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COVID Vaccines As Of March 2022, In The United States, 127 Million People Aged
12 Years And Older Have received at least one dose of the vaccine, marking a significant
milestone in the nation’s ongoing efforts to combat the COVID-19 pandemic. As of March
2022, the United States has made substantial progress in vaccinating its population, with
over half of Americans aged 12 and above fully vaccinated. This article explores the current
state of COVID-19 vaccination in the U.S., including vaccination rates, the types of vaccines
in use, demographic disparities, booster shot campaigns, challenges faced, and the outlook
for the future.

Current Vaccination Landscape in the United
States

Vaccination Numbers and Coverage

By March 2022, approximately 127 million Americans aged 12 years and older have
received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. This figure reflects a concerted effort by
federal and state governments, health agencies, and private organizations to increase
vaccine accessibility and acceptance across diverse communities.

e Approximately 75% of the eligible population has initiated vaccination.

e Over 100 million individuals are considered fully vaccinated, having received all
required doses of their respective vaccines.

e Vaccination rates vary significantly across states, with some regions achieving higher
coverage than others.

Types of COVID-19 Vaccines Available

The primary COVID-19 vaccines authorized for use in the United States as of March 2022
include:

1. Pfizer-BioNTech (Comirnaty or BNT162b2)

2. Moderna (MRNA-1273)



3. Johnson & Johnson's Janssen (Ad26.COV?2.S)

Each vaccine has its own dosing schedule, efficacy profile, and storage requirements, which
have influenced distribution strategies and public acceptance.

Vaccine Efficacy and Safety

The vaccines authorized in the U.S. have demonstrated high efficacy in preventing severe
illness, hospitalization, and death related to COVID-19. Ongoing monitoring continues to
affirm their safety profile, with adverse events being rare and typically mild.

Key points include:

- mRNA vaccines (Pfizer and Moderna) show approximately 90-95% efficacy against
symptomatic COVID-19.

- The Johnson & Johnson vaccine offers a single-dose option with an efficacy of around 66%
in preventing moderate to severe COVID-19.

- Common side effects include soreness at the injection site, fatigue, headache, and mild
flu-like symptoms.

Demographic Disparities and Challenges

Vaccine Uptake Across Different Populations

While overall vaccination rates are encouraging, disparities persist among different
demographic groups, which can impact herd immunity efforts.

e Age: Higher vaccination rates tend to be among older adults, with younger
populations showing lower uptake.

e Race and Ethnicity: Data indicates lower vaccination rates among Black and
Hispanic communities compared to White populations, influenced by factors like

access, misinformation, and historical mistrust.

* Socioeconomic Status: Lower-income communities face barriers such as limited
healthcare access, transportation issues, and work-related constraints.

Barriers to Vaccination

Several challenges have hindered vaccination efforts across the U.S., including:

e Vaccine hesitancy fueled by misinformation and distrust in healthcare systems.



e Logistical issues such as limited clinic hours and transportation difficulties.

e Concerns about side effects and long-term safety.

Efforts to address these barriers include community outreach, mobile vaccination units, and
targeted education campaigns.

Booster Shots and Reinforcing Immunity

Introduction of Booster Campaigns

As of March 2022, booster shots have become a key component of the U.S. vaccination
strategy. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) have authorized booster doses for various populations to enhance and
prolong immunity.

e Eligible individuals are encouraged to receive a booster approximately 5-6 months
after completing the primary vaccination series.

e Booster options include the same vaccine as the primary series or, in some cases, a
different vaccine (mix-and-match approach).

Impact of Boosters on COVID-19 Cases

Preliminary data suggests that booster doses significantly reduce the risk of breakthrough
infections, especially with emerging variants like Omicron. Boosters bolster immune
response and may reduce transmission rates.

Monitoring, Mandates, and Public Health Policies

Vaccine Mandates and Policies

Many employers, educational institutions, and government agencies have implemented
vaccine mandates to increase coverage and protect public health.

e Mandatory vaccination policies for healthcare workers and federal employees.

¢ Vaccine requirements for school attendance in some states.



e Legal and ethical debates around mandates continue to influence policy decisions.

Ongoing Surveillance and Data Collection

Health agencies continue to monitor vaccine effectiveness, adverse events, and emerging
variants through robust data collection systems. This information guides policy adjustments
and booster recommendations.

The Future of COVID Vaccination in the U.S.

Next Steps and Challenges

Looking ahead, several key challenges and opportunities remain:

¢ Increasing vaccination rates in hesitant populations.

Developing variant-specific vaccines to address new strains.

Addressing global vaccine inequity to prevent variant emergence.

Maintaining public trust through transparent communication and safety assurance.

Long-Term Immunity and Vaccination Strategy

Researchers are exploring the duration of immunity provided by initial doses and boosters,
with some studies suggesting the need for periodic booster shots similar to influenza
vaccines. The goal is to establish a sustainable vaccination program that adapts to the
evolving pandemic landscape.

Conclusion

As of March 2022, the United States has made remarkable progress in its COVID-19
vaccination campaign, with over 127 million people aged 12 years and older having
received at least one dose. This milestone reflects a concerted effort to protect public
health, reduce hospitalizations, and curb the spread of the virus. While challenges remain,
especially in reaching underserved populations and combating misinformation, the ongoing
rollout of booster shots and adaptive policies demonstrate the nation’s commitment to
ending the pandemic. Continued vigilance, equitable access, and transparent
communication will be crucial as the U.S. navigates the next phase of COVID-19 vaccination
efforts, aiming for higher coverage, sustained immunity, and a return to normalcy.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current vaccination rate for COVID-19
among people aged 12 and older in the United States as
of March 20222

As of March 2022, approximately 127 million people aged 12 and older in the United States
have received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, representing a significant portion of
the eligible population.

Which COVID-19 vaccines are authorized for use in
people aged 12 and older in the U.S.?

The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is authorized for individuals aged 12 and older, while Moderna
and Johnson & Johnson vaccines are authorized for those aged 18 and older as of March
2022.

What are the main reasons for vaccine hesitancy among
the eligible U.S. population as of March 2022?

Key reasons include concerns about vaccine safety and side effects, misinformation,
distrust in the healthcare system, and perceived low risk of severe COVID-19 illness.

How effective are the COVID-19 vaccines in preventing
severe illness and hospitalization in the U.S. as of
March 2022?

COVID-19 vaccines remain highly effective at preventing severe illness, hospitalization, and
death, even with the emergence of new variants like Omicron.

Are there any new booster shot recommendations for
vaccinated individuals in the U.S. as of March 2022?

Yes, health authorities recommend booster doses for eligible populations to enhance and
prolong immunity, especially in the context of circulating variants.

What efforts are ongoing to increase COVID-19
vaccination rates in the U.S. as of March 2022?

Efforts include public education campaigns, mobile vaccination clinics, partnerships with
community organizations, and policies to improve access and convenience.



Are children aged 12-15 eligible for COVID-19
vaccination in the U.S. as of March 2022?

Yes, the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is authorized for children aged 12-15, and vaccination
efforts are ongoing to increase coverage in this age group.

What are the common side effects reported after
COVID-19 vaccination in the U.S. as of March 2022?

Common side effects include soreness at the injection site, fatigue, headache, muscle pain,
chills, fever, and nausea, which typically resolve within a few days.

Is there data on breakthrough COVID-19 infections
among vaccinated individuals in the U.S. as of March
2022?

Yes, breakthrough infections can occur, but they are generally mild and less likely to result
in hospitalization or death compared to unvaccinated cases.

What is the outlook for COVID-19 vaccination efforts in
the U.S. moving forward from March 2022?

Efforts are focused on increasing booster uptake, expanding vaccine access, addressing
hesitancy, and monitoring emerging variants to control the pandemic effectively.

Additional Resources

COVID Vaccines As Of March 2022, In The United States, 127 Million People Aged 12 Years
And Older Have

In the ongoing struggle against the COVID-19 pandemic, vaccination has been a
cornerstone of public health efforts worldwide. As of March 2022, the United States has
made significant strides in vaccinating its population, with approximately 127 million
individuals aged 12 years and older having received at least one dose of a COVID-19
vaccine. This figure reflects a complex interplay of scientific advancements, policy
decisions, public perceptions, and logistical challenges. This investigative review aims to
analyze the current state of COVID vaccination in the US as of March 2022, examining the
vaccination landscape, efficacy, safety considerations, disparities, and implications for
future public health strategies.

The Vaccination Landscape in the United States
as of March 2022



Vaccination Coverage and Demographics

By March 2022, data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) indicated
that approximately 127 million people aged 12 and above in the US had received at least
one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. This equates to roughly 66-70% of the eligible population,
depending on the specific demographic group and state.

Key demographic insights include:

- Age Distribution: While coverage is relatively high among adults aged 65 and older (over
90%), younger adults (18-29 years) and adolescents (12-17 years) have lower vaccination
rates, approximately 60-65%.

- Racial and Ethnic Disparities: White populations have higher vaccination rates compared
to Black and Hispanic communities. For example, as of March 2022, approximately 70% of
White Americans aged 12+ had received at least one dose, versus around 55-60% among
Black and Hispanic populations.

- Geographical Variations: Vaccination rates vary significantly across states and regions,
with states like Vermont and Massachusetts exceeding 75% coverage, while others like
Alabama and Mississippi lag behind at below 55%.

Vaccine Types and Distribution

The primary vaccines administered include:

- Pfizer-BioNTech (Comirnaty): Approved for individuals aged 16 and older, authorized for
emergency use in 12-15-year-olds.

- Moderna (Spikevax): Authorized for individuals aged 18 and older.

- Johnson & Johnson (Janssen): Authorized for adults 18 and older, offered as a single-dose
option.

The distribution infrastructure has been robust, with federal, state, and local agencies
working in tandem to ensure equitable access. Vaccines are delivered via mass vaccination

sites, pharmacies, clinics, and mobile units, aiming to reach even the most underserved
communities.

Vaccine Efficacy and Effectiveness as of March
2022

Initial Efficacy Data

Early clinical trials demonstrated high efficacy rates:

- Pfizer-BioNTech: Approximately 95% in preventing symptomatic COVID-19.
- Moderna: About 94.1% efficacy.



- Johnson & Johnson: Around 66% overall efficacy but higher effectiveness against severe
disease.

Real-World Effectiveness and Variants

As the vaccines rolled out, real-world data confirmed substantial protection:

- Significant reduction in hospitalizations and deaths among vaccinated individuals.

- Breakthrough infections, though relatively rare, increased with the emergence of variants
such as Delta and Omicron.

- During the Omicron surge (late 2021 to early 2022), vaccine effectiveness against
infection decreased but remained robust against severe outcomes, especially among those
who received booster doses.

Booster Shots and Their Impact

In response to waning immunity and variant challenges, booster doses became a key
strategy:

- The CDC recommended booster shots for all adults starting in September 2021.

- Data suggest boosters restore and enhance protection, reducing symptomatic infections
and severe disease.

- As of March 2022, approximately 60 million Americans had received a booster shot.

Safety Profile and Adverse Events

Common Side Effects

Most vaccinated individuals experience mild side effects, such as:

- Soreness at injection site
- Fatigue

- Headache

- Muscle pain

- Fever or chills

- Nausea

These typically resolve within a few days.

Rare but Notable Adverse Events



While serious adverse events are exceedingly rare, some have garnered attention:

- Myocarditis and Pericarditis: Primarily observed in young males after mRNA vaccines, with
symptoms usually mild and recovery common.

- Thrombosis with Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS): Linked to Johnson & Johnson
vaccine, very rare but serious.

- Anaphylaxis: Rare allergic reactions, manageable with prompt treatment.

The CDC and FDA continue to monitor vaccine safety through systems like VAERS and VSD,
which have not identified new safety concerns as of March 2022.

Addressing Disparities and Barriers

Despite high overall coverage, disparities persist that hinder equitable vaccination:

- Access Barriers: Limited transportation, digital divides, and language barriers impede
some populations.

- Vaccine Hesitancy: Misinformation, distrust in government or healthcare systems, and
cultural beliefs contribute to reluctance.

- Structural Inequities: Historical and systemic inequities have led to lower vaccination rates
in marginalized communities.

Efforts to mitigate these issues include community engagement, mobile clinics, tailored
communication, and partnerships with local organizations.

Implications for Public Health Policy and Future
Strategies

As of March 2022, the vaccination campaign in the US presents both successes and ongoing
challenges:

- Successes:

- Achieving substantial coverage among vulnerable populations
- Reducing hospitalizations and deaths

- Developing and deploying effective booster strategies

- Challenges:

- Reaching the unvaccinated or under-vaccinated populations
- Combating misinformation

- Preparing for potential new variants and vaccine updates

Future strategies include:
- Enhancing vaccine accessibility through community-centered approaches

- Developing variant-specific or universal coronavirus vaccines
- Implementing policies to increase vaccine mandates where appropriate



- Continuing robust safety monitoring and transparent communication

Conclusion

As of March 2022, the United States has vaccinated over 127 million people aged 12 years
and older, marking a significant milestone in its COVID-19 response. While the progress is
commendable, the journey toward comprehensive immunity remains ongoing. Addressing
disparities, maintaining safety, and adapting to emerging variants will be critical in shaping
the next phase of the pandemic response. The vaccination effort exemplifies a complex
combination of science, policy, and community engagement—elements that will continue to
evolve as the nation navigates the path toward endemic COVID-19 management and
recovery.
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Note: This article provides an overview based on available data as of March 2022 and is
intended for informational purposes. Ongoing developments in COVID-19 research and
vaccination efforts may alter the landscape.
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