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The Battle of Manila Bay, a pivotal event during the Spanish-American War, is renowned for its

decisive American victory and the remarkable leadership of Admiral George Dewey. Central to this

historic naval engagement was the ship he commanded, which played a crucial role in establishing

American dominance in the Pacific and altering the course of history. In this article, we explore in

detail the vessel that Dewey was aboard during this significant battle, delve into its specifications,

history, and impact, and provide a comprehensive understanding of the factors that led to America's

triumph.

The Ship: USS Olympia (CL-15)

Introduction to USS Olympia

The ship that George Dewey commanded during the Battle of Manila Bay was the USS Olympia

(C-6/CL-15), a protected cruiser of the United States Navy. Launched in 1890, USS Olympia was one

of the most advanced and formidable ships of its era, representing the United States' emerging naval

power at the turn of the 20th century. The vessel was specifically designed to project American

influence across the globe and was a symbol of the nation’s naval modernization efforts.



Historical Background of USS Olympia

- Construction and Launch: The USS Olympia was laid down in 1890 by the William Cramp & Sons

Shipbuilding Company in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and launched on April 5, 1891.

- Commissioning: The ship was officially commissioned into the U.S. Navy on February 5, 1895.

- Design and Features: As a protected cruiser, Olympia featured an armored deck, rapid-fire guns, and

advanced navigation and communication systems for its time. Its design aimed to combine speed,

firepower, and protection, making it suitable for long-range missions and battles.

Specifications of USS Olympia

| Feature | Details |

|---|---|

| Displacement | Approximately 3,200 tons |

| Length | 344 feet (105 meters) |

| Beam | 47 feet (14 meters) |

| Draft | 18 feet (5.5 meters) |

| Speed | Up to 21 knots (39 km/h) |

| Complement | About 355 officers and crew |

| Armament | 8 x 6-inch guns, 20 x 5-inch guns, 6 x 6-pounder guns, 6 x 1-pounder guns, torpedo

tubes |

The Role of USS Olympia in the Battle of Manila Bay

Pre-Battle Preparations

In April 1898, the United States declared war on Spain, igniting the Spanish-American War. Dewey



was appointed Commander of the Asiatic Squadron, tasked with challenging Spanish naval forces in

the Pacific. USS Olympia was chosen as Dewey’s flagship due to its formidable armament and

strategic capabilities. The ship was stationed in Hong Kong, where Dewey received orders to proceed

to Manila and prepare for engagement.

The Battle on May 1, 1898

- The Engagement Begins: On the morning of May 1, 1898, Dewey’s squadron, aboard USS Olympia,

launched a surprise attack on the Spanish fleet anchored in Manila Bay.

- Tactics and Strategy: Dewey’s ship led the assault, employing superior firepower, quick maneuvering,

and precise artillery to disable the Spanish ships. The battle lasted approximately seven hours, during

which Dewey’s leadership and USS Olympia’s capabilities were crucial.

- Outcome of the Battle: The Americans achieved a decisive victory, sinking or destroying all eight

Spanish ships present with minimal damage to their own vessels.

Significance of USS Olympia’s Role

- Leadership and Command: Dewey’s effective command from USS Olympia demonstrated naval

prowess and strategic brilliance.

- Technological Advantage: The ship’s modern armament and armor allowed it to withstand Spanish

counterfire and deliver devastating blows.

- Morale and Momentum: The victory boosted American morale and established control over the

Philippines, paving the way for future expansion.

Aftermath and Legacy of USS Olympia



Post-Battle Service and Historical Significance

Following the Battle of Manila Bay, USS Olympia served in various capacities, including diplomatic

missions and naval training. It became a symbol of American naval strength and innovation.

Preservation and Current Status

- Historic Landmark: USS Olympia was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1966.

- Museum Ship: Today, it is preserved as a museum ship in Philadelphia, allowing visitors to explore

its decks and learn about Dewey’s historic victory.

Why USS Olympia Was the Perfect Choice for Dewey

- Advanced Design: Its armor and firepower made it well-suited for the intense naval combat.

- Reliability: The ship’s robust construction ensured operational effectiveness during the battle.

- Leadership Platform: As Dewey’s flagship, it provided a command center from which to coordinate

the attack.

Conclusion: The Significance of the Ship in Naval History

The USS Olympia’s role in the Battle of Manila Bay solidified its place in history as the vessel that

carried Admiral George Dewey to victory over the Spanish fleet. Its technological capabilities, strategic

importance, and enduring legacy symbolize the rise of the United States as a formidable naval power

at the turn of the century. Understanding the ship’s specifications, history, and performance enhances

our appreciation of this pivotal moment in maritime warfare and American history.



---

Summary:

- The ship Dewey was aboard during the Battle of Manila Bay was the USS Olympia (C-6/CL-15).

- It was a protected cruiser launched in 1890, known for its advanced design and firepower.

- Dewey’s leadership from USS Olympia led to a decisive American victory over the Spanish fleet on

May 1, 1898.

- The vessel remains a significant historical artifact, symbolizing American naval strength and

innovation.

For history enthusiasts and naval aficionados, the USS Olympia exemplifies the evolution of modern

naval warfare and the strategic brilliance of Admiral Dewey’s command during one of the most iconic

battles in American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What ship was George Dewey aboard during the Battle of Manila Bay?

George Dewey was aboard the USS Olympia during the Battle of Manila Bay.

What role did the USS Olympia play in George Dewey's victory over the

Spanish?

The USS Olympia served as Dewey's flagship and was central to leading the American forces to

victory in the battle.

When did George Dewey command the USS Olympia in the Battle of



Manila Bay?

George Dewey commanded the USS Olympia during the Battle of Manila Bay on May 1, 1898.

Why was the USS Olympia significant in the Spanish-American War?

The USS Olympia was significant because it was the flagship of the U.S. Asiatic Squadron and played

a decisive role in the victory at Manila Bay.

Did George Dewey command any other ships during the Spanish-

American War?

While Dewey commanded multiple ships, the USS Olympia was the flagship he led during the Battle of

Manila Bay, which was his most notable vessel during the war.

What was the outcome of the battle for the ship George Dewey was

on?

The USS Olympia, under Dewey's command, achieved a decisive victory, destroying the Spanish

Pacific Squadron and gaining control of Manila Bay.

How did George Dewey’s leadership aboard the USS Olympia influence

the battle's outcome?

Dewey’s strategic leadership and effective command from the USS Olympia were instrumental in

securing a swift and overwhelming victory for the Americans.

Is the USS Olympia preserved today as a historic ship?

Yes, the USS Olympia is preserved as a museum ship in Philadelphia and is recognized for its role in

Dewey’s victory.



What was the significance of the USS Olympia in American naval

history?

The USS Olympia is celebrated as the flagship of the victory at Manila Bay and is one of the oldest

surviving steel warships from the 1890s.

Did George Dewey's ship face any significant damage during the

battle?

The USS Olympia sustained minimal damage and remained operational, contributing to the decisive

American victory.

Additional Resources

What Ship Was George Dewey Aboard When He Led The Americans To Victory Over The Spanish At

The Battle is a question that resonates deeply within American naval history. Admiral George Dewey's

decisive victory at the Battle of Manila Bay during the Spanish-American War remains one of the most

celebrated moments in U.S. maritime military history. Central to this historic event was the formidable

ship that Dewey commanded—USS Olympia. This vessel not only played a pivotal role in the victory

but also became a symbol of American naval power at the turn of the 20th century. Understanding the

details of the ship, its features, and Dewey’s leadership aboard it provides a richer appreciation of this

landmark event.

---

Introduction: The Significance of the Battle of Manila Bay

The Battle of Manila Bay, fought on May 1, 1898, marked a turning point in the Spanish-American

War. Under Dewey’s command, the U.S. Navy decisively defeated the Spanish fleet defending the



Philippines, effectively ending Spanish colonial dominance in the region and establishing the United

States as a significant naval power. The victory was swift, largely due to Dewey’s strategic acumen

and the capabilities of his flagship, USS Olympia.

---

USS Olympia: The Ship That Carried Dewey to Victory

Overview of USS Olympia

USS Olympia (C-6) is a protected cruiser commissioned in 1895 and served as Dewey’s flagship

during the Battle of Manila Bay. Named after Olympia, Washington, the ship was a symbol of

American naval innovation and strength at the turn of the century.

Features and Specifications:

- Type: Protected cruiser

- Displacement: Approximately 5,600 tons

- Length: 344 feet (105 meters)

- Beam: 41.2 feet (12.55 meters)

- Draft: 18.5 feet (5.64 meters)

- Speed: Up to 21 knots (approximately 24 mph)

- Armament:

- Main guns: 8 × 8-inch (203 mm) guns

- Secondary guns: 20 × 6-inch (152 mm) guns

- Smaller caliber guns for anti-torpedo boat defense

- Armor: Steel deck and protective casemates

- Complement: About 392 officers and crew



Design and Innovation:

USS Olympia was designed as a protected cruiser, meaning it had an armored deck protecting vital

machinery and magazines, but lacked the extensive belt armor of later armored cruisers. Its design

prioritized speed and firepower, making it well-suited for the fast, decisive engagement that Dewey

envisioned.

---

Role in the Battle of Manila Bay

The USS Olympia served as Dewey’s command vessel, from which he directed the fleet's operations.

Its strategic positioning allowed Dewey to monitor and engage the Spanish fleet effectively. During the

battle:

- The ship’s superior firepower and speed enabled it to outmaneuver the Spanish vessels.

- Dewey’s leadership on the Olympia was instrumental in maintaining formation and executing tactical

maneuvers.

- The ship’s armament inflicted significant damage, sinking or disabling most Spanish ships in a matter

of hours.

Notable Moments Involving USS Olympia:

- Dewey’s orders to concentrate fire on the Spanish flagship, Reina Cristina.

- The use of the ship’s rapid-firing guns to silence Spanish defenses.

- The preservation of the Olympia’s integrity amidst intense combat, allowing it to maintain command

throughout the battle.

---



Features of USS Olympia That Contributed to Victory

Pros:

- Speed and Maneuverability: Its ability to quickly reposition allowed Dewey to outflank and

concentrate fire on Spanish ships.

- Firepower: The armament was powerful enough to incapacitate multiple Spanish vessels rapidly.

- Command and Control: The ship’s layout facilitated effective communication and coordination.

- Durability: Despite intense fire, it withstood the engagement and remained operational.

Cons:

- Limited Armor: As a protected cruiser, its armor was lighter compared to later warship designs,

making it vulnerable to heavier fire.

- Age: By modern standards, USS Olympia was relatively small and less heavily armed than later

battleships, reflecting the naval technology of the era.

- Operational Range: While adequate for the battle, it was not designed for prolonged extended

campaigns.

---

Legacy of USS Olympia and Dewey’s Leadership

The victory at Manila Bay cemented Dewey’s reputation as one of America’s greatest naval heroes.

The USS Olympia became more than just a warship; it was a symbol of American naval prowess and

imperial ambitions. Today, the ship is preserved as a museum in Philadelphia, offering insight into the

naval history of the era and Dewey’s leadership.

Key Contributions to Naval Legacy:



- Demonstrated the importance of tactical innovation and leadership.

- Showcased the effectiveness of a modern, steam-powered fleet.

- Served as an inspiration for future naval design and strategy.

Cultural and Historical Significance:

- The ship’s legacy is intertwined with American imperialism and the nation’s emergence as a global

power.

- Dewey’s leadership aboard the Olympia is studied in military history as an example of decisive

command.

---

Conclusion: The Significance of Dewey’s Ship in the Battle

In conclusion, the ship that George Dewey was aboard when he led the Americans to victory over the

Spanish at the Battle of Manila Bay was USS Olympia. This protected cruiser was a marvel of its time,

embodying the technological advancements of the late 19th century and serving as the perfect

platform for Dewey’s tactical brilliance. The ship's speed, firepower, and command capabilities played

a crucial role in securing a swift and decisive victory, shaping the future of naval warfare and American

foreign policy. Today, USS Olympia stands as a lasting memorial to that historic day, a testament to

Dewey’s leadership and the power of naval innovation.

---

Additional Resources:

- Visit the USS Olympia Museum in Philadelphia for an in-depth look at the ship’s history.

- Read Dewey’s own accounts of the battle to understand his leadership style.

- Study naval architecture of the late 19th century to appreciate the design features that made USS



Olympia effective.

Final Thoughts:

Understanding the vessel that carried Dewey into history enriches our appreciation of this pivotal

moment. The combination of strategic leadership and technological innovation embodied in USS

Olympia exemplifies the spirit of American naval history and continues to inspire future generations of

sailors and historians alike.
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