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Queen Elizabeth I’s speech to the troops at Tilbury in 1588 stands as one of the most iconic moments
in English history. Delivered during a time of crisis when the Spanish Armada threatened England’s
very existence, her words exemplify masterful rhetorical strategies aimed at inspiring courage, unity,
and resilience among her listeners. Understanding which excerpts from her address rely on specific
rhetorical appeals—ethos, pathos, and logos—helps us appreciate the power and enduring legacy of
her rhetoric.

Understanding Rhetorical Appeals in Elizabeth’s
Address

Rhetorical appeals are persuasive strategies used by speakers to influence their audience. The three
classical appeals—ethos (credibility), pathos (emotion), and logos (logic)—are often employed in
combination to strengthen the speaker’s message. Queen Elizabeth’s speech to her troops
exemplifies a sophisticated use of all three, with particular emphasis on emotional appeal (pathos),
which she masterfully employs to rally her troops.

Key Excerpts and Their Rhetorical Appeals

1. Ethos: Establishing the Queen’s Authority and Credibility

Queen Elizabeth begins her address by asserting her role and her commitment to her people, which
serves to establish her credibility and moral authority.

"I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach of a king..."

"I am come among you, as you see, with a whole heart, and a true faith."

Analysis:
These excerpts rely on ethos, as Elizabeth openly acknowledges her physical weakness but
immediately counters it by emphasizing her strength of character and resolve. By doing so, she
bolsters her credibility, showing that her leadership is rooted in moral authority and unwavering



commitment. Her declaration that she comes "with a whole heart" reassures her troops of her
dedication, further establishing trust and inspiring confidence.

2. Pathos: Stirring Emotions and Inspiring Courage

Many of Elizabeth’s most memorable lines are designed to evoke emotional responses—patriotism,
loyalty, and defiance—in her audience.

"I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach of a king."

"I am ready to shed my blood if need be, to defend my realm."

"I may have the body of a woman, but I have the heart of a lion."

Analysis:
These excerpts rely heavily on pathos. Elizabeth uses vivid imagery and assertive language to evoke
pride and determination. By comparing herself to a lion and emphasizing her willingness to shed
blood, she appeals to her troops’ emotions, fostering a sense of collective patriotism and resolve. Her
declaration that she is willing to sacrifice herself underscores her commitment, inspiring her audience
to follow her example.

3. Logos: Logical Arguments for Unity and Resistance

While Elizabeth’s speech is predominantly emotional, it also contains elements of logical reasoning
that persuade her troops of the importance of their cause.

"I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach of a king,
and of a man."

"God and my right shall be maintained."

Analysis:
These lines appeal to the audience’s sense of justice and rationality. By invoking divine authority
("God and my right shall be maintained"), Elizabeth frames her leadership as morally and divinely
justified, providing a logical foundation for resistance. She appeals to the soldiers’ sense of duty and
righteousness, reinforcing their obligation to defend their homeland.

Specific Excerpts and Their Rhetorical Strategies



“I am come amongst you, as you see, with a whole heart, and
a true faith.”

Rhetorical Appeal: Ethos
Purpose: She emphasizes her sincerity and moral authority, establishing her credibility as a leader
committed to her country’s cause.

“I may have the body of a woman, but I have the heart and
stomach of a king.”

Rhetorical Appeal: Pathos and Ethos
Purpose: This line appeals to the emotional pride of her audience, asserting her strength and
resilience despite her gender, thus inspiring confidence.

“I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman; but I have
the heart and stomach of a king.”

Rhetorical Appeal: Pathos and Ethos
Purpose: Elizabeth acknowledges her physical frailty (pathos) but immediately counters it with her
moral and emotional strength, reinforcing her leadership qualities.

“I am ready to shed my blood if need be, to defend my
realm.”

Rhetorical Appeal: Pathos
Purpose: This statement stirs feelings of patriotism and sacrifice, motivating her troops by
exemplifying personal commitment.

“God and my right shall be maintained.”

Rhetorical Appeal: Logos and Ethos
Purpose: Invoking divine will and justice appeals to rational and moral considerations, framing
resistance as a righteous duty.

The Power of Combined Rhetorical Appeals in Queen
Elizabeth’s Speech

Queen Elizabeth’s speech masterfully combines ethos, pathos, and logos to craft a compelling



message:

- Ethos builds her credibility and authority, reassuring her troops that their leader is morally upright
and committed.
- Pathos evokes emotional responses—patriotism, loyalty, and courage—crucial for motivating soldiers
in times of peril.
- Logos provides rational justifications rooted in divine right and moral duty, reinforcing the legitimacy
of their resistance.

This strategic blend ensures that her message resonates on multiple levels, inspiring unwavering
loyalty and resilience among her troops.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Elizabeth’s
Rhetorical Strategy

Queen Elizabeth I’s address at Tilbury remains a quintessential example of effective rhetoric in
leadership. The excerpts relying on rhetorical appeals serve not only to motivate her audience in a
moment of crisis but also to establish her as a leader of moral authority, emotional strength, and
logical righteousness. Her masterful use of ethos, pathos, and logos continues to be studied as a
model of persuasive speech, illustrating how words can galvanize a nation in its most trying moments.

By analyzing her excerpts and their rhetorical strategies, we gain insight into the timeless art of
persuasion and the enduring power of well-crafted rhetoric in leadership and national identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which rhetorical appeal is most prominent in Queen
Elizabeth's address to the troops at Tilbury?
She primarily relies on an appeal to ethos, establishing her credibility and leadership to motivate the
troops.

How does Queen Elizabeth use emotional appeal in her speech
at Tilbury?
She evokes feelings of loyalty, patriotism, and pride to inspire confidence and courage among her
listeners.

What role does the rhetorical appeal to pathos play in Queen
Elizabeth's speech?
It appeals to the emotions of her audience, encouraging them to stand firm and fight bravely for their
country.



Does Queen Elizabeth's speech rely on logical reasoning or
logos? Why or why not?
While her speech is more emotionally driven, she also uses logical appeals by emphasizing duty and
the importance of defending England.

How does Queen Elizabeth utilize rhetorical appeals to inspire
confidence among her troops?
She emphasizes her own courage and resolve, appealing to ethos, and appeals to their sense of
patriotism, invoking emotional response.

Which rhetorical device in Queen Elizabeth's speech enhances
its appeal to ethos?
Her declaration of her own willingness to face danger demonstrates her credibility and leadership.

In her address at Tilbury, how does Queen Elizabeth appeal to
her audience's sense of shared identity?
She refers to England as 'our country' and emphasizes their common loyalty and honor, strengthening
a collective patriotic identity.

What is the significance of Queen Elizabeth's use of rhetorical
appeals in the context of her speech at Tilbury?
The appeals serve to rally the troops, boost morale, and reinforce her authority and commitment to
defend England during a time of crisis.

How does Queen Elizabeth balance emotional and ethical
appeals in her speech to effectively motivate the troops?
She combines emotional appeals to inspire patriotism with ethical appeals to her credibility and sense
of duty as monarch, creating a compelling and persuasive message.
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The speech delivered by Queen Elizabeth I to the troops assembled at Tilbury in August 1588 stands
as one of the most iconic moments in English history. Amidst the looming threat of the Spanish
Armada, Elizabeth’s words served not only to bolster morale but also to exemplify masterful rhetorical
strategy. Her address is a testament to the power of language in unifying a nation under threat and
inspiring collective resilience. Central to its enduring impact are the various rhetorical appeals—ethos,
pathos, and logos—that Elizabeth employed to persuade, motivate, and reassure her audience. This



article aims to analyze which excerpts from her address rely predominantly on each rhetorical appeal,
providing a detailed understanding of her persuasive techniques.

---

Understanding Rhetorical Appeals: Ethos, Pathos, and
Logos

Before delving into specific excerpts, it’s crucial to clarify what each rhetorical appeal entails:

- Ethos (Credibility or Ethical Appeal): Establishing the speaker’s authority, credibility, or moral
character to gain trust.
- Pathos (Emotional Appeal): Appealing to the audience’s emotions to inspire feelings such as
patriotism, fear, pride, or hope.
- Logos (Logical Appeal): Using reasoning, facts, or logical arguments to persuade.

Elizabeth’s speech masterfully intertwines these appeals to achieve maximum impact, making her
words resonate on multiple levels.

---

Excerpts Relying on Ethos: Establishing Authority and
Credibility

1. "I am come amongst you, as you see, at this time, not for my recreation and sport..."

This opening statement immediately establishes Elizabeth’s credibility by positioning herself as a
serious and committed monarch rather than a distant ruler or a mere figurehead. She emphasizes her
presence "at this time," underscoring her personal dedication to the national crisis. By denying any
frivolous intent ("not for my recreation and sport"), she asserts her seriousness, moral authority, and
leadership during a critical moment.

2. "I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach of a king..."

This excerpt is perhaps the most famous example of Elizabeth invoking ethos. She openly
acknowledges societal stereotypes about women’s strength but swiftly counters them by asserting
her moral and emotional resilience. Her admission—that she is physically weak—serves to humanize
her, but she emphasizes her spirit and resolve, thereby reinforcing her authority and moral stature as
a leader who embodies strength despite physical frailty. This appeal to her character fosters trust and
respect among her troops.

3. "I myself will be your general, judge, and rewarder of every one of your virtues in the field."

Here, Elizabeth claims a direct, authoritative role in the military effort. By positioning herself as both a
leader ("general") and a moral compass ("judge, and rewarder"), she enhances her ethos. Her



willingness to personally oversee and reward virtue elevates her moral credibility, inspiring
confidence that her leadership is genuine and rooted in shared values.

---

Excerpts Relying on Pathos: Stirring Emotions and
Patriotism

1. "I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach of a king..."

While also serving as an ethos appeal, this statement resonates strongly with pathos by invoking
pride and resilience. Elizabeth’s acknowledgment of perceived weakness, paired with her declaration
of inner strength, stirs feelings of admiration, pride, and defiance. It appeals to her audience’s sense
of patriotism, encouraging them to see her as a symbol of national unity and strength.

2. "I have the right and the hope of my subjects, who desire to be free."

This excerpt appeals to the troops’ sense of justice and liberty. By referencing the collective desire "to
be free," Elizabeth taps into deep-seated patriotic emotions and the universal aspiration for
independence. It evokes a sense of moral righteousness, inspiring her audience to rally behind a
cause that transcends personal risk.

3. "I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach of a king..."

Again, this line stirs emotional resilience. It evokes feelings of determination, pride, and a collective
fighting spirit. Her words serve as a rallying cry, reminding troops that even in the face of adversity
and danger, they are part of a noble and courageous effort.

4. "I pray you, upon this occasion, to remember from whence you come, and what you are fighting
for."

This appeal to shared identity and memory evokes patriotic pride. It encourages soldiers to recall
their origins, cultural heritage, and the values they cherish, fostering emotional unity and a collective
resolve.

---

Excerpts Relying on Logos: Reasoning and Rational
Persuasion

1. "I know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach of a king..."

This statement also appeals to logic by contrasting physical weakness with moral and emotional
strength. Elizabeth uses a logical counterargument to societal stereotypes, reasoning that true
strength lies in courage and resolve, not physical prowess alone.



2. "I know I have the right and the hope of my subjects, who desire to be free."

This excerpt appeals to reason by asserting that the cause of resisting the invasion is rooted in justice
and the natural desire for liberty. It presents a rational foundation for her troops' fight, emphasizing
that their efforts are morally justified and logically necessary for the preservation of their rights.

3. "I am come amongst you, as you see, at this time, not for my recreation and sport..."

Her declaration that she is present in her leadership role "not for recreation" serves as a logical
assertion about her priorities. It rationalizes her presence as a duty rather than leisure, reinforcing her
commitment and the seriousness of the situation.

---

The Interplay of Rhetorical Appeals in Elizabeth's
Address

While each excerpt can be categorized under a primary rhetorical appeal, Elizabeth’s speech
demonstrates a sophisticated interplay among ethos, pathos, and logos. Her strategic combination
enhances the overall persuasiveness of her message.

- The ethos appeal establishes her as a credible, morally upright leader whose words can be trusted.
- The pathos appeals evoke emotional responses—pride, patriotism, hope—that rally her troops and
inspire action.
- The logos appeals provide logical reasoning, framing her call to arms as morally justified and
necessary for the nation's survival.

This balanced rhetorical strategy ensures her message resonates on multiple levels, increasing its
effectiveness in motivating a nation under siege.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Rhetoric in Crisis Leadership

Queen Elizabeth I’s speech at Tilbury remains a masterclass in rhetorical strategy. Each excerpt relies
on specific appeals—ethos, pathos, or logos—that serve to reinforce her leadership, inspire her
troops, and bolster national unity. Her ability to blend these appeals seamlessly underscores her skill
as a communicator and leader. In times of crisis, such rhetorical finesse can galvanize a population
and turn fear into resilience. Elizabeth’s address exemplifies how words, carefully crafted and
strategically delivered, can transcend mere speech to become a powerful instrument of national
resolve. Her speech not only rallied her troops but also secured her legacy as a ruler who understood
the profound impact of rhetoric in shaping history.
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