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Exercise 2 Tell Whether You Would Add A Subject (s), Verb (v), Or A Main Clause (m) To Form A
Complete is an essential practice for mastering the fundamentals of sentence structure in English. Whether
you're a student learning English as a second language or someone looking to improve your writing skills,
understanding how to identify and add necessary components to incomplete sentences is crucial. This
exercise helps you recognize the missing parts—subjects, verbs, or entire main clauses—and learn how to
construct complete and meaningful sentences. In this article, we will explore the importance of these

exercises, how to approach them, and practical tips to enhance your understanding of sentence construction.

Understanding the Components of a Complete Sentence

What is a Subject?

A subject is the person, place, thing, or idea that performs the action or is described in the sentence. It
usually answers the question "who" or "what" about the verb. For example:

- The dog barked loudly.
- She is reading a book.

Subjects are essential because they tell the reader who or what the sentence is about.

What is a Verb?

A verb expresses the action or state of being. It tells what the subject does or links the subject to additional
information. For instance:

- The dog barked loudly.
- She is reading a book.

Without a verb, a sentence cannot express a complete thought.

What is a Main Clause?

A main clause contains a subject and a predicate (verb) and expresses a complete idea. It can stand alone as a

sentence. For example:



- The cat slept.

- I went to the market.

Incomplete sentences often lack either a subject, a verb, or both, which is where Exercise 2 comes into

play.

How to Approach Exercise 2: Identifying What to Add

Step 1: Read the Sentence Carefully

Begin by carefully reading the given sentence. Identify whether it is a fragment or an incomplete
thought. Look for missing components:

- Is there a subject?

- Is there a verb?

- Does the sentence express a complete idea?

Step 2: Determine What Is Missing

Based on your analysis:
- If the sentence lacks a subject, you will need to add a subject (s).
- If the sentence has a subject but no verb, you will add a verb (v).

- If it’s missing both a subject and a verb but expresses a complete idea, you may need to add a main clause

Step 3: Decide What to Add

Once you've identified what's missing, determine the appropriate component:
- For a missing subject, think of a noun or pronoun that fits the context.
- For a missing verb, choose an action or linking verb that makes sense.

- For a missing main clause, add a complete thought that can stand alone.

Practical Tips for Success in Exercise 2

1. Understand Sentence Fragments

A fragment is an incomplete sentence lacking one or more essential parts. Recognizing fragments helps you

focus on what needs to be added.



2. Use Context Clues

Pay attention to the surrounding sentences or the overall paragraph to determine what subject or verb

makes sense.

3. Practice with Examples

Regularly practicing with example sentences enhances your ability to quickly identify what's missing and

how to correct it.

4. Learn Common Subjects and Verbs

Familiarize yourself with common subjects (e.g., I, you, he, she, it, we, they) and verbs to make quick and

accurate additions.

5. Check for Complete Ideas

After adding the missing component, reread the sentence to ensure it expresses a complete idea and makes

sense.

Sample Exercises and How to Approach Them

Example 1: Incomplete Sentence

- _Went to the store._

Analysis: Lacks a subject and possibly a main clause.
What to add: Subject (e.g., I, she, they) and possibly a main clause.

Possible correction: I went to the store.

Example 2: Missing Verb
- _The children playing in the park._
Analysis: Has a subject ("The children") but no verb.

What to add: Verb (e.g., are playing, were playing).
Correction: The children are playing in the park.



Example 3: Missing Main Clause
- _Because she was tired._
Analysis: A subordinate clause that can't stand alone.

‘What to add: Main clause to complete the thought.

Correction: She went to bed early because she was tired.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

1. Confusing Fragments with Complete Sentences

Practice identifying whether a sentence can stand alone. Use checklists or sentence diagrams to clarify.

2. Choosing Appropriate Words

Select subjects and verbs that logically fit the context. Reading widely improves your vocabulary and

understanding.

3. Ensuring Sentence Coherence

After adding components, ensure the sentence flows well and maintains clarity.

Conclusion

Exercise 2, which involves determining whether to add a subject (s), a verb (v), or a main clause (m), is a
foundational skill in developing strong writing and editing abilities. By mastering the identification of
missing components and understanding how to add them appropriately, you enhance your ability to craft
clear, complete sentences. Regular practice, attention to context, and a solid grasp of basic sentence structure
will significantly improve your language proficiency. Remember, the goal is to create sentences that are
grammatically correct and communicate your ideas effectively. With patience and consistent effort, you

will become confident in analyzing and correcting incomplete sentences through Exercise 2.

Frequently Asked Questions



How do I determine if I need to add a subject when forming a complete

sentence?

You need to add a subject if the sentence lacks a noun or pronoun that performs the action or is being

described, making it incomplete.

When should I add a verb to make a sentence complete?

A verb should be added if the sentence lacks an action or state of being, ensuring the sentence has a

predicate to convey meaning.

‘What is a main clause, and how do I know when to add one?

A main clause contains a subject and a verb and expresses a complete thought. You add a main clause when

your sentence is incomplete or missing these core components.

Can a sentence be complete without a main clause?

No, a sentence cannot be complete without a main clause because it needs both a subject and a verb to

convey a complete idea.

How does identifying whether to add an s, v, or m help improve

sentence structure?

It helps you correct incomplete sentences by ensuring they have the necessary components—subject, verb,

or both—to make them clear and grammatically correct.

Are there situations where adding only a subject or only a verb is

sufficient to complete a sentence?

Yes, if the sentence has a subject but lacks a verb, adding a verb completes the predicate; similarly, if it has

a verb but no subject, adding a subject completes the sentence. Often, both are needed for a full main clause.

Additional Resources

Exercise 2: Tell Whether You Would Add a Subject (s), Verb (v), Or A Main Clause (m) To Form A

Complete Sentence

In the realm of English language mastery, constructing clear and complete sentences is fundamental.
Among the various exercises designed to enhance grammatical accuracy, Exercise 2—determining whether

to add a subject, a verb, or a main clause—is particularly pivotal. This task challenges learners to analyze



incomplete or fragmentary sentences and recognize what essential component is missing for the sentence to
stand independently and convey a complete thought. As we delve into this exercise, it becomes clear that
understanding the role of subjects, verbs, and main clauses is crucial not only for academic success but also

for effective communication in everyday life.

Understanding the Components of a Complete Sentence

Before dissecting the specifics of Exercise 2, it’s important to revisit the core elements that constitute a

complete sentence in English.

What Is a Main Clause?

A main clause, also known as an independent clause, is a group of words containing a subject and a

predicate that expresses a complete thought. It can stand alone as a sentence. For example:

- "The sun sets in the west."

- "She enjoys reading."

A main clause provides the foundational structure for sentences, and when it’s missing, the sentence often

becomes incomplete or a fragment.

The Role of a Subject (s)

The subject is the person, place, thing, or idea that performs the action or is described in the sentence. It

answers the question "who?" or "what?" about the verb. For example:

- "The cat" in "The cat sleeps."

- "They" in "They are arriving soon."

Without a subject, the verb has no doer or topic, rendering the sentence incomplete.

The Role of a Verb (v)

The verb indicates the action or state of being. It is essential for expressing what the subject does or what is

happening. For example:

- "Runs" in "She runs every morning."

- "Is" in "He is happy."

Without a verb, a sentence cannot describe an action or state, and thus, cannot stand alone as a complete
thought.



The Purpose of Exercise 2: Diagnosing Sentence Fragments

Exercise 2 challenges learners to analyze incomplete sentences or sentence fragments and determine what

is needed to make them complete. Essentially, students are asked:
- Does the sentence lack a subject?
- Is there a missing verb?

- Is the sentence merely a phrase or a dependent clause that requires additional information?

By correctly identifying what's missing, learners can practice constructing grammatically correct sentences

and improve their editing skills.

Strategies for Approaching Exercise 2

Effective strategies involve a systematic analysis of the sentence fragment:

1. Identify the Existing Components

Start by reading the sentence carefully. Determine if there is a subject and a verb present.
- Example: "Running fast."

- No subject, only a verb phrase.

- Example: "The dog."

- Has a subject but no verb.

2. Determine if the sentence expresses a complete thought

Ask yourself if the sentence as it stands makes sense and can stand alone.

- Incomplete: "Because I was late." (Dependent clause)

- Complete: "Because | was late, I missed the bus." (Main clause added)

3. Decide what to add

Based on your analysis:

- Add a subject if missing (e.g., "She" or "The teacher").

- Add a verb if missing (e.g., "is" or "runs").

- Add a main clause or combine with another clause to form a complete sentence.



Common Scenarios in Exercise 2

Let's explore typical situations where students need to decide what to add:

Scenario 1: Missing Subject

Fragment: "Went to the store."

Analysis: The phrase has a verb but no subject. It’s a fragment unless the subject is clarified.

Correction: Add a subject: "She went to the store.” or "They went to the store."

Scenario 2: Missing Verb

Fragment: "The boy the ball."

Analysis: No verb present. It's a noun phrase that lacks an action or linking verb.

Correction: Add a verb: "The boy caught the ball." or "The boy is playing with the ball."

Scenario 3: Fragment with a Dependent Clause

Fragment: "Because I was tired."

Analysis: This is a subordinate clause that cannot stand alone.

Correction: Add a main clause: "Because I was tired, I went to bed early."

Practical Applications of Exercise 2

This exercise is not just an academic drill but a vital skill for real-world communication and writing.

Recognizing sentence fragments and knowing how to correct them ensures clarity and professionalism.

In Academic Writing:
Students often submit essays with incomplete sentences. Identifying whether a sentence needs a subject,

verb, or a main clause helps improve the overall coherence of the paper.

In Professional Communication:

Emails, reports, and presentations benefit from complete sentences that effectively convey ideas.



Recognizing incomplete fragments and correcting them enhances credibility.

In Daily Conversation:
Even casual speech can be riddled with fragments. Understanding what makes a sentence complete allows

for clearer, more effective spoken communication.

Tips for Mastering Exercise 2
To excel at this exercise, learners should adopt the following habits:

- Practice Sentence Analysis: Regularly dissect sentences to identify missing components.
- Memorize Sentence Structures: Know the basic subject-verb-object pattern.

- Use Editing Tools: Leverage grammar checkers to spot fragments.

- Read Extensively: Exposure to well-structured sentences improves intuition.

- Write Regularly: Practice constructing complete sentences in various contexts.

Conclusion: Building Stronger Sentence Foundations

Exercise 2, which involves identifying whether a subject, verb, or main clause needs to be added to
complete a sentence, is fundamental in mastering English grammar. It sharpens learners’ editing skills,
enhances their understanding of sentence structure, and ultimately leads to clearer, more effective
communication. Whether for academic pursuits, professional endeavors, or everyday interactions, the

ability to recognize and correct sentence fragments is invaluable.

By systematically analyzing sentence components, practicing correction strategies, and understanding the
roles of subjects, verbs, and main clauses, learners can confidently construct complete sentences. This
exercise serves as both a diagnostic tool and a learning opportunity—building stronger writing foundations

one sentence at a time.
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