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Understanding how Group Policy tools interact with administrative template files (ADMX/ADML) is
essential for efficient management of Windows environments. When managing Group Policy Objects
(GPOs), administrators often encounter the concept of the Central Store—a shared repository that
simplifies and standardizes policy management across multiple domain controllers. This article
explores the types of files that Group Policy tools access from the Central Store by default, focusing
on the role of ADMX and ADML files, their significance, and best practices for utilizing the Central
Store effectively.

Introduction to Group Policy and Central Store

Group Policy is a feature of Microsoft Windows that allows administrators to manage configurations
for users and computers within an Active Directory environment. To streamline policy management,
particularly the administrative templates, Microsoft introduced the Central Store. The Central Store
acts as a centralized repository for Administrative Template files, ensuring consistency and ease of
updates.

What Are Administrative Templates (ADMX/ADML
Files)?

Administrative Templates are a set of policy settings that administrators can configure to control
user and computer environments. These settings are stored in two types of files:

e ADMX files: Language-neutral templates that define policies and settings. They contain the
structure and key information needed by Group Policy tools.

 ADML files: Language-specific resource files associated with ADMX files, containing localized
display text for policy settings.

These files work together to provide a user-friendly interface in the Group Policy Management
Console (GPMC) or Group Policy Editor, enabling administrators to configure policies efficiently.



Default Files Accessed by Group Policy Tools from the
Central Store

By default, when administrators use Group Policy Management tools on a Windows Server or
Windows client, they access specific files stored in the Central Store. The primary files involved are:

1. ADMX Files

- Purpose: Define the structure, categories, and specific policy settings available within Group
Policy.
- Location: Stored in the Central Store at



