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Introduction

Language learning, especially English grammar, can sometimes be challenging
due to the complex structures and rules that govern sentence formation. Among
these structures, noun clauses are an essential component that enriches
sentences by providing additional information, expressing opinions,
questions, or feelings. Recognizing and correctly identifying noun clauses
not only enhances your grammatical accuracy but also improves your overall
communication skills.

This exercise focuses on underlining noun clauses within sentences and
labeling their grammatical functions—whether they act as the direct object
(D.o.) or the subject (Subj.) of the sentence. Mastering this skill is
crucial for students, writers, and English language enthusiasts aiming to
attain fluency and precision in their language use.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore:

- What noun clauses are and their role in sentence structure.
- How to identify noun clauses within sentences.
- The importance of correctly labeling noun clauses as direct objects or
subjects.
- Step-by-step examples with detailed explanations.
- Practice exercises to reinforce learning.

Whether you are a beginner or looking to refine your grammatical skills, this
article provides valuable insights into understanding and mastering noun
clauses in English.

---

Understanding Noun Clauses

What Is a Noun Clause?

A noun clause is a dependent clause that functions as a noun within a
sentence. It can act as a subject, direct object, indirect object, or object
of a preposition. Noun clauses often begin with words like "what," "who,"
"whom," "whose," "which," "why," "where," "when," "how," or "that."

Examples of noun clauses:

- What she said surprised everyone. (acts as the subject)
- I don't know where he lives. (acts as the direct object)
- That you are here is important. (acts as the subject)
- She asked who was at the door. (acts as the direct object)



Key Features of Noun Clauses

- They are dependent clauses and cannot stand alone as complete sentences.
- They often answer questions like "what," "who," "which," etc.
- They are introduced by relative pronouns or conjunctions such as "that,"
"what," "why," "how," etc.

---

The Importance of Identifying Noun Clauses

Knowing how to identify noun clauses enhances your understanding of sentence
structure. It helps in:

- Improving grammatical accuracy in writing and speaking.
- Enhancing comprehension when reading complex sentences.
- Aiding in sentence diagramming and syntax analysis.
- Preparing for standardized tests that assess grammar skills.

Furthermore, correctly identifying whether a noun clause is a subject or a
direct object helps in understanding the sentence's meaning and structure
more clearly.

---

How to Identify Noun Clauses in Sentences

Step 1: Look for Introductory Words

Noun clauses typically begin with words such as:

- "What," "Who," "Whom," "Whose," "Which," "Why," "Where," "When," "How,"
"That."

Step 2: Find the Clause's Function

Determine how the clause functions in the sentence:

- Subject (Subj.): The noun clause acts as the subject performing the action.
- Direct Object (D.o.): The noun clause receives the action of the verb.

Step 3: Underline the Noun Clause

Identify the clause within the sentence and underline it. This visual cue
helps in understanding its grammatical role.

Step 4: Label the Function

After underlining, label the clause as Subj. if it functions as the subject
or D.o. if it functions as the direct object.

---

Examples of Noun Clauses with Identification and Labeling

Let's explore some sentences with detailed analysis.

Example 1



Sentence:
I believe that honesty is the best policy.

Analysis:
- The clause "that honesty is the best policy" begins with "that".
- It answers the question "What do I believe?"
- Therefore, it functions as the Direct Object (D.o.) of the verb "believe."

Underlined and labeled:
I believe that honesty is the best policy. (D.o.)

---

Example 2

Sentence:
What she said surprised everyone.

Analysis:
- The clause "What she said" begins with "What".
- It is the subject of the sentence, performing the action "surprised."
- Thus, it is the Subject (Subj.).

Underlined and labeled:
What she said surprised everyone. (Subj.)

---

Example 3

Sentence:
Do you know where the keys are?

Analysis:
- The clause "where the keys are" starts with "where," indicating a question.
- It answers "Do you know what?" and acts as the Direct Object (D.o.) of
"know."

Underlined and labeled:
Do you know where the keys are? (D.o.)

---

Practical Exercise: Underline and Label Noun Clauses

Below are sentences for practice. Underline the noun clause in each sentence
and label it as D.o. (Direct Object) or Subj. (Subject).

1. That he passed the exam was a surprise to everyone.
2. I wonder why she left early.
3. The fact that he is honest is admirable.
4. What you said made me think.
5. She asked who was calling.
6. That the project was completed on time pleased the manager.
7. Can you tell me how to get to the station?
8. Whoever arrives first will get the best seat.
9. They didn't know what to do next.
10. It is clear that he is the best candidate.



---

Step-by-Step Solution for the Practice Sentences

1. That he passed the exam — begins with "That", acts as the subject — Subj.
2. why she left early — begins with "why," acts as the direct object of "I
wonder" — D.o.
3. that he is honest — begins with "that," acts as the subject — Subj.
4. What you said — begins with "What," acts as the subject — Subj.
5. who was calling — begins with "who," acts as the direct object of "She
asked" — D.o.
6. That the project was completed on time — begins with "That," acts as the
subject — Subj.
7. how to get to the station — begins with "how," acts as the direct object
of "tell me" — D.o.
8. Whoever arrives first — begins with "Whoever," acts as the subject — Subj.
9. what to do next — begins with "what," acts as the direct object of "they
didn't know" — D.o.
10. that he is the best candidate — begins with "that," acts as the subject —
Subj.

---

Tips for Mastering Noun Clauses

- Pay attention to introductory words: Words like "what," "who," "why,"
"how," and "that" are strong indicators of noun clauses.
- Identify the function: Determine whether the clause acts as the subject or
object to understand its role.
- Practice with varied sentences: Exposure to different sentence structures
enhances recognition skills.
- Use diagrams: Visualizing sentence structure can help clarify where the
noun clause fits.

---

Importance of Correct Labeling

Correctly identifying whether a noun clause is a subject or a direct object
improves comprehension and grammatical accuracy. Mislabeling can lead to
misunderstandings of sentence meaning and grammatical errors in writing and
speech.

---

Conclusion

Mastering the skill of identifying and labeling noun clauses is a vital step
in advancing your English grammar proficiency. By understanding what noun
clauses are, recognizing their introductory words, and analyzing their
functions within sentences, you enhance both your comprehension and
expressive abilities.

Regular practice with exercises like underlining and labeling noun clauses
will build confidence and fluency. Remember, the key is to observe sentence
patterns carefully and understand the role each clause plays.

Continue practicing with varied sentences, and soon, identifying noun clauses
will become an intuitive part of your grammatical toolkit. Whether for



academic purposes, professional communication, or everyday conversation,
mastering noun clauses will significantly elevate your command of the English
language.

---

Additional Resources

- Grammar textbooks and online grammar exercises for further practice.
- Sentence diagramming tools to visualize clause functions.
- English language learning apps focusing on clause identification and
sentence structure.

---

Final Note

Consistency is crucial for mastery. Dedicate a few minutes daily to practice
identifying and labeling noun clauses. Over

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of Exercise 3 regarding noun
clauses?

The main goal is to identify and underline the noun clause in each sentence
and then label it as D.O. (Direct Object) or Subj. (Subject).

How do you recognize a noun clause in a sentence?

A noun clause typically begins with words like 'what,' 'who,' 'whom,'
'which,' 'that,' or 'how,' and functions as a noun within the sentence.

Why is it important to underline the noun clause in
the exercise?

Underlining helps to visually identify the noun clause, making it easier to
analyze its role and correctly label it as Direct Object or Subject.

Can a noun clause function as both a subject and a
direct object in a sentence?

Yes, a noun clause can serve as either the subject or the direct object
depending on its position and role in the sentence.

What are some common words that introduce noun
clauses in sentences?

Common words include 'what,' 'who,' 'whom,' 'which,' 'that,' and 'how,' which
often introduce noun clauses acting as subjects or objects.



How should I label a noun clause that functions as
the subject in a sentence?

You should label it as 'Subj.' (Subject) after identifying and underlining
the noun clause in the sentence.

Additional Resources
Exercise 3 Underline The Noun Clause In Each Sentence. Then Label It D.o. For
Direct Object, Subj. For: A Comprehensive Guide to Identifying and Labeling
Noun Clauses

Understanding noun clauses is a fundamental skill in mastering English
grammar. These subordinate clauses act as nouns within sentences, performing
various grammatical roles such as subjects, objects, or complements. In
particular, recognizing and correctly labeling noun clauses as direct objects
(D.o.) or subjects (Subj.) enhances both your reading comprehension and
writing clarity. This article provides a detailed, step-by-step guide to
Exercise 3, focusing on how to identify and underline noun clauses in
sentences and label their grammatical functions accurately.

---

What Is a Noun Clause?

Before diving into the exercise, let’s clarify what a noun clause is. A noun
clause is a subordinate clause that functions as a noun within a sentence. It
can serve as:

- The subject of a sentence
- The direct object of a verb
- The indirect object
- The object of a preposition
- A subject complement

Common introductory words for noun clauses include: what, who, whom, whose,
which, when, where, why, how, whether, that.

Examples:
- What she said surprised everyone. (Noun clause as subject)
- I don’t know where he went. (Noun clause as direct object)
- She asked whether you are coming. (Noun clause as direct object)

---

Step-by-Step Guide to Exercise 3

The core of this exercise involves two tasks:

1. Underline the noun clause in each sentence.
2. Label the identified noun clause as D.o. (Direct Object) or Subj.
(Subject).

Let's break down these steps into clear, manageable procedures.

Step 1: Read the Sentence Carefully



Begin by reading the sentence thoroughly to understand its overall meaning.
Context helps in identifying the noun clause because these clauses often
answer questions like:

- Who or what is the sentence about? (subject)
- Whom or what is affected by the action? (direct object)

Step 2: Find the Noun Clause

Look for subordinate clauses introduced by words like what, who, whether,
that, etc. These clauses will often:

- Come after a verb (direct object)
- Be placed at the beginning as the subject
- Act as the complement of a subject or object

Step 3: Underline the Noun Clause

Once identified, underline the entire clause. Determine its boundaries
carefully, especially in complex sentences.

Step 4: Label the Noun Clause

Decide whether the clause functions as:

- Subject (Subj.): The clause acts as the subject of the sentence.
- Direct Object (D.o.): The clause receives the action of the verb and acts
as the object.

In some cases, the clause may serve other functions (e.g., object of a
preposition), but for this exercise, focus on D.o. and Subj.

Step 5: Confirm Your Choice

Re-read the sentence with your labels to ensure they make sense. Ask:

- Does the clause answer "who" or "what" the sentence is about? (Subject)
- Does it answer "whom" or "what" the action is done to? (Direct Object)

---

Practical Examples and Analysis

Let's explore some sample sentences with detailed analysis to illustrate
these steps.

Example 1:

Sentence:
What she decided surprised everyone.

Step 1: Read carefully — the sentence states that a certain thing surprised
everyone.

Step 2: Identify the clause — What she decided.

Step 3: Underline —
__What she decided__ surprised everyone.



Step 4: Label —
__What she decided__ is acting as the subject (Subj.), because it performs
the action of surprising.

Step 5: Confirm —
Does the clause answer "what" the sentence is about? Yes.
Result: Noun clause underlined and labeled as Subj.

---

Example 2:

Sentence:
I don’t know what he wants.

Step 1: Read carefully — the speaker is expressing ignorance about something.

Step 2: Identify the clause — what he wants.

Step 3: Underline —
I don’t know __what he wants__.

Step 4: Label —
__what he wants__ is the direct object (D.o.) of the verb know, because it
receives the action of being known.

Step 5: Confirm —
Does the clause answer "what" is being known? Yes.
Result: Noun clause underlined and labeled as D.o.

---

Example 3:

Sentence:
That she can sing well is impressive.

Step 1: Read carefully — the emphasis is on the fact that she can sing well.

Step 2: Identify the clause — That she can sing well.

Step 3: Underline —
__That she can sing well__ is impressive.

Step 4: Label —
The clause is acting as the subject (Subj.) because it is what is being
described as impressive.

Step 5: Confirm —
Does the clause answer "what" is impressive? Yes.
Result: Underlined and labeled as Subj.

---

Common Challenges and Tips

While practicing, you might encounter certain challenges. Here are tips to
overcome them:



- Longer Clauses: Break down complex sentences into parts to identify the
clause boundaries.
- Multiple Clauses: Look for subordinate clauses; often, the main clause is
straightforward, but the subordinate clauses are embedded within.
- Ambiguous Roles: Sometimes, the same clause can seem to serve multiple
functions. Use the question method: “Who/what is performing the action?” or
“Who/what is receiving the action?”

---

Additional Practice List

Here are example sentences for practice. Try to identify the noun clause,
underline it, and label it as D.o. or Subj.:

1. What you said is true.
2. I wonder whether she will come.
3. The teacher asked who was responsible.
4. That he failed the exam surprised us.
5. She explained how she solved the puzzle.
6. Whoever arrives first will get the prize.
7. We are unsure where he lives.
8. What they decided remains a secret.
9. The question is why he left early.
10. I believe that everything will be fine.

---

Summary of Key Points

- Identify the introductory words of the clause (what, who, whether, that,
etc.).
- Underline the entire clause carefully.
- Determine the clause’s function in the sentence:
- Subject: Usually at the beginning, answering “who” or “what” the sentence
is about.
- Direct Object: Usually follows the verb, answering “whom” or “what” is
affected by the action.
- Label accordingly as D.o. or Subj.

---

Final Thoughts

Mastering the skill of underlining and labeling noun clauses enhances your
grammatical understanding and improves your ability to analyze sentence
structures. Consistent practice with a variety of sentences will make
recognizing these clauses second nature. Remember, the key is to look for
clue words and question words that introduce subordinate clauses, and to
understand their role within the sentence context.

By following this detailed guide, you'll confidently tackle Exercise 3 and
similar grammar exercises, strengthening your overall command of English
syntax and sentence analysis.

---

Happy practicing! Keep honing your skills, and soon identifying and labeling
noun clauses will become an effortless part of your grammar toolkit.
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