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Understanding and mastering sentence structure is essential for effective communication and
writing skills. One common exercise that helps learners improve their grasp of subjects within
sentences is "Exercise 3: Draw One Line Under The Complete Subject In Each Sentence. Draw Two
Lines Under The Correct." This exercise not only enhances grammatical awareness but also
sharpens reading comprehension. In this article, we will explore the purpose of this exercise,
provide detailed guidance on how to perform it, and discuss its benefits for learners of all levels.

What Is the Complete Subject in a Sentence?

Definition of the Complete Subject
The complete subject of a sentence includes the main noun or pronoun and all its modifiers. It tells
us who or what the sentence is about. For example, in the sentence "The small boy with the red hat
runs quickly," the complete subject is "The small boy with the red hat."

Difference Between Simple and Complete Subject
- Simple Subject: The main noun or pronoun without any modifiers. For example, "boy" in the
sentence above.
- Complete Subject: The simple subject plus all accompanying modifiers. In the earlier example, "The
small boy with the red hat."

Understanding the Exercise: Drawing Under the
Complete Subject

Purpose of the Exercise
This exercise aims to help students:
- Identify the complete subject within various sentences.
- Differentiate between the complete subject and other parts of the sentence.
- Improve grammatical accuracy and sentence analysis skills.



How to Complete the Exercise
1. Read each sentence carefully.
2. Identify the complete subject—usually the noun or pronoun and all words that modify it.
3. Draw one line under the complete subject.
4. Among the options provided (if any), select the correct complete subject and draw two lines under
it.

Example of the Exercise
Suppose the sentence is:
- "The big, friendly dog barked loudly."

Your task:
- Draw one line under the complete subject: "The big, friendly dog."
- Then, if options are given, select the correct complete subject and draw two lines under it.

This practice encourages learners to analyze sentence structures carefully.

Step-by-Step Guide to Performing the Exercise

Step 1: Read the Sentence Carefully
Pay close attention to every word. Understanding the meaning helps in correctly identifying the
subject.

Step 2: Find the Main Noun or Pronoun
Identify who or what the sentence is about. The main noun or pronoun is typically the core of the
complete subject.

Step 3: Include Modifiers and Descriptors
Add any words that modify or describe the main noun or pronoun to form the complete subject.

Step 4: Draw One Line Under the Complete Subject
Once identified, underline the entire complete subject with a single line.

Step 5: Choose the Correct Complete Subject (If Multiple
Options)
- Read all options carefully.



- Determine which option correctly represents the complete subject.
- Draw two lines under the correct option.

Sample Sentences and Practice
Below are some sample sentences with guidance on how to perform the exercise.

1. Sentence: The tall, slender girl in the blue dress sings beautifully.
- Complete subject: The tall, slender girl in the blue dress.
- Exercise: Draw one line under this entire phrase. If options are given, select the correct one and
draw two lines.

2. Sentence: My favorite hobby is painting.
- Complete subject: My favorite hobby.
- Exercise: Underline with one line; select the correct complete subject if options are provided.

3. Sentence: The books on the table belong to Sarah.
- Complete subject: The books on the table.
- Exercise: Underline with one line; choose the correct option.

Why Is This Exercise Important for Learning Grammar?

Enhances Sentence Analysis Skills
By practicing drawing under the complete subject, students become more adept at dissecting
sentences, understanding their structure, and recognizing grammatical components.

Improves Reading Comprehension
Identifying the subject helps in understanding who or what the sentence is about, leading to better
comprehension of the text.

Prepares for Advanced Grammar Topics
Mastering the identification of subjects lays a foundation for studying more complex grammatical
constructs such as compound subjects, compound sentences, and sentence diagramming.

Tips for Effective Practice

Start with simple sentences and gradually move to more complex ones.

Use highlighters or colored pencils to differentiate parts of sentences visually.



Practice regularly to develop speed and accuracy.

Review your answers with teachers, tutors, or answer keys to understand mistakes.

Combine this exercise with other grammar activities for comprehensive learning.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Confusing the subject with the predicate or other parts of the sentence.1.

Overlooking modifiers that are part of the complete subject.2.

Drawing lines that are too short or too long, making it unclear which words are included.3.

Not paying attention to sentences with compound subjects or complex structures.4.

Additional Resources for Practice

- Worksheets and printable exercises focused on identifying subjects.
- Online grammar games that reinforce sentence analysis skills.
- Teacher-led activities that include peer correction and discussion.
- Sentence diagramming tools to visualize sentence structure.

Conclusion

Mastering the skill of drawing one line under the complete subject and accurately selecting the
correct subject with two lines is a vital component of grammar proficiency. This exercise sharpens
your ability to analyze sentences, understand their structure, and communicate more effectively.
Whether you are a student learning English or an educator seeking engaging teaching methods,
incorporating "Exercise 3: Draw One Line Under The Complete Subject In Each Sentence. Draw Two
Lines Under The Correct" can significantly enhance grammatical understanding. Regular practice,
attention to detail, and a clear grasp of sentence components will lead to greater confidence in
reading and writing skills.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main objective of Exercise 3: Draw One Line Under
The Complete Subject?
The main objective is to help students identify and underline the complete subject in each sentence
correctly.

How do you determine the complete subject in a sentence
during this exercise?
You find the part of the sentence that tells who or what the sentence is about, including all words
that make up the subject, and draw one line under it.

What is the difference between drawing one line and two lines
in this exercise?
Drawing one line is for underlining the complete subject, while drawing two lines is for highlighting
the correct answer among options or to emphasize the correct subject.

Why is it important to identify the complete subject in a
sentence?
Identifying the complete subject helps improve understanding of sentence structure, grammar, and
enhances reading comprehension skills.

Can you give an example of a sentence and how to underline
the complete subject?
Yes, for example: 'The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.' The complete subject is 'The quick
brown fox,' so you draw one line under those words.

What should you do if there are multiple options in the
exercise and you need to draw two lines?
You should select the correct complete subject from the options and draw two lines beneath it to
indicate the correct answer.

How does practicing this exercise improve language skills?
Practicing drawing lines under the complete subject enhances students' ability to identify sentence
components, improving grammar, reading, and writing skills.

Additional Resources
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Understanding sentence structure is fundamental to mastering the English language. Among various
grammatical exercises, one particularly effective method involves identifying the complete subject in
a sentence and distinguishing the correct subject when multiple options are present. This exercise,
often titled "Draw One Line Under The Complete Subject In Each Sentence. Draw Two Lines Under
The Correct," serves as a vital tool for students aiming to enhance their syntactic comprehension
and grammatical accuracy. In this article, we will explore the significance of this exercise, unpack its
methodology, and offer detailed strategies to execute it effectively, thereby empowering learners to
refine their sentence analysis skills.

---

The Significance of Identifying the Complete Subject

What Is the Complete Subject?

The complete subject of a sentence comprises all the words that tell us who or what the sentence is
about. It may include simple subjects (usually a noun or pronoun) or a complex phrase containing
modifiers, adjectives, or other descriptive words that form a complete idea about the subject.

Example:
The tall boy with a red cap is running.

Here, "The tall boy with a red cap" is the complete subject because it describes who is performing
the action.

Why Is Recognizing the Complete Subject Important?

- Enhances Sentence Comprehension: Knowing the complete subject helps readers understand the
main focus of a sentence, clarifying who or what is involved.
- Improves Sentence Construction Skills: Proper identification aids in constructing grammatically
correct sentences, especially when subject-verb agreement is involved.
- Facilitates Error Detection: Recognizing the complete subject allows learners to spot grammatical
mistakes, such as incorrect verb forms or misplaced modifiers.
- Prepares for Advanced Grammar Tasks: Tasks like parsing complex sentences, diagramming
sentences, or editing require precise identification of sentence components.

---

The Methodology of the Exercise

Step 1: Recognize the Complete Subject

In this exercise, students are presented with sentences where the complete subject is underlined
with a single line. The goal is to identify this entire subject, including all modifiers and descriptive
phrases.

Example:
The old man with a white beard walks slowly.

The complete subject is "The old man with a white beard," which should be underlined with one line.



Step 2: Differentiate Between Multiple Subjects

Some sentences may contain multiple potential subjects or compound subjects. The task is to
determine which is the complete subject and which are separate or auxiliary components.

Example:
The students and their teacher are in the classroom.

Here, the complete subject is "The students and their teacher." Both are part of the subject,
connected by "and."

Step 3: Draw Two Lines Under the Correct Subject

From the options provided, learners must identify the correct complete subject and draw two lines
beneath it. This process involves critical analysis, especially when sentences include distractors or
similar phrases.

Example:
Choose the correct complete subject:
a) The cats / The cats in the garden / The cats in the garden near the fence.

- The correct complete subject: "The cats in the garden near the fence" (draw two lines here).

---

Strategies for Successfully Completing the Exercise

1. Focus on the Main Noun or Pronoun

Begin by locating the main noun or pronoun that tells who or what the sentence is about. This often
serves as the core of the complete subject.

Tip:
Ignore modifiers initially; focus on the central noun or pronoun.

2. Identify Modifiers and Descriptive Phrases

Once the main noun is found, look for words that describe or limit it, such as adjectives,
prepositional phrases, or clauses.

Example:
The young girl with curly hair is singing.

Main noun: "girl"
Modifiers: "The young girl with curly hair"

The entire phrase is the complete subject.

3. Recognize Compound Subjects

When two or more subjects are joined by conjunctions like "and" or "or," treat each as part of the



complete subject.

Example:
The dog and the cat are friends.

Complete subject: "The dog and the cat."

4. Eliminate Distractors

In multiple-choice options, eliminate phrases that are not part of the complete subject. Focus on the
words that directly tell who or what the sentence is about.

5. Practice with Varied Sentences

Regular practice with sentences of varying complexity enhances skill. Incorporate sentences with:

- Simple subjects
- Compound subjects
- Subjects with multiple modifiers
- Sentences with embedded clauses

---

Practical Examples and Practice Exercises

Example 1:
Select the complete subject and underline it with one line; then, identify the correct one and
underline it with two lines.

a) The children playing in the park / The children playing in the park near the slide / The children
playing in the park near the slide after school.

- Complete subject: "The children playing in the park near the slide after school" (two lines).

Example 2:
Identify the complete subject:
My neighbor's dog barks loudly every night.

- Complete subject: "My neighbor's dog."

---

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

1. Confusing the Subject with the Complete Predicate

Some students mistake the complete predicate (the part of the sentence that tells what the subject
does) for the subject. To avoid this, consistently ask, "Who or what is this sentence about?" before
marking.

2. Overlooking Modifiers



Modifiers can be lengthy and may be overlooked if students focus only on the main noun. Practice
identifying and including all descriptive words that are part of the complete subject.

3. Handling Compound Subjects

When multiple subjects are joined, students may forget to include all parts. Remember to look for
conjunctions and treat each as part of the complete subject.

---

Benefits of Mastering the Exercise

- Enhanced Grammar Skills: Students become adept at parsing complex sentences, improving overall
language proficiency.
- Preparation for Examinations: Many language assessments test knowledge of sentence
components; proficiency in this exercise boosts confidence.
- Improved Writing Clarity: Understanding sentence structure helps in constructing clear and
grammatically correct sentences.

---

Conclusion

The exercise titled "Draw One Line Under The Complete Subject In Each Sentence. Draw Two Lines
Under The Correct" is a fundamental yet powerful tool in mastering English syntax. By
systematically identifying the complete subject and distinguishing it from distractors or similar
phrases, learners develop keen grammatical awareness. Practicing this exercise across diverse
sentence structures enhances comprehension, supports effective communication, and lays a solid
foundation for more advanced language skills. Whether for students, teachers, or language
enthusiasts, honing this skill is an essential step toward grammatical mastery and linguistic
confidence.
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