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WHAT IMPACT DID THE ProGRrESSIVE ERA HAVE ON CHILD LABOR? CHECk ALL THAT APPLY. 1. NATIONAL CHILD LABOR

THe PROGRESSIVE ERA, SPANNING FROM THE 1890s To THE 1920s, WAS A PIVOTAL PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY
CHARACTERIZED BY WIDESPREAD SOCIAL ACTIVISM AND POLITICAL REFORM AIMED AT ADDRESSING THE MANY SOCIAL ISSUES OF
THE TIME. AMONG THESE ISSUES, CHILD LABOR WAS A PROMINENT CONCERN THAT GARNERED SIGNIFICANT ATTENTION FROM
REFORMERS, LEGISLATORS, AND THE PUBLIC. THIS ERA MARKED A CRITICAL TURNING POINT IN THE MOVEMENT TO REGULATE AND
ULTIMATELY ELIMINATE CHILD LABOR PRACTICES THAT EXPLOITED YOUNG CHILDREN IN FACTORIES, MINES, AND OTHER INDUSTRIAL
SETTINGS. UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACT OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA ON CHILD LABOR INVOLVES EXPLORING LEGISLATIVE CHANGES,
SOCIAL REFORMS, AND THE BROADER SOCIETAL SHIFTS THAT AIMED TO PROTECT CHILDREN'S RIGHTS AND WELL-BEING. IN
PARTICULAR, THE FOCUS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL POLICIES AND LAWS, OFTEN UNDER THE BANNER OF “NATIONAL
CHILD LABOR,” PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE FUTURE OF CHILD LABOR REGULATION IN THE UNITED STATES.

THe STATE OF CHILD LABOR BEFORE THE PROGRESSIVE ERA

BEFORE THE PROGRESSIVE ERA, CHILD LABOR WAS WIDESPREAD AND LARGELY UNREGULATED. CHILDREN AS YOUNG AS FIVE OR
SIX YEARS OLD WORKED LONG HOURS IN HAZARDOUS ENVIRONMENTS, OFTEN UNDER HARSH CONDITIONS. INDUSTRIES LIKE
TEXTILES, COAL MINING, AGRICULTURE, AND MANUFACTURING EMPLOYED LARGE NUMBERS OF CHILD WORKERS, MOTIVATED BY
ECONOMIC NECESSITY AND THE LACK OF PROTECTIVE LEGISLATION. THE ABSENCE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS ALLOWED THESE
PRACTICES TO PERSIST, WITH LITTLE CONCERN FOR THE PHYSICAL, EDUCATIONAL, OR EMOTIONAL HEALTH OF YOUNG \WORKERS.

Key FACTORS THAT LED TO THE REFORM MOVEMENT

SEVERAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THE RISE OF THE CHILD LABOR REFORM MOVEMENT DURING THE
PROGRESSIVE ERA:

® AWARENESS AND ADVOCACY: PROGRESSIVE REFORMERS, SOCIAL ACTIVISTS, AND ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE
NaTIoNAL CHILD LABOR CoMMITTEE (NCLC) HIGHLIGHTED THE ABUSES OF CHILD LABOR THROUGH REPORTS,
PHOTOGRAPHS, AND CAMPAIGNS.

o EpucATIONAL CONCERNS: CHILD LABOR DEPRIVED MANY CHILDREN OF THEIR RIGHT TO EDUCATION, PERPETUATING
CYCLES OF POVERTY AND LIMITING OPPORTUNITIES FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

® HEALTH AND SAFETY Risks: CHILD WORKERS FACED DANGEROUS CONDITIONS, INCLUDING EXPOSURE TO TOXIC
SUBSTANCES, MACHINERY ACCIDENTS, AND EXHAUSTION.

* EcoNoMIC INEQUALITY: CHILD LABOR WAS OFTEN A RESULT OF ECONOMIC HARDSHIP FACED BY FAMILIES, BUT REFORMERS
ARGUED FOR SOCIETAL RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT CHILDREN REGARDLESS OF ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES.

LEGISLATIVE AND PoLITicAL CHANGES DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA ON CHILD LABOR WAS THE PUSH FOR LEGISLATIVE REFORM
AT BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL LEVELS. THE MOVEMENT CULMINATED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL STANDARDS AIMED AT
REGULATING OR BANNING CHILD LABOR PRACTICES.



DeveLoPMENT oF NATIONAL CHILD LABOR LAWS

\W/HILE EARLY EFFORTS PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON STATE LEGISLATION, THE PROGRESSIVE ERA SAW INCREASED CALLS FOR A
UNIFIED NATIONAL APPROACH. NOTABLE DEVELOPMENTS INCLUDE:

o THE KEATING-OWEN CHILD LABOR AcT (19 16): THIS WAS THE FIRST FEDERAL LAW AIMED AT RESTRICTING CHILD
LABOR, PROHIBITING THE SALE OF GOODS PRODUCED BY FACTORIES THAT EMPLOYED CHILDREN UNDER AGE 14-16,
DEPENDING ON THE INDUSTRY. |T ALSO BANNED OPPRESSIVE LABOR PRACTICES FOR MINORS IN INTERSTATE COMMERCE.

o LEGAL CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS: THE LAW FACED LEGAL CHALLENGES AND WAS ULTIMATELY DECLARED
UNCONSTITUTIONAL BY THE U.S. SuPReME COURT IN 19 18, CITING LIMITATIONS ON CONGRESS'S AUTHORITY TO
REGULATE MANUFACTURING. NONETHELESS, IT SET IMPORTANT PRECEDENTS FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION.

o CONTINUED FEDERAL INITIATIVES: SUBSEQUENT LEGISLATION, LIKE THE FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT oF 1938, BUILT
UPON EARLY EFFORTS AND ULTIMATELY ESTABLISHED COMPREHENSIVE CHILD LABOR PROTECTIONS NATIONWIDE.

STATE-LEVEL REFORMS AND THEIR ROLE

IN ADDITION TO FEDERAL EFFORTS, MANY STATES ENACTED THEIR OWN CHILD LABOR LAWS DURING THIS PERIOD. THESE LAWS
VARIED WIDELY BUT GENERALLY AIMED TO SET MINIMUM \WORKING AGES, REGULATE WORKING HOURS, AND IMPROVE SAFETY
STANDARDS. THE COMBINED IMPACT OF STATE LAWS HELPED TO:

o CREATE A BASELINE OF PROTECTIONS ACROSS DIFFERENT REGIONS.

¢ BUILD MOMENTUM FOR NATIONAL LEGISLATION AS AWARENESS OF CHILD LABOR ABUSES GREW.

* ADDRESS LOCAL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS MORE EFFECTIVELY.

THE RoLE oF AbvocAcY GRoUPS AND PUBLIC AW ARENESS

ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE NATIONAL CHILD LAaBor CoMmiTTEE (NCLC), FOUNDED IN 1904, PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN
SHAPING PUBLIC OPINION AND INFLUENCING POLICY. THEY CONDUCTED INVESTIGATIONS, PUBLISHED REPORTS, AND ORGANIZED
CAMPAIGNS TO HIGHLIGHT THE PLIGHT OF CHILD WORKERS.

IMPACT oF MepiA AND PusLIic CAMPAIGNS

THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHS, LITERATURE, AND TESTIMONIES HELPED TO:
® RAISE AWARENESS AMONG THE AMERICAN PUBLIC ABOUT THE DANGEROUS AND EXPLOITATIVE CONDITIONS FACED BY
CHILD \WORKERS.
o GENERATE MORAL OUTRAGE THAT PRESSURED POLICYMAKERS TO ACT.

® MOBILIZE SUPPORT FOR LEGISLATIVE REFORMS AT LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL LEVELS.



LoNG-TEerM EFFecTs ofF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA ON CHILD LABOR

THE REFORMS INITIATED DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR ONGOING EFFORTS TO PROTECT CHILDREN IN
THE WORKFORCE. ALTHOUGH CHALLENGES PERSISTED, THE ERA MARKED A SHIFT TOWARD RECOGNIZING CHILDREN AS NEEDING
SPECIAL PROTECTIONS AND RIGHTS.

Key OuTCOMES

1. ESTABLISHMENT OF LEGAL STANDARDS: MINIMUM WORKING AGES, MAXIMUM HOURS, AND SAFETY REGULATIONS BECAME
MORE COMMON.

2. REDUCTION OF CHILD LABOR: DATA SHOWS A SIGNIFICANT DECLINE IN CHILD EMPLOYMENT RATES DURING AND AFTER THE
ERA.

3. ENHANCED EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES: LAWS AND SOCIAL CAMPAIGNS EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION,
LEADING TO INCREASED SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG CHILDREN.

4. FOUNDATION FOR MODERN LABOR LAWS: THE ERA’S REFORMS INFLUENCED FUTURE LEGISLATION, CULMINATING IN
COMPREHENSIVE PROTECTIONS UNDER THE FAIR LABOR STANDARDS AcT (1938).

CHeck ALL THAT ApPpPLY: THE IMPACT OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA ON CHILD
LABOR

BASED ON THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS, THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS ACCURATELY REFLECT THE IMPACT OF THE
PROGRESSIVE ERA ON CHILD LABOR:

o EsTABLISHED NATIONAL CHILD LABOR LAWS: THE ERA SAW THE ENACTMENT OF FEDERAL LEGISLATION AIMED AT
REGULATING AND RESTRICTING CHILD LABOR PRACTICES.

o RAISED PusLIC AWARENESS AND ADVOCACY: CAMPAIGNS AND INVESTIGATIONS INCREASED SOCIETAL CONCERN ABOUT
THE EXPLOITATION OF CHILD \WORKERS.

o RepuUCeD CHILD LABOR PRACTICES: THE COMBINED EFFORTS OF LAWS AND SOCIAL ACTIVISM LED TO A SIGNIFICANT
DECLINE IN CHILD EMPLOYMENT IN HAZARDOUS INDUSTRIES.

® PROMOTED EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN: EMPHASIS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF SCHOOLING CONTRIBUTED TO POLICIES
ENCOURAGING CHILDREN TO ATTEND SCHOOL RATHER THAN W ORK.

o Lep To THE CREATION OF ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON CHILD WELFARE: GROUPS LIKE THE NATIONAL CHILD LABOR
COMMITTEE HELPED SHAPE REFORMS AND MONITOR COMPLIANCE.

CoNCLUSION

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN TRANSFORMING THE LANDSCAPE OF CHILD LABOR IN THE UNITED STATES.
THROUGH LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES, ADVOCACY, AND SOCIETAL SHIFTS, THIS PERIOD LAID THE GROUNDW ORK FOR MODERN CHILD



LABOR PROTECTIONS. ALTHOUGH CHALLENGES REMAINED, THE ERA’S REFORMS CONTRIBUTED TO A PROFOUND CHANGE IN HOW
SOCIETY VIEWED CHILDREN'S RIGHTS AND THEIR NEED FOR PROTECTION FROM EXPLOITATION. TODAY/ THE LEGACY OF THESE
EFFORTS CONTINUES TO INFLUENCE LABOR LAWS AND CHILD WELFARE POLICIES, ENSURING THAT CHILDREN ARE PRIORITIZED OVER
INDUSTRIAL PROFITS. RECOGNIZING THESE HISTORICAL IMPACTS HELPS US APPRECIATE THE IMPORTANCE OF ONGOING VIGILANCE
AND ADVOCACY IN SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN'S RIGHTS ACROSS ALL SECTORS OF SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT WAS THE MAIN GOAL OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA REGARDING CHILD LABOR?

THE MAIN GOAL WAS TO REDUCE AND REGULATE CHILD LABOR TO PROTECT CHILDREN'S HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELL~BEING.

DD THE PROGRESSIVE ERA LEAD TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL CHILD LABOR
LAWS?

YES, IT CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL STANDARDS AND LAWS AIMED AT RESTRICTING CHILD LABOR.

How pID THE PROGRESSIVE ERA INFLUENCE PUBLIC AWARENESS ABOUT CHILD LABOR
ISSUES?

[T INCREASED AWARENESS THROUGH REFORMS, ACTIVISM, AND INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS EXPOSING THE HARSH CONDITIONS FACED
BY CHILD LABORERS.

\WERE THERE ANY FEDERAL LAWS ENACTED DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA TO LIMIT
CHILD LABOR?

W/HILE SOME FEDERAL LAWS WERE PROPOSED, SIGNIFICANT FEDERAL REGULATION OF CHILD LABOR WAS LIMITED UNTIL LATER,
HOWEVER, THE ERA SET THE STAGE FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION.

\YW/HAT ROLE DID ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE NATIONAL CHILD LABOR COMMITTEE PLAY
DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERAP

THEY ADVOCATED FOR LAWS TO RESTRICT CHILD LABOR, CONDUCTED RESEARCH, AND RAISED PUBLIC AW ARENESS ABOUT THE
ISSUE.

DD THE PROGRESSIVE ERA’S REFORMS COMPLETELY ELIMINATE CHILD LABOR?

NO, BUT THEY SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED ITS PREVALENCE AND LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR STRICTER REGULATIONS IN SUBSEQUENT
YEARS.

How pib THE PROGRESSIVE ERA IMPACT EDUCATION RELATED TO CHILD LABOR?P

[T PROMOTED COMPULSORY EDUCATION LAWS, WHICH HELPED KEEP CHILDREN OUT OF THE WORKFORCE AND INTO SCHOOL.

Is ‘NATIONAL CHILD LABOR’ ASSOCIATED WITH THE REFORMS OF THE PROGRESSIVE
EraP

YES, THE ERA’S REFORMS CONTRIBUTED TO NATIONAL EFFORTS TO REGULATE AND RESTRICT CHILD LABOR PRACTICES.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

WHAT IMPACT Dib THE PROGRESSIVE ERA HAVE ON CHILD LABOR? CHECk ALL THAT APPLY. 1. NATIONAL CHILD LABOR

THe PROGRESSIVE ERA, SPANNING ROUGHLY FROM THE 1890s To THE 1920s, WAS A TRANSFORMATIVE PERIOD IN AMERICAN
HISTORY CHARACTERIZED BY WIDESPREAD SOCIAL ACTIVISM, POLITICAL REFORM, AND EFFORTS TO ADDRESS THE MANY SOCIAL
ILLS BROUGHT ABOUT BY RAPID INDUSTRIALIZATION. AMONG THE MANY ISSUES TACKLED DURING THIS ERA, CHILD LABOR
EMERGED AS A PARTICULARLY URGENT CONCERN, PROMPTING SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE, SOCIETAL, AND CULTURAL CHANGES. TO
UNDERSTAND ITS FULL IMPACT, ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO THE NATIONAL CHILD LABOR MOVEMENT, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO
EXPLORE THE MULTIFACETED REFORMS, CHALLENGES, AND OUTCOMES THAT SHAPED THIS CRITICAL ASPECT OF AMERICAN LABOR
HISTORY.

THe Rise oF CHILD LABOR IN THE INDUSTRIAL AGE

BEFORE DELVING INTO THE REFORMS OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA/ IT’S IMPORTANT TO CONTEXTUALIZE THE RISE OF CHILD LABOR
AS A KEY ISSUE.

INDUSTRIALIZATION AND ECONOMIC NECESSITY

- THE RAPID EXPANSION OF FACTORIES, MILLS, AND MINES CREATED A DEMAND FOR CHEAP, INEXPENSIVE LABOR.

- CHILDREN WERE SEEN AS IDEAL WORKERS DUE TO THEIR SMALL SIZE, AGILITY, AND WILLINGNESS TO WORK LONG HOURS FOR
MINIMAL PAY.

- FAMILY INCOME OFTEN DEPENDED ON EVERY MEMBER, INCLUDING CHILDREN, TO SURVIVE ECONOMICALLY.

- THE LACK OF COMPREHENSIVE LABOR LAWS ALLOWED CHILDREN TO WORK IN HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS, OFTEN IN UNSAFE
ENVIRONMENTS WITH LITTLE REGULATION.

ConpiTIoNns FACING CHILD W ORKERS

- LONG WORKING HOURS, OFTEN EXCEEDING 10-12 HOURS DAILY.

- POOR SAFETY STANDARDS LEADING TO FREQUENT INJURIES.

- EXPOSURE TO HARMFUL SUBSTANCES SUCH AS CHEMICALS, DUST, AND NOISE.

- LIMITED ACCESS TO EDUCATION, AS WORK OFTEN TOOK PRECEDENCE OVER SCHOOLING.

- EXPLOITATION AND ABUSE, WITH CHILDREN EARNING A FRACTION OF WHAT ADULT WORKERS RECEIVED.

THE EMERGENCE OF THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT AGAINST CHILD LABOR

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WAS MARKED BY A COLLECTIVE EFFORT AMONG REFORMERS, SOCIAL WORKERS, JOURNALISTS, AND
ACTIVISTS TO COMBAT CHILD LABOR.

Key DrIVERS OF REFORM

- MUCKRAKERS: INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS LIKE UPTON SINCLAIR AND LEWIS HINE EXPOSED THE HARSH REALITIES OF CHILD
LABOR THROUGH COMPELLING PHOTOGRAPHS AND REPORTS.

- SociaL CrRUSADERS: ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE NATIONAL CHILD LaBor CommiTTEE (NCLC) WERE FORMED TO
ADVOCATE FOR LEGISLATIVE CHANGE.

- LAaBOoR UNIONS AND POLITICAL ACTIVISTS: W/ ORKERS' GROUPS PUSHED FOR BETTER WORKING CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS
ON CHILD EMPLOYMENT.



- EbpucATORS AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS: EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION AND MORAL DEVELOPMENT OVER CHILD
LABOR.

THe RoLE oF MepiA AND PusLic OPINION

- PHOTOGRAPHS AND STORIES HIGHLIGHTED THE INHUMANE TREATMENT OF CHILD WORKERS, GARNERING PUBLIC SYMPATHY.
- CAMPAIGNS AIMED TO RAISE AW ARENESS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND PROTECTION.

THE DeVELOPMENT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NATIONAL CHILD LABOR
MOVEMENT

THe NATIONAL CHILD LABOR MOVEMENT WAS A CORNERSTONE OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA’S REFORM EFFORTS, SEEKING TO
CREATE FEDERAL AND STATE REGULATIONS TO LIMIT OR ELIMINATE CHILD LABOR.

FOUNDING AND GoALS ofF THE NATIONAL CHILD LAaBor CommiTTEE (NCLC)

- EsTaBLISHED IN 1904, THE NCLC AIMED TO INVESTIGATE AND DOCUMENT CHILD LABOR PRACTICES NATIONW IDE.
- |TS MISSION WAS TO ADVOCATE FOR LAWS RESTRICTING CHILD EMPLOYMENT AND TO PROMOTE EDUCATION OVER LABOR.
- THE ORGANIZATION EMPLOYED PHOTOGRAPHERS LIKE LEWIS HINE TO PRODUCE COMPELLING VISUAL EVIDENCE.

STRATEGIES EMPLOYED BY THE NCLC

- CONDUCTING INVESTIGATIONS AND PUBLISHING REPORTS ON CHILD LABOR CONDITIONS.

- LOBBYING LAWMAKERS TO PASS CHILD LABOR LAWS.

- ORGANIZING PUBLIC AW ARENESS CAMPAIGNS, INCLUDING EXHIBITIONS, LECTURES, AND MEDIA OUTREACH.
- ENGAGING IN LEGAL BATTLES TO CHALLENGE EXISTING LAWS AND PUSH FOR REFORMS.

Key ACHIEVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES

- THE NCLC SUCCESSFULLY INFLUENCED PUBLIC OPINION BUT FACED CONSTITUTIONAL HURDLES.
- THE SUPREME COURT INITIALLY STRUCK DOWN SOME FEDERAL CHILD LABOR LAWS, CITING STATES' RIGHTS.
- NONETHELESS, THE MOVEMENT PERSISTED, LAYING THE GROUNDW ORK FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION.

LeGAL RerorMS AND LEGISLATIVE IMPACT

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA SAW A SERIES OF LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS AIMED AT RESTRICTING CHILD LABOR, ALTHOUGH WITH MIXED
IMMEDIATE SUCCESS.

STATE-LEVEL LEGISLATION

- MANY STATES ENACTED LAWS SETTING MINIMUM AGE REQUIREMENTS AND MAXIMUM HOURS FOR CHILD \WORKERS.
- ExAaMPLES INCLUDE CALIFORNIA’S CHILD LABOR LAW oF 1911 AND OTHERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY.
- THESE LAWS VARIED IN STRINGENCY AND ENFORCEMENT, OFTEN FACING LEGAL CHALLENGES.



FEDERAL LEGISLATION ATTEMPTS

- THE MOST NOTABLE FEDERAL EFFORT WAS THE KEATING-OWEN CHILD LABOR ACT oF 19 16, WHICH PROHIBITED THE
INTERSTATE SALE OF GOODS PRODUCED BY CHILD LABOR.

- THE LAW WAS A LANDMARK IN FEDERAL CHILD LABOR REGULATION, REPRESENTING A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT TOWARDS NATIONAL
OVERSIGHT.

- HOWEVER, IT FACED CONSTITUTIONAL CHALLENGES, AND IN 1918, THE SUPREME COURT DECLARED IT UNCONSTITUTIONAL,
CITING STATES' RIGHTS.

PosT-PrOGRESSIVE ERA DEVELOPMENTS

- DespITE SETBACKS, THE MOMENTUM GENERATED BY THE PROGRESSIVE ERA KEPT CHILD LABOR REFORM ALIVE.
- THE FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT OF 1938 EVENTUALLY ESTABLISHED FEDERAL MINIMUM AGES AND MAXIMUM HOURS,
EFFECTIVELY ENDING MOST CHILD LABOR PRACTICES.

IMPACT OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA ON CHILD LABOR: WHAT CHECK ALL
THAT APPLY

THE REFORMS AND ACTIVISM DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA HAD SEVERAL LASTING IMPACTS ON CHILD LABOR IN THE UNITED
STATES:

® |NCREASED PUBLIC AW ARENESS: CAMPAIGNS, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS BROUGHT THE INHUMANE
CONDITIONS OF CHILD WORKERS TO THE FOREFRONT OF PUBLIC CONSCIOUSNESS, FOSTERING WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR
LEGISLATIVE REFORM.

® LEGISLATIVE ACTION AT STATE AND FEDERAL LEVELS: PROGRESSIVE REFORMERS SUCCESSFULLY PUSHED FOR LAWS
THAT SET MINIMUM AGE LIMITS, RESTRICTED WORKING HOURS, AND IMPROVED SAFETY STANDARDS, LAYING THE
FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE REGULATIONS.

o EsSTABLISHMENT OF ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE NCLC: THESE GROUPS BECAME PIVOTAL IN ADVOCATING FOR CHILD LABOR
REFORMS, CONDUCTING RESEARCH, AND MOBILIZING PUBLIC OPINION, WHICH PERSISTED BEYOND THE ERA.

¢ LeGAL CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS: DESPITE EFFORTS, SOME FEDERAL LAWS WERE STRUCK DOWN BY COURTS,
REFLECTING THE ONGOING CONSTITUTIONAL AND POLITICAL DEBATES SURROUNDING FEDERAL INTERVENTION IN LABOR

ISSUES.

® SHIFT TOWARDS EDUCATION: THE MOVEMENT EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF SCHOOLING OVER CHILD LABOR, LEADING
TO POLICIES THAT PRIORITIZED EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN AND REDUCED THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE \W ORKFORCE.

o LoNG-TERM PoLicY CHANGES: ALTHOUGH COMPREHENSIVE FEDERAL LEGISLATION TOOK TIME, THE PROGRESSIVE ERA’S
INITIATIVES SET THE STAGE FOR THE EVENTUAL PASSAGE OF LAWS LIKE THE FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT, WHICH
EFFECTIVELY CURTAILED CHILD LABOR PRACTICES IN THE MID-20TH CENTURY.

LEGACY OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA ON CHILD LABOR REFORMS

THe PROGRESSIVE ERA’S INFLUENCE ON CHILD LABOR REFORM CANNOT BE OVERSTATED. |T MARKED A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT FROM



ACCEPTANCE AND WIDESPREAD EXPLOITATION OF CHILD WORKERS TO A SOCIETAL RECOGNITION OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS TO
EDUCATION, SAFETY, AND CHILDHOOD.

ENDURING IMPACTS INCLUDE:

- THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR CHILD LABOR REGULATION.

- INCREASED AWARENESS AND SOCIETAL CONSENSUS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT.
- THE STRENGTHENING OF FEDERAL OVERSIGHT IN LABOR PRACTICES.

- INSPIRATION FOR SUBSEQUENT REFORM MOVEMENTS AND LAWS.

W/HILE CHALLENGES REMAINED, AND SOME LAWS FACED SETBACKS, THE GROUNDWORK LAID DURING THIS PERIOD PROVED CRUCIAL
FOR THE EVENTUAL ERADICATION OF CHILD LABOR PRACTICES IN THE UNITED STATES.

CoNCLUSION

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WAS UNDENIABLY PIVOTAL IN SHAPING THE TRAJECTORY OF CHILD LABOR REFORM IN THE UNITED
STATES. THROUGH RELENTLESS ACTIVISM, INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM, LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS, AND SOCIETAL ADVOCACY, THIS
PERIOD LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR MODERN CHILD LABOR LAWS. THE NATIONAL CHILD LABOR MOVEMENT, EXEMPLIFIED BY
ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE NCLC, WAS AT THE FOREFRONT OF THIS TRANSFORMATION, MOBILIZING PUBLIC OPINION AND
INFLUENCING POLICY CHANGES. ALTHOUGH PROGRESS WAS GRADUAL AND FACED SETBACKS, THE ERA’S EFFORTS SIGNIFICANTLY
REDUCED THE PREVALENCE OF CHILD LABOR AND EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND SAFETY. TODAY,
THE LEGACY OF THESE REFORMS CONTINUES TO INFLUENCE CHILD PROTECTION LAWS, ENSURING THAT CHILDREN ARE AFFORDED
OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH, LEARNING, AND SAFETY, FREE FROM EXPLOITATION.

IN SUMMARY, THE IMPACT OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA ON CHILD LABOR INCLUDED:

- INCREASED PUBLIC AWARENESS AND ACTIVISM AGAINST CHILD LABOR.

- THE FORMATION AND INFLUENCE OF ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE NATIONAL CHILD LABOR COMMITTEE.
- LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS AT BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL LEVELS, DESPITE LEGAL CHALLENGES.

- A CULTURAL SHIFT PRIORITIZING EDUCATION OVER CHILD EMPLOYMENT.

- FOUNDATIONS FOR FUTURE, MORE COMPREHENSIVE CHILD LABOR PROTECTIONS.

ALL THESE ASPECTS COLLECTIVELY CONTRIBUTED TO TRANSFORMING CHILD LABOR FROM A WIDESPREAD INDUSTRIAL PRACTICE
INTO A REGULATED AND SOCIALLY CONDEMNED ISSUE, REFLECTING BROADER SOCIETAL PROGRESS DURING THE ERA.
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