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What Do People In The Movie E.t Think About The Character E.Tplease Answer
Its Due In 8:30 PM Pleaeee is a question that resonates with fans and viewers
who have been captivated by Steven Spielberg’s iconic film E.T. the Extra-
Terrestrial. Since its release in 1982, E.T. has become a beloved character
in cinematic history, inspiring countless discussions about its personality,
role, and impact on audiences. This article explores what the characters
within the movie think about E.T., how viewers interpret the alien’s
character, and the lasting impression E.T. leaves on fans worldwide. By
examining different perspectives and analyses, we aim to provide a
comprehensive understanding of E.T.’s character and its significance.

Understanding E.T.: The Alien’s Character and
Traits

1. E.T. as a Compassionate and Gentle Creature
Many characters within the film perceive E.T. as a gentle and caring being.
Despite his extraterrestrial origin, E.T. exhibits profound empathy and
kindness, which endears him to both children and adults.

Ellie and Elliot’s Perspective: As the central human characters, Ellie
and Elliot see E.T. as a friend and a protector. They recognize his
innocence and develop a deep emotional bond.

Other Children’s Viewpoints: The other children, like Michael, see E.T.
as a mysterious but ultimately harmless creature that needs help and
understanding.

2. E.T. as a Symbol of Innocence and Purity
E.T. is often viewed as a symbol of innocence, representing purity of heart
and the possibility of genuine connection beyond language and culture.

Within the Movie: E.T.’s childlike behavior, curiosity, and capacity for
love emphasize his innocent nature.

Audience Interpretation: Viewers see E.T. as embodying the universal
qualities of kindness and compassion, transcending species and
differences.



How Do The Movie Characters Feel About E.T.?
Their Perspectives

1. Elliot’s Deep Connection and Loyalty
Elliot is arguably the character who develops the strongest bond with E.T.,
and his feelings reflect a mixture of admiration, love, and responsibility.

Protectiveness: Elliot feels a sense of duty to hide and care for E.T.,
viewing him as a friend and a family member.

Empathy and Understanding: Elliot perceives E.T. as more than an alien;
he sees him as a being deserving of compassion.

2. Government and Authority Figures’ Viewpoints
The authorities and scientists in the film view E.T. differently, often
seeing him as a subject of scientific interest or a threat.

Research and Curiosity: Scientists see E.T. as an extraordinary
discovery that needs to be studied.

Fear and Threat Perception: Government agents see E.T. as a potential
danger, leading to attempts to capture and contain him.

3. Other Characters’ Interpretations
Some minor characters, like the neighbor’s family, have varied views that
reflect their personalities.

Harrison’s Family: They are mostly unaware of E.T., but their reactions
range from curiosity to fear.

Scientists: They focus on E.T.’s biological and technological aspects,
often viewing him through a scientific lens rather than emotional.

Public and Audience Perspectives on E.T.

1. E.T. as a Cultural Icon
Beyond the characters within the movie, E.T. has become a cultural
phenomenon, symbolizing innocence, wonder, and the power of friendship.



Fan Reactions: Fans often describe E.T. as "adorable," "endearing," and
"a symbol of hope."

Merchandise and Media: E.T.’s image appears in countless forms,
reinforcing his status as a beloved character.

2. Emotional Impact and Audience Sympathy
Many viewers feel a profound emotional connection to E.T., perceiving him as
a misunderstood outsider seeking friendship and belonging.

Empathy for E.T.’s Situation: Audiences sympathize with E.T.’s need to
return home and his vulnerability.

Universal Themes: The character taps into themes of loneliness,
acceptance, and unconditional love, resonating across generations.

What Do Critics Say About E.T.? Perspectives on
His Character

1. E.T. as a Narrative Device
Critics often analyze E.T. as a device that drives the story of friendship,
compassion, and understanding.

Symbolism: E.T. symbolizes the "other" and the importance of compassion
in bridging differences.

Character Development: His interactions with Elliot and others showcase
themes of trust and loyalty.

2. Artistic and Cinematic Appreciation
Scholars appreciate E.T.’s design and portrayal as a groundbreaking
achievement in special effects and character creation.

Visual Design: E.T.’s appearance is crafted to evoke empathy and
affection.

Performance: The voice acting and animatronics contribute to his
emotional expressiveness, making him more relatable.



Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of E.T. and His
Perception

E.T. remains a character that continues to evoke admiration, empathy, and
nostalgia among audiences and characters within the film. The perspectives of
the movie’s characters—from Elliot’s unwavering loyalty to the government’s
cautious curiosity—highlight the multifaceted nature of E.T. as a symbol of
innocence, friendship, and the unknown. Public reception further cements
E.T.’s status as an icon of cinematic history, inspiring generations to
believe in kindness and understanding across differences.

Whether viewed through the lens of a child's wonder or an adult’s reflection
on empathy, E.T.’s character embodies timeless themes that resonate
universally. His perceived innocence and gentle nature have cemented his
place in popular culture, ensuring that questions about what people in the
movie think about him continue to spark discussions and admiration decades
after the film’s debut.

In summary, E.T. is seen by his friends as a lovable and compassionate alien,
while others view him with curiosity and caution. His character’s legacy as a
symbol of love, kindness, and the universal desire for connection endures,
making him one of the most memorable and beloved characters in cinematic
history.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do fans of the movie 'E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial'
generally perceive E.T. as a character?

Fans often see E.T. as a lovable, innocent, and compassionate alien who
embodies kindness and curiosity, making him an endearing and iconic figure in
cinematic history.

What are some common opinions about E.T.'s role in
teaching themes of friendship and acceptance?

Many viewers appreciate how E.T. symbolizes unconditional friendship and
acceptance, highlighting the importance of understanding and compassion
across differences.

How do critics interpret E.T.'s character in terms of
its impact on childhood innocence?

Critics often praise E.T. as a representation of childhood innocence and
wonder, emphasizing how his character captures the magic and purity of
childhood experiences.

Are there any negative perceptions of E.T among movie
viewers?

While most see E.T. positively, some critics have pointed out that his



character can be viewed as overly sentimental, or as a symbol of nostalgic
idealism that may oversimplify complex themes.

What do people think about E.T.'s design and
appearance in terms of its effectiveness?

The design of E.T. is widely regarded as iconic and effective, with many fans
finding his quirky, gentle appearance to be both adorable and memorable,
contributing to his status as a beloved character.

How has E.T.'s character influenced popular culture
and public perception of extraterrestrial beings?

E.T. has significantly shaped how the public perceives extraterrestrials,
often depicting them as friendly, emotionally complex beings, which has
influenced countless portrayals in media and popular culture.

Additional Resources
E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial: Public and Critical Perspectives on the Iconic
Character

Introduction

Since its release in 1982, Steven Spielberg’s E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial has
become a seminal piece of cinematic history, captivating audiences across
generations with its heartfelt story of friendship, innocence, and wonder.
Central to this enduring appeal is the character of E.T. himself—a gentle,
enigmatic alien whose presence sparks both curiosity and emotional resonance.
But beyond the film's narrative and technical achievements, what do
people—viewers, critics, and fans—think about E.T. as a character? How has
this perception evolved over time? And what makes E.T. a unique figure in the
pantheon of cinematic characters? This comprehensive analysis aims to explore
these questions in depth, providing a nuanced understanding of E.T.’s impact
and the various perspectives surrounding him.

---

Understanding E.T.: The Character at a Glance

Origins and Design

E.T. was created through a combination of groundbreaking puppetry and
animatronics, designed by Carlo Rambaldi and brought to life through
innovative special effects. Spielberg envisioned E.T. as a creature that
would evoke empathy and curiosity, blending elements of familiarity and
otherworldliness. The character’s distinctive features—a large head, glowing
eyes, elongated neck, and leathery skin—are meticulously crafted to evoke
both alienness and tenderness.

From a character design standpoint, E.T. embodies a deliberate ambiguity: he



is neither entirely cute nor frightening, but somewhere in between. This
duality makes him universally relatable and endears him to audiences of all
ages.

Personality Traits and Role in the Film

E.T. is depicted as gentle, curious, and intelligent, with a childlike
innocence that mirrors the protagonists’ own feelings of wonder. His
abilities—such as healing, levitating objects, and communicating
telepathically—serve as symbols of hope and the potential for understanding
beyond language and culture.

In the story, E.T. functions as a catalyst for emotional growth, teaching the
young characters about compassion, trust, and the importance of connection.
His non-verbal communication emphasizes emotional expression over words,
making his character universally accessible.

---

Public Perception and Audience Reactions

Initial Audience Reception

When E.T. was first released, audiences worldwide responded with overwhelming
affection. The character became an instant cultural icon, sparking
merchandise, Halloween costumes, and even references in popular media. The
emotional scenes—most notably the iconic bicycle flight across the moon—are
etched into collective memory, with E.T.’s face becoming a symbol of
innocence and curiosity.

Many viewers identified with E.T.’s vulnerability and kindness, perceiving
him as a representation of the universal desire for connection and
understanding. The character’s expressive eyes and subtle gestures fostered a
sense of empathy that transcended language barriers.

Critical Perspectives

Film critics have long lauded E.T. as a masterful creation that embodies
Spielberg’s skill in blending technical innovation with emotional
storytelling. The character’s design and puppetry were groundbreaking for
their time, and critics often highlight E.T. as a symbol of innocence lost
and found.

Some critical viewpoints include:

- Sympathetic portrayal of the ‘Other’: E.T. represents the outsider, and
critics have commended the film for portraying him with compassion and
dignity.
- Allegory for childhood and innocence: E.T. embodies the purity of
childhood, standing in contrast to adult cynicism.
- Technical achievement: The realism and expressiveness achieved through



puppetry and animatronics have been celebrated as pioneering.

However, some critics have argued that E.T.’s design borders on the uncanny
and that certain scenes can evoke discomfort, especially in viewers sensitive
to puppetry or animatronic effects.

---

What Do Fans and Cultural Commentators Say?

Fan Perspectives and Interpretations

Fans of E.T. often speak about the character with affection and nostalgia.
E.T. has become a symbol of childhood innocence and the magic of discovery.
Many appreciate the character’s non-verbal communication, which allows
viewers to empathize regardless of language or cultural background.

Common themes in fan discussions include:

- Emotional resonance: E.T.’s expressive face and movements evoke empathy and
compassion.
- Symbolism: He is seen as a metaphor for home, belonging, and the alienation
felt during childhood.
- Merchandising and pop culture: E.T.’s image has been adopted widely,
reinforcing his status as a beloved icon.

Some fans delve into deeper interpretations, viewing E.T. as an allegory for
environmental issues, societal outsiders, or the importance of empathy in an
increasingly disconnected world.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

E.T. has influenced a broad cultural landscape, inspiring artworks,
references in other media, and academic discussions. His character has been
analyzed in film studies as a prime example of Spielberg’s ability to create
characters that are both fantastical and emotionally authentic.

The character’s enduring popularity is evidenced by:

- The continued relevance of E.T. in popular culture.
- The creation of new merchandise, re-releases, and adaptations.
- The influence on subsequent sci-fi and family films.

---

Expert and Scholarly Analyses



Academic Perspectives

Scholars have examined E.T.’s character from various angles:

- Psychological symbolism: E.T. embodies childhood innocence, curiosity, and
the universal fear of being different.
- Sociological interpretations: The alien’s outsider status mirrors societal
fears of the ‘other’ and promotes themes of acceptance.
- Film theory: E.T. exemplifies Spielberg’s mastery in creating relatable
non-human characters that serve as emotional anchors.

Many experts agree that E.T.’s design and characterization are key factors in
the film’s success, emphasizing that his appeal lies in his ability to evoke
genuine emotional responses.

Criticism and Controversies

While largely beloved, some critiques have emerged, such as:

- The potential for E.T. to perpetuate certain stereotypes of aliens as
benign or overly nurturing.
- Discussions about the uncanny valley effect, where E.T.’s design might
evoke discomfort in some viewers.
- Debates on whether the character’s portrayal simplifies complex themes of
extraterrestrial life and cultural otherness.

Despite these criticisms, the general consensus remains that E.T. is a
groundbreaking character that has stood the test of time.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of E.T. and
Public Perception

In summation, the perception of E.T. as a character is overwhelmingly
positive, characterized by admiration for his design, emotional depth, and
symbolic significance. Audiences worldwide see him as a gentle, empathetic
figure—an alien who embodies innocence, curiosity, and the universal quest
for connection.

Critics praise E.T. as a technical marvel and a profound narrative device,
while fans cherish his role as a cultural icon. Over decades, E.T.’s
character has transcended the film itself, inspiring countless
interpretations and adaptations. The combination of innovative effects,
compelling storytelling, and universal themes ensures that E.T. remains a
beloved and influential figure in cinematic history.

Whether viewed through the lens of nostalgia, scholarly analysis, or popular
admiration, E.T. continues to evoke a sense of wonder and empathy. His
character exemplifies how a well-crafted creature can become a symbol of hope
and human connection, resonating across generations and cultural boundaries.

In essence, people see E.T. as more than just an alien; he is a mirror



reflecting our own humanity—and that is why he remains so profoundly
impactful.
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