
In A Game Of Darts, There Are 20 Sectors On A
Target, And A Smaller Circular "bullseye" In The
Center.

In A Game Of Darts, There Are 20 Sectors On A Target, And A Smaller Circular "bullseye" In The Center. This
distinctive design is not only iconic but also central to the game's scoring system and strategic gameplay.
Darts is a popular pub game enjoyed worldwide, blending skill, precision, and a touch of luck. Understanding the
layout of the dartboard, especially the significance of each sector and the bullseye, is essential for players
aiming to improve their game and master the various scoring techniques. In this article, we explore the
dartboard's structure, the meaning behind its sections, and how players can leverage this knowledge to enhance
their performance.

The Structure of a Standard Dartboard

A standard dartboard, as used in professional and casual play, is a circular board divided into multiple
sections. Its design is carefully calibrated to facilitate a variety of scoring options, from simple single points
to high-value doubles and triples.

Overview of the Dartboard Layout

The dartboard measures 17.75 inches (45 cm) in diameter and is divided into concentric scoring zones. The
primary features include:

- The 20 numbered sectors around the board
- The central bullseye
- The outer bull (single bull)
- The double and triple scoring rings
- The outer scoring area

Each of these components plays a specific role in gameplay, allowing for strategic shot selection and scoring.

The 20 Sectors: A Closer Look

Numbering and Arrangement of Sectors

The dartboard is segmented into 20 sectors, numbered from 1 to 20. These numbers are arranged in a fixed, non-
sequential order to penalize predictable aiming and add complexity to the game. The standard sequence, starting
from the top (12 o'clock position) and moving clockwise, is: 20, 1, 18, 4, 13, 9, 14, 11, 8, 16, 7, 19, 3, 17,
2, 15, 10, 6, 13, 12.

This arrangement is designed to balance the scoring potential across the board and to create strategic
opportunities for players.



Significance of Each Sector

Each sector on the dartboard is a wedge-shaped area, and hitting within that area scores the number
associated with the sector. The sectors are crucial for players aiming to reduce their score strategically,
especially in games like 501 or 301.

- High-value sectors: Numbers such as 20, 19, and 18 are often targeted for high scores.
- Low-value sectors: Numbers like 1, 2, and 3 are less desirable but can be important in specific scenarios.
- Strategic targets: Some players aim for certain sectors to set up their finishing shots or to avoid difficult
numbers under pressure.

The Central Elements: The Bullseye and Surrounding Area

The Bullseye: The Inner and Outer Circles

At the center of the dartboard lies the bullseye, which is divided into two concentric circles:

- Inner Bull (Double Bull): The small, central circle, typically worth 50 points.
- Outer Bull (Single Bull): The larger ring surrounding the bullseye, worth 25 points.

Hitting the bullseye is considered a skillful shot and often a game-changer, especially in finishing rounds.

The Purpose and Strategy of the Bullseye

The bullseye serves multiple strategic purposes:

- High scoring potential: Especially the inner bull, which grants 50 points.
- Finishing shots: In some game variants, players aim for the bullseye to close out a game.
- Risk and reward: Attempting the bullseye can be lucrative but also risky, as missing the target can lead to
less favorable scores or setup shots.

Additional Key Components of the Dartboard

The Double and Triple Rings

- Double ring: The outermost narrow ring, which doubles the score of the sector it overlaps.
- Triple ring: The inner narrow ring, which triples the score of the sector it overlaps.

Hitting these rings is a core element of scoring strategy, especially for players aiming to maximize points or
finish a game quickly.

The Outer Scoring Area

The area outside the triple ring but within the outer edge of the board scores single points for the
corresponding sector. Accuracy in hitting specific areas can be crucial to gameplay.



Understanding the Rules and Scoring

Basic Scoring Principles

- Hitting a sector: Scores the number designated for that sector.
- Double and triple scores: Achieved by hitting the narrow rings.
- Bullseye: Inner bull scores 50, outer bull scores 25.
- Misses: If a dart lands outside the scoring zones, it scores zero.

Popular Game Variants and Their Use of the Board

- 301/501: The most common games, where players subtract scores from a starting total.
- Cricket: Focuses on closing out specific numbers, including 20, 19, 18, etc.
- Around the World: Players aim to hit each number in sequence.

Each game leverages the dartboard's layout differently, with strategic targeting of certain sectors and rings.

Tips for Improving Your Dart Skills Using the Board Layout

Practicing Sector Accuracy

- Focus on hitting specific sectors to improve precision.
- Use the scoring rings to practice different shot types (single, double, triple).
- Develop muscle memory for aiming at high-value sectors like 20 or 19.

Mastering Finishing Techniques

- Learn to hit doubles and triples reliably.
- Practice aiming for the bullseye when close to finishing.
- Understand the scoring requirements to set up ideal finishing shots.

Strategic Targeting

- Aim for sectors that optimize scoring potential.
- Avoid sectors that are difficult to hit under pressure.
- Use the board’s layout to plan safe or aggressive shots depending on the game situation.

Conclusion

The layout of a dartboard, with its 20 sectors and the central bullseye, is more than just a design choice—it
is the foundation of the game’s scoring system and strategic depth. Understanding the significance of each
sector, the scoring rings, and the bullseye can significantly enhance a player's skill and enjoyment. Whether
you're a casual player aiming for fun or a competitive dart enthusiast striving for mastery, knowledge of the



dartboard's layout empowers you to make smarter shots, plan better strategies, and ultimately, enjoy the
game to its fullest.

By familiarizing yourself with the structure and purpose of each part of the dartboard, you can elevate your
game, challenge opponents more effectively, and gain a deeper appreciation for this timeless sport.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many sectors are there on a standard dartboard?

There are 20 numbered sectors on a standard dartboard.

What is the purpose of the bullseye in a game of darts?

The bullseye is the smaller, central circle that offers a higher score and is often a target for skilled players.

How are the sectors on a dartboard numbered?

The sectors are numbered from 1 to 20 in a specific sequence designed to penalize inaccurate throws and reward
precision.

What is the typical size of the bullseye on a standard dartboard?

The bullseye has a diameter of about 1.25 inches (32 mm) for the outer bull and about 0.5 inches (13 mm) for
the inner bullseye.

How many points is hitting the bullseye worth?

Hitting the outer bullseye scores 25 points, and the inner bullseye scores 50 points.

What is the significance of the double and triple rings on a dartboard?

The double ring doubles the score of the sector, and the triple ring triples the score, adding strategic value to
certain throws.

Are all dartboards the same size and design?

While standard regulation dartboards have specific dimensions, there are variations for casual play, but the
20-sector layout and bullseye are consistent features.

What skills are essential for aiming at the bullseye in darts?

Precision, steady hand, proper stance, and consistent throwing technique are essential skills for hitting the
bullseye.

How does understanding the layout of the dartboard improve a player's
game?

Knowing the sector locations and scoring zones helps players plan their throws strategically to maximize
points and avoid risky shots.



Additional Resources
Darts: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Target Design and Playing Dynamics

Darts is a timeless game that combines precision, skill, and strategic thinking. Central to the game’s appeal is
the design of the dartboard itself, which features a well-defined layout of scoring zones. At the heart of this
setup are the 20 numbered sectors and a smaller circular “bullseye” in the center, which play pivotal roles in
gameplay, scoring, and strategy. In this comprehensive review, we will delve into the intricacies of the
dartboard’s design, exploring how these sectors and the bullseye influence the game, the history behind their
configuration, and the skills required to master hitting them.

---

The Structure of a Standard Dartboard

To understand the significance of the 20 sectors and the bullseye, it’s essential to first examine the overall
structure of a standard dartboard, typically the British Standard Board (also known as the London
Standard), which is the most widely used in official competitions.

Physical Composition

- Material: Traditionally made from sisal fibers, which self-heal after darts are embedded, ensuring longevity.
- Dimensions: The standard dartboard has a diameter of 451 mm (about 17.75 inches), with the bullseye
positioned 173 cm (68 inches) above the playing surface.
- Numbering and Segments: Divided into 20 sectors, each numbered 1 through 20, arranged in a specific, non-
sequential order to balance scoring difficulty.

Layout Features

- Sectors: 20 pie-shaped segments numbered from 1 to 20, arranged around the board.
- Double and Triple Rings: Narrow rings within each sector that multiply the score for that sector by 2 (outer
ring) or 3 (inner ring).
- Bullseye: Located at the center, comprising two distinct scoring areas:
- Outer Bullseye (single bull): Typically worth 25 points.
- Inner Bullseye (double bull): Worth 50 points, often called the "bullseye" or "double bull."

---

The 20 Sectors: A Closer Look

The 20 sectors form the core scoring zones on a dartboard. Their arrangement and significance are rooted in
both tradition and game strategy.

Historical Background

- The design of the 20 sectors traces back to traditional pub games and the development of the standard
dartboard in the 20th century.
- The non-sequential numbering (e.g., 20 next to 1, 18 next to 4) was intentionally designed to penalize



inaccurate throws and to balance scoring difficulty, making the game more challenging and skill-dependent.

Arrangement and Numbering

The sectors are numbered as follows, starting from the top (traditionally at the 12 o’clock position) and
moving clockwise:

1. 20
2. 1
3. 18
4. 4
5. 13
6. 9
7. 14
8. 11
9. 8
10. 16
11. 7
12. 19
13. 3
14. 17
15. 2
16. 15
17. 10
18. 6
19. 15
20. 12

(Note: The above sequence is illustrative; actual numbering may vary slightly by region, but the standard is as
per the official World Darts Federation (WDF) and Professional Darts Corporation (PDC) rules.)

Scoring Significance of the 20 Sectors

- Each sector is associated with a specific point value.
- The sector’s number determines the base score for a dart landing within it unless it hits the double or triple
ring.
- Strategic Play:
- The 20 sector is often targeted by professional players due to its high scoring potential.
- Variations like aiming for the 19 or 18 sectors are common tactical choices depending on the game situation.

Physical Characteristics

- Sectors are separated by thin metal dividers called scoring wires.
- The width of each sector’s boundary influences the difficulty of hitting precise targets; narrower segments
require greater accuracy.

---

The Bullseye: The Centerpiece of the Dartboard

The bullseye is arguably the most iconic feature of the dartboard, representing the ultimate target for many



players seeking high scores or finishing a game.

Design and Composition

- The bullseye consists of two concentric circles:
- Outer bull (single bull): 25 points.
- Inner bull (double bull or bullseye): 50 points.
- The inner circle is smaller, making it more challenging to hit but offering a higher reward.

Strategy and Scoring Implications

- The inner bull (50 points) is often used to:
- Finish a game in "501" or similar formats.
- Accumulate quick points in practice routines.
- The outer bull (25 points) serves as a valuable target when attempting to set up favorable scoring
positions or during strategic play.

Hitting the Bullseye: Skill and Precision

- Precise aiming and consistent throwing technique are necessary to hit the small inner bullseye.
- The margin for error is minimal—typically within a few millimeters—demanding excellent control.

Historical and Cultural Significance

- The bullseye has become a symbol of precision and mastery in darts.
- It embodies the challenge of hitting a small, high-value target amid varying game circumstances.

---

The Role of The Sectors and Bullseye in Gameplay

Understanding how the 20 sectors and the bullseye influence game strategies and scoring is crucial for players
aiming to improve.

Scoring Mechanics

- Single Score: Darts landing within a sector but outside the double or triple rings score the sector’s number.
- Double Score: Hitting the outer ring doubles the sector’s points.
- Triple Score: Hitting the inner ring triples the sector’s points.
- Bullseye: Landing on the bullseye grants either 25 or 50 points, depending on the ring hit.

Strategy Development

- High-Score Targets:



- Players often aim for 20 or 19 sectors to maximize points.
- Triple 20 (inner ring) yields the highest single-dart score (60 points).
- Finishing Strategies:
- Many finishing combinations involve hitting specific sectors (e.g., a double 16 to close out a game).
- The bullseye can serve as a finishing target, especially in games like 501 or 301, where reducing the score to
zero is the goal.

Risk-Reward Balance

- Targeting high-value sectors like 20 involves higher difficulty but offers significant scoring benefits.
- The bullseye, due to its small size, presents a high-risk, high-reward target.
- Players weigh the probability of hitting their desired zone against the score needed to win or improve their
position.

---

The Evolution and Variations of the Dartboard Design

While the standard 20-sector and bullseye design is prevalent, variations exist across different regions and
game types.

Alternative Layouts

- American Dartboards: Sometimes feature different sector arrangements and scoring zones.
- Soft-Tip Dartboards: Often have different designs, but the core concept of central bullseye and scoring zones
remains similar.

Innovations and Modern Features

- Electronic dartboards with automated scoring often replicate the
traditional layout but add features like:
- Sound effects.
- Game mode variations.
- Digital score tracking.
- Some modern boards experiment with different colors and lighting to
enhance visibility and appeal.

---

Mastering the Art of Targeting the Sectors and Bullseye



Achieving consistent hits on the 20 sectors and bullseye requires dedicated
practice, technique refinement, and strategic thinking.

Technical Aspects of Throwing

- Stance and Balance: A stable stance provides consistency.
- Grip and Release: A firm but relaxed grip with a smooth release enhances
accuracy.
- Aiming: Using visual cues on the dartboard to align the shot.
- Follow-through: Maintaining a steady arm movement until the dart is
released.

Practice Drills

- Target specific sectors repeatedly to build muscle memory.
- Practice hitting the bullseye to develop precision.
- Incorporate scoring exercises to simulate game scenarios.

Strategies for Competitive Play

- Adjust aiming based on game context—sometimes targeting safer options
like single scores or specific doubles.
- Be mindful of the risk involved in attempting high-value hits.
- Develop mental resilience to maintain focus under pressure.

---

Conclusion: The Significance of the 20 Sectors and Bullseye in
Darts

The design of the dartboard, with its 20 sectors and central bullseye, is
more than mere decoration; it is a carefully crafted system that balances



challenge, skill, and strategy. The 20 sectors provide a diverse range of
scoring options
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