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In literature, characters often serve as reflections of broader human qualities and societal
values. The actions of characters like the Peddler, the Crofter, and Edla in Henrik Ibsen’s
play The Peddler reveal contrasting attitudes towards life, kindness, and human
connection. Understanding these characters and their interactions provides insight into
the themes of compassion, morality, and societal judgment. This article explores how the
Peddler's actions compare to those of the Crofter and Edla, analyzing whether their
behaviors exemplify kindness and how their attitudes influence the narrative's moral
fabric.

Context of the Characters and Their Actions

The Peddler: A Man of Business and Morality

The Peddler is a traveling salesman who appears in Henrik Ibsen’s The Peddler. His
character is complex; he is portrayed as a man trying to make an honest living, but also as
someone who is often judged harshly by society. His actions, driven by necessity and a
desire to maintain dignity, sometimes appear morally ambiguous. The Peddler is keenly
aware of societal perceptions and often seeks to justify his behavior, which includes
interactions with the Crofter and Edla.

The Crofter: A Representation of Poverty and Social
Stigma

The Crofter is a humble, impoverished character living a simple life. His role in the story
highlights the hardships faced by the less fortunate and the societal tendency to judge
individuals based on their economic status. The Crofter's actions are motivated by survival
and a desire for respect, even if that respect is often denied due to his poverty. His
interactions with the Peddler reveal the social divide and the prejudices that influence
human behavior.

Edla: Embodying Compassion and Humanity



Edla, the daughter of the house where the Peddler stays, represents kindness,
understanding, and moral integrity. Her actions towards the Peddler reflect genuine
compassion, contrasting sharply with societal judgment. Edla’s willingness to see beyond
appearances and extend kindness plays a crucial role in shaping the narrative’s moral
message. Her attitude prompts readers to consider the importance of empathy and human
decency.

Comparison of Actions: The Peddler, Crofter, and
Edla

The Peddler’s Actions: Morality and Self-Preservation

The Peddler’s actions are often motivated by a blend of morality and self-preservation. For
instance, when he is accused of theft or deception, he tries to defend his integrity. He also
demonstrates acts of kindness, such as when he accepts his social standing and attempts
to maintain his dignity despite societal judgments. His behavior reflects a nuanced
understanding of morality; he is neither wholly good nor bad but operates within the
constraints of his circumstances.

Key actions of the Peddler include:

- Attempting to justify his livelihood despite societal prejudices.

- Showing remorse and humility when confronted with accusations.

- Expressing gratitude and respect towards Edla for her kindness.

- Protecting his self-respect by avoiding actions that would compromise his dignity.

While some may perceive his actions as pragmatic, others interpret them as acts rooted in
a desire to uphold personal integrity amid societal rejection.

The Crofter’s Actions: Survival and Social Judgment

The Crofter’s behavior is shaped by his socioeconomic position. His actions often involve
accepting societal stereotypes or internalizing shame due to poverty. Despite this, he
exhibits moments of dignity, especially when interacting with the Peddler or Edla.

Notable points about the Crofter’s actions include:

- Demonstrating a sense of pride in his humble life.

- Showing suspicion or distrust towards strangers, reflecting societal prejudices.

- Accepting charity or kindness when offered, which indicates acknowledgment of mutual
human needs.

- Struggling with societal judgments that devalue his worth based solely on his economic
status.



His actions highlight the societal tendency to judge individuals harshly based on their
social class rather than their character.

Edla’s Actions: Embodying Kindness and Moral Courage

Edla stands out as the moral compass in the story. Her actions are characterized by
compassion, openness, and a willingness to see the good in others, regardless of societal
labels.

Major actions of Edla include:

- Welcoming the Peddler into her home with warmth and respect.

- Recognizing the Peddler’s true character beyond his external appearance.

- Offering kindness and hospitality, which serve as acts of moral bravery.

- Protecting the Peddler from societal judgment by defending his dignity.

- Encouraging others to look beyond superficial judgments and to act compassionately.

Edla’s actions demonstrate that true kindness involves understanding, acceptance, and
moral integrity—values that serve as a moral lesson within the narrative.

Are the Characters’ Actions Truly Acts of
Kindness?

The Peddler: A Mix of Practicality and Morality

While the Peddler's actions may sometimes seem pragmatic, many of his behaviors reveal
genuine kindness. For example, his gratitude towards Edla and his efforts to uphold his
dignity reflect an intrinsic respect for human decency. However, his willingness to accept
charity or to conceal his true self also points to a survival instinct influenced by societal
judgment.

In assessing whether the Peddler’s actions are acts of kindness, consider:
- His gratitude towards Edla, indicating appreciation and recognition of kindness.
- His decision to leave the house peacefully, respecting Edla’s moral stance.

- His attempt to maintain self-respect in the face of societal prejudice.

While not purely altruistic, his actions contain elements of kindness rooted in self-respect
and moral integrity.

The Crofter: Dignity Amid Poverty



The Crofter’s actions are driven by a desire to maintain dignity despite his poverty. His
acceptance of charity or kindness from others is an act of humility rather than shame.
When he interacts with the Peddler and Edla, his behavior reflects a recognition of shared
humanity.

Key points include:

- Accepting help without shame, which signifies inner dignity.
- Showing suspicion but ultimately acknowledging kindness.
- Struggling against societal stereotypes, yet maintaining personal dignity.

His actions can be viewed as subtle acts of kindness, emphasizing that compassion should
transcend social and economic barriers.

Edla: The Embodiment of Genuine Kindness

Edla’s actions are the clearest examples of kindness in the story. Her willingness to accept
the Peddler without prejudice and her efforts to protect and respect him highlight moral
courage. Her behavior exemplifies the importance of compassion and moral integrity,
making her actions genuine acts of kindness.

Highlights of her kindness include:

- Inviting the Peddler into her home and treating him with respect.
- Recognizing his true character beyond external appearances.
- Standing against societal prejudices to defend human dignity.

Edla’s actions demonstrate that kindness is a moral choice that requires courage and
empathy.

Conclusion: Comparing the Characters’ Actions
and the Essence of Kindness

In comparing the actions of the Peddler, the Crofter, and Edla, it becomes evident that
each character embodies different facets of human morality and kindness. The Peddler’s
actions are a blend of self-respect and morality, often motivated by circumstances but
tinged with genuine kindness. The Crofter’s behavior underscores dignity in poverty and
the importance of humility and mutual respect. Edla stands as the epitome of true
kindness, showcasing moral courage and compassion that challenge societal prejudices.

Would we say their actions are acts of kindness? The answer leans towards yes, especially
in the cases of Edla and, to some extent, the Peddler and Crofter. Their behaviors
highlight that kindness is not merely about grand gestures but also about the willingness
to see beyond external appearances, to judge with compassion, and to act morally even in
difficult circumstances.



In essence, Henrik Ibsen’s The Peddler illustrates that true kindness involves
understanding, empathy, and moral integrity—qualities that transcend societal judgments
and highlight the universal human capacity for compassion.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do the peddler's actions towards the crofter and
Edla reflect his character and growth?

The peddler's actions demonstrate a transformation from suspicion to kindness, showing
that he recognizes the value of compassion and humanity in his interactions with both the
crofter and Edla.

Would you say the peddler's behavior indicates genuine
kindness or a strategic approach to relationships?

While some might view his kindness as strategic, his consistent compassion towards Edla
and the crofter suggests genuine empathy and a desire to do right by others.

In what ways do the peddler's actions contrast with his
initial demeanor, and what does this say about his
character development?

Initially, the peddler is wary and guarded, but his subsequent acts of kindness toward the
crofter and Edla reveal a deeper moral growth and a capacity for compassion beyond self-
interest.

How does the peddler's treatment of Edla differ from his
treatment of the crofter, and what does this signify?

The peddler shows more personal kindness and trust toward Edla, indicating his
recognition of her integrity and his own moral awakening, which contrasts with his earlier
suspicion of the crofter.

Would you consider the peddler's actions to be driven
primarily by kindness, or are they influenced by other
factors?

While kindness is a central factor, his actions are also influenced by his self-awareness,
remorse, and a desire to redeem himself, making his behavior complex and genuinely
compassionate.



Additional Resources

Comparison of The Peddler’s Actions in Relation to The Crofter and Edla: An Exploration
of Kindness

In Henrik Ibsen’s play The Wild Duck, the characters of the Peddler, the Crofter, and Edla
serve as pivotal figures that embody various facets of human morality, honesty, and
compassion. A nuanced analysis of these characters, especially focusing on the Peddler’s
actions in relation to the Crofter and Edla, reveals complex themes about kindness,
integrity, and societal values. This piece aims to delve into these comparisons, exploring
whether the Peddler's behavior can be genuinely characterized as acts of kindness, and
how his actions contrast or align with those of the Crofter and Edla.

Understanding the Characters and Their Contexts

Before analyzing their actions, it’s crucial to understand the roles and backgrounds of
each character within the play:

- The Peddler: A traveling merchant who interacts with the Crofter and later with Edla. His
motives are often seen as opportunistic, but he also displays moments of genuine

kindness.

- The Crofter: A humble, trusting man who welcomes the Peddler into his home,
embodying innocence and a simple faith in others.

- Edla: The daughter of the house who exhibits compassion and moral integrity, especially
in her hospitality towards the Peddler, despite her awareness of his true nature.

Each character’s actions are layered and reveal different facets of morality, making
comparisons between them both insightful and complex.

The Peddler’s Actions: An Examination

Initial Interactions and Motivations

The Peddler begins as a typical traveling salesman, ostensibly motivated by profit. His
initial behavior appears self-serving, yet as the narrative unfolds, layers of human
vulnerability and kindness surface:

- Deception and Opportunism: The Peddler initially manipulates the Crofter by pretending
to be a more important person than he is, playing on the Crofter’s innocence. This could



be viewed as unethical, but it also reflects societal realities where survival sometimes
necessitates deception.

- Acts of Kindness: Despite this, he shows moments of genuine kindness, such as when he
refuses to exploit Edla’s hospitality fully or when he subtly hints at his remorse for his
earlier deception.

The Transformation and Moral Complexity

A critical aspect of his actions is the evolution of his character:

- Revelation of Inner Conflict: The Peddler’s confession about his past and his remorse
indicates a conscience that is haunted by guilt, suggesting that beneath his opportunistic
exterior lies a capacity for kindness and remorse.

- His Final Acts: The Peddler’s decision to leave the Wild Duck and accept his fate signifies
a moment of moral awakening. His actions reflect a desire for redemption, which can be
interpreted as an act of kindness towards himself and others.

Is the Peddler’s Behavior Truly Kind?

This question invites debate:

- Arguments Supporting Kindness:

- His remorse and honesty showcase a moral awakening.

- His decision to leave the Crofter’s home and accept his destiny is a form of self-sacrifice
and humility.

- His subtle acts of kindness towards Edla and the Crofter demonstrate genuine concern
and compassion.

- Arguments Against:

- His initial deception and opportunism suggest selfish motives.

- His actions are sometimes driven by self-interest rather than altruism.

- The complexity of his motives makes it difficult to label his actions solely as kindness.

In conclusion, the Peddler embodies a morally ambiguous character whose moments of
kindness are intertwined with self-interest and societal survival instincts.

The Crofter and Edla: Embodiments of Genuine
Kindness



The Crofter’s Trust and Innocence

The Crofter is portrayed as a symbol of innocence and straightforward faith:

- Trusting Nature: He welcomes the Peddler into his humble home without suspicion,
exemplifying pure-hearted trust.

- Lack of Cynicism: His belief in goodness reflects an optimistic outlook on human nature,
which is ultimately challenged but not broken by the Peddler’s deception.

- Representation of Society’s Simplicity: The Crofter’s actions highlight the virtue of
trusting kindness, even in a potentially duplicitous world.

Edla’s Compassion and Moral Integrity

Edla’s actions stand out as the most morally upright:

- Hospitality Despite Knowledge: She recognizes the Peddler’s true nature but chooses to
treat him with kindness rather than suspicion or contempt.

- Empathy and Forgiveness: Her ability to forgive and see beyond the surface exemplifies
true moral strength.

- Moral Leadership: Edla’s kindness is not superficial; it stems from a deep sense of moral
responsibility, making her actions a model of genuine human kindness.

Comparative Analysis of Actions and Moral
Philosophy

Contrasts in Approach to Kindness

The behaviors of these characters reveal different philosophies of kindness:

- The Crofter: Embodies innocent trust, acting kindly out of naiveté and faith in human
goodness.

- The Peddler: Exhibits a complex mix of opportunism and remorse; moments of kindness
are often conflicted with self-interest.

- Edla: Demonstrates conscious, deliberate kindness rooted in moral conviction, choosing
compassion over suspicion or revenge.

Implications of Their Actions

- The Crofter’s trust emphasizes the virtue of innocence and faith.
- The Peddler’s actions highlight the moral ambiguity present in human nature; kindness



can coexist with selfish motives.
- Edla’s behavior underscores the importance of moral integrity and the transformative
power of genuine kindness.

Are Their Actions Ultimately Altruistic?

- The Crofter: His actions are primarily driven by innocence and a desire to be hospitable.
- The Peddler: His acts of remorse and eventual self-sacrifice suggest a capacity for
genuine kindness, though clouded by self-interest.

- Edla: Her kindness appears entirely altruistic, motivated by moral conviction rather than
personal gain.

Conclusion: Is It Fair to Say Kindness Defines
Their Actions?

Drawing from the above analysis, the comparison reveals that:

- The Crofter and Edla serve as representations of authentic kindness — the Crofter
through trusting simplicity, and Edla through deliberate compassion.

- The Peddler, on the other hand, embodies the moral complexity inherent in human
nature. His actions oscillate between selfishness and moments of genuine remorse and
kindness.

- Therefore, while the Peddler’s actions can be seen as acts of kindness, they are often
tinged with ambiguity. His journey reflects the possibility of moral growth and
redemption, suggesting that kindness in human actions is rarely pure but often layered
with conflicting motives.

In sum, the play invites us to reflect on the true nature of kindness: Is it purely altruistic,
or can it coexist with self-interest and moral ambiguity? The characters’ actions
collectively suggest that kindness is a complex virtue, one that requires compassion,
understanding, and sometimes, forgiveness of human flaws. The Peddler’s actions, when
viewed through this lens, underscore the transformative power of genuine kindness and
the importance of moral integrity, especially in a world rife with deception and moral
ambiguity.
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