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Understanding the Importance of Linking Verbs in English

Grammar

English grammar can seem complex at first glance, especially when it comes to identifying different
types of verbs. Among these, linking verbs play a crucial role in connecting the subject of a sentence
to additional information about it. To improve your grammatical skills, practicing exercises that focus on
recognizing linking verbs is highly beneficial. One such exercise involves underlining the linking verb(s)
in each sentence and then circling the word or words that follow. This process helps learners
understand how sentences are constructed and enhances their ability to identify key grammatical

elements.

What Is a Linking Verb?



Definition and Function

A linking verb is a type of verb that connects the subject of a sentence to a subject complement, which
provides more information about the subject. Unlike action verbs, which express physical or mental

actions, linking verbs serve as a bridge to describe or identify the subject.

Common linking verbs include:

- Be (am, is, are, was, were, be, been, being)
- Become

- Seem

- Appear

- Feel

- Look

- Sound

- Taste

- Smell

Examples of Linking Verbs in Sentences

- She is a talented musician.
- The soup smells delicious.
- They became friends after meeting.

- The sky looks clear today.

Recognizing these verbs is essential for understanding sentence structure and meaning.



Exercise 2: How to Practice Identifying Linking Verbs

Instructions for the Exercise

To effectively practice, follow these steps:
1. Read each sentence carefully.
2. Underline the linking verb(s) present in the sentence.

3. Circle the word or words that come directly after the linking verb.

This method helps reinforce the identification of the linking verb and its complement, improving

grammatical accuracy.

Sample Sentences for Practice

Below are several sentences designed for this exercise. Practice by underlining the linking verb(s) and
then circling the words that follow.

1. The flowers are beautiful in the spring.

2. My brother seems tired after his long trip.

3. The cake tastes amazing with fresh berries.

4. He was the best player on the team.

5. The weather looks promising for a picnic.



6. The children became excited when they saw the magician.
7. The book is on the table.

8. The coffee smells wonderful this morning.

9. She felt happy about her exam results.

10. The movie appears interesting based on the trailer.

Remember: After identifying the linking verb, focus on the word or words immediately following it, as

these typically provide additional information about the subject.

Tips for Mastering Linking Verbs and Sentence Structure

1. Familiarize Yourself with Common Linking Verbs

Knowing the list of common linking verbs simplifies the identification process. Practice spotting these

verbs in various sentences to become more comfortable.

2. Pay Attention to Sentence Meaning

Linking verbs often connect the subject to a description or identification. If the sentence describes a

state of being or condition, a linking verb is likely present.



3. Practice with Different Sentence Types

Use exercises with affirmative, negative, and interrogative sentences to develop a comprehensive

understanding.

4, Use Visual Aids and Charts

Create charts listing common linking verbs and example sentences to reinforce learning.

Additional Practice Exercises to Improve Your Skills

Exercise 3: Fill in the Blanks

Complete the sentences below by choosing the correct linking verb from the options provided.

1. The sky ___ cloudy today. (is / was / are)

2. The cookies ____ freshly baked. (taste / tastes / tasted)
3. My grandmother __ very kind. (is / was / be)

4. The movie __ quite interesting. (seems / seem / is)

5. His explanation clear and concise. (was / are / is)

Exercise 4: Identify and Explain

Read each sentence, underline the linking verb, and write a brief explanation of what it links.



1. The night became silent.

2. The students are excited about the field trip.

3. The soup smells spicy.

4. She looks tired today.

5. The children seemed happy after playing outside.
Sample answer:

- Sentence: "The night became silent."

- Linking verb: became

- Explanation: It links the subject "night" to the adjective "silent," describing the state of the night.

The Benefits of Mastering Linking Verbs

Enhanced Grammar Skills

Understanding linking verbs helps in constructing correct and meaningful sentences, which is

fundamental for effective communication.

Improved Reading Comprehension

Recognizing how sentences are built allows readers to better grasp the meaning and nuances of texts.

Better Writing Abilities

Knowing when and how to use linking verbs results in clearer, more descriptive writing.



Conclusion: Practice Makes Perfect

Mastering the identification of linking verbs through exercises like underlining and circling the words
that follow is a valuable step in learning English grammar. Regular practice with sentences of varying
complexity will strengthen your understanding and make your speech and writing more precise.
Remember to review common linking verbs, pay attention to sentence context, and utilize different

practice exercises to enhance your skills.

By dedicating time to exercises such as "Underline the linking verb(s) in each sentence and then circle
the word or words after," you build a solid foundation for mastering sentence structure and
grammatical accuracy. Keep practicing consistently, and you'll notice significant improvements in your

understanding of English grammar, leading to more confident communication.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of Exercise 2, which involves underlining and
circling?

The main goal is to identify linking verbs in sentences and then circle the words that follow them.

Which type of verbs are students asked to underline in this exercise?

Students are asked to underline linking verbs in each sentence.



After underlining the linking verb, what are students supposed to do
next?

They are supposed to circle the word or words that come after the linking verb.

Can you give an example of a sentence from this exercise and explain
the process?

For example, in 'The sky is blue,' students underline 'is' as the linking verb and circle 'blue'.

Why is it important to identify linking verbs in sentences?

Identifying linking verbs helps understand how they connect the subject to additional information or

descriptions.

Are there common linking verbs students should look for during this

exercise?

Yes, common linking verbs include 'is,’ 'am,' ‘are,' 'was,' 'were,' 'be," 'been,' and 'being.'

What skills does this exercise help develop in students?

It helps improve grammar skills, sentence analysis, and understanding of how sentences are

constructed.

How can practicing this exercise benefit students in their overall
language learning?

Practicing helps students recognize sentence structures, improves reading comprehension, and

enhances writing clarity.



Additional Resources
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Introduction to Linking Verbs and Their Significance in

Grammar

In the realm of English grammar, understanding the function of various verbs is essential for

constructing clear, effective sentences. Among these, linking verbs serve as the grammatical glue that
connects the subject of a sentence with its complement, often describing the subject's state or identity.
Recognizing and correctly identifying linking verbs is not only crucial for grammatical accuracy but also

enhances your overall writing clarity and comprehension.

Exercise 2, which involves underlining linking verbs and circling the words that follow, is an educational
tool designed to sharpen your skills in this area. This exercise simulates the process of grammatical
analysis, akin to how language experts dissect sentences to understand their structure. Whether you're
a student striving for mastery or a language enthusiast seeking refinement, this task provides valuable

practice.

In this article, we will delve into the purpose and methodology of Exercise 2, explore the types of

linking verbs, analyze example sentences, and provide practical tips for mastering this important skill.



Understanding Linking Verbs: Definition and Examples

What Are Linking Verbs?

Linking verbs are a specific category of verbs that do not express action but instead serve to connect
the subject of a sentence with additional information, often a noun or an adjective that describes or

identifies the subject. Unlike action verbs like "run," "jump," or "write," linking verbs do not show

physical or mental activity but establish a relationship.

Common linking verbs include:

- Forms of "be": am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been

- Sensory verbs used as linking verbs: look, sound, smell, taste, feel

- Verbs indicating states of being or existence: seem, appear, become, remain, stay, stay, turn, prove
Examples:

- She is a teacher.

- The soup tastes delicious.

- He becomes tired after a long day.

- The sky looks cloudy.

In these sentences, the underlined verbs (is, tastes, becomes, looks) are linking verbs because they

connect the subject with a complement that describes or identifies it.

The Role of Linking Verbs in Sentences

Linking verbs are pivotal for providing descriptive or identifying information about the subject. They



serve as an equal sign in a sentence, equating the subject with its complement.

For example:

- The flowers are beautiful.

Here, are links "flowers" to the adjective "beautiful," giving us insight into their appearance.

Without linking verbs, sentences could become fragmented or less informative. Recognizing them

allows you to understand sentence structure better and craft sentences with precision.

Exercise 2: Methodology and Approach

Objective of the Exercise

The primary goal of Exercise 2 is to enhance your grammatical awareness by:

1. Identifying linking verbs within sentences.
2. Underlining these linking verbs to highlight their position.
3. Circling the words or phrases that follow these verbs, which typically serve as complements, such

as adjectives, nouns, or pronouns.

This dual-action process forces you to analyze sentence structure actively, fostering a deeper

understanding of how linking verbs function.



Step-by-Step Approach

To approach this exercise effectively, consider the following steps:

1. Read the sentence carefully.

Focus on understanding the overall meaning before analyzing grammatical components.

2. Identify the verb(s).
Look for the main verb(s) in the sentence, paying particular attention to forms of "be" and other

common linking verbs.

3. Determine if the verb is linking or action.
Ask yourself: Does this verb express an action, or does it link the subject to additional information?
- If it links the subject to a complement, underline it.

- If it expresses action, do not underline it.

4. Underline the linking verb.

Mark it clearly to distinguish it from action verbs.

5. Circle the word or words after the linking verb.

These are usually adjectives, nouns, or pronouns that describe or identify the subject.

6. Review your work.
Confirm that the underlined verb indeed functions as a linking verb and that the circled words logically

follow and describe or identify the subject.



Analyzing Sample Sentences: Practical Application

Let's explore some sample sentences to demonstrate this process:
Sample Sentence 1:

The sky is blue today.

- Step 1: The main verb is "is."

- Step 2: Recognize "is" as a form of "be," which is a linking verb.
- Step 3: Underline "is."

- Step 4: Circle "blue today", which follows the linking verb and describes the sky.

Analysis:

"Is" links "the sky" to "blue today," an adjective phrase describing the sky's appearance.

Sample Sentence 2:
She became a skilled musician after years of practice.

- Step 1: The main verb is "became."
- Step 2: "Became" functions as a linking verb indicating a change of state.
- Step 3: Underline "became."

- Step 4: Circle "a skilled musician," which identifies who she became.

Analysis:

Here, "became” links "she" to the noun phrase "a skilled musician," providing identification.



Sample Sentence 3:

The flowers smell wonderful in the morning.

- Step 1: The verb "smell" can be action or linking.

- Step 2: Determine if "smell" is linking or action.

- Step 3: Since it describes the state of the flowers' scent, it functions as a linking verb.
- Step 4: Underline "smell."

- Step 5: Circle "wonderful in the morning," describing the flowers.

Analysis:

"Smell" links the subject to the adjective "wonderful," describing the scent.

Common Challenges and Tips for Mastery

While Exercise 2 appears straightforward, several challenges can arise. Here are common pitfalls and

expert tips:
Challenges:

- Confusing action verbs with linking verbs:

For example, "He runs fast" (action) vs. "He is happy" (linking).

- Verbs that serve multiple functions:

Some verbs, like "look," "feel," and "taste," can be action or linking depending on context.

- Complex sentences with multiple verbs:

Identifying the correct linking verb among several can be tricky.



Tips for Success:

1. Focus on the function, not just the form:
Determine if the verb is linking by asking: Does the verb connect the subject to a description or

identification?

2. Use context clues:
The words following the verb often give clues—adjectives, nouns, or pronouns typically follow linking

verbs.

3. Check the sentence's meaning:

If the sentence makes sense when the verb is replaced with "equals" or "is," it's likely a linking verb.

4. Practice with varied sentences:

Exposure to different sentence structures enhances recognition skills.

5. Review lists of common linking verbs regularly:

Familiarity with common forms simplifies identification during exercises.

Conclusion: The Power of Grammatical Precision

Mastering Exercise 2—identifying and analyzing linking verbs—is more than an academic task; it's a
foundational skill that elevates your command of English. By diligently underlining linking verbs and
circling the words that follow, you engage in active learning that sharpens your grammatical intuition.
This practice not only improves sentence construction but also deepens your understanding of how

language functions to convey meaning.

Whether you're preparing for exams, enhancing your writing, or simply aiming for clearer



communication, honing your ability to recognize linking verbs and their complements is invaluable.
Remember, the process requires patience, attention to detail, and consistent practice. Over time, this
exercise will become second nature, enriching your grammatical toolkit and empowering your mastery

of the English language.

Happy practicing!
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