertones, reinforcing notions of freedom, democracy, and self-reliance.

Webster believed language was a tool for shaping national character. As such, his entries went
beyond mere descriptions—they often embedded philosophical or political significance. When defining
complex concepts like "exemption from control," he sought to distill the essence into clear, accessible
terms that resonated with the American ethos.

---

Webster’s Definition of "Freedom" and Related Terms

While the specific phrase "a state of exemption from the power or control" appears in various
contexts, Webster's dictionary generally framed related concepts as follows:

- Freedom: The state of being free; exemption from slavery, imprisonment, oppression, or arbitrary
control.
- Liberty: The power or right of acting, speaking, or thinking as one wants without hindrance or
restraint.
- Independence: The state of being independent; self-sufficient; free from outside control or support.

These definitions collectively emphasize the importance of autonomy and voluntary exemption from
external authority, which aligned with the revolutionary ideals of the time.

---

Specific Definition in Webster’s Dictionary

In Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language, the phrase "a state of exemption
from the power or control" is most prominently associated with the concept of "independence" or
"liberty." While the dictionary does not always provide a direct, single-line definition for this exact
phrase, it explains the notions underlying it through definitions of related words.

For example:

- Freedom: "The state of being free; exemption from the power and control of others."
- Liberty: "The state of being free from restraint; independence."

In essence, Webster’s definitions articulate that freedom or liberty entails a state—a condition—where
an individual or entity is exempt from the power or control of another.

---

Historical and Political Significance

The early 19th century was a period of defining American national identity, with language playing a
pivotal role. Webster’s definitions reflected and reinforced the revolutionary ideals of independence
and self-determination.

Key themes include:



- Sovereignty of States: The idea that states could exist independently, free from external control.
- Individual Rights: The belief that persons should be free from arbitrary authority.
- National Autonomy: The aspiration that the United States itself was a free, independent nation.

By framing "a state of exemption from the power or control" within the lexicon of liberty, Webster
contributed to the linguistic foundation of American political philosophy.

---

How Webster’s Dictionary Uses the Phrase in Context

While the phrase might not be a standalone entry, it appears as part of broader definitions
emphasizing liberty and independence. Here are some illustrative ways Webster's dictionary
contextualizes this concept:

1. Exemption from Political Control

- "Independence" as a political state: The condition of a nation or state that is free from external
domination.
- "Sovereignty": The supreme power of a state to govern itself without external interference.

2. Exemption in Personal Rights

- "Freedom" as individual liberty: The condition where a person is not under the control of another or
subjected to arbitrary restraint.

3. Philosophical Underpinning

- The idea that "exemption from control" is foundational to notions of self-governance and autonomy,
which Webster’s definitions sought to clarify and promote.

---

Lists of Related Concepts Defined by Webster

To fully appreciate what Webster meant by "a state of exemption from the power or control," it’s
helpful to look at related terms and their definitions:

- Liberty: The state of being free within society from oppressive restrictions imposed by authority on
one's way of life, behavior, or political views.
- Independence: The quality or state of being independent; self-reliance; freedom from control.
- Sovereignty: Supreme power or authority; the authority of a state to govern itself.
- Autonomy: Self-government; the right or condition of self-governance.

---

Broader Cultural Impact

Webster’s definitions did more than clarify language—they helped shape American cultural identity.
By explicitly articulating what it meant to be free or independent, his dictionary reinforced values
central to the American Revolution and the nation’s subsequent development.



In particular:

- The emphasis on exemption from control became a rallying cry for independence movements.
- The language of freedom and sovereignty permeated political discourse.
- Webster’s lexicon served as an educational foundation for fostering civic pride and understanding of
American ideals.

---

Summary: What Did Webster’s Dictionary Convey?

In conclusion, Noah Webster’s American Dictionary defined "a state of exemption from the power or
control" primarily through the concepts of liberty, independence, and sovereignty. These definitions
highlighted the core American values of self-governance and personal freedom, framing them as
conditions of exemption—conditions where individuals, communities, or nations are free from external
domination.

By doing so, Webster’s work not only provided linguistic clarity but also contributed to the
philosophical and political fabric of the young nation, embedding the idea that true freedom involves
being free from undue external influence—a principle that remains central to American identity today.

---

Final Thoughts

Understanding Webster’s nuanced approach to defining concepts like "a state of exemption from the
power or control" offers valuable insight into the role language plays in shaping national ideology. His
definitions served as more than mere explanations—they were a reflection and reinforcement of the
ideals upon which America was founded. As language continues to evolve, revisiting Webster's work
reminds us of the power of words to define, inspire, and forge a collective identity grounded in liberty
and independence.
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