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Story? Revealing Flaws Or other narrative techniques that heighten suspense
and engage readers as the plot unfolds. Understanding how to effectively
escalate tension during the rising action is crucial for writers aiming to
craft compelling stories that keep audiences on the edge of their seats. In
this article, we will explore the roles of revealing character flaws and
other key elements in intensifying tension, providing insights into their
functions, benefits, and ways to utilize them effectively.

Understanding the Rising Action and Its Role in
Storytelling

Before delving into specific elements that increase tension, it'’s important
to understand what the rising action entails. The rising action is the series
of events that build up after the story’s introduction and lead to the
climax. It is during this phase that conflicts develop, stakes are
heightened, and characters face obstacles.

The primary goal during the rising action is to create suspense and emotional
investment. The tension must escalate logically, ensuring that the audience
remains engaged and eager to see how conflicts resolve. To achieve this,
writers employ various techniques, including revealing character flaws,
introducing new obstacles, and emphasizing the stakes involved.

Revealing Flaws: A Powerful Technique to
Increase Tension

What Does Revealing Flaws Entail?

Revealing flaws refers to exposing imperfections, vulnerabilities, or
internal conflicts within characters. These flaws can be moral,
psychological, or emotional weaknesses that influence their decisions and
behaviors. When these flaws are brought to light during the rising action,
they often create internal and external conflicts that heighten tension.

For instance, a protagonist with a tendency towards impulsiveness might make
a reckless decision, leading to unforeseen consequences. Alternatively, a



character’s hidden insecurity might surface, affecting their interactions and
choices.

How Revealing Flaws Amplifies Tension

- Creates Internal Conflict: When characters confront their flaws, internal
struggles emerge, adding layers of complexity to the narrative. This internal
tension keeps readers invested in the character’s development.

- Leads to Mistakes and Consequences: Flaws often cause characters to make
errors, leading to increased external conflict. These mistakes can escalate
situations and push the story toward its climax.

- Enhances Relatability: Flaws make characters more human and relatable,
fostering emotional investment. When readers see characters grapple with
imperfections, they become more engaged.

- Builds Suspense: As flaws are revealed, they can foreshadow future problems
or failures, creating anticipation about how these vulnerabilities will
impact the story’s outcome.

Examples of Flaws Used to Increase Tension

- A hero’s hubris leading to underestimating an opponent.
- A character’s fear of commitment causing complications in relationships.
- An internal moral dilemma that delays important decisions.

Other Elements That Increase Tension During
Rising Action

While revealing flaws is a powerful technique, other elements also
significantly contribute to escalating tension. These include introducing
obstacles, raising stakes, and utilizing pacing and suspense techniques.

Introducing Obstacles and Conflicts

Obstacles are challenges that characters must overcome. Their introduction
during the rising action ensures that the story remains dynamic and
unpredictable.

- External Obstacles: Physical barriers, antagonists, societal pressures, or
environmental hazards.
- Internal Obstacles: Doubts, fears, moral dilemmas, or personal limitations.

By layering obstacles, writers create a web of conflicts that compel
characters to act and adapt, thereby increasing tension.



Raising Stakes and Consequences

As the story progresses, increasing what'’s at risk makes the audience more
invested. This can involve escalating dangers, moral implications, or
emotional outcomes.

- Examples include a ticking clock, impending disaster, or a character’s life
hanging in the balance.
- Raising stakes ensures that each decision feels weighty and consequential.

Pacing and Suspense Techniques

Effective pacing—alternating between fast-paced scenes and moments of
reflection—keeps readers engaged. Techniques such as cliffhangers,
foreshadowing, and misdirection heighten suspense.

- Cliffhangers: Ending chapters or scenes with unresolved issues encourages
continued reading.

- Foreshadowing: Hinting at future events builds anticipation.

- Misdirection: Leading readers to expect one outcome while delivering
another sustains intrigue.

Revealing Flaws Versus Other Techniques: A
Comparative Analysis

To understand the unique contribution of revealing flaws, it’s helpful to
compare it with other tension-increasing elements.

Revealing Flaws versus Introducing External
Obstacles

- Revealing Flaws humanizes characters and deepens internal conflict.

- External Obstacles create immediate external tension and action.

- Synergy: Combining both techniques results in multidimensional tension,
engaging both internal and external aspects of the story.

Revealing Flaws versus Raising Stakes

- Revealing Flaws often serve as catalysts for mistakes or setbacks.

- Raising Stakes amplifies the importance of decisions and actions.

- Synergy: When flaws are revealed, and stakes are heightened, tension
reaches a peak, pushing the story toward climax.



Revealing Flaws versus Pacing and Suspense
Techniques

- Revealing Flaws focuses on character development and internal conflict.

- Suspense techniques manipulate the narrative structure to maintain reader
interest.

- Synergy: Combining character flaw revelations with suspenseful pacing
maximizes engagement.

How Writers Can Effectively Use Flaws to
Increase Tension

To harness the power of revealing flaws during the rising action, writers
should consider the following strategies:

Gradual Revelation: Uncover flaws gradually to maintain suspense and
allow character development.

e Conflict Integration: Ensure flaws influence decisions, leading to
inevitable conflicts.

e Foreshadowing: Use hints to suggest flaws will cause problems later,
building anticipation.

e Contrasting Flaws and Strengths: Highlighting a character’s strengths
against their flaws creates tension and complexity.

e Relatability: Develop flaws that resonate with readers, fostering
emotional investment.

Conclusion

In storytelling, increasing tension during the rising action is essential for
crafting compelling narratives. Revealing character flaws stands out as a
potent technique because it introduces internal conflicts that resonate
deeply with readers, making characters more relatable and their struggles
more authentic. When combined with external obstacles, stakes, and suspense
techniques, revealing flaws can create a layered and emotionally charged
buildup to the story’s climax.

Ultimately, the most effective stories leverage multiple elements in harmony.
While revealing flaws is a key component, integrating it with obstacles,
stakes, pacing, and foreshadowing ensures a dynamic and engaging narrative



that keeps readers eager to reach the story’s resolution. Writers aiming to
heighten tension should consider how character vulnerabilities can serve as
catalysts for conflict and suspense, enriching their stories and captivating
their audiences from start to finish.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which two elements would increase the tension during
the rising action of a story: revealing flaws or
introducing new conflicts?

Both revealing flaws and introducing new conflicts can increase tension
during the rising action, but introducing new conflicts often heightens
suspense more significantly.

How does revealing character flaws contribute to
increasing tension in a story's rising action?

Revealing character flaws creates internal conflict and uncertainty, making
readers question the character's decisions and adding emotional depth that
heightens tension.

Can the combination of revealing flaws and
introducing new conflicts escalate tension
effectively during rising action?

Yes, combining both elements can deepen character development while adding
external obstacles, resulting in a more intense and engaging rising action.

What is the main difference between revealing flaws
and introducing new conflicts in terms of tension?

Revealing flaws focuses on internal struggles within characters, while
introducing new conflicts adds external obstacles; both serve to escalate
tension but in different ways.

Which element tends to create more immediate tension
during rising action: revealing flaws or escalating
external threats?

Escalating external threats, such as new conflicts or obstacles, typically
create more immediate tension during rising action.



How does revealing flaws influence the audience's
emotional engagement during rising action?

Revealing flaws fosters empathy and emotional investment, increasing tension
as readers anticipate how these flaws will impact the story's outcome.

In storytelling, why is it effective to reveal flaws
during the rising action?

It adds complexity to characters, making their struggles more relatable and
the stakes higher, which in turn increases tension.

Are there any risks associated with solely revealing
flaws to increase tension during rising action?

Yes, overemphasizing flaws without external conflicts can reduce suspense; a
balance of internal and external tension usually creates a more compelling
story.

What role do new conflicts play in elevating tension
compared to revealing flaws during rising action?

New conflicts introduce external obstacles that threaten characters' goals,
often escalating tension more rapidly than internal flaw revelations.

Can revealing flaws cause tension to decrease if not
handled carefully?

Yes, if flaws are revealed in a way that makes characters seem overly weak or
unrelatable, it can diminish tension; careful development is key.

Additional Resources
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In the intricate craft of storytelling, the rising action serves as the
pivotal phase where the narrative heightens its stakes, deepens characters’
dilemmas, and prepares the audience for the impending climax. A key question
often posed among writers, critics, and enthusiasts alike is: Which two
elements would increase the tension during the rising action of a story?
Among the myriad techniques available, revealing flaws and introducing
unforeseen complications stand out as particularly potent. This article
delves into how these elements function individually and synergistically to
escalate tension, ultimately enriching the narrative’s engagement and
emotional impact.



Understanding Rising Action and Its Role in
Narrative Tension

Before exploring specific elements, it’s essential to contextualize the
rising action within the structure of a story. Traditionally, the narrative
arc comprises five key stages:

1. Exposition: Setting the scene, introducing characters, and establishing
the initial circumstances.

2. Rising Action: A series of events that increase conflict and suspense.
Climax: The turning point or most intense moment.

Falling Action: Events that follow the climax, leading toward resolution.
Resolution: The conclusion of the story’s conflicts.
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The rising action is where tension is crafted and escalated, guiding the
audience through a rollercoaster of emotions. Effective tension during this
phase keeps readers engaged, eager to see how conflicts resolve. The two
elements under consideration-revealing flaws and introducing
complications—serve as vital tools to amplify this tension.

Revealing Flaws: Humanizing Characters and
Intensifying Conflict

The Power of Flaws in Character Development

Revealing characters’ flaws during the rising action adds depth, making them
more relatable and complex. Flaws—such as selfishness, indecisiveness, or
moral ambiguity—serve as internal conflicts that can be exploited or
challenged as the story progresses. When these imperfections are unveiled,
they often create new obstacles, deepen existing conflicts, or alter
characters’ motivations.

How Flaws Increase Tension

- Conflict Amplification: Flaws can lead to decisions that worsen situations.
For instance, a character’s stubbornness might prevent them from accepting
help, exacerbating their plight.



- Unpredictability: Revealed flaws add layers of unpredictability, as
characters may act against their best interests or make morally ambiguous
choices, keeping audiences uncertain and tense.

- Relatability and Emotional Investment: When audiences see characters
struggle with genuine flaws, they become emotionally invested, heightening
the tension as they root for resolution or redemption.

Examples in Literature and Media

- Hamlet’s indecisiveness and impulsiveness deepen the tragic tension during
the rising action.

- Breaking Bad'’'s Walter White’s pride and moral flaws escalate conflicts and
moral dilemmas.

- Harry Potter’s vulnerabilities and self-doubt reveal internal conflicts
that influence key plot points.

Common Flaws That Increase Tension

- Hubris: Overconfidence leading to unforeseen consequences.

- Jealousy: Creating rivalry and internal conflict.

- Fear: Causing hesitation or irrational decisions.

- Trust issues: Leading to misunderstandings and betrayal.

- Moral ambiguity: Blurring the lines between right and wrong, raising
stakes.

Introducing Unforeseen Complications: External
Challenges That Escalate Tension

The Role of Complications in Narrative Progression

Unforeseen complications are unexpected obstacles that arise during the
rising action, disrupting characters’ plans and intensifying conflict. These
can include external threats, misunderstandings, or new antagonists that
complicate the protagonists’ journey.

How Complications Amplify Tension

- Surprise Element: Sudden developments catch both characters and readers off
guard, increasing suspense.



- Escalation of Stakes: New obstacles raise the cost of failure, making
outcomes more consequential.

- Character Growth: Facing unexpected challenges forces characters to adapt,
creating emotional intensity.

- Pacing and Momentum: Rapidly introduced complications accelerate narrative
momentum, maintaining high tension.

Examples in Literature and Media

- The reveal of a hidden enemy just as protagonists approach their goal
(e.g., The Lord of the Rings'’s setbacks, such as the betrayal of Boromir).
- Sudden environmental hazards in adventure stories, like storms or natural
disasters.

- Misunderstandings that lead to false accusations or conflicts, as seen in
classic comedies or dramas.

Types of Complications That Increase Tension

- External Threats: Antagonists, natural disasters, societal upheavals.
- Internal Conflicts: Doubts, moral dilemmas, or secret vulnerabilities.
- Miscommunications: Misunderstandings that derail plans.

- Timing Issues: Limited windows for action heighten urgency.

The Synergistic Effect: Combining Flaws and
Complications

While revealing flaws and introducing complications are powerful
individually, their true potential is realized when used in tandem. This
synergy creates layered tension that keeps the story dynamic and compelling.

How Flaws and Complications Interact

- Flaws can make characters more susceptible to complications. For example, a
character’s stubbornness may prevent them from recognizing danger, leading to
heightened peril.

- Complications can expose or exacerbate flaws, revealing vulnerabilities
that deepen emotional investment.

- The interplay often results in a feedback loop, where flaws cause
complications, which in turn highlight or worsen those flaws.



Case Study: A Hypothetical Scenario

Imagine a protagonist with a flaw of overconfidence. During the rising
action, they dismiss warnings (a complication) that result in a setback.
Their flaw leads them to underestimate the threat, and the complication
exposes their hubris, increasing tension. As the story advances, their
inability to adapt due to their flaw intensifies the conflict, making the
eventual resolution more impactful.

Practical Strategies for Writers

- Layer Flaws and Complications: Introduce character flaws subtly, then
escalate them with external challenges.

- Use Flaws as Narrative Levers: Let flaws influence how complications
unfold, creating organic tension.

- Maintain Uncertainty: Keep the audience guessing how flaws and
complications will intersect.

- Balance Internal and External Conflicts: Ensure both elements are developed
simultaneously for maximum tension.

Conclusion: The Dual Power of Flaws and
Complications

In the landscape of storytelling, the elements that elevate tension are as
varied as they are essential. Revealing flaws personalizes characters, making
their internal struggles resonate more deeply, while unforeseen complications
introduce external hurdles that threaten their goals. When combined, these
elements create a complex web of conflict, suspense, and emotional
investment, propelling stories forward with relentless momentum.

For writers aiming to craft compelling rising actions, leveraging both
revealing flaws and introducing complications offers a proven pathway to
heighten tension. By understanding their individual strengths and how they
synergize, storytellers can masterfully manipulate narrative dynamics,
ensuring audiences remain captivated from the first twist to the final
reveal.

In essence, the combination of revealing flaws and introducing unforeseen
complications during the rising action not only intensifies tension but also



enriches the narrative’s depth, making for stories that are both engaging and
emotionally resonant.
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