
After Watching The Musical Les Misrables,
Respond To The Following Questions. You
Will Also Need To Do
After Watching The Musical Les Misrables, Respond To The Following Questions. You Will
Also Need To Do is a prompt that encourages viewers to reflect deeply on their experience of one
of the most iconic and emotionally powerful musicals in theatrical history. Les Misérables, based on
Victor Hugo’s classic novel, has captivated audiences worldwide with its compelling story,
memorable music, and profound themes of justice, redemption, and human resilience. Watching this
musical is not just entertainment; it’s an immersive experience that often leaves viewers pondering
its characters, messages, and the societal issues it raises. In this article, we will explore how to
respond thoughtfully to questions about Les Misérables after viewing, what makes this musical so
impactful, and what steps you might take to deepen your understanding and appreciation of it.

---

Understanding the Core Themes of Les Misérables

Before answering questions about the musical, it’s essential to grasp its central themes. Les
Misérables is much more than a story of individual characters; it’s a commentary on societal
injustice, the power of compassion, and the possibility of redemption. When reflecting on the
musical, consider how these themes are woven into its narrative and music.

The Theme of Justice and Injustice
Les Misérables highlights the disparity between the law and moral righteousness. Characters like
Jean Valjean and Javert embody contrasting views on justice—Valjean’s quest for moral redemption
versus Javert’s strict adherence to the law. Think about how these perspectives are portrayed and
what message the musical conveys about justice.

Redemption and Transformation
Jean Valjean’s journey from a hardened ex-convict to a compassionate benefactor exemplifies the
theme of redemption. The musical showcases that change is possible regardless of one’s past, a
message that resonates deeply.

Love and Compassion
From the love between Marius and Cosette to the compassion Valjean shows for others, the musical
emphasizes the importance of love as a transformative force. Reflect on how these moments of
tenderness contrast with scenes of violence and suffering.



Social Injustice and Poverty
Les Misérables also critiques societal inequalities, illustrating how systemic injustice leads to
suffering for the marginalized. The Parisian streets and the plight of the poor serve as a backdrop
for this critique.

---

Responding to Specific Questions After Watching

When engaging with questions about Les Misérables, your responses should demonstrate your
understanding of the story, characters, themes, and your personal reflections. Here are some
common questions and guidance on how to approach them:

1. What was your overall impression of the musical?
- Consider the emotional impact of the performance.
- Discuss the production quality, acting, singing, and staging.
- Share how the themes resonated with you personally.

2. Which character did you relate to the most, and why?
- Reflect on the character's traits, struggles, and growth.
- Provide specific examples from the musical.
- Explain how their journey or personality mirrors your own experiences or values.

3. What message from Les Misérables do you find most
compelling?
- Identify themes like justice, love, redemption, or social justice.
- Explain why this message stands out to you.
- Connect it to current societal issues or personal beliefs.

4. How did the music influence your perception of the story?
- Discuss how songs like “I Dreamed a Dream,” “Do You Hear the People Sing?” or “On My Own”
evoke emotion.
- Explain how the music enhances the storytelling and character development.

5. What scenes or moments stayed with you after the
performance?
- Describe specific scenes that moved you.
- Analyze why those moments had a lasting impact (e.g., emotional intensity, visual effects, or



message).

6. How can the themes of Les Misérables be applied to today’s
society?
- Identify parallels between the story and contemporary issues.
- Suggest ways the themes of justice, compassion, and social reform remain relevant.

---

Steps You Need To Take After Watching Les Misérables

To deepen your engagement and understanding of the musical, consider doing the following:

1. Research the Historical Context
- Learn about the time period of the French Revolution and post-revolutionary France.
- Understand the social and political climate that inspired Victor Hugo’s novel and its adaptations.

2. Read Victor Hugo’s Novel
- Reading the original source provides richer insight into characters and themes.
- Notice differences between the novel and the musical adaptation.

3. Explore the Musical’s Music and Lyrics
- Listen to the soundtrack multiple times.
- Analyze the lyrics and how they convey character emotions and themes.

4. Attend Discussions or Write Reflections
- Join online forums or local discussion groups about Les Misérables.
- Write your personal reflections on what the story means to you.

5. Watch Different Versions
- View various stage productions, film adaptations, or concerts.
- Compare interpretations and staging choices.

6. Engage with Related Social Issues
- Volunteer or advocate for causes related to social justice, poverty alleviation, or criminal justice



reform.
- Use the themes from Les Misérables as inspiration for real-world action.

---

Conclusion

Watching Les Misérables is a profound experience that prompts viewers to reflect on timeless
themes of justice, love, and redemption. Responding thoughtfully to questions after viewing requires
an understanding of these themes, appreciation of the characters, and personal introspection. By
doing the suggested steps—such as researching historical context, engaging with the music, and
connecting themes to contemporary society—you can enrich your understanding and carry the
lessons of Les Misérables beyond the theater. Whether you are a longtime fan or experiencing it for
the first time, this musical challenges us to consider the enduring power of compassion and the
ongoing struggle for justice in our world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes portrayed in the musical Les
Misérables?
The main themes include justice, redemption, love, sacrifice, and the struggle between good and
evil.

How do the characters' stories intertwine in Les Misérables?
The characters' stories are interconnected through their relationships and shared experiences,
illustrating how their lives impact one another amid the backdrop of social upheaval.

What emotional responses did the musical evoke after
watching it?
Many viewers felt moved by the powerful storytelling, emotional performances, and the themes of
hope and resilience conveyed throughout the musical.

Which musical numbers stood out the most, and why?
Songs like 'I Dreamed a Dream' and 'Do You Hear the People Sing?' stood out due to their emotional
depth and ability to rally the audience around the story's core messages.

What moral lessons can be learned from Les Misérables?
Lessons include the importance of compassion, forgiveness, perseverance in the face of adversity,
and the value of fighting for justice and equality.



How does the musical adaptation differ from the original
novel?
The musical simplifies some plot details, emphasizes emotional and musical elements, and
condenses the story to fit a stage performance, making it more accessible but less detailed than the
novel.

What impact does Les Misérables have on its audience?
It inspires reflection on social issues, encourages empathy, and leaves a lasting impression through
its compelling characters and memorable music.

What responses or actions are suggested after watching Les
Misérables?
Viewers are encouraged to reflect on societal injustices, engage in acts of kindness and charity, and
advocate for social change inspired by the themes of the musical.

Additional Resources
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The musical Les Misérables stands as one of the most iconic and emotionally resonant productions in
theatrical history. Its compelling storytelling, memorable music, and profound themes have
captivated audiences worldwide for decades. After experiencing this powerful performance, viewers
are often prompted to reflect deeply on its story, characters, and the underlying messages. This
article aims to provide a comprehensive, reader-friendly analysis of Les Misérables from a technical
and thematic perspective, helping fans and newcomers alike understand the intricacies behind its
enduring appeal.

---

Understanding the Core Themes of Les Misérables

At its heart, Les Misérables is a sweeping narrative about justice, redemption, love, and the human
spirit. The musical, adapted from Victor Hugo's 1862 novel, explores the struggles of marginalized
individuals in 19th-century France against social injustice.

Social Injustice and the Struggle for Justice

One of the central themes is the relentless pursuit of justice amidst systemic inequality. The
character of Jean Valjean embodies this struggle — a man imprisoned for stealing bread, who seeks
redemption but remains haunted by his past. The musical underscores how societal structures often
perpetuate poverty and injustice, making redemption a difficult path.



Redemption and Personal Transformation

Jean Valjean’s transformation from a hardened convict to a compassionate benefactor forms the
emotional core of the story. His journey emphasizes that redemption is possible regardless of one's
past, and it champions the idea of moral growth over societal condemnation.

Love and Sacrifice

Throughout the musical, love manifests in various forms — romantic love, filial love, and altruistic
compassion. The love between Marius and Cosette, and the sacrifices made by characters like
Fantine and Jean Valjean, highlight the power of love to inspire acts of heroism and kindness.

Revolution and Hope

Set against the backdrop of the June Rebellion of 1832, the musical also explores themes of political
upheaval and hope for a better future. The students’ uprising symbolizes collective resistance
against oppression and the desire for social change.

---

The Musical Composition and Its Technical Aspects

Les Misérables is renowned not only for its story but also for its exceptional musical score, which
combines classical, operatic, and contemporary styles to evoke deep emotional responses.

Musical Style and Influence

The score features a rich blend of musical genres:

- Opera and Classical Music: Many songs, such as “I Dreamed a Dream” and “Bring Him Home,”
showcase operatic vocal techniques, emphasizing emotional intensity.
- Contemporary Musical Theatre: The use of modern musical theatre elements helps make the story
accessible and engaging for diverse audiences.
- Choral Arrangements: The choir’s powerful harmonies, especially in ensemble pieces like “Do You
Hear the People Sing?”, create a sense of unity and collective purpose.

Key Musical Numbers and Their Significance

Some of the most iconic songs include:

- “I Dreamed a Dream”: A poignant reflection of Fantine’s despair, highlighting themes of lost
innocence and hope.
- “On My Own”: A solo that captures Cosette’s unrequited love and loneliness.
- “Stars”: Javert’s introspective aria about his unwavering pursuit of law and order.
- “One Day More”: An ensemble piece that builds anticipation and underscores the characters’
intertwined destinies.

Orchestration and Stage Direction



The musical’s orchestration employs a full orchestra that enhances the emotional landscape. The
stage direction often utilizes minimalistic yet effective set designs, shifting scenes smoothly to
maintain narrative flow. The use of lighting plays a crucial role in highlighting emotional peaks and
transitions.

---

Character Development and Performative Elements

Les Misérables features a diverse cast of characters, each with unique arcs that contribute to the
overall narrative. The strength of their performances and characterizations is a testament to the
production’s technical prowess.

Jean Valjean: The Redeemed Convict

Portrayed as a complex, morally conflicted character, Jean Valjean’s development from a hardened
prisoner to a compassionate benefactor is a testament to nuanced acting and vocal delivery. His
transformation is conveyed through subtle acting choices and powerful singing.

Javert: The Embodiment of Justice

Javert’s unwavering belief in the law is depicted through intense performance and commanding
presence. His internal conflict and eventual breakdown are portrayed with visceral emotion,
highlighting the character’s tragic rigidity.

Fantine: A Symbol of Sacrifice

Fantine’s tragic descent into poverty and despair is powerfully conveyed through raw emotional
acting and singing. Her “I Dreamed a Dream” remains one of the most emotionally charged
moments in musical theatre.

Supporting Characters and Ensemble Work

Characters such as Marius, Cosette, and the Thénardiers add layers of complexity. Ensemble scenes
require tight coordination and timing to create impactful group dynamics, especially during crowd
scenes and revolutionary marches.

---

Technical Challenges and Innovations in Production

Producing Les Misérables involves overcoming several technical challenges, from staging to sound
design, which are crucial for delivering a seamless and immersive experience.

Set Design and Scene Transitions



The original production's minimalistic set design relies heavily on creative use of props, lighting, and
stage mechanics. For example, the use of revolve stages and trapdoors enables quick scene changes,
maintaining pacing without breaking the narrative flow.

Lighting and Sound Design

Lighting is employed to evoke different moods — from the bleakness of prison to the hope of
revolution. Sophisticated sound design ensures balanced acoustics, especially during dynamic
ensemble numbers and solo performances.

Costume Design

Costumes reflect historical accuracy while also emphasizing character traits. Fantine’s ragged dress
and Javert’s uniform reinforce their social standing and internal conflicts.

Choreography and Stage Movement

Choreography in Les Misérables combines traditional musical theatre dance with choreographed
crowd scenes. The revolutionary sequences require precise coordination to depict mass movements
convincingly.

---

The Impact and Cultural Significance of Les Misérables

Since its debut in 1980, Les Misérables has become a cultural phenomenon, influencing musical
theatre and popular culture worldwide.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

The musical has received numerous awards, including Olivier, Tony, and Grammy awards,
recognizing its excellence in acting, music, and production design.

Global Reach and Adaptations

Beyond the stage, Les Misérables has been adapted into films, television specials, and even theme
park attractions, broadening its reach beyond theatre enthusiasts.

Educational and Social Impact

The musical’s themes of justice, compassion, and resilience resonate with audiences of all ages,
making it a valuable educational tool for discussing social issues and history.

---



Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Les Misérables

Les Misérables remains a towering achievement in musical theatre, blending compelling storytelling,
technical innovation, and powerful performances. Its exploration of universal themes ensures its
relevance across generations, inspiring reflection on justice, love, and human dignity. Watching the
musical offers not just entertainment but an invitation to ponder the enduring struggle for
compassion and hope in an often unjust world.

---

In Summary:

- The core themes of justice, redemption, love, and revolution are woven seamlessly throughout the
narrative.
- The musical score employs a sophisticated blend of operatic and contemporary styles, enhancing
emotional depth.
- Performances by talented actors bring complex characters like Jean Valjean and Javert vividly to
life.
- Technical elements such as set design, lighting, and choreography contribute significantly to the
immersive experience.
- Les Misérables’ cultural impact underscores its significance as a timeless piece that continues to
inspire audiences worldwide.

Watching Les Misérables is more than witnessing a musical; it's an emotional journey that
challenges viewers to reflect on their own sense of justice and compassion, ensuring its place in the
pantheon of great theatrical works for generations to come.
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