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Exploring a specific segment of a play can offer profound insights into its
themes, characters, and literary techniques. The lines "There’s One Did Laugh
In’s Sleep, And One Cried 'Murder!' That They Did" serve as a captivating
excerpt that invites analysis and interpretation. This article delves into
the significance of these lines, their context within the play, and their
broader implications for understanding the work’s narrative and thematic
depth.

---

Understanding the Context of the Lines

Historical and Literary Background
Before analyzing the lines themselves, it is essential to understand the
play's historical and literary context.

- Origin of the Play: Many classic plays, especially those from the
Elizabethan or Jacobean eras, explore themes of human folly, morality, and
societal critique.
- Language and Style: The language used in these lines reflects the stylistic
tendencies of the period—rich in imagery, metaphor, and sometimes dark humor.
- The Play’s Overall Theme: Plays often use moments of comic relief or
intense emotion to highlight larger themes such as innocence, guilt, or the
unpredictability of human nature.

Position of the Lines Within the Play
The specific lines likely occur during a pivotal moment in the narrative.

- Scene Setting: These lines might be part of a scene involving sleep,
dreams, or subconscious revelations.
- Character Dynamics: The reactions—laughter and screams—may reveal
underlying tensions among characters or serve as a reflection of their inner
states.
- Narrative Function: They could function as a comic interlude, a moment of
chaos, or a symbol of moral conflict.

---



Analyzing the Lines Themselves

Literal Meaning
The lines depict two distinct reactions:

1. One Laughing in Sleep: Suggests a moment of humor, perhaps involuntary,
revealing a character’s subconscious amusement or a humorous dream.
2. One Crying 'Murder!': Indicates a scream of terror or accusation, possibly
stemming from a nightmare or an emotional outburst.

Symbolic Significance
Beyond their literal meaning, these lines can be interpreted symbolically.

- Contrasts in Human Experience: The juxtaposition of laughter and screams
highlights the duality of human emotions.
- Dreams as a Reflection of Inner Turmoil: The sleep reactions point to
subconscious fears, guilt, or hidden desires.
- Themes of Justice and Guilt: The cry of 'Murder!' may symbolize guilt or a
perception of violence, whether real or imagined.

Literary Devices in Use
The lines employ several literary techniques:

- Juxtaposition: Placing laughter and screams side by side emphasizes
contrasting emotional states.
- Imagery: The vivid depiction of sleep reactions creates a visceral picture
for the audience.
- Sound Devices: The repetition of exclamations heightens emotional
intensity.

---

Thematic Exploration

Human Nature and Emotion
The lines encapsulate the unpredictability of human responses.

- Laughter in Sleep: Could signify innocence or subconscious joy.
- Screaming 'Murder!': Might reveal fear, guilt, or moral conflict.

Dreams and Reality
The play uses dream sequences or sleep reactions to blur the lines between
reality and fantasy.

- Dreams as Revealed Truths: Characters’ subconscious reactions expose their



true feelings.
- Symbolism of Sleep: Sleep often symbolizes vulnerability, revealing aspects
of characters that are hidden during waking hours.

Conflict and Resolution
These reactions can foreshadow conflict or serve as
catalysts for character development.

- Unresolved Guilt or Fear: The scream could point to
unresolved issues.
- Humor as Relief: Laughter might serve as comic
relief, easing tension.

---

Character Analysis and Development

Possible Characters Involved

Based on the lines, several character archetypes may
be represented:

- The Innocent or Naïve Character: Who laughs in
their sleep, perhaps unaware of underlying issues.
- The Guilt-Ridden or Fearful Character: Who reacts
with a scream of 'Murder!', indicating internal
turmoil.
- The Observer or Narrator: Who comments on or
interprets these reactions.

Revealing Character Traits

The reactions provide insights into characters’
personalities:



- Laughter in Sleep: Suggests a character’s
lighthearted nature or innocence.
- Cry of 'Murder!': Indicates paranoia, guilt, or
high emotional sensitivity.

Impact on Character Development
Such moments often serve as turning points or deepen
character complexity.

---

Implications for the Play's Themes and Message

Exploring Morality and Guilt

The intense reactions may symbolize underlying moral
conflicts.

- Guilt Manifested: The scream may be an
externalization of internal guilt.
- Humor as Defense: Laughter might be a defense
mechanism against guilt or fear.

Human Psychology and Subconscious

The lines highlight the importance of subconscious
states in understanding human behavior.

- Dreams as Windows: The reactions act as windows
into characters’ subconscious minds.
- Emotional Complexity: The contrasting reactions
underscore the complexity of human emotions.



Societal Commentary

The play might be critiquing societal norms regarding
morality, mental health, or human nature.

- Sanity vs. Madness: The line about crying 'Murder!'
could question perceptions of sanity.
- Social Masks: The laughter could symbolize societal
masks hiding true feelings.

---

Conclusion: Significance of Lines 13-16a

The excerpt "There’s One Did Laugh In’s Sleep, And
One Cried 'Murder!' That They Did" encapsulates a
rich tapestry of thematic elements, character
insights, and literary devices. It exemplifies how
moments of heightened emotional response can serve as
powerful tools in storytelling, revealing inner
truths and advancing the narrative. Whether viewed
through the lens of psychological complexity,
thematic symbolism, or character development, these
lines offer a compelling glimpse into the play’s
deeper meanings. Analyzing such segments enhances our
appreciation of theatrical art and its capacity to
mirror the multifaceted nature of human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the lines 'There's One
Did Laugh In's Sleep, And One Cried 'Murder!' that
they did' in the play?

These lines highlight the characters' reactions to an
event or shared experience, possibly indicating



contrasting responses such as amusement and distress,
which reveal their personalities or the tension in
the scene.

How do Lines 13-16a contribute to the development of
the play's themes?

They emphasize themes of fear, guilt, or
psychological conflict by showcasing different
characters' reactions to a disturbing incident,
thereby deepening the play's exploration of human
nature.

What can be inferred about the characters based on
their reactions in these lines?

One character's laughter suggests nervousness or an
attempt to cope, while the one crying 'Murder!'
indicates genuine fear or guilt, revealing
contrasting emotional responses.

In what way might these lines foreshadow future
events in the play?

The reactions—laughter and crying 'Murder!'—could
foreshadow conflicts, accusations, or revelations
that will unfold later, driving the plot forward.

Why might the playwright have included these specific
lines at this point in the play?

To create suspense and character development by
illustrating immediate reactions to a critical
moment, engaging the audience emotionally and setting



up subsequent events.

Are there any symbolic meanings behind the
characters' reactions in these lines?

Yes, the laughter and cry of 'Murder!' can symbolize
the internal struggles of guilt and innocence, or the
thin line between sanity and madness within the
characters.

Additional Resources

Read Lines 13-16a From The Play. There's One Did
Laugh In's Sleep, And One Cried 'Murder!'That They
Did — a seemingly simple instruction that, upon
closer inspection, opens up a rich terrain for
literary analysis, theatrical interpretation, and
understanding character dynamics. This passage,
likely excerpted from a dramatic work, encapsulates a
moment of tension, contrasting reactions, and perhaps
even underlying themes of chaos, innocence, or guilt.
Exploring this segment in detail offers valuable
insight into the play’s narrative fabric, character
motivations, and the playwright’s craft.

---

Understanding the Context of the Passage

Before diving into line-by-line analysis, it’s
essential to contextualize the excerpt. The lines in
question are part of a larger scene that likely
involves multiple characters reacting to an event or
series of events. The mention of one character
“laughing in sleep” and another crying “Murder!”



immediately suggests a scene charged with emotional
or psychological undercurrents.

Key aspects to consider include:

- The setting: Is it a domestic space, a courtroom, a
supernatural environment?
- The characters involved: Who are they? What are
their relationships?
- The tone of the scene: Is it humorous, tragic,
tense, or surreal?
- The overarching themes: Justice, madness,
innocence, guilt, chaos, or the supernatural.

Recognizing these elements helps us interpret the
significance of the lines and the contrasting
reactions.

---

Line-by-Line Breakdown

Lines 13-14: "There’s One Did Laugh In’s Sleep, And
One Cried ‘Murder!’"

The juxtaposition of reactions

This line introduces two distinct reactions among
characters:

- "One Did Laugh In’s Sleep": Indicates a character
who, perhaps unconsciously, is experiencing amusement
or joy during sleep. The act of laughing in sleep
often suggests innocence, a lack of awareness, or
perhaps a subconscious response to a situation.

- "And One Cried ‘Murder!’": Contrasts sharply with
the first reaction. Crying out "Murder!" signals
distress, fear, or guilt. It may be a literal cry, or



a metaphorical one indicating a perception of
injustice or violence.

Literary significance

This contrast serves to highlight the diverse
emotional states within the scene. It might
symbolize:

- The spectrum of human reactions to trauma or chaos.
- The disparity between innocence and guilt.
- The boundary between reality and subconscious or
hallucination.

Lines 15-16a: "That They Did"

This phrase reinforces that these reactions are about
the same event or situation, emphasizing the
diversity of responses.

Implication:

- The reactions are spontaneous and genuine.
- The scene may be depicting a moment of collective
trauma or confusion.

---

Thematic Analysis

Contrasting Reactions as a Reflection of Humanity

The juxtaposition of a laugh during sleep and a cry
of "Murder!" encapsulates the duality of human nature
and emotional response:

- Innocence and ignorance: The laughing character,
possibly unaware of the gravity of the situation,
represents innocence or oblivion.



- Fear and guilt: The character crying "Murder!"
embodies awareness, guilt, or a sense of impending
doom.

This contrast can symbolize the unpredictable ways
humans respond to crisis, trauma, or moral dilemmas.

Possible Symbolism

- Sleep as a metaphor: The laugh in sleep may
symbolize ignorance or denial of reality.
- Crying ‘Murder!’: Could reflect a literal murder in
the play or a figurative expression of moral outrage.

---

The Play’s Dramatic and Thematic Significance

Exploring Character Dynamics

This brief excerpt can reveal much about the
characters involved:

- The Laughing Character: Perhaps a child, an
innocent bystander, or someone disconnected from the
gravity of events.
- The Crying Character: Possibly a victim, a witness,
or someone overwhelmed by guilt.

Their reactions may serve to develop their
personalities or relationships, or to drive the plot
forward.

The Scene’s Mood and Atmosphere

The stark contrast fosters a tense, unsettling mood.
The scene might oscillate between absurdity and
horror, emphasizing the chaos or moral ambiguity
within the play.



---

Literary Devices at Play

Contrast and Juxtaposition

The stark opposition between laughter and crying
heightens emotional tension and underscores thematic
depth.

Irony

There is potential irony in the laughing person being
oblivious to the gravity of the situation, while the
one crying 'Murder!' is perhaps more aware of the
tragedy.

Repetition

The phrase "That They Did" emphasizes that these
reactions are happening simultaneously, adding to the
scene’s intensity.

---

Analyzing the Lines in Performance

Staging and Delivery

- Physical Expression:
- The laughing character might be depicted with
relaxed or unconscious movements.
- The crying character could be visibly distressed,
perhaps trembling or reaching out.

- Vocal Tone:
- The laugh may be soft, genuine, or unnerving.
- The cry of "Murder!" should convey urgency, terror,
or despair.



Impact on Audience

- The contrasting reactions evoke empathy,
discomfort, or reflection.
- The audience is invited to question what is real,
what is imagined, and who is in the right.

---

Broader Interpretations and Theoretical Perspectives

Psychoanalytic View

- The scene could symbolize subconscious
conflicts—repressed guilt or innocence surfacing
during a traumatic event.

Structuralist Approach

- The contrast exemplifies binary oppositions that
underpin the narrative or thematic structure of the
play.

Literary Evolution

- Such scenes echo classic tragedies or comedies
where human reactions are exaggerated to highlight
moral or philosophical themes.

---

Practical Tips for Readers and Performers

For Readers:

- Pay attention to the context surrounding these
lines.
- Consider the characters’ backgrounds and
psychological states.



- Reflect on how these reactions serve the larger
narrative.

For Performers:

- Use physicality and vocal variation to emphasize
contrast.
- Explore the emotional layers behind each reaction.
- Maintain awareness of the scene’s mood and thematic
undercurrents.

---

Conclusion: Unlocking the Layers of a Brief but
Powerful Scene

The lines "There’s One Did Laugh In’s Sleep, And One
Cried ‘Murder!’ That They Did" offer a compact yet
profound glimpse into human psychology, character
dynamics, and thematic complexity within the play.
Whether viewed through a literary, theatrical, or
psychoanalytic lens, this scene invites us to reflect
on the diverse ways individuals respond to chaos,
trauma, or moral crises. It underscores the power of
contrast—between innocence and guilt, laughter and
despair—and reminds us that even in moments of
turmoil, the human psyche manifests a spectrum of
reactions that propel narrative and deepen meaning.

By analyzing and understanding these lines in detail,
readers and performers alike can appreciate the
nuanced craftsmanship of the playwright and the rich
emotional landscape that such a brief excerpt
encapsulates.
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