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What Is Most Likely The Reason Lincoln Repeats His Declaration That "all
Persons Held As Slaves . . . in the first paragraph, Lincoln’s repeated
emphasis on this declaration serves multiple strategic, moral, and political
purposes during the tumultuous years of the Civil War. This recurring
assertion was not merely a statement of fact but a deliberate rhetorical
device aimed at reinforcing the Union’s stance on slavery, shaping public
opinion, and solidifying the legal and moral foundation for the abolition of
slavery. Understanding the reasons behind Lincoln’s repeated emphasis offers
valuable insight into his leadership, the evolution of his policies, and the
broader context of the Civil War era.

The Context of Lincoln’s Declaration on Slavery

The Emancipation Proclamation and Its Limitations
Lincoln’s declaration that “all persons held as slaves” was central to the
Emancipation Proclamation issued on January 1, 1863. While this executive
order declared the freedom of enslaved persons in Confederate states, it did
not immediately free all enslaved individuals. Its scope was limited to areas
in rebellion, and it relied heavily on the Union’s military success for
enforcement. Lincoln’s repeated emphasis on this declaration underscored the
importance of clarifying his commitment to ending slavery and framing the war
as a moral crusade against the institution.

The Legal and Moral Foundations
Lincoln’s words served to reinforce the legal basis for abolition. By
consistently stating that “all persons held as slaves” were to be freed, he
aimed to establish a moral and legal precedent rooted in human rights and the
principles enshrined in the Declaration of Independence. Repetition helped to
make this moral stance clear and unambiguous, countering opposition and
ensuring that the message was understood across diverse audiences.

Reasons Behind Lincoln’s Repetition of the
Declaration

1. To Reinforce the Moral Argument Against Slavery
Lincoln believed that slavery was fundamentally unjust and morally wrong.
Repeating his declaration served to emphasize this moral stance, making it
clear that the Union’s cause was not just about preserving the nation but
also about ending an immoral institution. This moral framing was vital in
garnering support among abolitionists, Union soldiers, and the general
public.



2. To Clarify and Reinforce Policy Goals
Throughout the Civil War, Lincoln’s policies evolved—from initial efforts to
preserve the Union to a clear stance on ending slavery. Repeating the
declaration helped to clarify his policy goals, especially as opposition and
political pressures fluctuated. It acted as a reaffirmation of his commitment
to abolition, particularly in the face of conflicting opinions within his
administration and Congress.

3. To Solidify Support Among the Freed Slaves and
Enslaved People
Lincoln’s repeated declarations also aimed to communicate hope and assurance
to enslaved persons and freed individuals. By consistently affirming the
abolition of slavery, he sought to demonstrate that the Union was committed
to their freedom, thereby encouraging enslaved persons to escape or resist
their captors, knowing that the Union’s stance was unequivocal.

4. To Counteract Opposition and Maintain Political
Unity
Political opposition existed within the Union, including from border states
and Northern Democrats who were hesitant about abolition. Reiterating his
declaration was a strategic move to maintain political unity by making the
moral and legal case against slavery clear and unassailable, thereby limiting
dissent and rallying support for the Union war effort.

5. To Reinforce the Legal Basis for Future
Legislation
Lincoln’s repeated emphasis on the declaration laid the groundwork for the
eventual passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery
nationwide. By continuously asserting that “all persons held as slaves” were
to be freed, he helped to establish a legal and moral precedent that made
subsequent legislation more straightforward and compelling.

The Impact of Lincoln’s Repetition on Public
Perception

Building Moral Consensus
Repetition served as a tool to build moral consensus among Americans. By
consistently framing slavery as a moral wrong and affirming the Union’s
intention to abolish it, Lincoln helped shift public opinion toward
supporting emancipation.

Creating a Clear and Consistent Message
In times of war and political upheaval, consistent messaging is crucial.
Lincoln’s repeated declarations ensured that his stance was understood



uniformly across different regions, social groups, and political factions.

Mobilizing Support for the Union War Effort
The moral clarity reinforced through repetition helped motivate Union
soldiers and supporters to continue fighting. It framed the Civil War as a
righteous cause, essential for ending slavery and establishing justice.

Historical Significance of Lincoln’s Repeated
Declarations

Establishing a Moral Legacy
Lincoln’s repeated emphasis on ending slavery contributed to his legacy as
the “Great Emancipator.” It underscored his moral leadership and commitment
to human rights, which continues to resonate today.

Influencing Legislation and Constitutional Change
The repeated declarations contributed to the momentum that led to the
Thirteenth Amendment. Their consistent message strengthened the
constitutional abolition of slavery, transforming Lincoln’s moral stance into
legal reality.

Shaping the Narrative of the Civil War
Lincoln’s emphasis on ending slavery helped shape the historical narrative of
the Civil War as a moral struggle between good and evil, rather than merely a
political or military conflict.

Conclusion
Understanding why Lincoln repeatedly declared that “all persons held as
slaves” were to be freed reveals the strategic, moral, and political layers
of his leadership during one of America’s most critical periods. His
persistent emphasis served to reinforce the moral rationale for abolition,
clarify policy intentions, build public support, and lay the groundwork for
lasting legal change. These repeated declarations not only defined his
presidency but also helped shape the trajectory of American history, ensuring
that the abolition of slavery would be cemented both morally and legally.
Ultimately, Lincoln’s repetition was a deliberate effort to ensure that the
message of freedom and human dignity endured through the tumult of war and
into the future.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary reason Lincoln repeatedly
declared that 'all persons held as slaves...'?

Lincoln emphasized this to affirm the abolition of slavery and to reinforce
the moral and legal justification for ending the institution during the Civil
War.

How does Lincoln's repeated declaration relate to his
overall goals during the Civil War?

It underscores his commitment to ending slavery as a means to preserve the
Union and promote equality, ensuring the moral clarity of his policies.

Why did Lincoln feel it was important to repeatedly
state that 'all persons held as slaves' are to be
freed?

To reinforce the legal and moral basis for emancipation and to communicate
the government's stance clearly to both the Union and the Confederacy.

Does Lincoln's repetition serve a strategic political
purpose?

Yes, it helps rally support for the abolitionist cause, unify the Union
behind emancipation, and strengthen international support by clarifying the
war aims.

What legal or constitutional basis does Lincoln rely
on when he declares that 'all persons held as slaves'
are to be freed?

He references the powers granted by the Emancipation Proclamation and the
authority of the wartime president to take measures deemed necessary for the
preservation of the Union.

How does Lincoln's emphasis on the phrase 'all
persons held as slaves' impact public perception?

It highlights the moral urgency and legal authority behind emancipation,
influencing public opinion to support abolition and civil rights.

Is Lincoln repeating this declaration to address
specific audiences or to make a broader statement?

He repeats it to communicate both to the Union supporters and the Confederacy
that slavery is a central issue and that emancipation is a definitive goal.

How does Lincoln's repeated declaration relate to the
broader abolition movement?

It aligns with abolitionists' calls for the complete end of slavery and helps



solidify emancipation as a key war aim.

What historical significance does Lincoln's
reiteration of this declaration hold?

It marks a pivotal moment in American history, emphasizing the moral and
legal shift towards ending slavery and redefining the nation’s values.

Could Lincoln's repetition be interpreted as a
rhetorical device?

Yes, it serves to reinforce his message, persuade audiences, and underscore
the importance of emancipation as a moral and political imperative.

Additional Resources
Lincoln’s Repetition of His Declaration: An In-Depth Analysis

When exploring the complex tapestry of Abraham Lincoln’s rhetoric during the
Civil War era, one phrase consistently emerges in his speeches and writings:
"all persons held as slaves". The repeated invocation of this phrase is not
merely stylistic but serves as a strategic, moral, and political tool that
underscores Lincoln’s evolving stance on slavery, his constitutional
interpretations, and his overarching goal of preserving the Union. To fully
understand why Lincoln emphasizes this declaration so frequently, it is
essential to examine its historical context, legal implications, moral
significance, and political objectives.

---

Historical Context of Lincoln’s Repetition

The Civil War and the Slavery Dilemma

Lincoln’s presidency (1861–1865) was marked by unprecedented national crisis.
The Union’s survival was threatened not just by military conflict but by
fundamental disagreements over slavery. As Southern states seceded, they did
so largely to preserve their economic and social system rooted in slavery.
Lincoln’s initial goal was to preserve the Union, but as the war progressed,
his stance on slavery evolved.

The frequent repetition of the phrase "all persons held as slaves" reflects a
period where Lincoln was clarifying his position and solidifying his moral
stance. It was during this time that he issued key documents like the
Emancipation Proclamation, which explicitly targeted the institution of
slavery in rebelling states, and pushed for the eventual passage of the 13th
Amendment.



Key Speeches and Writings

Lincoln’s speeches, including the Gettysburg Address, Second Inaugural
Address, and various debates, repeatedly contain references to "persons held
as slaves". These repetitions serve to:

- Reinforce the moral gravity of slavery.
- Clarify the scope of his policies.
- Frame the war as a moral crusade against slavery, not merely a political
conflict.

This consistency in phrasing also aimed at unifying the Northern populace,
emphasizing that the war’s moral underpinning was the abolition of slavery
and the recognition of human dignity.

---

The Legal and Constitutional Significance

Understanding the Phrase: “All Persons Held as
Slaves”

The phrase “all persons held as slaves” is carefully chosen. It emphasizes
the humanity of enslaved individuals and the recognition that, under the law,
they are persons with inalienable rights. Lincoln’s emphasis on this phrase
was rooted in constitutional and legal interpretations.

- Legal Status of Enslaved Persons: Lincoln was aware of the legal
ambiguities surrounding slavery. His repeated declaration underscores the
idea that, regardless of existing laws that dehumanized enslaved individuals,
they are fundamentally persons deserving of freedom.
- Constitutional Authority: Lincoln’s constitutional arguments often hinged
on the President’s powers to preserve the Union and, by extension, to take
measures to abolish slavery in rebel states.

Repetition as a Legal Clarification

By continually asserting that “all persons held as slaves” are entitled to
freedom, Lincoln sought to:

- Clarify the scope of executive authority.
- Reinforce the legality of the Emancipation Proclamation, which declared
enslaved persons in rebellious states free.
- Prepare the nation and Congress for the constitutional change embodied in
the 13th Amendment.

This constant reiteration served as a legal anchor, ensuring that his moral
and political arguments were underpinned by constitutional legitimacy.

---



The Moral and Ethical Dimension

Reaffirming the Humanity of Enslaved Persons

Lincoln’s repeated references to “all persons held as slaves” serve a moral
purpose — they affirm the humanity and dignity of enslaved individuals. This
language shifts the narrative from slavery as a legal or economic issue to a
moral crisis demanding justice.

- Moral Clarity: Repetition reinforces that enslaved persons are not mere
property but human beings with rights.
- Universal Principles: It aligns with Lincoln’s broader moral philosophy
rooted in the Declaration of Independence, emphasizing equality and liberty.

The Emancipation as a Moral Imperative

Lincoln’s persistent mention of this phrase underscores that emancipation is
not merely a political necessity but a moral obligation. It signals that the
fight against slavery is rooted in a fundamental principle of human rights,
making it harder for opponents to deny the justice of abolition.

---

Political Strategy and Audience Engagement

Mobilizing Support in the North

Repetition of "all persons held as slaves" was also a political tool designed
to:

- Solidify Northern support for emancipation.
- Frame the Civil War as a moral crusade against slavery.
- Diminish opposition by highlighting the moral stakes.

By emphasizing the phrase, Lincoln made clear that the Union’s war effort was
aligned with the cause of human equality, thus rallying patriotic fervor and
moral resolve.

Countering Opponents’ Arguments

Lincoln faced opposition from those who wanted to avoid alienating border
states or compromising Union unity. By repeatedly stating that “all persons
held as slaves” are to be freed, he:

- Distanced himself from any notion that emancipation was optional or
limited.
- Framed opposition as morally indefensible.



- Prepared the ground for constitutional amendments and policies that would
definitively abolish slavery.

---

Why Does Lincoln Repeat This Declaration? A
Synthesis

Putting all these factors together, Lincoln’s repeated declaration that “all
persons held as slaves” is not a mere rhetorical flourish but a determined,
multifaceted strategy. The reasons include:

- Legal Clarity and Legitimacy: Reinforcing the scope of the executive and
legislative powers to abolish slavery.
- Morally Unambiguous Position: Emphasizing the humanity of enslaved persons
and framing emancipation as a moral necessity.
- Political Cohesion: Uniting the Northern populace and rallying support for
the war effort and constitutional amendments.
- Historical Record: Ensuring that his stance on slavery is clear and
enduring for future generations.

This repetition encapsulates Lincoln’s evolution from a wary opponent of
abolition to a resolute leader committed to ending slavery as a moral and
constitutional imperative.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Lincoln’s
Repetition

In sum, Lincoln’s repeated declaration that "all persons held as slaves"
serves as a powerful rhetorical, legal, and moral device. It underscores the
intrinsic dignity of enslaved individuals, clarifies his constitutional
authority to act against slavery, and galvanizes political and public support
for emancipation. The phrase’s recurrence is a testament to Lincoln’s
strategic mastery — a deliberate effort to embed the moral and legal
foundations of his policies into the national consciousness.

By examining these layers, it becomes clear that Lincoln’s repetition was
more than mere emphasis; it was a carefully crafted communication that helped
shape the moral and legal trajectory of the United States toward abolition
and equality. His steadfast focus on this declaration remains a compelling
testament to his leadership and vision for a just nation.
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