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Understanding how to complete sentences using "keep" collocations is essential for mastering English
language nuances and enhancing your vocabulary skills. In this article, we will explore various ways to
complete sentences with "keep" collocations, focusing on the phrase: "Well, a very small army can
easily." This phrase serves as a foundation to introduce numerous common and useful collocations
that can be employed in both written and spoken English. By the end of this guide, you will be
equipped with practical examples and insights to improve your language proficiency and confidently
use "keep" collocations in diverse contexts.

Understanding "keep" Collocations in English

Before diving into sentence completions, it's important to understand what collocations are.
Collocations are words that frequently go together, creating natural-sounding phrases. "Keep" is a
versatile verb that collocates with many nouns and phrases to convey different meanings, such as
maintaining, preserving, or continuing an action or state.

Some common "keep" collocations include:

keep calm

keep fit

keep in mind

keep an eye on

keep quiet

keep a secret

keep your word

keep pace

keep up

keep going



In this article, we focus specifically on how to complete sentences starting with "Well, a very small
army can easily," followed by different "keep" collocations to create meaningful and contextually
appropriate sentences.

Practical Sentence Completions Using "keep"
Collocations

Let's explore various ways to complete the phrase "Well, a very small army can easily" using different
"keep" collocations, illustrating their usage in everyday language.

1. Keep calm
This collocation emphasizes maintaining composure, especially in stressful situations.

Complete sentence:

Well, a very small army can easily keep calm during a surprise attack, which can be a strategic
advantage.

2. Keep fit
Focusing on maintaining physical health and fitness.

Complete sentence:

Well, a very small army can easily keep fit by practicing daily drills and exercises, ensuring
they're always prepared.

3. Keep in mind
Refers to remembering important information.

Complete sentence:

Well, a very small army can easily keep in mind the key objectives of their mission to ensure
success.



4. Keep an eye on
Means to watch or monitor something carefully.

Complete sentence:

Well, a very small army can easily keep an eye on enemy movements from a concealed
position.

5. Keep quiet
Refers to remaining silent.

Complete sentence:

Well, a very small army can easily keep quiet to avoid detection during covert operations.

6. Keep a secret
Involves maintaining confidentiality.

Complete sentence:

Well, a very small army can easily keep a secret about their plans, which helps in strategic
deception.

7. Keep your word
Means to stay true to promises.

Complete sentence:

Well, a very small army can easily keep their word to allies, strengthening trust and
cooperation.

8. Keep pace
Refers to maintaining speed or progress.



Complete sentence:

Well, a very small army can easily keep pace with larger forces if they utilize swift tactics and
agility.

9. Keep up
Means to maintain the same level or speed.

Complete sentence:

Well, a very small army can easily keep up with enemy advances if they are well-trained and
coordinated.

10. Keep going
Encourages persistence and continued effort.

Complete sentence:

Well, a very small army can easily keep going despite setbacks, demonstrating resilience and
determination.

Applying "keep" Collocations in Different Contexts

Using "keep" collocations allows speakers and writers to express a variety of ideas clearly and
naturally. Let's examine some contexts where these collocations are particularly effective.

Maintaining Calm and Composure
In tense situations, such as military confrontations or negotiations, "keep calm" is vital.

For example: "During the crisis, the small team was able to keep calm, preventing panic among
the troops."



Prioritizing Health and Fitness
Physical readiness is crucial for small armies or teams.

Example: "A tiny unit can easily keep fit with disciplined training routines, ensuring peak
performance."

Strategic Monitoring and Observation
Surveillance is often necessary in military operations.

Example: "They can keep an eye on enemy activity without being detected, thanks to their
stealth techniques."

Confidentiality and Trust
Maintaining secrets and promises fosters trust.

Example: "Members of the small group know they must keep a secret to protect their mission."

Tips for Mastering "keep" Collocations in Sentences

To effectively use "keep" collocations, consider the following tips:

Understand the meaning: Know what each collocation conveys to use it appropriately.

Practice contextual usage: Write sentences in different contexts to internalize their
meanings.

Expand your vocabulary: Learn additional "keep" collocations to diversify your language
skills.

Use idiomatic expressions: Incorporate common phrases into your speech and writing for
natural flow.



Conclusion

Mastering the art of completing sentences with "keep" collocations enhances your ability to
communicate clearly and effectively. The phrase "Well, a very small army can easily" serves as a
versatile starting point for a variety of collocations, each carrying specific connotations and uses.
Whether emphasizing calmness, fitness, secrecy, or persistence, these collocations enrich your
language toolkit and enable you to convey nuanced ideas confidently.

Remember to practice regularly by creating your own sentences and incorporating these collocations
into your daily conversations and writing. Over time, you'll find it easier to utilize "keep" collocations
naturally, making your language more expressive and impactful.

Start today by experimenting with these completions and explore the wide range of possibilities that
"keep" collocations offer. Your journey toward mastering English language nuances begins here!

Frequently Asked Questions

Complete the sentence: Well, a very small army can easily
___________ control of the region if they are well-trained.
keep

Fill in the blank: A very small army can easily ___________
morale high among its soldiers during a prolonged campaign.
keep

Finish the sentence: Well, a very small army can easily
___________ order within its ranks with effective leadership.
keep

Complete the sentence: A very small army can easily
___________ a low profile to avoid detection from larger
enemies.
keep

Fill in the blank: Well, a very small army can easily ___________
their supplies safe from theft or sabotage.
keep



Additional Resources
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In the realm of language learning, mastering collocations—the habitual pairings of words—serves as a
cornerstone for achieving fluency and natural speech. Among the most versatile and frequently used
words in English is "keep," a verb that forms a rich tapestry of collocations across various contexts.
This article explores the theoretical foundations of "keep" collocations, illustrating how they function
in everyday language and offering practical insights for learners and educators alike. Whether you're
aiming to enhance your vocabulary, improve your writing, or understand nuanced expressions,
understanding the collocations with "keep" can significantly elevate your command of English.

Understanding Collocations and Their Significance

What Are Collocations?
Collocations refer to words that commonly appear together, creating natural-sounding phrases. They
are not random but are rooted in idiomatic usage, cultural conventions, and linguistic patterns. For
example, in English, we often say "make a decision" rather than "do a decision," or "strong coffee"
instead of "powerful coffee." Recognizing and mastering collocations enable speakers and writers to
produce language that feels authentic and idiomatic.

The Role of Collocations in Language Acquisition
Learning collocations is crucial because they:
- Enhance Fluency: Using correct collocations helps speech and writing sound more natural.
- Improve Comprehension: Recognizing common word pairings aids in understanding spoken and
written language.
- Prevent Language Errors: Incorrect collocations can lead to misunderstandings or awkward
expressions.

The "Keep" Collocation Theory: An Overview

Why Focus on "Keep"?
"Keep" is a highly productive verb in English, forming a wide array of collocations that span various
semantic fields, such as maintenance, control, continuation, and avoidance. Its versatility makes it an
excellent candidate for exploring collocational patterns.

Theoretical Foundations
The theory behind "keep" collocations is grounded in corpus linguistics and lexical semantics, which



analyze large language datasets to identify frequent word pairings. These collocations are categorized
based on their semantic relationships:
- Maintenance and Preservation: "keep a promise," "keep a secret"
- Control and Restraint: "keep calm," "keep quiet"
- Continuity and Persistence: "keep going," "keep working"
- Prevention and Avoidance: "keep out," "keep away"
- Ownership and Possession: "keep a diary," "keep the house"

Understanding these categories allows learners to grasp the underlying logic of "keep" collocations
and apply them across contexts.

Common "Keep" Collocations and Their Usage

Let's explore some core collocations with "keep," illustrating their meanings and typical contexts.

1. Keep + Noun: Maintenance and Possession
- Keep a diary: Regularly write a personal journal.
- Keep the house: Maintain the cleanliness and order of a home.
- Keep an appointment: Remember and attend scheduled meetings.
- Keep a record: Maintain documented evidence or data.

These collocations often relate to ongoing actions or possessions, emphasizing responsibility and
continuity.

2. Keep + Adjective: State or Condition
- Keep calm: Maintain composure in stressful situations.
- Keep quiet: Remain silent.
- Keep busy: Stay occupied with tasks.
- Keep safe: Ensure safety or protection.

Adjective collocations generally involve maintaining a particular emotional or physical state.

3. Keep + Verb (Gerund): Continuation or Persistence
- Keep going: Continue despite difficulties.
- Keep trying: Persist in efforts.
- Keep learning: Engage in continuous education.
- Keep working: Maintain effort over time.

These collocations express ongoing action or perseverance.



4. Keep + Prepositional Phrase: Control or Restraint
- Keep out: Prevent entry into a place.
- Keep away: Stay at a distance.
- Keep off: Avoid touching or stepping on.
- Keep from: Prevent oneself from doing something.

Prepositional collocations often denote boundaries, restrictions, or self-control.

5. Keep + Object + Verb (Infinitive): Prevention
- Keep someone from doing something: Prevent someone from acting.
- Keep things from happening: Avoid certain situations.

This pattern emphasizes control over actions or events.

Practical Applications and Examples

To understand how these collocations function in real language, consider the following examples:

- "She always keeps a diary to record her daily thoughts."
(Possession and record-keeping)

- "During the crisis, he managed to keep calm and think clearly."
(Emotional state maintenance)

- "Despite the setbacks, the team kept going until the project was completed."
(Persistence in effort)

- "Parents often tell children to keep quiet during tests."
(State of silence)

- "The security system is designed to keep unauthorized people out."
(Control and restriction)

- "Please keep off the grass."
(Preventing entry onto a specific area)

By analyzing these examples, learners can see how collocations with "keep" are integral to expressing
ideas with clarity and idiomatic correctness.

Strategies for Learning and Using "Keep" Collocations

Effective mastery of "keep" collocations involves targeted strategies:



1. Contextual Learning
- Study collocations within authentic texts such as articles, dialogues, and literature.
- Note the surrounding words and situations where "keep" collocations appear.

2. Use of Corpora and Databases
- Leverage linguistic corpora like the British National Corpus or Corpus of Contemporary American
English to identify frequent collocations.
- Observe collocations in various registers (formal, informal) to understand their versatility.

3. Practice and Repetition
- Create flashcards with "keep" collocations and their meanings.
- Incorporate them into sentences or short paragraphs.

4. Collocation Dictionaries and Resources
- Utilize dedicated collocation dictionaries such as "Oxford Collocations Dictionary."
- Explore online platforms offering collocation exercises.

5. Contextual Creativity
- Engage in paraphrasing exercises, replacing generic verbs with appropriate "keep" collocations.
- Write dialogues or stories incorporating a variety of "keep" expressions.

Challenges and Common Mistakes

While "keep" collocations are generally straightforward, learners often encounter pitfalls:

- Incorrect Collocation Pairings: Using "keep" with inappropriate nouns or adjectives, such as "keep
happiness" instead of "keep happy."
- Misunderstanding Nuances: Confusing "keep calm" with "stay calm," though they are similar, the
collocations have different typical usages.
- Overgeneralization: Applying "keep" in contexts where other verbs might be more idiomatic, e.g.,
"maintain" instead of "keep" in formal writing.

Being aware of these challenges and practicing with authentic examples can mitigate errors.

The Importance of Collocation Awareness in Language
Proficiency

Mastering collocations like "keep a promise" or "keep an eye on" contributes to several aspects of



language proficiency:

- Fluency: Enables smooth and natural speech.
- Accuracy: Reduces awkward or incorrect expressions.
- Expressiveness: Allows nuanced and precise communication.
- Comprehension: Improves understanding of native speakers' idiomatic expressions.

Incorporating collocation practice into language learning routines is essential for learners aspiring to
reach advanced levels of proficiency.

Conclusion

Understanding and mastering "keep" collocations is a vital component of achieving idiomatic fluency
in English. The rich variety of collocations—spanning maintenance, control, persistence, and
prevention—reflects the versatility of "keep" as a key lexical verb. By exploring their theoretical
foundations, practical applications, and strategies for learning, language users can significantly
enhance their expressive capabilities. Whether in formal writing, casual conversation, or professional
contexts, the ability to accurately and confidently use "keep" collocations opens doors to more
natural, effective communication.

In summary, the theory of "keep" collocations underscores the importance of habitual word pairings in
language mastery. Through deliberate study and contextual practice, learners can internalize these
patterns, making their English sound more authentic and idiomatic. As language continues to evolve,
so too will the collocational patterns, making ongoing engagement with authentic texts and corpora
an essential part of lifelong language development.
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