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The novel Wonder by R.J. Palacio has touched countless readers with its heartfelt exploration of kindness,
acceptance, and the struggles of navigating childhood with a facial difference. One of the most compelling
aspects of the book is how Palacio weaves together various themes, characters, and moments that resonate
with universal truths. A fascinating question for readers and scholars alike is: Which pair of excerpts
correctly matches an idea in the novel Wonder with a probable inspiration from? This article delves into this
inquiry, analyzing key themes within Wonder and identifying potential real-world or literary inspirations behind
them.

---

Understanding the Central Themes in Wonder

Before examining the pairings of excerpts and their inspirations, it’s important to grasp the core themes of
Wonder. These themes serve as the foundation for the novel's messages and influence the choices Palacio made in
crafting her story.

1. The Power of Kindness and Empathy
Wonder emphasizes that small acts of kindness can have profound impacts. The story demonstrates how
empathy can bridge differences and foster understanding among children and adults alike.

2. Acceptance of Differences
The novel champions celebrating individual uniqueness, highlighting that physical appearance does not define a
person's worth.

3. Overcoming Adversity and Personal Growth
Characters in Wonder navigate personal challenges, illustrating resilience and the importance of inner
strength.

4. The Influence of Family and Friendship
Family support and genuine friendships are portrayed as vital sources of comfort and encouragement.

---

Examining Key Excerpts and Their Potential Inspirations

To understand which excerpts align with ideas in Wonder and their probable inspirations, we will analyze
selected passages and compare them with real-world influences, historical anecdotes, or literary sources.



Excerpt Pair 1: The Power of Kindness

Excerpt A: “When you have the choice to be right or to be kind, choose to be kind.”

Excerpt B: “A simple act of kindness can change someone’s entire day, perhaps even their life.”

Matching Idea in Wonder

This pairing reflects the novel’s recurring message that kindness is a fundamental response to others'
differences. August Pullman, the protagonist, often emphasizes that kindness is a choice that can transform
social interactions.

Probable Inspiration From

This idea echoes the famous quote attributed to R.J. Palacio herself, inspired by her belief in the importance of
kindness. Additionally, it aligns with the broader "Golden Rule" shared across many cultures and religious
teachings, such as:

The teachings of Jesus Christ: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”

Confucian principles emphasizing benevolence.

Historical figures like Mahatma Gandhi advocating for nonviolent kindness.

The emphasis on choosing kindness over being "right" suggests influence from contemporary movements promoting
empathy, such as anti-bullying initiatives and social-emotional learning programs in schools.

---

Excerpt Pair 2: Acceptance of Differences

Excerpt A: “Everyone is a little weird in their own way, and that’s what makes us special.”

Excerpt B: “Your face doesn’t define who you are; your actions do.”

Matching Idea in Wonder

This pairing encapsulates the novel’s core message about embracing individual differences and recognizing that
physical appearance does not determine character.

Probable Inspiration From

The concept of accepting differences is rooted in both literary and real-world contexts:

Literary Inspiration: The novel draws from classic stories like The Ugly Duckling by Hans Christian
Andersen, which celebrates uniqueness and inner beauty.



Real-World Inspiration: Movements advocating for disability rights and body positivity, such as the
work of organizations like the National Association to Advance Fat Acceptance (NAAFA), emphasize
that outward appearances do not define a person’s value.

Personal Inspiration: R.J. Palacio’s own experiences with her son, who has a craniofacial condition, likely
influenced her portrayal of acceptance and kindness.

---

Excerpt Pair 3: Overcoming Adversity and Personal Growth

Excerpt A: “It’s not what happens to us that defines us, but how we choose to respond.”

Excerpt B: “Even in the darkest moments, there’s a spark of hope that can light the way forward.”

Matching Idea in Wonder

These excerpts mirror Auggie’s journey—facing bullying, social exclusion, and internal struggles—but
ultimately choosing resilience and hope. His growth underscores the idea that adversity can lead to strength
and understanding.

Probable Inspiration From

This theme resonates with various sources:

Literary Inspiration: The classic hero's journey, exemplified in stories like Harry Potter or The Lord of
the Rings, where characters face trials and emerge stronger.

Philosophical and Psychological Concepts: The idea of post-traumatic growth, which suggests that
individuals can develop positively after adversity.

Real-World Inspiration: Stories of individuals overcoming disabilities or hardships, such as Helen Keller’s
overcoming of deaf-blindness, inspiring the novel’s message of resilience.

---

How Wonder Draws Inspiration From Broader Cultural and
Literary Movements

R.J. Palacio’s Wonder is not created in a vacuum; it is deeply rooted in ongoing social conversations about
kindness, acceptance, and resilience. Understanding these influences enhances appreciation for how the novel’s
ideas are both timeless and contemporary.



1. Literary Inspirations
Palacio’s work echoes themes from classic stories that celebrate inner beauty and resilience:

The Ugly Duckling by Hans Christian Andersen

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Wonder itself can be seen as a modern moral parable akin to these classics.

2. Cultural Movements and Social Advocacy
The novel’s messages are aligned with efforts promoting:

Disability awareness and rights

Anti-bullying campaigns in schools

Body positivity and diversity acceptance

3. Personal and Authorial Inspiration
R.J. Palacio’s personal experiences with her son’s facial difference serve as a profound inspiration, grounding the
novel’s ideas in authentic compassion and understanding.

---

Conclusion: Connecting Ideas, Excerpts, and Inspirations

Identifying the pair of excerpts that correctly matches an idea in Wonder with a probable inspiration involves
understanding the universal themes of kindness, acceptance, resilience, and the influence of cultural stories and
movements. Among the analyzed options, the excerpts emphasizing kindness and acceptance strongly echo the
core messages of the novel. They are inspired by a mixture of literary traditions, historical figures, and
personal experiences that underscore the importance of empathy and celebrating individuality.

In sum, the best-matched pair of excerpts would be those that highlight the transformative power of kindness
and the importance of embracing differences, reflecting the novel's overarching themes and its probable
inspirations from timeless stories, social movements, and real-life examples of resilience and compassion.
Recognizing these connections enriches our appreciation of Wonder as a modern classic rooted in the enduring
human values of empathy and acceptance.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the pairing of excerpts in the novel Wonder reflect themes of



kindness and empathy?

The excerpts highlight moments where characters show compassion, illustrating the novel's core message
about understanding and kindness inspired by real-life acts of empathy.

What is the significance of matching excerpts that emphasize acceptance in
Wonder?

Matching excerpts that focus on acceptance underscores the novel's theme of embracing differences, inspired by
stories of inclusion and diversity.

Which pair of excerpts best demonstrate the idea of overcoming challenges,
as inspired by real-life resilience?

The excerpts that depict characters facing and overcoming social or personal obstacles reflect the novel's
inspiration from true stories of perseverance and resilience.

How do the selected excerpts convey the importance of friendship in Wonder?

The excerpts showcase moments of loyalty and support among characters, inspired by real-life friendships that
help individuals navigate difficult situations.

In what way do the matched excerpts reflect the novel’s message about
inner beauty versus outward appearance?

The excerpts emphasize valuing character and kindness over looks, inspired by stories that challenge superficial
judgments and promote inner virtues.

Which pair of excerpts correctly aligns with the idea of kindness
transforming relationships in Wonder?

Excerpts that depict characters choosing compassion over judgment demonstrate how kindness can change
perceptions, inspired by real instances of personal growth.

How do the excerpts that focus on self-acceptance relate to the novel's
overall themes?

They highlight characters learning to embrace their uniqueness, inspired by real-life narratives of self-love and
confidence.

What is the probable source of inspiration behind the excerpts emphasizing the
importance of family support in Wonder?

These excerpts likely draw from true stories where family backing plays a crucial role in overcoming adversity,
aligning with the novel’s themes of unconditional love.

Which pair of excerpts best captures the novel's message about the power
of kindness to effect social change?

Excerpts illustrating small acts of kindness leading to broader acceptance and understanding reflect the
novel’s inspiration from stories of social impact and change.
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Introduction

The novel Wonder, written by R.J. Palacio, has captivated millions of readers worldwide with its heartfelt
portrayal of kindness, empathy, and resilience. At its core, the story explores the human capacity for
compassion through the journey of August "Auggie" Pullman, a boy with a facial deformity navigating the
challenges of middle school. The novel’s themes resonate deeply, often drawing inspiration from real-life
experiences, social issues, and philosophical reflections. A fascinating aspect of Wonder is how it encapsulates
complex ideas through carefully crafted excerpts that serve as reflections or inspirations.

In this article, we analyze two pairs of excerpts—each representing an idea from Wonder and examining their
probable literary or philosophical sources. We aim to demonstrate which pair of excerpts aligns most
accurately with the novel's core ideas, enriching our understanding of Palacio’s inspirations and thematic
underpinnings.

---

Understanding the Central Ideas in Wonder

Before evaluating the pairs of excerpts, it’s essential to comprehend the primary ideas conveyed in Wonder. The
novel predominantly explores:

- Empathy and Kindness: The importance of seeing the world through others’ perspectives.
- Courage and Resilience: Overcoming personal challenges with inner strength.
- Acceptance and Humanity: Recognizing the commonality of human experiences despite physical differences.
- The Power of Words and Actions: How small acts of kindness can effect profound change.

Palacio’s narrative weaves these themes seamlessly, often referencing broader philosophical, literary, or
social ideas to reinforce her messages.

---

Analyzing the First Pair of Excerpts

Excerpt A: "When given the choice between being right or being kind, choose
kind." — Dr. Wayne Dyer

Analysis:
This quote emphasizes the moral importance of kindness over the desire to be correct. It encapsulates the core
message of Wonder: that kindness should take precedence in human interactions. Palacio frequently underscores
the significance of choosing compassion, even in difficult situations. The quote echoes the idea that moral
integrity is rooted in empathy rather than asserting dominance or correctness.

Probable Inspiration:
The quote is attributed to Dr. Wayne Dyer, a well-known self-help author and motivational speaker. His
teachings often focus on the transformative power of kindness and the importance of moral choices, aligning
closely with the themes in Wonder. The emphasis on kindness as a moral choice suggests inspiration from
psychological and philosophical perspectives on human ethics—particularly the humanistic philosophies of
Carl Rogers or Abraham Maslow, who emphasized empathy and self-actualization as vital components of



human growth.

Excerpt B: "The only way to deal with an unfree world is to become so
absolutely free that your very existence is an act of rebellion." — Albert
Camus

Analysis:
This quote from Camus speaks to individual resilience and the importance of personal integrity in the face of
adversity. It champions the idea of inner freedom and rebellion against societal constraints, which can be linked
to Auggie’s journey of asserting his identity despite societal judgments. It emphasizes that true freedom involves
inner strength and authenticity, themes central to Auggie’s development.

Probable Inspiration:
Camus’ existentialist philosophy—highlighting individual authenticity amidst absurdity—resonates with
Auggie’s quest for self-acceptance. The idea that internal rebellion and resilience are vital in confronting
external prejudice aligns with Wonder’s portrayal of Auggie’s perseverance. The quote’s emphasis on personal
liberation echoes the novel’s message that embracing one’s identity is an act of courage.

---

Which Pair Correctly Matches an Idea in Wonder?

The pair of excerpts, Excerpt A (Dr. Wayne Dyer) and Excerpt B (Albert Camus), collectively encapsulate the
core ideas of Wonder. Excerpt A emphasizes the moral imperative of kindness, aligning with Palacio’s frequent
calls for compassion. Excerpt B highlights resilience and authenticity, mirroring Auggie’s internal struggle and
growth. Together, they reflect the thematic duality of the novel: fostering kindness and developing resilience.

Conclusion:
This pair correctly matches the central ideas in Wonder, with probable inspirations from motivational self-
help philosophies and existentialist thought.

---

Analyzing the Second Pair of Excerpts

Excerpt C: "Be the change that you wish to see in the world." — Mahatma
Gandhi

Analysis:
Gandhi’s famous quote advocates for personal responsibility in creating social transformation. It aligns with
Wonder’s message that individual acts of kindness can ripple outward, influencing the community. Palacio’s
emphasis on kindness as a catalyst for change echoes this idea, making it a fitting inspiration.

Probable Inspiration:
Gandhi’s philosophy of nonviolent resistance and moral action directly informs the novel’s emphasis on
empathy-driven behavior. The notion that personal virtue can influence societal change underpins the novel’s
advocacy for kindness and understanding.



Excerpt D: "It is not our differences that divide us. It is our inability to
recognize, accept, and celebrate those differences." — Unknown

Analysis:
This quote underscores the importance of acceptance and celebrating diversity, core themes in Wonder. It
suggests that societal divisions stem from ignorance rather than difference itself. Palacio’s narrative
advocates recognizing individual uniqueness as a source of strength and compassion.

Probable Inspiration:
While the author of this quote is unknown, the idea aligns with social-psychological theories on diversity and
inclusion. Philosophers like Martin Buber, emphasizing genuine dialogue, or contemporary social psychologists
advocating for multicultural acceptance, influence this idea. The quote promotes empathy and acceptance as
antidotes to division.

---

Which Pair Correctly Matches an Idea in Wonder?

Excerpt C and D together reinforce the importance of individual moral responsibility and acceptance of
diversity—two central ideas in Wonder. Gandhi’s call for personal action mirrors Auggie’s journey to assert
his identity through kindness, while the acceptance quote aligns with the novel’s message about embracing
differences.

Conclusion:
This pair accurately captures Wonder’s themes of social change through individual virtue and the celebration
of diversity, inspired by historical and social philosophies.

---

Final Synthesis: Which Pair Is the Best Match?

Considering the thematic content, philosophical alignment, and inspirational sources, the most compelling pair
of excerpts that correctly matches ideas in Wonder are:

- Excerpt A (Dr. Wayne Dyer): Emphasizing kindness as a moral choice.
- Excerpt B (Albert Camus): Emphasizing resilience and authenticity.

Together, these excerpts encapsulate the dual themes of Wonder: fostering kindness and cultivating inner
strength to face adversity. Palacio’s narrative advocates that moral integrity and resilience are essential
for overcoming societal prejudices and personal challenges.

Why This Pair?
- They draw from motivational and philosophical traditions that directly influence the novel’s core messages.
- They reflect both the external (kindness towards others) and internal (resilience and authenticity) dimensions
of the protagonist’s journey.
- They provide a comprehensive framework for understanding the moral and emotional landscape of Wonder.

---



Conclusion: Bridging Literature and Inspiration

Wonder is a testament to the transformative power of kindness and resilience, rooted in universal human
values. The excerpts analyzed reveal the layered inspirations behind Palacio’s storytelling—from
motivational philosophies emphasizing moral choices to existentialist ideas about authenticity and inner
rebellion. Recognizing these influences enriches our appreciation of the novel’s depth and enduring relevance.

The pair of excerpts from Dr. Wayne Dyer and Albert Camus best encapsulates the novel’s central ideas,
illustrating how timeless philosophies continue to inform contemporary stories about empathy, courage, and
human dignity. As readers, understanding these inspirations not only deepens our engagement with Wonder but
also encourages us to embody its messages in our own lives.

---

In summary:
The correct pair of excerpts matching ideas in Wonder, with probable inspiration from motivational and
existentialist philosophies, are those emphasizing kindness and resilience. These ideas form the foundation of
Palacio’s message and continue to inspire readers to practice empathy and resilience in their daily lives.
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