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In F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, Chapter 7 marks a pivotal turning point in the novel’s
narrative, revealing intense emotional undercurrents and escalating tensions among the characters.
A key moment that often attracts literary analysis is understanding what Daisy Buchanan was doing
at the beginning of this chapter, as her actions set the tone for the unfolding drama. This question
invites readers to explore Daisy’s behavior and motivations during this critical segment, shedding
light on her character and the underlying themes of illusion, desire, and moral ambiguity that
permeate the novel.

---

Overview of Chapter 7 in The Great Gatsby

Before delving into Daisy’s specific actions, it is important to contextualize the chapter as a whole.
Chapter 7 is considered the climax of the novel, featuring the confrontation between Gatsby and
Tom Buchanan, the revelation of Daisy’s conflicted feelings, and the tragic consequences that follow.
The chapter is marked by intense dialogue, emotional upheaval, and symbolic moments, making it a
rich source for analysis, especially regarding Daisy’s behavior.

---

What Was Daisy Doing At The Beginning Of Chapter 7
To Make?

To understand what Daisy was doing at the start of Chapter 7, it is essential to examine her
immediate actions and demeanor, as well as how her initial conduct influences subsequent events.
While the chapter opens with the characters preparing for a trip to New York, Daisy’s behavior
provides insights into her mental state and her internal conflicts.

---

Daisy’s Initial Actions and Mood

At the outset of Chapter 7, Daisy is depicted as being somewhat distant and preoccupied. Her



actions and attitude suggest a mixture of nervousness, detachment, and internal conflict.
Specifically, Daisy:

Is seen engaging in routine preparations for the trip, such as packing and dressing, but with a
distracted demeanor.

Exhibits signs of emotional tension, indicated by her nervous gestures and subdued speech,
hinting at her inner turmoil.

Attempts to maintain a facade of normalcy, masking her feelings about the impending
confrontation and her own desires.

Daisy’s initial conduct reveals her discomfort with the situation and foreshadows the emotional
upheaval that is to come.

---

Daisy’s Interactions with Other Characters

In the early moments of the chapter, Daisy’s interactions with other characters, particularly Tom and
Gatsby, are telling:

With Tom: Daisy shows a mixture of affection and apprehension. She is aware of Tom’s1.
suspicions and is trying to navigate her feelings carefully.

With Gatsby: Daisy’s interactions are tinged with hesitation and ambiguity. She is torn2.
between her love for Gatsby and her loyalty to Tom.

Her behavior during these interactions indicates her internal conflict—she is trying to balance her
desires with her social realities, leading to a sense of emotional fragility at the chapter’s start.

---

Daisy’s Physical and Emotional State

Fitzgerald offers subtle clues about Daisy’s physical and emotional state at this point:

Her nervousness manifests physically through fidgeting or restless movements.

She appears fatigued or drained, possibly from the emotional strain of her complex feelings.



Her speech may be slightly hesitant or subdued, contrasting with her usual lively demeanor.

These details underscore Daisy’s vulnerability and hint at her internal struggle to reconcile her
conflicting desires and societal expectations.

---

Symbolic Significance of Daisy’s Actions at Chapter 7’s
Beginning

Daisy’s behavior at the start of Chapter 7 is more than mere character development; it holds
symbolic significance within the novel’s broader themes.

Foreshadowing and Tension

Daisy’s distracted and tense behavior foreshadows the impending confrontation and tragic fallout.
Her apprehension signals that she is aware of the brewing storm and is emotionally unprepared for
what is to come.

Representation of Illusion and Reality

Her attempt to maintain normalcy highlights the theme of illusion versus reality. Daisy tries to
project a calm exterior despite her inner turmoil, reflecting her role as a symbol of superficial charm
masking deeper emotional conflicts.

Reflection of Moral Ambiguity

Her actions reveal her moral ambiguity—she is torn between her love, societal expectations, and her
own happiness. Her nervousness and evasiveness hint at her awareness of the moral compromises
she is making.

---

How Daisy’s Actions Connect to the Larger Narrative

Understanding Daisy’s early actions in Chapter 7 illuminates her character arc and the novel’s
themes.



Her Role in the Tragedy

Daisy’s behavior underscores her passive complicity in the tragic events, as she vacillates between
conflicting loyalties and desires. Her initial tension and evasiveness set the stage for her later
decisions that contribute to Gatsby’s downfall.

Insights into Her Character

Daisy’s actions reveal her as a complex character—charming yet emotionally fragile, superficial yet
deeply conflicted. Her behavior at the beginning of the chapter encapsulates her internal struggle
and foreshadows her ultimate inability to confront the truth.

Implications for Themes of Illusion and Reality

Her initial demeanor emphasizes the novel’s exploration of illusion—how characters, especially
Daisy, live within a constructed world of appearances that ultimately leads to tragedy.

---

Conclusion

Daisy’s actions at the beginning of Chapter 7 of The Great Gatsby serve as a crucial window into her
character and the novel’s overarching themes. Her distracted, tense demeanor, combined with
subtle physical and emotional cues, reflect her internal conflict, foreshadowing the dramatic climax
ahead. Through her behavior, Fitzgerald masterfully portrays the fragility of illusion, the complexity
of moral choices, and the profound impact of societal expectations on individual lives. Understanding
what Daisy was doing—and the significance behind her actions—enhances our appreciation of her
character’s depth and the tragic trajectory of the story. Ultimately, Daisy’s early conduct in Chapter
7 encapsulates the novel’s exploration of desire, deception, and the elusive nature of happiness,
making it a critical moment for readers seeking to grasp the full scope of Fitzgerald’s masterpiece.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Daisy doing at the beginning of Chapter 7 to make
her appear distracted or preoccupied?
At the beginning of Chapter 7, Daisy is preparing for her confrontation with Tom, and she seems
somewhat distracted and tense as she gets ready, reflecting her inner conflict and anxiety about the
confrontation.



How does Daisy's behavior at the start of Chapter 7 reveal her
emotional state?
Daisy's actions, such as her careful dressing and nervousness, reveal her inner turmoil and
apprehension about the impending confrontation with Tom, highlighting her conflicted feelings
about her relationship with Gatsby and her loyalty.

Was Daisy doing anything specific at the beginning of Chapter
7 that indicated her growing unease?
Yes, Daisy was nervous and somewhat distant, showing signs of unease as she prepared for the day,
which foreshadows the intense confrontation and emotional tension that follow.

Did Daisy engage in any particular activity at the start of
Chapter 7 that set the tone for the chapter’s events?
Daisy was getting ready and seemed distracted, which set a tense and uneasy tone for the chapter,
emphasizing her internal conflict and foreshadowing the upcoming confrontation.

How does Daisy's initial behavior at the start of Chapter 7
reflect her character development in the novel?
Daisy's distracted and nervous behavior at the beginning of Chapter 7 reflects her complex
character—showing her vulnerability, indecision, and the emotional turmoil she experiences as her
relationships and loyalties are tested.

Additional Resources
Question About The Great Gatsby Chapter 7: What Was Daisy Doing At The Beginning Of
The Chapter To Make

The opening scene of Chapter 7 in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby is pivotal, as it sets the
stage for the climactic events that follow. At the heart of the narrative is Daisy Buchanan, whose
actions at the beginning of this chapter reveal much about her character, her emotional state, and
her complex relationship with Gatsby and Tom Buchanan. Understanding what Daisy was doing at
this critical juncture offers profound insights into her motivations and the novel's overarching
themes of desire, deception, and moral ambiguity. This article delves into the specifics of Daisy’s
actions, their significance within the chapter, and their implications for the story’s development.

---

Contextual Background: Setting the Stage for Chapter



7

Before exploring Daisy’s activities at the chapter’s outset, it’s essential to understand the context
leading up to this moment. The tension between Gatsby, Daisy, and Tom has been escalating,
culminating in a series of confrontations and revelations. The novel’s climax is orchestrated around a
planned confrontation at the Plaza Hotel, where truths and emotions surface with unrelenting force.

In the days leading to the chapter, Gatsby’s obsession with rekindling his romance with Daisy
becomes more apparent, even as Tom begins to suspect and act on his suspicions. Daisy, caught in
this emotional crossfire, is portrayed as a figure torn between her old love and her societal stability,
which is threatened by the unfolding chaos.

---

What Was Daisy Doing At The Beginning Of Chapter 7
To Make?

1. Daisy’s Morning Routine and Emotional Preparation

At the start of Chapter 7, Daisy is depicted as engaging in her typical morning routine, but with
undercurrents of nervousness and preoccupation. Fitzgerald subtly portrays her as physically and
emotionally unsettled, which foreshadows her role in the upcoming confrontation.

- Daisy’s Morning Activities: Daisy is shown moving through her day with a sense of detachment,
possibly trying to maintain her composure amidst the growing tensions. Her actions—such as
dressing and preparing for the day—are described with a degree of mechanical routine, hinting at
her inner turmoil.

- Emotional Underpinning: Although seemingly routine, her demeanor suggests she is inwardly
anxious. Her interactions with her daughter and her maid are brief and somewhat distracted,
indicating her mind is preoccupied with the events that are about to unfold.

- Implication: This suggests Daisy is consciously or unconsciously aware that her actions and choices
could lead to significant consequences, adding a layer of psychological depth to her character.

2. Daisy’s Decision to Join Gatsby and the Others for the Day

One of the most significant actions Daisy undertakes at the chapter’s beginning is her decision to
accompany Gatsby, Tom, Nick, and Jordan to New York City for what initially appears to be a social
outing.

- The Invitation and Acceptance: Daisy’s willingness to join Gatsby and the others signals her desire
to maintain her relationship with Gatsby, despite the growing tensions. Her acceptance indicates her



internal conflict—she is drawn to Gatsby’s love but also aware of the potential fallout.

- Choice to Engage: Her decision reflects her passive complicity in the unfolding drama. Instead of
withdrawing or avoiding the confrontation, Daisy chooses to participate, perhaps driven by affection,
curiosity, or a subconscious desire to resolve her feelings.

- Symbolic Significance: This act of going along with the plan underscores her indecisiveness and
her tendency to drift with the currents of others’ desires rather than asserting her own agency.

3. Daisy’s Behavior During the Drive to New York

As the group departs, Daisy’s actions during the drive reveal her emotional state and foreshadow the
chaos to come.

- Physical and Emotional Disposition: Fitzgerald describes Daisy as somewhat anxious, restless, and
contemplative during the journey. She is not her usual bubbly self but appears subdued, perhaps
reflecting her inner conflict.

- Interactions with Others: Her interactions with Gatsby and Tom during the drive are tinged with
subtle tension. She attempts to maintain civility and charm but is visibly affected by the brewing
storm beneath the surface.

- Analytical Perspective: This behavior can be interpreted as Daisy’s attempt to mask her true
feelings and maintain social decorum, highlighting her role as a complex character caught between
genuine emotion and societal expectation.

---

Significance of Daisy’s Actions at the Chapter’s
Beginning

Understanding Daisy’s actions at the start of Chapter 7 is crucial because they serve as a narrative
and thematic fulcrum for the story’s climax.

1. Demonstrating Inner Conflict and Vulnerability

Daisy’s hesitations and subdued demeanor reveal her internal struggle. She is torn between her love
for Gatsby and her social obligations to Tom and her life of comfort.

- Emotional Vulnerability: Her actions suggest vulnerability—she is aware of the potential for pain
and destruction but cannot or will not extricate herself from the situation.

- Narrative Function: This vulnerability makes her a sympathetic yet morally ambiguous figure,
embodying the tragic flaw of indecisiveness that ultimately leads to tragedy.



2. Highlighting Themes of Illusion and Reality

Daisy’s behavior underscores one of the novel’s central themes: the fragility of illusions and the
brutal reality that often shatters them.

- Innocence and Deception: Daisy appears innocent and charming, yet her actions reveal a capacity
for moral ambiguity and self-interest.

- Foreshadowing: Her participation in the day’s events foreshadows the impending catastrophe,
emphasizing how illusions—about love, happiness, and morality—are ultimately unsustainable.

3. Reflecting Social and Psychological Dimensions

Daisy’s activities reveal the social pressures and psychological complexities faced by women in her
era.

- Societal Expectations: Her decision to go along with the plan reflects societal expectations for
women to maintain appearances and avoid conflict.

- Psychological Complexity: Her actions highlight her inner turmoil, her longing for love, and her
inability to escape the constraints of her social role.

---

Impact on the Narrative and Character Development

Daisy’s actions at the beginning of Chapter 7 are not isolated but are intricately linked to the novel’s
broader narrative and thematic arcs.

- Catalyst for Conflict: Her decision to participate in the day’s outing leads directly to the climactic
events, including the tragic confrontation at the Plaza Hotel.

- Character Evolution: The chapter’s opening scenes depict Daisy as increasingly conflicted and
passive, foreshadowing her ultimate capitulation and moral ambiguity.

- Thematic Reinforcement: Her behavior underscores themes of desire, deception, societal
hypocrisy, and the elusive nature of happiness.

---

Conclusion: Daisy’s Actions as a Reflection of Her



Complex Character

In sum, Daisy’s activities at the beginning of Chapter 7—her morning routine, her decision to join
Gatsby and the others, and her demeanor during the drive—are rich in symbolic and psychological
significance. They reveal her internal conflict, her passive complicity, and her vulnerability. These
actions also serve as a prelude to the novel’s tragic climax, emphasizing the destructive
consequences of illusions and moral ambiguities. Understanding what Daisy was doing during this
pivotal chapter not only enhances comprehension of her character but also provides deeper insights
into the novel’s enduring themes of love, morality, and the American Dream’s fragility. As readers
analyze these early actions, they are invited to reflect on the complex interplay between personal
desire and societal expectation—a tension that remains central to the human experience, both in
Fitzgerald’s time and today.
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