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When exploring the world of storytelling, literature, and media, one frequently encounters questions about
the nature of characters within narratives. A common debate revolves around whether characters in stories
are limited solely to human beings or if non-human entities, such as animals, can also serve as characters.
This discussion is fundamental to understanding storytelling techniques, character development, and the
richness of narrative worlds. In this article, we will analyze both statements—"Characters In A Story Can
Only Be People" and "Animals Can Be Characters In A"—to determine which is true, supported by
examples from literature, film, and popular culture. We will also explore the significance of non-human
characters and their roles in storytelling, ultimately providing a comprehensive understanding of the
subject.

Understanding What Constitutes a Character in a Story

Definition of a Character
A character is generally defined as any person, animal, or figure represented in a story, play, or narrative
who plays a role in the plot. Characters drive the story forward, influence events, and evoke emotional
responses from the audience. They are essential components of storytelling because they embody the
themes, conflicts, and messages the creator wishes to convey.

Types of Characters
Characters can be categorized into various types based on their role and complexity:

Protagonists: The main character or hero of the story.

Antagonists: The opposing force or villain.

Supporting Characters: Characters that support the main plot or protagonist.



Static Characters: Characters who do not undergo significant change.

Dynamic Characters: Characters who develop or change throughout the story.

Crucially, these categories are not limited to humans. Non-human characters can also fit into these roles, as
we will explore below.

Are Characters Limited to Only Human Beings?

The Case for "Characters Can Only Be People"
The statement that "characters in a story can only be people" is a traditional view rooted in classical
literature. Historically, stories primarily focused on human experiences, and characters were often
portrayed as human beings. This perspective emphasizes the relatability and emotional connection between
human characters and audiences.

However, this view is increasingly challenged by modern storytelling, which broadens the scope of what
constitutes a character. Literature and media have demonstrated that characters do not need to be human to
be compelling or essential to a story.

The Role of Non-Human Characters in Literature and Media

Animals as Characters

Animals have been used as characters in stories for centuries. They often serve as symbols, allegories, or
even protagonists. Examples include:

Animal Fables: Classic tales like Aesop's fables feature animals as main characters who embody
human traits and morals. For example, "The Tortoise and the Hare" uses animals to teach lessons
about perseverance and humility.

Children's Literature: Books such as "Winnie-the-Pooh" by A.A. Milne and "The Wind in the
Willows" by Kenneth Grahame feature animals with human-like qualities, personalities, and speech.

Animated Films: Disney movies like "The Lion King," "Bambi," and "Zootopia" depict animals as
complex characters with emotions, motivations, and development.



Aliens, Robots, and Other Non-Human Entities

Beyond animals, stories often feature non-human characters like aliens, robots, or mythical creatures:

Robots and Artificial Intelligence: Characters like Data from "Star Trek," or WALL-E from the Pixar
film "WALL-E," showcase non-human entities with human-like qualities and consciousness.

Mythical Creatures: Dragons, unicorns, and other mythical beings serve as characters that embody
certain themes or symbolize larger ideas.

Aliens: In science fiction, extraterrestrial characters such as E.T. or the aliens in "Men in Black" add
depth and explore themes of otherness and the unknown.

The Impact of Non-Human Characters in Storytelling

Enhancing Themes and Moral Lessons
Non-human characters often serve as allegories or symbols, allowing storytellers to explore complex themes
indirectly. For example:

- In "Animal Farm" by George Orwell, farm animals symbolize political figures and ideologies.
- In "The Jungle Book" by Rudyard Kipling, animals represent various human virtues and vices.

Creating Empathy and Connection
Animals and non-human entities can evoke empathy and understanding from audiences. Their portrayal
can make abstract or complex issues more accessible. For example:

- Films like "Babe" or "Free Willy" evoke emotional bonds between humans and animals.
- Children's stories use animal characters to teach moral lessons in a relatable way.

Expanding the Narrative Universe
Non-human characters often enable storytelling beyond realistic boundaries, creating fantastical worlds that
captivate audiences:



- Fantasy series like "Harry Potter" include magical creatures such as house-elves and dragons.
- Science fiction stories explore alien worlds and beings, opening up vast narrative possibilities.

Examples from Literature and Popular Culture

Classic Literature
Many timeless stories feature non-human characters:

"The Jungle Book" - Mowgli and the animals of the jungle

"Watership Down" - Rabbits as protagonists

"Black Beauty" - The horse as a narrator and character

Modern Films and Series
Contemporary media continues to feature animals and non-human characters prominently:

"Zootopia" - Anthropomorphic animals as city residents and police officers1.

"Kung Fu Panda" - Po, a panda, as the hero2.

"The Secret of NIMH" - Intelligent rats and mice with human-like qualities3.

Video Games and Comics
Video games often include animal or fantastical characters:

"Animal Crossing" - Anthropomorphic animals in a peaceful village

"Halo" - Alien species with complex personalities



"Superman" - A non-human being with extraordinary powers

Conclusion: Which Statement Is True?

After examining the various aspects of storytelling and character representation, it is clear that the
statement "Characters In A Story Can Only Be People" is a misconception. While humans are prominent
and central figures in many narratives, non-human characters—such as animals, aliens, robots, and mythical
creatures—are equally valid and vital components of storytelling.

Therefore, the true statement is: "Animals Can Be Characters In A." Non-human characters enrich stories,
symbolize themes, evoke empathy, and expand the narrative universe beyond human limitations. They
serve as powerful tools for authors, filmmakers, and creators to explore complex ideas and connect with
audiences on multiple levels.

In summary:

- Characters are not limited to humans; they encompass any entities that serve a narrative purpose.
- Animals have a long-standing tradition as characters in literature, film, and other media.
- Non-human characters can embody virtues, vices, allegories, or fantastical elements.
- Their presence enhances storytelling depth, emotional engagement, and thematic exploration.

Understanding that characters can be more than just people broadens our appreciation for storytelling's
diversity and creativity. Whether in classical fables or contemporary blockbusters, non-human characters
continue to play a vital role in shaping compelling narratives that entertain, educate, and inspire audiences
worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

Are characters in a story limited to just people?
No, characters in a story can include animals, objects, or even abstract concepts, not just people.

Can animals be characters in a story?
Yes, animals can be characters in a story and often play important roles in storytelling.



Is it true that characters in stories are only humans?
No, characters can be animals, objects, or other non-human entities depending on the story.

Why are animals often used as characters in stories?
Animals can symbolize certain traits, add humor, or appeal to a wide audience, making them popular
characters.

Can objects like a magic lamp or a talking mirror be characters?
Yes, in many stories, objects like a magic lamp or talking mirror are considered characters with roles and
personalities.

Is the statement 'Characters in stories can only be people' true?
No, this statement is false because stories often include animals, objects, and other non-human characters.

What are some examples of animals as story characters?
Examples include Aslan from 'The Chronicles of Narnia' or the animals in 'Charlotte's Web'.

Can fictional stories include non-human characters?
Yes, fictional stories frequently feature non-human characters such as animals, robots, or mythical creatures.

Is it common in literature for characters to be animals?
Yes, many classic and modern stories feature animals as main or supporting characters.
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In the realm of storytelling, characters serve as the lifeblood of narratives, driving plot developments,
evoking emotional responses, and embodying themes that resonate with audiences. A fundamental question
that often arises among writers, readers, and critics alike is whether characters in a story can only be
human or if non-human entities, such as animals, can also serve as characters. This inquiry touches on
broader issues of literary tradition, genre conventions, anthropomorphism, and the very nature of
storytelling itself.



This article aims to explore the validity of the statements:

A) Characters In A Story Can Only Be People.
B) Animals Can Be Characters In A.

Through historical analysis, literary examples, and theoretical perspectives, we will examine whether
these statements are mutually exclusive, partially true, or perhaps both valid under different contexts. Our
goal is to determine which statement is true—or if, in fact, both are—and to understand the implications for
storytelling and literary analysis.

---

Understanding Characters in Literature

Before dissecting the statements, it’s essential to define what constitutes a character in a story. In literary
terms, a character is a person, animal, or other being that takes part in the narrative. Characters are
typically characterized by their personalities, motives, development arcs, and interactions with other
elements of the story. They serve as agents through which themes are explored and stories are told.

While the most common and traditional depiction of characters involves human beings, literature has a long
history of employing a broader spectrum of entities as characters, including animals, mythical creatures,
inanimate objects, and even abstract concepts.

---

Historical Perspectives: The Evolution of Characterization

Ancient and Classical Literature

Ancient texts often featured anthropomorphic animals and mythic creatures as central characters. For
example:

- Aesop’s Fables (circa 6th century BCE): These stories prominently feature animals such as foxes, lions, and
ants, endowed with human traits like speech, reasoning, and morality. The animals serve as allegorical
figures illustrating moral lessons, making them characters in their own right.

- The Panchatantra (India, circa 3rd century BCE): A collection of animal stories where animals are
portrayed with human attributes, often speaking and reasoning, to impart wisdom.



- Greek Mythology: Creatures like centaurs, satyrs, and sirens are depicted with both human and animal
features, often embodying complex personalities and serving narrative or symbolic functions.

Medieval and Renaissance Literature

The tradition of animals as characters persisted through medieval allegories and fables. Notable examples
include:

- John Gay’s "The Beggar’s Opera" and other allegories that personified abstract ideas through animals or
symbolic figures.

- William Shakespeare’s "The Winter’s Tale" and "A Midsummer Night’s Dream," which feature
anthropomorphic creatures and magical beings.

Modern Literature and Beyond

In modern times, the portrayal of animals as characters has expanded into diverse genres, including
children’s literature, fantasy, and even science fiction.

- Children’s Literature: Classic stories such as Winnie-the-Pooh by A.A. Milne, Charlotte’s Web by E.B.
White, and The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter feature animals as main characters with distinct
personalities.

- Fantasy Genre: Works like The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame and Redwall series by Brian
Jacques feature animals with human traits participating in complex stories.

- Animated Films and Media: Modern storytelling often anthropomorphizes animals, as seen in Disney’s
The Lion King or Zootopia, where animals act with human speech, emotions, and societal roles.

This historical overview demonstrates that the inclusion of non-human characters, especially animals, is
deeply embedded in storytelling traditions and continues to thrive in contemporary literature.

---

Analyzing the Statements



Statement A: "Characters In A Story Can Only Be People."

This statement suggests that only human beings can be characters within a narrative. While historically,
human characters have been the primary focus of stories—especially in classical and realist literature—this
view is increasingly considered overly restrictive.

Arguments Supporting Statement A:

- Traditional literary conventions: Many classical stories focus exclusively on human characters,
emphasizing human nature, morality, and societal dynamics.

- Legal and philosophical distinctions: Some interpret ‘character’ as a personified entity, implying a human
being.

Counterarguments:

- Literature and storytelling are inherently flexible. The definition of a character extends beyond humans
to include animals, mythical creatures, and even abstract entities like emotions or concepts.

- Many influential works feature non-human characters that are integral to the narrative, challenging the
exclusivity implied by the statement.

Conclusion:
While historically common, the statement is not universally true. The scope of what can constitute a
character in a story is broader than just human beings.

---

Statement B: "Animals Can Be Characters In A."

This statement asserts that animals can serve as characters within a story, endowed with personalities,
motives, and narrative agency.

Supporting Evidence:

- Literary Examples:

- Aesop’s Fables: Animals are the central characters, each with distinct personalities.

- Charlotte’s Web: Wilbur the pig and Charlotte the spider are fully fleshed-out characters.



- The Wind in the Willows: Mole, Rat, Toad, and Badger are anthropomorphic animals with human-like
traits.

- Genre and Mediums:

- Children’s literature often features animals as protagonists.

- Animated movies frequently anthropomorphize animals to create relatable characters.

- Theoretical Considerations:

- Anthropomorphism—the attribution of human traits to animals—is a common literary device that allows
animals to function as characters.

- The concept of “character” does not necessitate biological human features but rather the capacity for
agency, personality, and role within the story.

Counterarguments:

- Some argue that non-human entities, including animals, cannot be true characters because they lack
consciousness or intentionality. However, in literature, the portrayal of animals as possessing these traits is a
creative choice, not a reflection of their biological nature.

Conclusion:
Animals can and frequently do serve as characters in stories, both in classic and contemporary literature.

---

The Role of Anthropomorphism in Character Creation

Anthropomorphism—the attribution of human characteristics to non-human entities—is central to
understanding how animals become characters.

Reasons for anthropomorphizing animals:

- To make stories more relatable and engaging for human audiences.

- To explore moral, philosophical, or societal themes through animals embodying human traits.

- To create allegories and parables that communicate complex ideas.



Implications for storytelling:

- By anthropomorphizing animals, authors can critique human society indirectly.

- It allows for the creation of memorable, emotionally resonant characters.

- It broadens the scope of storytelling to include non-human perspectives.

Examples:

- Animal Farm by George Orwell uses farm animals as allegorical figures representing political classes.

- Disney’s Zootopia features animals with human societal roles, addressing themes of prejudice and social
justice.

---

Conclusion: Which Statement Is True?

Based on historical evidence, literary examples, and theoretical
considerations, the statement:

B) Animals Can Be Characters In A is unequivocally true.
Animals have been and continue to be portrayed as characters
with personalities, motives, and roles within stories across
cultures and genres.

In contrast, the statement:

A) Characters In A Story Can Only Be People is overly
restrictive and does not reflect the broad, inclusive understanding



of characters in contemporary literature and storytelling.

Final assessment:
Both statements are partially true but incomplete.
- Characters in stories are not limited to humans; animals can, and
do, serve as characters.
- While humans are common and significant characters, the scope
of what constitutes a character extends beyond people.

Therefore, the more accurate and comprehensive statement is B:
Animals Can Be Characters In A. This recognizes the diversity
and richness of storytelling traditions and acknowledges that
characters can be of many forms, including animals.

---

Implications for Writers, Readers, and Critics

Understanding that animals can be characters influences how
stories are written, interpreted, and appreciated:

- Writers: Can craft more imaginative and allegorical narratives
using animals as characters.



- Readers: Should recognize the symbolic or anthropomorphic
nature of animal characters and interpret their roles accordingly.

- Critics: Can analyze stories with animal characters through
various lenses—literary, psychological, cultural—and appreciate
their significance.

---

Final Thoughts

The boundaries of what constitutes a character in storytelling are
fluid and adaptable. The long-standing tradition of
anthropomorphizing animals demonstrates that characters are not
confined solely to human beings. Instead, they encompass any
being or entity that serves a narrative purpose and possesses
distinct personality traits—whether human or not.

In conclusion, the statement "Animals Can Be Characters In A" is
not only true but also foundational to a broad and inclusive
understanding of storytelling. Recognizing this expands our
appreciation of literature’s richness and its capacity to reflect
diverse facets of life and imagination.
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