
In This Shot From His Girl Friday, We
Hear A Man Calling Up To The Two On
Screen Characters, But We Do
In This Shot From His Girl Friday, We Hear A Man Calling Up To The Two On
Screen Characters, But We Do is a memorable moment that exemplifies the clever use
of sound and dialogue in classic film cinema. This particular scene from the 1940
screwball comedy His Girl Friday, directed by Howard Hawks, showcases how filmmakers
utilize audio cues to deepen the storytelling, create humor, and engage viewers. In this
article, we will explore the significance of this scene, analyze its cinematic techniques, and
explain why such moments continue to resonate with audiences and filmmakers alike.

---

The Context of the Scene in His Girl Friday

Understanding the Film’s Setting and Plot
His Girl Friday is a fast-paced, witty film centered around the newspaper industry and the
romantic and professional entanglements of its main characters, editor Walter Burns and
reporter Hildy Johnson. The film is renowned for its rapid-fire dialogue, sharp wit, and
dynamic characters. The scene in question occurs during a moment when communication
plays a critical role, often highlighting the chaos and humor inherent in newsroom life.

The Significance of the Call
The scene involves a man calling up to the two on-screen characters—most likely the
characters in the newsroom or related to the plot—through a telephone or a radio device.
The audio cue of a man calling up adds an element of realism and immediacy, immersing
the audience in the bustling environment of the film’s setting.

---

The Power of Sound in Classic Cinema

Enhancing Narrative Through Audio Cues
Sound design in early cinema, particularly in the 1940s, was a vital tool for storytelling. In
His Girl Friday, the use of a man calling up to characters on screen underscores the
importance of dialogue and sound effects in conveying plot points, character relationships,



and comedic timing.

The Use of Diegetic and Non-Diegetic Sound
- Diegetic Sound: The sound of the man calling up is diegetic, meaning it originates from
within the story universe, such as a telephone or radio transmission that characters can
hear.
- Non-Diegetic Sound: The film may also employ musical cues or narration outside the
story to emphasize or comment on the scene, though in this particular shot, the focus is on
diegetic sound.

Creating Realism and Audience Engagement
By including a character’s voice calling out, filmmakers simulate real-life communication,
making the scene more believable and immersive for viewers. The auditory element draws
the audience into the scene, heightening emotional and comedic effects.

---

Analyzing the Scene: Techniques and Effects

Audio Placement and Clarity
The clarity of the calling man's voice is crucial. It often cuts through other sounds,
emphasizing its importance. The positioning of the audio—whether the voice is heard from
a loudspeaker, a radio, or a telephone—affects how viewers interpret the scene.

Timing and Delivery
The timing of the call, especially in a fast-paced dialogue-driven film like His Girl Friday,
adds comedic value. A well-timed call can interrupt a conversation, create
misunderstandings, or lead to humorous revelations.

Sound as a Narrative Device
- The call signals a new development in the plot.
- It introduces tension or humor depending on the context.
- It provides a cue for characters’ reactions, which in turn guides audience perception.

Visual and Audio Synchronization
The precise synchronization between what the characters are doing and what they hear
enhances realism. For example, if the characters look towards a phone or radio when they



hear the call, it reinforces the connection between the audio cue and visual action.

---

The Cultural and Cinematic Impact of Such
Scenes

Influence on Film Comedy and Dialogue
Scenes like this have influenced countless films by demonstrating how audio cues can be
used effectively for comedic timing and storytelling. The rapid dialogue and overlapping
conversations in His Girl Friday set a standard for witty banter and dynamic sound design.

Legacy in Modern Filmmaking
Modern films often emulate this technique, using layered sound, voiceovers, and diegetic
audio to create immersive scenes. The principle remains the same: sound enhances
storytelling, making scenes more compelling and authentic.

Audience Engagement and Memory
Memorable scenes involving characters calling out or communicating over distances tend
to stick with audiences. They evoke a sense of immediacy and relatability, making the
scene a lasting part of cinematic history.

---

Why This Scene Continues to Resonate

Timelessness of the Technique
The use of a calling voice in His Girl Friday showcases a universal communication method
that remains relevant across generations. The scene’s effectiveness lies in its simplicity
and the universal experience of being called or reached out to.

Humor and Tension Building
The combination of comedic timing and sound cues builds anticipation or humor. The
audience is primed for what the call might reveal, or how characters will react, creating
engagement.



Reflection of the Era’s Cinematic Style
The scene exemplifies the fast-paced, dialogue-rich style of 1940s screwball comedies,
where every sound and word counts. It captures the spirit of an era where clever use of
sound was pivotal for storytelling.

---

Conclusion: The Art of Using Sound in Classic
Films

The shot from His Girl Friday where a man calls up to the two on-screen characters but we
do not hear the caller’s voice directly demonstrates the mastery of sound as a storytelling
tool. It highlights how filmmakers in the golden age of Hollywood used diegetic sound to
create realism, humor, and tension. This scene not only advances the plot but also
exemplifies the importance of audio in cinematic storytelling—a technique that continues
to influence filmmakers today.

By understanding the context, techniques, and impact of such scenes, modern audiences
and film enthusiasts can appreciate the artistry behind classic films like His Girl Friday.
These moments remind us that even the simplest audio cues can carry profound narrative
weight, making scenes memorable and timeless.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the phone call in the shot
from 'His Girl Friday'?
The phone call adds a layer of immediacy and realism, highlighting the fast-paced,
journalistic environment and showcasing the characters' busy, interconnected lives.

Who is the man calling in the scene, and what does his
voice convey?
The caller is typically a character involved in the story's plot, and his voice often conveys
urgency, concern, or authority, driving the narrative forward.



Why do we hear the man calling but not see him in the
shot?
This technique emphasizes the characters' reactions and creates a sense of intrigue,
immersing the audience in the characters' perspective while maintaining a dynamic
storytelling style.

How does this scene exemplify the film's rapid-fire
dialogue style?
The scene's quick exchange of lines and the inclusion of a phone call demonstrate the
film's energetic pacing and sharp, witty dialogue characteristic of 'His Girl Friday'.

What role does the audio element (the man's call) play
in character development?
The call reveals relationships, priorities, and tensions among characters, enriching their
personalities and advancing character arcs through auditory cues.

Is this use of off-screen voices common in films from
the era?
Yes, using off-screen voices was a common technique in classic films to suggest activity
beyond the frame, add realism, and focus attention on on-screen characters.

How does hearing the caller's voice without seeing him
impact the audience's perception?
It creates curiosity and suspense, prompting viewers to imagine the caller's identity and
emotions, thereby engaging them more deeply with the scene.

What technical methods might have been used to
produce the voice in this scene?
The voice could have been recorded separately and mixed in post-production or performed
by an actor off-screen during filming to achieve the desired effect.

How does this scene reflect the film's overall tone and
style?
The inclusion of off-screen calls and rapid dialogue contributes to the film’s lively,
energetic tone and sharp wit, characteristic of screwball comedies of the era.

What can modern filmmakers learn from this scene



about integrating off-screen audio?
They can see how off-screen audio can heighten realism, create suspense, and add
dynamism to scenes, encouraging creative sound design to enhance storytelling.

Additional Resources
In This Shot From His Girl Friday, We Hear A Man Calling Up To The Two On Screen
Characters, But We Do

---

Introduction: The Power of Voice in Classic
Cinema

In the realm of classic Hollywood cinema, the interplay between on-screen visuals and off-
screen sounds often plays a pivotal role in shaping the audience’s experience. One of the
most compelling devices employed in films like His Girl Friday is the strategic use of off-
screen voices—particularly when a character's voice is heard but not seen, creating a
layered narrative effect. This technique adds depth, realism, and a touch of theatricality
that enhances storytelling, drawing viewers into a more immersive world.

Specifically, in His Girl Friday (1940), a film renowned for its rapid-fire dialogue, witty
banter, and dynamic characters, a notable scene involves a man calling up to the two on-
screen characters. The audience hears the voice but does not see the speaker, which
invites analysis of its significance. This article delves into that scene’s intricacies,
exploring the technical, narrative, and thematic dimensions of hearing a voice that is not
visually present.

---

The Context Within His Girl Friday

Overview of the Film's Style and Tone

His Girl Friday, directed by Howard Hawks, is a screwball comedy that epitomizes sharp
dialogue, fast pacing, and a lively depiction of newsroom chaos. The film centers on the
romantic and professional tension between editor Walter Burns (Cary Grant) and reporter
Hildy Johnson (Rosalind Russell). Its hallmark is the rapid exchange of witty lines—a
hallmark of screwball comedy—and its inventive use of sound.

The film’s sound design is integral to its humor and pacing. Unlike modern films with



layered soundtracks, His Girl Friday relies heavily on the clarity and timing of dialogue,
often with characters speaking over one another, creating a vibrant auditory tapestry. The
scene in question, where a man calls up and his voice is heard without visual confirmation,
exemplifies this approach.

The Scene’s Placement and Significance

This particular scene takes place during a moment of heightened tension or comic relief,
where a character—possibly a reporter, a police officer, or an associate—contacts the
newsroom or the two main characters directly. The off-screen voice acts as a narrative
device, informing or interfering with the on-screen action. It emphasizes the immediacy of
communication in the film’s bustling environment and illustrates the importance of voice
as a conduit for plot development.

---

Technical Aspects of Hearing a Voice Without
Seeing the Speaker

Sound Design and Recording Techniques

In the era of His Girl Friday, sound was captured using monaural recording equipment,
and directors relied on meticulous post-production editing to craft the final audio
experience. The off-screen voice is typically recorded separately and synchronized during
editing. The clarity of the voice suggests careful sound mixing, ensuring it stands out
against the background noise of the newsroom or setting.

Key technical points include:

- Microphone Placement: The actor’s voice is often recorded close to the microphone to
ensure clarity, even if the visual depiction is absent.
- Sound Mixing: The voice is balanced to be prominent but natural, with ambient sounds
kept minimal to prevent distraction.
- Use of Off-Screen Sound: Employing off-screen voices allows filmmakers to introduce
characters or plot elements without visual clutter, maintaining the film’s dynamic pace.

Why Off-Screen Voices Were Groundbreaking

While off-screen voices have been used in cinema since the silent era (e.g., in The Cabinet
of Dr. Caligari or The Phantom of the Opera), their strategic use in His Girl Friday
exemplifies the modern dialogue-driven narrative. It enhances realism by mimicking real-
life communication, where not every interlocutor is visible.



---

Narrative and Thematic Significance

Creating a Layered Reality

Hearing a voice without visual confirmation blurs the line between the characters’ world
and the audience’s perception. It introduces a layered reality where the unseen voice acts
as an unseen agent—an informant, a source, or a conduit for information.

This technique:

- Engages the audience’s imagination, prompting them to picture who is speaking.
- Builds suspense or comic timing by playing with the audience’s expectations.
- Reinforces the bustling, interconnected environment of the newsroom or city.

Character and Plot Development

The off-screen voice often serves to:

- Deliver crucial plot information quickly, maintaining the film’s rapid pace.
- Inject humor through tone, delivery, or content.
- Demonstrate the interconnectedness of characters—what happens off-screen influences
the on-screen action.

For instance, if the voice belongs to a police officer or a rival reporter, it reveals external
pressures or conflicts that drive the story forward.

Symbolism and Audience Engagement

The choice to keep the speaker off-screen can symbolize the omnipresence of authority,
the unseen forces influencing the narrative, or the chaotic nature of communication in a
busy newsroom. It invites viewers to interpret the unseen character’s role and intentions,
adding a layer of engagement.

---

Impact on Audience Perception and Experience



Enhancing Realism and Immersion

Hearing a voice without visual confirmation grounds the scene in a sense of realism. It
mimics real-life scenarios—phone calls, radio broadcasts, or distant voices—that viewers
experience outside of the cinema.

This technique:

- Makes the scene more believable.
- Draws viewers into the immediacy of the moment.
- Elevates the sense of a living, breathing environment.

Creating Humor and Tension

The effect can be comedic or tense, depending on the tone of the voice and its content:

- Comedic Effect: A sarcastic or exaggerated tone, combined with rapid dialogue, can
heighten the humor.
- Tense Effect: An urgent or commanding voice can increase suspense or anxiety.

Audience Curiosity and Engagement

By not revealing the speaker, the scene stimulates curiosity. Viewers wonder:

- Who is calling?
- What is their relationship to the characters?
- What information are they conveying?

This curiosity sustains engagement and adds depth to the scene.

---

Historical and Cultural Contexts

Sound in 1940s Hollywood

During the 1940s, sound technology was advancing, but filmmakers still relied heavily on
creative techniques to maximize storytelling. The use of off-screen voices was an effective
way to introduce new characters or plot points without disrupting the visual flow.

His Girl Friday exemplifies this, as the film’s rapid dialogue and visual pacing demand
efficient communication methods. The off-screen voice fittingly complements this style.



Comparison with Modern Techniques

Today, digital editing allows for more elaborate sound design, including multi-layered
voices, spatial effects, and dynamic mixing. However, the classic approach—using a single
off-screen voice—remains a powerful storytelling device, often employed in film noir,
thrillers, and comedies to evoke mystery or humor.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Off-
Screen Voices

The scene in His Girl Friday where we hear a man calling up to the two on-screen
characters, but do not see him, captures a masterful use of audio storytelling. It
demonstrates how sound can be employed not just as a background element but as a
narrative force that shapes perception, heightens emotion, and enriches storytelling.

This technique:

- Reinforces the realism of the bustling newsroom.
- Adds comedic timing and tension.
- Invites audience participation in imagining unseen characters.
- Highlights the sophistication of 1940s sound design and filmmaking.

Ultimately, the strategic use of off-screen voices in classic cinema remains a testament to
the artistry of filmmakers who understood that sometimes, what we don’t see can be just
as powerful as what we do. It reminds us that cinema is an interplay of sight and
sound—each enhancing the other to create a compelling narrative experience.

---

In this shot from His Girl Friday, the voice’s absence is as telling as the characters’
presence, exemplifying the timeless power of sound in storytelling.
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