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The Ku Klux Klan, a violent white supremacist organization rooted in hate and intimidation, experienced multiple
periods of resurgence throughout American history. Understanding what helped resurrect the Klan reveals the
societal, political, and economic factors that fueled its revival. In addition to African Americans, the Klan's
targets expanded over time to include Jews, Catholics, immigrants, and other marginalized groups. This article
explores the key elements that contributed to the Klan's rebirth and the diverse communities it sought to
oppress beyond African Americans.

The Factors Behind the Resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan

1. Post-World War I Societal Changes and Anxiety
Following World War I, America faced significant social upheaval. The war's end coincided with a wave of
immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe, leading to fears among many white Americans about cultural
dilution and economic competition.

Rise of Nativism: Many Americans grew increasingly wary of newcomers, fostering anti-immigrant
sentiments.

Fear of Social Change: The rapid urbanization and modernization threatened traditional rural values,
creating a fertile ground for reactionary groups.

Economic Uncertainty: Post-war economic instability led to fears of job loss and economic decline
among white workers, fueling resentment and hostility towards minorities and immigrants.

2. The 1915 Release of "The Birth of a Nation"
D.W. Griffith's silent film "The Birth of a Nation" glorified the Confederacy and depicted African Americans as a
threat to white society. The film's widespread popularity helped romanticize the Confederacy and promote white
supremacy, inspiring a revival of the Klan.

Media Influence: The film's portrayal of African Americans as dangerous fueled racial fears and justified
Klan violence.

Symbolic Revival: The film's success provided a cultural rallying point for white supremacists seeking
to re-establish the Klan's influence.

3. The Formation of the Second Klan in the 1910s and 1920s
The second incarnation of the Klan emerged in 1915 in Georgia, capitalizing on the societal tensions of the era.



Use of Conspiratorial Narratives: The Klan promoted conspiracy theories about minorities, Catholics,
Jews, and immigrants threatening American values.

Political and Economic Power: Klan members gained influence by infiltrating local and state governments,
leveraging fear to sway elections and policies.

4. The Role of Racial Violence and Intimidation
The Klan used violence and intimidation to reinforce racial hierarchies.

Lynching and Terrorism: Klan members engaged in lynchings and cross burnings to terrorize African
Americans and other targeted groups.

Community Enforcement: The organization positioned itself as a protector of "traditional" American
values, often claiming to uphold law and order through violence.

5. Political Support and Legislation
During the 1920s, the Klan gained political support, which helped sustain its revival.

Legislative Backing: Some politicians openly supported or turned a blind eye to Klan activities, providing
legitimacy.

Public Rhetoric: Anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic rhetoric was mainstreamed in some political circles,
aligning with Klan ideals.

Beyond African Americans: Who Were the Other Targets of the Ku
Klux Klan?

While the Klan is most infamously associated with violence against African Americans, over its various
resurgence periods, it targeted a broader spectrum of groups, seeking to defend a white, Protestant, Anglo-
Saxon supremacy.

1. Catholics
The Klan viewed Catholics as a threat to American Protestant values and feared their allegiance to the Pope
over the U.S. government.

Anti-Catholic Sentiment: The organization spread propaganda depicting Catholics as loyal to foreign
powers.

Targeted Violence: Catholic churches and communities were often attacked or intimidated by Klan
members.



2. Jewish Americans
Antisemitism was a core element of Klan ideology, rooted in conspiracy theories about Jewish control over
finance, media, and politics.

Conspiracy Theories: The Klan accused Jews of undermining American society and promoting
multiculturalism.

Discrimination and Violence: Jewish neighborhoods and institutions faced threats, vandalism, and violence.

3. Immigrants
The Klan targeted recent immigrants, especially those from Southern and Eastern Europe, whom they saw as
inferior or threatening American cultural homogeneity.

Nativist Rhetoric: The organization promoted the idea that immigrants were diluting American purity.

Restriction Campaigns: Klan members supported policies to limit immigration and enforce assimilation.

4. Other Marginalized Groups
In some periods, the Klan also targeted groups such as Freemasons, Catholics, and even certain political
activists they viewed as enemies of their ideology.

Conspiracy Beliefs: The Klan believed in various conspiracy theories about secret societies controlling
society.

Suppression of Dissent: The organization sought to silence political opponents and social reformers
through intimidation.

Impact and Legacy of the Klan’s Resurgence

The resurgence of the Klan had profound impacts on American society, including increased racial violence, the
spread of hate propaganda, and the entrenchment of systemic discrimination.

1. Societal Divisions and Violence
The Klan's activities deepened racial divides and contributed to a climate of fear and repression for targeted
communities.

2. Political Influence and Policy Impact
Klan-supported politicians helped shape anti-immigrant and segregationist policies that persisted for decades.



3. Cultural and Historical Reflection
The periods of Klan resurgence serve as stark reminders of the dangers of hate-driven extremism and the
importance of promoting inclusivity and tolerance.

Conclusion
The revival of the Ku Klux Klan was fueled by a complex interplay of societal fears, media influence, political
opportunism, and economic anxieties. While African Americans remained primary targets of Klan violence and
intimidation, the organization expanded its hostility to include Catholics, Jews, immigrants, and other groups
perceived as threats to the "American way." Understanding these dynamics is crucial in recognizing the ongoing
challenges of combating hate and promoting racial and religious harmony in society. The history of the Klan’s
resurgence underscores the importance of vigilance, education, and community resilience against hate-driven
ideologies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors contributed to the resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan in recent
years?

The resurgence of the Klan has been influenced by economic instability, social unrest, political polarization, and
a rise in nationalist and extremist sentiments, which have provided fertile ground for hate groups to gain
visibility and recruits.

How has social media played a role in the revival of the Ku Klux Klan?

Social media platforms have allowed the Klan to spread propaganda, recruit members, and organize events more
easily, enabling them to reach a wider audience and normalize their ideology.

In addition to African Americans, who are other groups targeted by the Ku
Klux Klan?

The Klan has historically targeted Jews, immigrants, Catholics, LGBTQ+ individuals, and sometimes even
political opponents or groups they perceive as threats to their white supremacist ideology.

What historical events or movements contributed to the Klan's re-emergence
in the late 20th and early 21st centuries?

The Civil Rights Movement, economic downturns, and periods of social change created fears among some white
communities, prompting a resurgence of Klan activity as a reactionary force opposing racial integration and
social change.

How has law enforcement responded to the modern resurgence of the Ku Klux
Klan?

Law enforcement agencies have monitored and sometimes prosecuted Klan activities related to hate crimes,
intimidation, and violence, but challenges remain in fully curbing their influence and recruitment efforts.



What role do hate crimes and violence play in the activities of the re-
emerged Ku Klux Klan?

Hate crimes and acts of violence remain central to the Klan's tactics, serving to intimidate targeted
communities and perpetuate their white supremacist agenda.

Are there specific regions where the Ku Klux Klan has experienced a stronger
revival?

The Klan has seen increased activity in parts of the Southern United States, as well as in rural areas and
regions experiencing economic hardship or social change, though their presence varies geographically.

What efforts are being made by communities and organizations to
counteract the influence of the Ku Klux Klan?

Community-led initiatives, anti-hate education programs, monitoring hate group activities, and promoting
diversity and inclusion are some of the strategies used to counteract Klan influence and prevent hate crimes.

Additional Resources
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The resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) in the early 20th century remains a striking chapter in American
history, revealing how hate groups can revive amidst social upheaval and cultural anxieties. The question of
what helped resurrect the Ku Klux Klan involves understanding a complex web of social, political, and
economic factors that fueled the group's rebirth. While its original incarnation in the aftermath of the Civil
War primarily targeted African Americans, the revived Klan expanded its hostility to include a broader
spectrum of perceived threats. This article explores the multifaceted reasons behind the Klan’s revival and
examines the diverse groups targeted by its hate campaigns.

---

The Historical Context of the Klan’s Resurgence

The Original Ku Klux Klan and Its Demise
The first Ku Klux Klan emerged in the Reconstruction-era South, founded in 1865. It aimed to resist
Reconstruction policies and maintain white supremacy through intimidation, violence, and terror against newly
freed African Americans and their allies. By the early 1870s, federal enforcement and societal shifts led to the
decline of the original Klan.

The Early 20th Century Revival
The Klan was resurrected in 1915, inspired by the 1915 film The Birth of a Nation, which portrayed the Klan as
a heroic force. This revival coincided with a period of rapid social change, including urbanization, immigration,
and shifts in cultural values. The new Klan expanded its targets beyond African Americans to encompass
Catholics, Jews, immigrants, and other marginalized groups.

---

Factors That Helped Resurrect the Ku Klux Klan

1. Societal Anxiety and Cultural Changes
- Immigration Waves: The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw massive waves of immigrants from Southern
and Eastern Europe, Asia, and other regions. Many native-born Americans viewed these newcomers as threats to
cultural cohesion, economic stability, and racial purity.
- Urbanization and Modernization: Rapid urban growth and technological advances created societal upheaval,



challenging traditional values and social hierarchies.
- Nativism: A surge in nativist sentiment fueled fears of losing American identity, leading to increased hostility
towards foreigners and minorities.

2. The Impact of Media and Popular Culture
- The 1915 film The Birth of a Nation romanticized the Klan, portraying it as a heroic defender of Southern
values. This portrayal helped legitimize and popularize the Klan’s ideology.
- Media outlets and newspapers often sensationalized stories of supposed threats from minorities, immigrants,
and radical groups, creating a climate of fear that the Klan exploited.

3. Political and Economic Instability
- Post-World War I Turmoil: After WWI, the United States experienced economic instability, strikes, and
social unrest. These conditions fostered fears of radicalism, such as anarchism and communism, which critics
associated with minority groups.
- Political Opportunism: Some politicians and community leaders either tacitly supported or openly endorsed
Klan activities to exploit fears for political gain or to rally conservative voters.

4. The Klan’s Organizational Strategies
- Fraternal and Secret Society Appeal: The Klan presented itself as a patriotic, fraternal organization offering
a sense of belonging and identity.
- Use of Symbols and Rituals: The Klan’s rituals and symbols created a sense of exclusivity and reinforced its
ideology.
- Local Recruitment: The Klan’s decentralized structure allowed it to infiltrate local communities, churches,
and civic organizations, spreading its influence more effectively.

5. Legislation and Legal Environment
- While federal efforts to suppress the Klan existed, enforcement was inconsistent. The lack of strong legal
action allowed the Klan to operate openly in many areas, contributing to its growth.

---

The Klan’s Broader Targets: Beyond African Americans

While the original Klan’s primary focus was maintaining white supremacy by targeting African Americans, the
revived Klan’s scope widened significantly. Its targets reflected the anxieties and prejudices of the time, often
encompassing multiple marginalized groups.

1. Catholics
- Anti-Catholic Sentiment: The Klan viewed Catholic immigrants, particularly Irish, Italian, and Polish
communities, as incompatible with American Protestant values.
- Fear of Papal Influence: The Klan feared Catholic allegiance to the Pope and perceived Catholic institutions
as threats to American sovereignty and Protestant dominance.
- Targeted Actions: The Klan often organized protests, boycotts, and even violence against Catholic
churches, schools, and organizations.

2. Jews
- Anti-Semitic Conspiracy Theories: The Klan subscribed to anti-Semitic tropes, accusing Jews of controlling
finance, media, and politics.
- Discrimination: Jewish communities faced discrimination through social exclusion, vandalism, and violence.
- Influence in Business and Politics: The Klan often targeted Jewish-owned businesses and Jewish political
figures, perceiving them as threats to “white Christian America.”

3. Immigrants
- Eastern and Southern Europeans: Many of these immigrants were Catholic, Jewish, or Orthodox, making them
targets of anti-immigrant sentiment.
- Nativist Policies: The Klan supported restrictive immigration laws, such as the Immigration Act of 1924,
aimed at limiting arrivals from certain regions.
- Cultural Threats: The Klan viewed the cultural practices of these immigrant groups as undermining American
values.



4. Other Marginalized Groups
- LGBTQ+ Individuals: Although less prominent, some Klan factions held anti-LGBTQ+ views and targeted
individuals or groups perceived as deviant.
- Unmarried Women and Feminists: The Klan promoted traditional gender roles and viewed women’s emancipation
movements as threats to social order.
- Labor Unions and Radical Activists: The Klan often opposed organized labor and perceived socialism or
anarchism as subversive threats.

---

The Klan’s Influence in Different Regions and Time Periods

The 1920s Klan
- The Klan’s peak was in the 1920s, with millions of members across the United States.
- Its influence extended into politics, with some local and state officials openly supporting Klan policies.
- It targeted diverse groups, including Catholics, Jews, immigrants, and African Americans, often through
intimidation and violence.

The Civil Rights Era and Beyond
- The Klan’s presence persisted into the Civil Rights era, primarily targeting African Americans, civil rights
activists, and allies.
- Modern iterations have continued to promote white supremacist and anti-immigrant agendas, often targeting
minority communities and marginalized groups.

---

Conclusion: The Legacy of the Klan’s Resurgence

Understanding what helped resurrect the Ku Klux Klan reveals how societal fears, media influence, political
opportunism, and organizational tactics can combine to revive hate groups. The Klan’s targets have
historically expanded beyond African Americans to include Catholics, Jews, immigrants, and other minorities,
reflecting broader anxieties about cultural change, demographic shifts, and perceived threats to traditional
American values. Recognizing these dynamics is crucial in confronting contemporary forms of hate and ensuring
that history’s lessons inform efforts to promote equality and social cohesion.

---

In sum, the Klan’s resurgence was fueled by a mixture of societal upheaval, cultural fears, media portrayal,
and political opportunism, with its targets broadening from African Americans to encompass a wide range of
marginalized groups perceived as threats to the racial, religious, and cultural fabric of America.
Understanding this history is vital to combating hate groups today and fostering a more inclusive society.
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