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Why Does The Author Introduce The Article With A Reference To "The Strange Case Of Dr. Jekyll And Mr.
Stevenson’s novella "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" is one of the most iconic works in Gothic
literature and psychological fiction. When authors choose to open their articles or essays with references to
this classic, it often serves multiple strategic and thematic purposes. Understanding why this particular
literary reference is used can deepen our appreciation of the article’s intent, tone, and message. In this article,
we will explore the reasons behind such an opening, its significance in literary and cultural contexts, and how
it enhances the reader’s engagement.

The Power of Cultural and Literary References

Establishing Immediate Context and Recognition
Using a well-known literary reference like "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" immediately signals to the reader that the
article will delve into themes related to duality, morality, identity, or human nature. This recognition creates
an instant connection and sets expectations about the content’s thematic focus.

- Universal Recognition: The novella is widely studied and referenced, making it an effective hook.
- Thematic Clarity: It hints that the article will explore complex human traits or moral dilemmas.
- Engagement Strategy: Familiarity with the reference encourages curiosity and invites the reader to continue.

Creating a Thematic Framework
The reference to Jekyll and Hyde acts as a conceptual lens through which the article can be viewed. It frames
the discussion around the idea of duality—good versus evil, civilized versus savage—and prepares the reader
for an exploration of these themes.

- Dual Personalities: The concept of split identities or conflicting aspects of the self.
- Moral Ambiguity: The blurred lines between right and wrong.
- Psychological Complexity: The inner struggles faced by individuals.

Enhancing Literary and Cultural Significance

Leveraging the Enduring Legacy of Stevenson’s Work
By invoking "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," the author taps into a cultural touchstone that
has persisted for over a century. This lends credibility and a layer of depth to the article.

- Historical Significance: The novella reflects Victorian anxieties about morality and science.
- Symbolic Power: The duality embodied by Jekyll and Hyde symbolizes broader societal conflicts.
- Timeless Relevance: Its themes remain pertinent in modern discussions of identity and ethics.

Drawing Parallels to Contemporary Issues
The reference serves as a springboard to discuss modern phenomena such as mental health, personality



disorders, or the persona versus the true self. It bridges classic literature and contemporary discourse.

- Psychological Insights: Understanding internal conflicts.
- Social Masks: The personas people adopt in different contexts.
- Moral Dilemmas: Ethical choices in modern society.

Strategic SEO Benefits of Literary References

Enhancing Search Engine Visibility
Using well-known references like "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" can improve SEO by aligning the article with
commonly searched terms related to psychology, literature, or morality.

- Keyword Optimization: Phrases like "duality of human nature," "psychological themes," or "literary
symbolism" can be integrated naturally.
- Content Relevance: The reference signals topical relevance for search queries about Gothic literature or
moral psychology.
- Increased Click-Through Rates: Recognizable references attract more clicks from search results.

Building Authority and Trust
Citing classic literature demonstrates the author’s knowledge and credibility, encouraging readers to trust
the content.

- Academic and Cultural Credibility: Referencing Stevenson's work shows depth.
- Engaged Audience: Readers interested in literary analysis are more likely to engage with well-informed content.

Setting the Tone and Mood

Creating a Mysterious or Thought-Provoking Atmosphere
The reference to a story involving secret identities and moral ambiguity sets a tone that is intriguing, possibly
dark, or contemplative.

- Mood Setting: Evokes curiosity and introspection.
- Narrative Framing: Signals that the article may explore complex or hidden aspects of the topic.

Encouraging Critical Thinking
By invoking a story about internal conflict, the author invites readers to think critically about the subject
matter and their own perceptions.

Conclusion: The Strategic Choice of Literature in Writing
Incorporating a reference to "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" at the beginning of an article is a
deliberate strategy that serves multiple functions. It establishes context, enhances thematic depth, leverages
cultural significance, and bolsters SEO efforts. Moreover, it sets a tone that can engage readers emotionally
and intellectually. Ultimately, this literary allusion acts as a powerful gateway, inviting the audience to



explore complex ideas about human nature, morality, and identity through a familiar and compelling narrative
framework.

By understanding these reasons, writers and content creators can appreciate the importance of strategic
literary references in crafting engaging, meaningful, and discoverable content. Whether discussing psychology,
literature, culture, or ethics, referencing "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" remains a timeless tool to enrich
communication and connect with audiences on a deeper level.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why does the author start the article with a reference to 'The Strange
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The author uses the reference to draw a parallel between the themes of duality and hidden identities in the
story and the subject matter of the article, engaging readers with a familiar literary example.

How does referencing 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' set the tone for the article?

It establishes a tone of mystery and psychological complexity, suggesting that the article will explore themes
of inner conflict and duality similar to those in the classic novella.

What is the significance of mentioning 'The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde' at the beginning?

The reference highlights the concept of dual personalities or hidden aspects within individuals, framing the
article's discussion around this central idea.

Does the reference to 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' imply a discussion of morality
or ethics in the article?

Yes, it suggests that the article might explore moral dilemmas, ethical conflicts, or the human capacity for
good and evil, similar to the themes of the novella.

How does the literary reference help in capturing the reader's interest?

Using a well-known story piques curiosity and provides a relatable analogy, encouraging readers to think
about complex psychological or moral issues discussed in the article.

Is the reference to 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' meant to symbolize the contrast
between appearance and reality?

Exactly; it symbolizes the theme of duality, where outward appearances may hide darker, hidden aspects,
aligning with the article's exploration of similar themes.

Additional Resources
Why Does The Author Introduce The Article With A Reference To "The Strange Case Of Dr. Jekyll And Mr.
Hyde"?

In the realm of literature and cultural discourse, references serve as powerful tools that help authors



establish context, evoke familiarity, and deepen the thematic resonance of their work. One such literary
touchstone, Robert Louis Stevenson’s novella The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, has permeated
popular and academic consciousness for over a century. When an author begins an article with a nod to this
classic tale, it is rarely incidental. Instead, it signals an intentional effort to frame the discussion within a
particular psychological, moral, or societal context that echoes Stevenson’s exploration of duality,
identity, and morality.

This article explores the multifaceted reasons why authors utilize references to Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde at the
outset of their writings. We will examine the symbolic significance of the novella, its cultural ubiquity, and
how its themes facilitate a nuanced understanding of contemporary topics. By doing so, we aim to unpack the
strategic and thematic functions of such references and illustrate why they are so effective in engaging readers
and framing complex ideas.

---

The Cultural and Literary Significance of "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde"

A Brief Overview of the Novella

Published in 1886, Stevenson’s Jekyll and Hyde is a pioneering work of psychological fiction that delves into
the duality of human nature. It narrates the story of Dr. Henry Jekyll, a respected scientist who creates a
potion enabling him to transform into Edward Hyde, a manifestation of his darker impulses. The novella explores
the tension between societal expectations, personal morality, and the unconscious drives that lurk beneath the
surface.

Universal Themes Embedded in the Narrative

The novella’s themes are profound and timeless:

- Duality of Human Nature: The fundamental conflict between good and evil within individuals.
- Repression and Hidden Desires: How societal constraints can suppress darker impulses, which then manifest in
destructive ways.
- Identity and Self-Perception: The struggle to reconcile different facets of one’s personality.
- Morality and Consequences: The moral dilemmas that arise when confronting one’s own darker side.

Because these themes resonate across various contexts—psychological, philosophical, social—they make
Jekyll and Hyde an enduring reference point.

Cultural Ubiquity and Symbolism

Over the decades, the story’s archetype of a split personality has become embedded in popular culture. The
phrase “Jekyll and Hyde” has entered colloquial language, symbolizing the duality or hypocrisy within
individuals or institutions. Films, television, and even advertising have appropriated the imagery, reinforcing its
familiarity.

This widespread recognition means that referencing Jekyll and Hyde immediately evokes a complex set of
associations in the reader’s mind—moral ambiguity, hidden depravity, or internal conflict—making it a potent
rhetorical device.

---

Why Authors Use the Jekyll and Hyde Reference at the Start of an Article

Establishing a Thematic Framework

When authors reference Jekyll and Hyde at the beginning of an article, they set a thematic tone. It signals that
the piece will explore issues related to duality, hidden aspects of identity, or moral ambiguity. For example, an
article on corporate ethics might open by alluding to Jekyll and Hyde to underscore the dichotomy between
public image and private behavior.



Example:

> “Much like Dr. Jekyll’s secret experiments, modern corporations often grapple with the tension between their
public personas and internal practices.”

This framing primes the reader to consider the topic through the lens of internal conflict and societal masks.

Engaging the Reader with a Recognizable Cultural Reference

Using a well-known literary allusion immediately captures attention. The familiarity of the Jekyll and Hyde
motif draws readers in, providing an accessible hook into more complex discussions. It leverages shared
cultural knowledge to bridge the gap between the reader’s understanding and the article’s subject matter.

Conveying Complexity and Depth

The reference to Jekyll and Hyde suggests a layered, nuanced exploration. It implies that the topic is not
straightforward but involves contradictions, concealment, or dual aspects. This can elevate the perceived
intellectual rigor of the article.

Framing Moral and Ethical Dilemmas

The novella’s exploration of morality makes it an effective entry point for discussions about ethics, legality,
or social responsibility. Initiating with the Jekyll-Hyde motif signals that the article will delve into difficult
questions about human nature and societal expectations.

---

Practical Reasons for the Introduction

Clarifying the Scope of the Discussion

The reference helps define the scope. For instance, if the article discusses mental health, criminality, or social
masks, invoking Jekyll and Hyde immediately frames these issues within a psychological or moral dichotomy.

Establishing a Narrative or Analogy

Authors often use the reference as an analogy to simplify complex ideas. For example, describing the modern
internet’s “Jekyll and Hyde” effect—where online personas differ markedly from real-world identities—provides
an immediate, relatable analogy.

Creating a Moral or Philosophical Context

By invoking Jekyll and Hyde, the author signals that the article will address moral questions, such as the
nature of evil, the importance of self-control, or societal influence on individual behavior.

---

Examples of Contemporary Usage

In Psychology and Mental Health

Authors or researchers might start an article with the Jekyll and Hyde reference to discuss dissociative
identity disorder or the concept of the “shadow self,” emphasizing the internal struggle between different facets
of personality.

In Political and Social Commentary

Commentators might reference the novella to highlight hypocrisy or double standards—such as politicians
who present virtuous public images while engaging in unethical behavior behind the scenes.



In Business and Corporate Ethics

Articles examining corporate scandals or ethical lapses often begin with the Jekyll-Hyde analogy to
underscore the discrepancy between a company’s official stance and its actual practices.

---

The Effectiveness of the Reference: Why It Works

Universality and Recognizability

The story’s themes are universal, transcending cultures and generations. This universality ensures that the
reference will resonate with a broad audience.

Immediate Contextualization

Using a culturally embedded metaphor like Jekyll and Hyde allows authors to communicate complex ideas
succinctly. Instead of lengthy explanations, they rely on the reader’s familiarity with the story’s core themes.

Depth and Subtlety

The reference invites readers to think more deeply about the subject. It suggests that beneath the surface, there
are hidden layers—mirroring the novella’s exploration of unseen facets of human nature.

Emotional and Moral Engagement

The novella’s moral questions evoke emotional responses, making the subsequent discussion more compelling and
thought-provoking.

---

Conclusion

In sum, when an author begins an article with a reference to The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, it is a
deliberate rhetorical choice that serves multiple purposes. It establishes a thematic foundation rooted in the
exploration of duality, morality, and identity. It leverages cultural familiarity to engage the reader and
convey complex ideas efficiently. It also signals that the discussion will probe beneath surface appearances,
examining the hidden, often conflicting aspects of human nature or societal behavior.

This literary allusion’s enduring power lies in its ability to encapsulate profound psychological and moral
dilemmas within a simple, memorable metaphor. Whether addressing personal psychology, social hypocrisy, or
ethical ambiguity, referencing Jekyll and Hyde provides a rich, layered context that enhances the depth and
accessibility of the article. As such, its strategic use at the beginning of a piece is a testament to the
novella’s lasting influence and its utility as a tool for nuanced, compelling communication in contemporary
discourse.
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