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Lesson 3: Age Of Empire Portfolio DirectionsUnited States History A Unit 13:
Age Of Empire Portfoliob0 serves as a comprehensive guide for students to
explore and understand the multifaceted era of American expansionism and
imperialism at the turn of the 20th century. This lesson aims to deepen
students' grasp of the historical, political, economic, and cultural dynamics
that shaped the United States' emergence as a global power. Through a
structured portfolio assignment, students are encouraged to analyze primary
and secondary sources, reflect on key themes, and synthesize their
understanding of this pivotal period in American history.

Understanding the Context of the Age of Empire

Historical Background

The Age of Empire, roughly spanning the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
was characterized by the United States' transition from a predominantly
continental nation to an international empire. Several factors contributed to
this shift, including economic motives, strategic interests, ideological
beliefs, and technological advancements.

Key Causes of American Expansionism

e Economic Interests: The desire for new markets, raw materials, and
investment opportunities fueled expansion.

e Military and Strategic Goals: Naval power and strategic bases were
essential for projecting influence globally.

e Ideological Motivations: Concepts like Manifest Destiny and Anglo-
Saxonism justified expansion as a moral duty.

e Technological Advancements: Innovations such as the telegraph,
steamships, and military technology facilitated overseas operations.



Key Concepts and Themes in the Age of Empire

Imperialism and Its Manifestations

Imperialism involved extending a nation's authority over other countries or
territories. In the U.S., this manifested through territorial acquisitions,
military interventions, and economic influence.

Major Events and Policies

1. Spanish-American War (1898): Marked the U.S. emergence as a colonial
power, acquiring territories like Puerto Rico, Guam, and the
Philippines.

2. The Annexation of Hawaii (1898): A strategic move to establish a Pacific
naval base and influence the region.

3. Open Door Policy (1899): Ensured equal trading rights in China,
reflecting economic ambitions.

4. Panama Canal Construction (1904-1914): Facilitated naval movement and
trade between oceans.

Debates and Controversies

e Anti-Imperialist Movement: Critics argued imperialism violated American
principles of self-determination and democracy.

e Ethical and Cultural Concerns: Debates about the morality of colonizing
other peoples and cultures.

e Economic vs. Moral Justifications: Tensions between economic benefits
and ideological ideals.

Portfolio Directions and Requirements

Purpose of the Portfolio

The portfolio serves as a comprehensive assessment tool that encourages
students to engage critically with the era's key themes. It fosters skills in
analysis, synthesis, and historical writing through various activities and
reflections.



Components of the Portfolio

1. Research Essay: A detailed essay analyzing a specific aspect of American
imperialism (e.g., causes, effects, or specific events).

2. Primary Source Analysis: Selection and interpretation of documents such
as speeches, photographs, or government reports from the period.

3. Reflective Journal Entries: Personal reflections on what was learned,
questions raised, and connections made to current events.

4. Creative Component: A visual or multimedia project that illustrates the
era's themes, such as a poster, infographic, or short wvideo.

5. Summary and Conclusion: A synthesis of key insights gained through the
portfolio activities.

Guidelines and Expectations

Use credible sources and cite all references appropriately.

Include analysis and critical thinking, not Jjust summaries.

Ensure clarity, organization, and coherence in writing.

Meet all deadlines and follow any specific formatting instructions
provided.

Step-by-Step Directions for Completing the
Portfolio

Step 1: Choose a Focus Topic

Students should select a specific aspect of the Age of Empire that interests
them, such as the Spanish-American War, the annexation of Hawaii, or the
debate over imperialism. This focus will guide their research and analysis.

Step 2: Conduct Research

Gather sources from textbooks, credible websites, primary documents, and
scholarly articles. Take notes and organize information relevant to your
chosen topic.



Step 3: Write the Research Essay

Develop a thesis statement that clearly states your main argument. Support it
with evidence, analysis, and citations. Aim for clarity and depth in your
discussion.

Step 4: Select and Analyze Primary Sources

Choose at least two primary documents related to your topic. Write a brief
analysis explaining their significance, perspective, and how they contribute
to understanding the era.

Step 5: Reflective Journal Entries

Write personal reflections on what you learned, how your understanding has
changed, and any questions or connections to modern events.

Step 6: Create the Creative Component

Design a visual or multimedia project that encapsulates the themes of your
research. This could be a poster highlighting key facts, a short documentary,
or an infographic.

Step 7: Compile and Present the Portfolio

Organize all components logically, review for quality and accuracy, and
prepare for presentation or submission according to instructions.

Assessment Criteria and Rubric

Evaluation Areas

e Content Knowledge: Demonstrates understanding of the Age of Empire and
specific focus topic.

e Analysis and Critical Thinking: Provides thoughtful interpretation of
sources and historical significance.

e Research and Evidence: Uses credible sources and properly cites
information.

e Creativity and Presentation: Creative component effectively illustrates
key themes.

e Organization and Writing: Clear, coherent, and well-structured portfolio
components.



Rubric Levels

1. Excellent: Meets or exceeds all expectations with thorough analysis,
creative presentation, and impeccable organization.

2. Proficient: Meets most expectations with good analysis and organization,
minor errors.

3. Needs Improvement: Lacks depth in analysis, organization issues, or
incomplete components.

Conclusion: Reflecting on the Legacy of the Age
of Empire

The lessons learned from studying the Age of Empire are vital for
understanding contemporary global relations and American foreign policy. This
portfolio not only deepens historical knowledge but also encourages critical
reflection on the ethical, political, and cultural implications of
imperialism. By engaging actively with primary sources, analyzing key events,
and creating visual representations, students develop a nuanced perspective
on this complex era that continues to influence the present day.

Final Tips for Success

e Start early to allow ample time for research and reflection.
e Use diverse sources to gain a well-rounded understanding.
e Ask questions and seek feedback from teachers or peers.

e Ensure all components adhere to the guidelines and are thoroughly
proofread.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key objectives students should achieve
in Lesson 3 of the Age of Empire Portfolio for United
States History A Unit 137

Students should analyze the causes and effects of American imperialism,
understand key events and figures from the Age of Empire, and demonstrate
their ability to interpret primary and secondary sources related to this
period.



How does Lesson 3 guide students in developing a
comprehensive portfolio on the Age of Empire?

Lesson 3 provides structured directions for research, analysis, and
presentation, encouraging students to include different types of artifacts
such as essays, timelines, and visual sources to showcase their understanding
of the era.

What are some effective strategies for students to
complete the Age of Empire Portfolio successfully?

Students should start early, utilize diverse sources for research, organize
their work clearly, and follow the specific guidelines provided in the
directions to ensure a thorough and cohesive portfolio.

Why is understanding the Age of Empire important for
students studying U.S. history?

Understanding this period helps students grasp how American expansionism
influenced global politics, shaped domestic policies, and contributed to the
nation's emergence as a world power, which are crucial themes in U.S.
history.

What are the main components students need to include
in their Age of Empire Portfolio for this unit?

Students should include a research paper or essay, a timeline of key events,
visual artifacts such as maps or photographs, and reflections analyzing the
impact of imperialism on the United States and other nations.

Additional Resources

Age of Empire Portfolio Directions United States History A Unit 13: An In-
Depth Review and Guide

Introduction: Navigating the "Age of Empire"™ Portfolio

In the realm of United States History A, particularly within Unit 13,
students are tasked with a comprehensive project that challenges their
understanding of American imperialism and global expansion during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. The "Lesson 3: Age of Empire Portfolio
Directions" serve as a detailed roadmap, guiding learners through a series of
assignments designed to deepen their grasp of this pivotal era. This article
aims to serve as an expert review and detailed guide, dissecting each
component of the portfolio, offering practical insights on execution, and
highlighting its educational value.

Overview of the Portfolio: Purpose and Educational Goals

The Age of Empire Portfolio is crafted to evaluate students' mastery of key



themes such as economic expansion, military intervention, diplomatic
strategies, cultural influences, and the consequences of American
imperialism. It encourages critical thinking, analytical writing, and the
ability to synthesize historical data into coherent narratives and
presentations.

Educational Objectives include:

— Understanding the motivations behind American imperialism

— Analyzing significant events, policies, and figures of the era

— Developing research and presentation skills

— Reflecting on the ethical and social implications of empire-building

Breakdown of the Portfolio Components

The portfolio is typically divided into multiple sections, each focusing on
specific aspects of the Age of Empire. While exact instructions may vary
slightly depending on the teacher, the core components generally include:

- Research Essays

— Primary Source Analyses

- Creative Projects (e.g., posters, brochures)
— Reflection Essays

- Presentations

In this review, we'll explore each of these in detail, providing expert
guidance on expectations, effective strategies, and tips for excellence.

Research Essays: Foundations of Understanding

Purpose and Scope

The research essays form the backbone of the portfolio, requiring students to
delve into specific topics such as the Spanish-American War, the annexation
of Hawaii, the Panama Canal, or the Roosevelt Corollary. These essays aim to
foster in-depth understanding and the ability to synthesize information from
multiple sources.

Structure and Content
A well-crafted research essay should include:

— Introduction: Clearly state the topic and its significance.

- Background: Contextualize the event or policy within the broader era.

— Analysis: Discuss causes, key figures involved, and consequences.

— Evaluation: Offer insights into the ethical considerations and historical
significance.

— Conclusion: Summarize findings and reflect on lessons learned.

Tips for Success

— Use credible sources: Textbooks, academic articles, reputable websites.
— Organize logically: Chronologically or thematically.



— Include citations: Properly cite all sources to demonstrate research
skills.
- Write clearly: Use precise language and avoid jargon.

Primary Source Analyses: Connecting Past and
Present

Purpose and Rationale

Analyzing primary sources is a critical component that encourages students to
interpret original documents such as speeches, photographs, political
cartoons, treaties, and newspaper articles from the era.

How to Approach

- Select meaningful sources: Focus on those that illuminate different
perspectives.

— Contextualize: Understand the background when the source was created.

- Interpret: Analyze the message, tone, and intended audience.

— Reflect: Consider what the source reveals about attitudes and beliefs of
the time.

Sample Analysis Components

— Summary of the source

— Historical context

— Author's perspective and bias

- Relevance to the era's imperialist policies
— Modern—-day implications or lessons

Expert Advice
Students should practice paraphrasing and quoting accurately. Incorporating

visual sources like political cartoons can enhance engagement and critical
analysis skills.

Creative Projects: Engaging Visual and
Persuasive Communication

Purpose and Types

Creative projects serve to synthesize information in an engaging way. Common
assignments include designing posters, brochures, or multimedia presentations
that promote or critique imperialist policies.

Design Tips

- Clarity: Ensure the message is clear and compelling.
- Visual appeal: Use images, colors, and layout strategically.



— Content accuracy: Incorporate factual information accurately.
— Persuasive elements: Use rhetoric to influence viewers' perceptions.

Examples
- A propaganda poster supporting American imperialism

- A brochure advocating for the annexation of Hawaii
— A comic strip illustrating the Spanish-American War

Reflection Essays: Personal and Critical
Reflection

Purpose

Reflection essays prompt students to evaluate what they've learned, how their
perceptions have changed, and to consider the moral and ethical dimensions of
imperialism.

Key Elements

— Personal insights: How has this unit influenced your understanding?

— Critical thinking: Do you agree or disagree with imperialist policies? Why?
— Connections: Relate historical events to present-day issues.

— Future questions: What questions remain? What would you like to explore
further?

Writing Tips

Encourage honesty and depth. Use specific examples from research and sources
to support reflections.

Presentations: Sharing Knowledge

Purpose

The final step often involves students presenting their projects to
classmates, fostering communication skills and confidence.

Effective Presentation Strategies
- Organize content logically
— Use visual aids effectively

— Practice delivery
- Engage the audience with questions or discussions

Additional Tips for Navigating the Portfolio

- Time Management: Break down tasks into manageable steps with deadlines.



— Rubric Awareness: Know the grading criteria to focus efforts.

— Seek Feedback: Regularly consult teachers or peers for constructive
critique.

— Use Resources: Leverage library, online databases, and educational
websites.

Final Thoughts: The Value of the "Age of Empire" Portfolio

The "Lesson 3: Age of Empire Portfolio Directions" serve as an invaluable
educational tool. They not only reinforce content mastery but also cultivate
essential skills such as research, critical thinking, creativity, and
presentation. The comprehensive nature of the portfolio ensures students gain
a nuanced understanding of American imperialism—its motivations, actions, and
repercussions—preparing them for more advanced analysis of historical and
current international affairs.

In conclusion, approaching this portfolio with enthusiasm, organization, and
attention to detail will maximize both learning and academic achievement.
It's an opportunity to explore one of the most transformative periods in U.S.
history through multiple lenses, fostering a deeper appreciation of the
complexities involved in empire-building.

In sum, the "Lesson 3: Age of Empire Portfolio Directions" provides a
structured, multifaceted approach to understanding American expansionism,
equipping students with knowledge, skills, and critical perspectives
essential for their development as informed citizens and historians.
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