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To Lowest, With The understanding of the leading causes of mortality among young children
crucial for public health officials, policymakers, healthcare providers, and families alike. Identifying
and ranking these causes helps target preventive efforts, allocate resources effectively, and
ultimately save young lives. Childhood mortality remains a significant concern worldwide, especially
in low- and middle-income countries where healthcare disparities and environmental factors
contribute to higher death rates. This comprehensive article explores the primary causes of death
among children under the age of five, ranks them from the highest to the lowest incidence, and
discusses the factors influencing these trends.

Understanding Childhood Mortality: An Overview

Before delving into the ranking, it is essential to understand the context of childhood mortality.
Globally, an estimated 5.4 million children under five died in 2019, according to the World Health
Organization (WHO). The majority of these deaths occur in developing countries, where poverty,
inadequate healthcare infrastructure, and poor sanitation are prevalent. Common causes of death
among young children include infectious diseases, malnutrition, accidents, congenital anomalies,
and complications related to preterm birth.

The causes of childhood mortality are dynamic and influenced by socioeconomic, environmental,
biological, and healthcare system factors. Recognizing patterns and trends enables stakeholders to
implement targeted interventions to reduce preventable deaths.

Ranking of Causes of Death Among Young Children

Based on recent global data from WHO, UNICEF, and other health authorities, the causes of death
among children under five can be ranked from the highest incidence to the lowest as follows:

Lower Respiratory Infections1.

Neonatal Conditions (including preterm birth complications and birth asphyxia)2.

Neonatal Sepsis and Other Infections3.


