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Leave. What Were Two key groups that played a pivotal role in shaping the outcome of the 2016
Brexit referendum? Understanding the voting patterns among different segments of the UK
population is crucial to grasping the complexities of this historic decision. The referendum, held on
June 23, 2016, was a defining moment in British politics, capturing the nation's divided opinions on
its relationship with the European Union. Among the myriad factors that influenced the result, the
voting behaviors of specific groups stand out as particularly significant. In this article, we will
explore two major groups: the older generation and the working-class communities, analyzing why
they predominantly voted to leave or stay and what implications this had for the UK’s future.

The Older Generation: A Predominantly Leave Vote

Demographic Factors and Voting Patterns

One of the most noticeable trends in the Brexit vote was the age-related divide. Data from various
polls and official counts consistently showed that older voters, particularly those over the age of 50,
were more inclined to vote to leave the European Union. Several reasons contributed to this pattern:

Historical perspectives: Many older voters remembered Britain’s pre-EU era and felt
nostalgic for a time they perceived as more sovereign and independent.

Concerns about immigration: Older demographics often expressed greater concern about
immigration levels, perceiving them as a threat to jobs, public services, and social cohesion.

Skepticism about EU benefits: Some believed that EU membership had limited tangible
benefits for the UK and that leaving would restore national control.

Statistical Evidence

According to the official referendum results:

- Approximately 65% of voters aged 65 and over voted to leave.
- Conversely, only around 35% of voters under 30 supported leaving.
- The overall turnout among older voters was higher, amplifying their impact on the final result.



The divergence in voting habits between age groups contributed significantly to the overall Brexit
outcome, tipping the scales toward leaving.

The Working-Class Communities: A Strong Leave
Support Base

Socioeconomic Factors Influencing the Vote

Another critical group that predominantly voted to leave the EU was the working class, particularly
those in former industrial regions. Several socioeconomic factors explain this trend:

Economic concerns: Many working-class voters felt that EU regulations and free movement
policies had negatively impacted local industries and employment opportunities.

Perceived loss of control: There was a widespread belief that the EU undermined national
sovereignty, particularly affecting regions with historical manufacturing bases like the
Midlands and Northern England.

Immigration and public services: As with older voters, concerns about immigration's
impact on public services, housing, and job competition were prevalent.

Geographical and Cultural Dimensions

The working-class vote was especially concentrated in specific regions:

- Northern England (e.g., Sunderland, Doncaster)
- Midlands (e.g., Stoke-on-Trent, Wolverhampton)
- Wales (notably parts of south and north Wales)

These areas, often characterized by economic decline and reduced industrial activity, showed
overwhelming support for leaving the EU, reflecting frustrations over economic stagnation and a
desire for greater national autonomy.

Implications of These Voting Patterns

Divisions and Challenges Post-Referendum



The voting patterns among older and working-class groups highlight the depth of societal divisions
within the UK. While younger voters and more affluent groups tended to favor remaining in the EU,
the older and working-class segments largely supported leaving. These divides:

- Created a political landscape marked by tension and polarization.
- Influenced subsequent political debates and policy directions.
- Led to challenges in uniting the country post-referendum, especially as the government negotiated
Brexit terms.

Impact on Policy and Political Discourse

Understanding these groups' voting behaviors helped shape the political discourse following the
referendum:

- The government and opposition faced pressure to address the concerns of leave-voting regions and
demographics.
- Policy debates around immigration, economic development, and sovereignty gained prominence.
- Political parties adapted their strategies to appeal to these key groups, affecting elections and
legislative agendas.

Conclusion

The 2016 Brexit referendum was not merely a political event but a reflection of deep-rooted societal
divides. The two groups discussed—the older generation and the working-class communities—were
instrumental in determining the outcome, with their votes leaning heavily toward leaving the
European Union. Their concerns about sovereignty, immigration, and economic security continue to
influence UK politics today. Understanding these voting patterns provides valuable insight into the
complexities of national identity, economic well-being, and societal values in the UK. As the country
navigates the post-Brexit landscape, acknowledging these groups' perspectives remains essential to
fostering unity and addressing ongoing challenges.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What were two main reasons why some groups voted to stay in
the EU during the campaign?
Some groups voted to stay in the EU because of economic stability and the benefits of free trade
within the EU member states.

What were two reasons that led certain groups to vote to leave
the EU?
Groups voted to leave due to concerns over national sovereignty and the desire to control
immigration policies.

How did age influence voting patterns in the EU referendum?
Older voters were more likely to vote to leave, while younger voters tended to favor remaining in the
EU.

What role did economic concerns play in the voting decisions
of different groups?
Economic concerns, such as fears of job loss and economic independence, influenced some groups to
vote to leave, while others believed EU membership was vital for economic stability.

How did regional differences impact voting outcomes in the
campaign?
Regions with more industrial decline and higher levels of immigration were more likely to vote to
leave, whereas more affluent and urban areas tended to vote to stay.

Additional Resources
In The Campaign To Leave The EU, Certain Groups Voted To Stay And Others Voted To Leave. What
Were Two of the most significant groups that influenced the referendum outcome? This question has
sparked ongoing debates among political analysts, historians, and the public alike. Understanding
the motivations, advantages, and disadvantages of these groups offers valuable insights into the
complex dynamics that shaped the Brexit vote. In this article, we delve into two key segments: the
Leave Campaign Supporters and the Remain Campaign Supporters, examining their characteristics,
motivations, and the implications of their votes.

---



Understanding The Leave Campaign Supporters

The group most associated with voting to leave the European Union in the 2016 referendum
comprises a broad coalition of individuals, communities, and political entities advocating for
sovereignty, control over borders, and economic autonomy. Their motivations were diverse but often
centered around the perceived benefits of independence from EU regulations and institutions.

Characteristics and Motivations

The Leave supporters were generally driven by a combination of economic, political, and cultural
concerns:

- Sovereignty and Control: Many believed that EU membership undermined the UK's ability to
govern itself independently, especially regarding legislation, immigration policies, and trade
agreements.

- Immigration Control: A significant faction prioritized reducing immigration, citing concerns over
public services, housing, and cultural identity.

- Economic Independence: Some argued that leaving the EU would enable the UK to forge its own
trade deals and reduce financial contributions to the EU budget.

- Distrust of EU Institutions: Skepticism about the EU’s bureaucratic nature and perceived
democratic deficit fueled support for leaving.

- Cultural and Identity Concerns: A desire to preserve traditional British identity and skepticism
towards perceived European integration efforts.

Features and Strategies

- Campaign Messaging: The Leave campaign emphasized themes of sovereignty, control, and
economic opportunity outside the EU framework.

- Key Support Groups:
- UK Independence Party (UKIP): Played a pivotal role in advocating for Brexit, emphasizing
immigration control and sovereignty.
- Certain Business Leaders and Entrepreneurs: Some believed leaving would free the UK from EU
regulations, fostering entrepreneurial growth.
- Working-Class Voters: Many in northern England and parts of Wales voted to leave, often citing
economic concerns and immigration.

Pros and Cons of Leave Supporters’ Position

Pros:



- Greater control over immigration policies.
- Potential for independent trade negotiations tailored to UK interests.
- Increased parliamentary sovereignty and decision-making power.

Cons:

- Economic uncertainties and potential trade disruptions.
- Risk of losing access to the single market.
- Possible negative impact on foreign investment and economic stability.

---

Understanding The Remain Campaign Supporters

On the other side of the referendum, a diverse coalition advocated for remaining in the EU,
emphasizing economic stability, international cooperation, and the benefits of membership. Their
motivations reflected a desire to maintain the UK's current benefits and to avoid the uncertainties
associated with leaving.

Characteristics and Motivations

Remain supporters were motivated by several key factors:

- Economic Stability: The majority believed that EU membership contributed positively to economic
growth, investment, and job security.

- Trade and Market Access: Membership ensured access to the world's largest trading bloc,
facilitating exports and economic integration.

- International Influence: Remaining in the EU was seen as a way to maintain global influence and
participate in shaping European and international policies.

- Freedom of Movement: While immigration was contentious, many supporters valued the benefits of
mobility, labor market flexibility, and cultural exchange.

- Security and Cooperation: The EU provided mechanisms for tackling cross-border crime, terrorism,
and environmental issues, which supporters viewed as advantageous.

Features and Strategies

- Campaign Messaging: The Remain campaign highlighted economic risks of leaving, emphasizing
the benefits of EU membership and the dangers of Brexit.

- Key Support Groups:
- Major Political Parties: The Conservative, Labour, Liberal Democrats, and others largely supported



remaining.
- Business and Financial Sector: Many business leaders and financial institutions favored staying to
preserve economic stability.
- Urban and Coastal Areas: Cities like London, Manchester, and parts of southern England showed
strong support for remaining.

Pros and Cons of Remain Supporters’ Position

Pros:

- Economic stability and continued access to the single market.
- Preservation of international influence and diplomatic relations.
- Maintaining existing immigration and mobility arrangements.

Cons:

- Perception of being tied to EU regulations and bureaucracy.
- Potential resentment from those who viewed EU membership as undemocratic.
- Challenges in addressing sovereignty concerns within the EU framework.

---

Impact of These Groups on the Brexit Outcome

The contrasting views of these groups created a highly polarized campaign, with each side
mobilizing its supporters through targeted messages and strategic alliances. The Leave campaign’s
success was partly due to its ability to resonate with voters who felt that EU membership
constrained UK sovereignty and immigration control. Conversely, the Remain campaign’s emphasis
on economic stability and international influence appealed to urban, business-oriented, and younger
voters.

Key Factors Influencing Group Dynamics

- Socioeconomic Backgrounds: Working-class voters in certain regions leaned towards Leave, driven
by economic insecurities and immigration concerns. Conversely, middle and upper classes,
particularly in urban centers, favored Remain for economic stability and global influence.

- Geographical Divide: Regional differences played a vital role, with England and Wales showing
strong Leave support, while Scotland and London leaned heavily towards Remain.

- Media Influence: Media outlets aligned with each camp shaped perceptions, reinforcing group-
specific narratives.

- Political Leadership: Leaders and influencers within each group galvanized their supporters, often
framing the debate in terms of national identity, sovereignty, and economic prospects.



---

Conclusion

The 2016 Brexit referendum was a complex interplay of diverse groups with contrasting visions for
the UK’s future. The Leave supporters, motivated by sovereignty, immigration control, and economic
independence, believed that leaving the EU would restore national control and foster a more
autonomous future. On the other hand, the Remain supporters prioritized economic stability,
international influence, and the benefits of integration, fearing that departure would lead to
economic downturns and diminished global standing.

Understanding these two groups—their motivations, features, and strategic approaches—provides
vital context for analyzing the referendum’s outcome and its ongoing repercussions. The division
highlighted underlying societal tensions about identity, sovereignty, and economic security, which
continue to influence UK politics today. As the country navigates the post-Brexit landscape, the
lessons from these groups’ campaigns remain relevant for policymakers, analysts, and citizens
seeking to understand the complex dynamics of national referendums and democratic decision-
making processes.
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