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HELP ASAP ILL MARK BRAINLIESTWrite A Literary Analysis Of The Tell-tale Heart
And The Monkeys Paw. Use this request as the foundation for a comprehensive,
SEO-optimized article exploring the themes, symbolism, and literary elements
of Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell-tale Heart” and W.W. Jacobs’ “The Monkey’s
Paw.” Both stories are iconic examples of Gothic and horror literature, and
analyzing them reveals deep insights into human psychology, morality, and the
supernatural. This article aims to provide a detailed comparison and
analysis, perfect for students, literature enthusiasts, or anyone interested
in the intricacies of these classic tales.

Introduction

Context and Significance of the Stories

When exploring the realm of Gothic and horror literature, two stories stand
out for their psychological depth and mastery of suspense: Edgar Allan Poe’s
“The Tell-tale Heart” and W.W. Jacobs’ “The Monkey’s Paw.” These stories,
written in the 19th and early 20th centuries respectively, continue to
captivate audiences with their exploration of human nature, morality, and the
supernatural.

“The Tell-tale Heart” delves into the mind of an unreliable narrator driven
by obsession and madness, illustrating how guilt manifests physically and
mentally. Meanwhile, “The Monkey’s Paw” explores the dangerous consequences
of tampering with fate and the supernatural, emphasizing themes of greed and
the unforeseen repercussions of human desires.

Analyzing these stories not only enhances our understanding of Gothic and
horror genres but also offers a window into the psychological and moral
dilemmas faced by characters. This article will provide a detailed literary
analysis, focusing on themes, symbolism, narrative techniques, and character
development in both stories, offering a comprehensive comparison for readers
and students alike.

Literary Analysis of “The Tell-tale Heart”

Plot Summary and Overview

“The Tell-tale Heart” narrates the story of an unnamed narrator who insists
on his sanity while describing the murder he committed. His obsession with an
“vulture eye” leads him to plan and execute the killing of an old man.
Despite successfully concealing the crime, his guilt manifests as an auditory
hallucination—the relentless sound of the old man’s heart beating beneath the



floorboards—ultimately driving him to confession.

Themes and Motifs

— Madness and Obsession: The narrator’s mental instability is a central
theme. His obsession with the eye and subsequent guilt demonstrate how
obsession can distort perception and lead to self-destruction.

— Guilt and Conscience: The beating heart symbolizes the narrator’s
overwhelming guilt. Despite attempting to suppress it, his conscience
manifests physically, illustrating the inescapable nature of guilt.

— The Unreliable Narrator: Poe masterfully employs an unreliable narrator,
blurring the line between sanity and madness, which challenges readers to
question the narrator’s account and motives.

Symbolism and Literary Devices

— The Eye: The “vulture eye” symbolizes obsession, scrutiny, or perhaps the
narrator’s own guilty conscience. Its fixation indicates inner turmoil.

— The Heartbeat: Represents guilt’s inescapable presence. Its increasing
loudness signifies the narrator’s psychological breakdown.

— Repetition and Rhyme: Poe’s use of repetitive phrases and rhythmic cadences
builds suspense and mimics the relentless heartbeat, immersing the reader in
the narrator’s disturbed mind.

Character Analysis

— The Narrator: A complex figure embodying madness, obsession, and guilt. His
inability to accept responsibility and his descent into hysteria highlight
the destructive power of guilt.

— The 0ld Man: Serves as a catalyst for the narrator’s obsession, his eye
embodying the object of fixation.

Literary Analysis of “The Monkey'’s Paw”

Plot Summary and Overview

“The Monkey’s Paw” tells the story of a family who comes into possession of a
mystical monkey’s paw that grants them three wishes. However, each wish is
fulfilled with unintended and tragic consequences, illustrating the peril of
interfering with fate. The story culminates in a tragic series of events that
underscore the dangers of greed and the supernatural.

Themes and Motifs

- Fate and Free Will: The story emphasizes that meddling with destiny can
have disastrous outcomes, highlighting the unpredictability of the



supernatural.

— Greed and Human Desire: The family’s wishes stem from greed and
dissatisfaction, which ultimately lead to tragedy.

— Supernatural Power and Its Consequences: The monkey’s paw symbolizes the
dangerous allure of forbidden power and the unpredictability of supernatural
forces.

Symbolism and Literary Devices

— The Monkey’s Paw: Represents the peril of interfering with fate and the
supernatural. Its cursed nature symbolizes the uncontrollable forces beyond
human understanding.

— The Wishes: Embody human greed and the desire for quick solutions, often
leading to worse outcomes.

— Foreshadowing: The story employs foreshadowing through ominous warnings and
the initial description of the paw’s cursed history, creating suspense and
emphasizing the story’s moral lesson.

Character Analysis

— Mr. White: Represents human greed and the desire to control fate. His
impulsive wish-making leads to tragedy.

— Mrs. White: Embodies maternal concern and desperation, ultimately driven by
grief and helplessness.

- Sergeant-Major Morris: Serves as the storyteller and warning figure,
introducing the supernatural element and foreshadowing trouble.

Comparison and Contrast

Themes and Morals

Both stories explore the consequences of human obsession—whether with guilt
or supernatural power. “The Tell-tale Heart” warns against the destructive
nature of guilt and madness, emphasizing internal psychological struggles.
Conversely, “The Monkey’s Paw” warns about external forces and the peril of
greed, emphasizing the unpredictability of supernatural interference.

Symbolism and Literary Techniques

While Poe’s story relies heavily on psychological symbolism like the
heartbeat and eye, Jacobs’ tale employs supernatural symbolism embodied in
the monkey’s paw. Poe’s narrative technique employs intense first-person
narration and repetitive language to build suspense, whereas Jacobs uses
foreshadowing and ominous warnings to convey moral lessons.



Characters and Narrator Perspectives

The narrator in “The Tell-tale Heart” is an unreliable, mentally unstable
individual whose perspective immerses readers in madness. In contrast, “The
Monkey’s Paw” features more objective narration, with characters reacting to
supernatural events, emphasizing external consequences over internal guilt.

Conclusion

Both “The Tell-tale Heart” and “The Monkey’s Paw” serve as compelling
explorations of human psychology, morality, and the supernatural. Poe’s story
masterfully delves into the mind’s darkest corners, illustrating how guilt
and obsession can lead to self-destruction, while Jacobs’ tale warns of the
dangers of greed and meddling with forces beyond human control. Together,
these stories exemplify the power of Gothic and horror literature to explore
profound themes about human nature and the consequences of our actions.

Understanding these stories enhances our appreciation of literary techniques
such as symbolism, narrative perspective, and thematic development. Whether
through the disturbed mind of Poe’s narrator or the ominous supernatural
curse 1in Jacobs’ story, both tales leave lasting impressions about the perils
of unchecked obsession and desire.

Keywords: Literary analysis, The Tell-tale Heart, The Monkey’s Paw, Gothic
literature, horror stories, symbolism, themes, psychological horror,
supernatural, human obsession, morality, fate, guilt, Poe, W.W. Jacobs

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Tell-Tale
Heart' and 'The Monkey's Paw'?

Both stories explore themes of guilt and the supernatural. 'The Tell-Tale
Heart' delves into the psychological effects of guilt and madness, while 'The
Monkey's Paw' examines the dangers of interfering with fate and the
consequences of greed.

How does Edgar Allan Poe use symbolism in 'The Tell-
Tale Heart'?

Poe uses the old man's eye as a symbol of the narrator's obsession and
madness. The beating heart symbolizes guilt that cannot be silenced,
representing the narrator's internal torment.

What is a key moral lesson in 'The Monkey's Paw'?

The story highlights that greed and wishful thinking can lead to unintended
and tragic consequences, emphasizing the importance of accepting one's fate.



How does the tone differ between 'The Tell-Tale
Heart' and 'The Monkey's Paw'?

'The Tell-Tale Heart' has a tense, obsessive tone that reflects the
narrator's madness, while 'The Monkey's Paw' has a suspenseful, ominous tone
that builds tension and forebodes disaster.

In what ways do the protagonists in both stories face
consequences for their actions?

The narrator in 'The Tell-Tale Heart' is consumed by guilt, leading to his
confession and mental breakdown. In 'The Monkey's Paw,' the Whites suffer
tragic losses due to their greed and tampering with fate, illustrating the
repercussions of their actions.

How do the stories utilize foreshadowing to build
suspense?

In 'The Monkey's Paw,' the strange warnings and the ominous tone foreshadow
disaster. In 'The Tell-Tale Heart,' the narrator's nervous behavior and
obsession foreshadow his eventual breakdown and confession.

What role does the supernatural play in 'The Monkey's
Paw' compared to 'The Tell-Tale Heart'?

The supernatural in 'The Monkey's Paw' is literal, involving magical wishes
with dangerous consequences. In contrast, 'The Tell-Tale Heart' features
psychological horror, where the supernatural element is embodied in the
narrator's disturbed mind.

How do both stories demonstrate the theme of
uncontrollable human emotions?

'The Tell-Tale Heart' showcases how guilt and madness overwhelm the narrator,
leading to his downfall. 'The Monkey's Paw' illustrates how greed and desire
can spiral out of control, resulting in tragic outcomes.

Additional Resources

HELP ASAP ILL MARK BRAINLIEST Write A Literary Analysis Of The Tell-tale
Heart And The Monkey’s Paw

When it comes to exploring the depths of human psychology, morality, and the
supernatural, few stories stand out as vividly as Edgar Allan Poe’s The Tell-
tale Heart and W.W. Jacobs’ The Monkey’s Paw. Both narratives serve as
compelling examples of the power of storytelling to evoke emotion, provoke
thought, and explore complex themes. If you're tasked with writing a literary
analysis of these two classic tales, understanding their themes, symbolism,
and narrative techniques is essential. This guide will walk you through a
comprehensive analysis of The Tell-tale Heart and The Monkey’s Paw,
highlighting key elements to help you craft a compelling essay or discussion.



Understanding the Context of Each Story

Before delving into the analysis, it’s important to understand the background
and genre of each story.

The Tell-tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe

Published in 1843, Poe’s The Tell-tale Heart is a gquintessential Gothic short
story that explores themes of guilt, madness, and the unreliable narrator.
Poe’s work often delves into the darker aspects of the human mind, and this
story exemplifies how obsession and mental instability can lead to
destructive outcomes.

The Monkey’s Paw by W.W. Jacobs

Published in 1902, The Monkey’s Paw is a supernatural horror story rooted in
themes of fate, greed, and the unforeseen consequences of tampering with
destiny. Jacobs’ tale explores how human desires can backfire when meddling
with forces beyond understanding, emphasizing the dangers of wish
fulfillment.

Thematic Analysis
Major Themes in The Tell-tale Heart
1. Guilt and Madness

— The narrator’s obsession with the old man’s “vulture eye” symbolizes his
obsession and mental instability.

— His confession at the end reveals overwhelming guilt that manifests as
auditory hallucinations (“the beating of his heart”) and ultimately drives
him to confess his crime.

— The story suggests that guilt is a powerful force that can haunt even the
most seemingly rational minds.

2. The Unreliable Narrator

— Poe’s narrator insists on his sanity while describing his madness, creating
a complex layer of irony.

— His obsession and hallucinations challenge the reader’s ability to trust
his perspective, emphasizing the theme of subjective reality.

3. Madness as Self-Destruction

— The narrator’s madness leads to his downfall; his inability to control his

guilt and obsession results in his confession and arrest.
- Poe portrays madness not as an escape but as a destructive force.

Major Themes in The Monkey’s Paw
1. Fate and Free Will
— The story revolves around the idea that human beings cannot control their

destiny, even with supernatural aid.
— The wish—-granting monkey’s paw symbolizes the unpredictable nature of fate.



2. Greed and Desire

— The Whites’ desire for wealth leads them to make the dangerous wish,
illustrating how greed can blind judgment.
— Their obsession with material gain results in tragic consequences.

3. The Unintended Consequences of Wishes

— Each wish backfires, emphasizing that attempting to control the future can
have unforeseen and disastrous results.

- The story warns about the dangers of interfering with fate and the
importance of accepting life’s natural course.

Symbolism and Literary Devices
The Tell-tale Heart

— The Vulture Eye: Represents paranoia, obsession, and the narrator’s
distorted perception of reality. It symbolizes the object of his fixation
that ultimately leads to his downfall.

— The Heart: Acts as a symbol of guilt and conscience. The sound of the
heartbeat grows louder, symbolizing mounting guilt that cannot be ignored.

— Darkness and Night: The setting amplifies the mood of madness and secrecy.

Literary Devices:

— First-Person Narrative: Creates intimacy and unreliability, immersing
readers in the narrator’s disturbed mind.

— Repetition: Emphasizes obsession (“I think it was his eye!”) and builds
tension.

— Irony: The narrator’s claim to be sane contrasts sharply with his behavior
and mental state.

The Monkey’s Paw

— The Monkey’s Paw: Represents the dangerous allure of tampering with fate
and the supernatural.

— The Wishes: Symbolize human greed and the desire to control the
uncontrollable.

— The Whites’ House: Embodies stability and normalcy, which are shattered by
the supernatural intervention.

Literary Devices:

— Foreshadowing: The story hints at disaster through the ominous tone and the
sergeant’s warnings about the paw.

— Irony: The wishes intended to improve their lives result in tragedy,
highlighting the story’s moral lesson.

- Symbolism: The monkey’s paw encapsulates the theme of unintended
consequences.

Narrative Structure and Technique

The Tell-tale Heart



— The story’s intense focus on the narrator’s mental state is achieved
through a stream-of-consciousness style.

— Poe employs a claustrophobic setting, emphasizing the narrator’s obsession
and paranoia.

— The climax—the confession—serves as the culmination of guilt, with the
narration’s emotional intensity rising throughout.

The Monkey'’s Paw

— The story uses a third-person omniscient perspective, providing insight
into the characters’ thoughts and foreshadowing the tragic outcome.

— The structure unfolds in three parts: the wish, the consequences, and the
tragedy, creating a building sense of dread.

- Jacobs employs suspense and irony to keep readers engaged and to reinforce
the moral lesson.

Character Analysis
The Tell-tale Heart

— The Narrator: A classic example of an unreliable narrator driven by
obsession and madness.

— His insistence on his sanity contrasts with his irrational actions,
illustrating the theme of mental instability.

— His ultimate confession underscores how guilt can overpower even the most
rational mind.

The Monkey'’s Paw

- Mr. White: Represents human greed and the folly of wishing for more than
one should.

- Mrs. White: Embodies maternal concern, but also succumbs to greed and
desperation.

— Herbert White: His death symbolizes the cost of meddling with fate and the
unintended harm caused by wishes.

Comparing and Contrasting the Two Stories

| Aspect | The Tell-tale Heart | The Monkey’s Paw |

| Focus | Inner psychology, guilt, madness | Supernatural, fate, consequences
|

| Tone | Intense, obsessive, psychological | Ominous, suspenseful, cautionary
|

| Narrator | Unreliable, mentally unstable | Rational, but influenced by
supernatural forces |

| Theme | Guilt destroys the guilty | Wishes can have unintended, tragic

outcomes |
| Symbolism | The eye, the heart | The paw, the wishes |

Conclusion: What Do These Stories Teach?

Both The Tell-tale Heart and The Monkey’s Paw explore the darker facets of



human nature but from different angles. Poe’s story delves into the
destructive power of guilt and madness, illustrating how internal
psychological struggles can lead to self-destruction. Jacobs’ tale, on the
other hand, warns about the external dangers of greed, desire, and meddling
with forces beyond human understanding.

In analyzing these stories, it’s clear that they serve as cautionary
tales—one about the importance of mental health and morality, and the other
about the perils of greed and wishing for more. Their enduring relevance lies
in their ability to evoke reflection on human impulses and the consequences
of our actions.

Final Tips for Your Literary Analysis

— Use specific examples from the texts to support your points.

— Analyze symbols and literary devices to deepen your understanding.

— Compare themes to highlight similarities and differences.

— Reflect on the moral lessons conveyed by each story.

— Keep a clear structure with headings and subheadings to organize your
ideas.

By mastering these elements, you'll be well-equipped to write an insightful
and comprehensive literary analysis of The Tell-tale Heart and The Monkey’s
Paw. Good luck, and remember—your analysis can help others see these timeless
stories in a new light!
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