Read The Excerpt From Act 1, Scene 7
Of The Tragedy Of Macbeth. Lady
Macbeth Is Attempting To Persuade

Read The Excerpt From Act 1, Scene 7 Of The Tragedy Of Macbeth. Lady Macbeth
Is Attempting To Persuade Macbeth to abandon his moral doubts and proceed
with their plan to murder King Duncan. This pivotal moment in Shakespeare’s
tragedy reveals much about the characters’ motivations, the themes of
ambition and morality, and the persuasive tactics used by Lady Macbeth to
influence her husband. Understanding this excerpt provides valuable insight
into the play’s development and the complex relationship between Macbeth and
Lady Macbeth.

Understanding the Context of Act 1, Scene 7

The Political and Personal Stakes

In Act 1, Scene 7, Macbeth grapples with the moral implications of murdering
Duncan. He is torn between his ambition to become king and his conscience
that objects to regicide. Lady Macbeth, on the other hand, is resolute and
eager to see her husband succeed. She questions Macbeth’s masculinity and
resolve, pushing him to overcome his doubts for the sake of their mutual
ambition.

The Character Dynamics

This scene highlights the power dynamic between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth.
Lady Macbeth’'s manipulation and persuasion showcase her influence over her
husband, as well as her own ruthless nature. Macbeth’s internal conflict and
wavering resolve demonstrate his moral dilemma and the influence that
external pressures have on him.

Analyzing Lady Macbeth’s Persuasive Techniques

Challenging Macbeth’s Masculinity

Lady Macbeth employs a gendered argument, questioning Macbeth’s manhood to
provoke him into action. She asserts that he is not a real man if he lacks
the courage to seize power through murder. This tactic appeals to her
perception of masculinity as strength and bravery.



e “When you durst do it, then you were a man.”

e “And, to be more than what you were, you would be so much more the man.”

Undermining Moral Hesitation

Lady Macbeth dismisses Macbeth’s moral concerns about killing Duncan by
asserting that such doubts are unmanly and weak. She emphasizes the
importance of ambition over morality, encouraging Macbeth to cast aside his
conscience.

e “What beast was ’'t, then, that made you break this enterprise to me?”

e “T have no spur to prick the sides of my intent, but only vaulting
ambition, which overleaps itself and falls on the other.”

Using Emotional Appeal and Confidence

Lady Macbeth’s speech is filled with confidence and emotional appeal,
convincing Macbeth that the act is not only necessary but also justifiable.
She portrays the murder as a step towards greatness and power.

e “T have given suck, and know how tender ’'tis to love the baby that milks
me."

e “Come, you spirits that tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here.”

Macbeth’s Internal Conflict and Response

His Hesitation and Moral Dilemma

Macbeth’s internal conflict is evident in his wavering resolve. He recognizes
the evil of regicide and fears the consequences, including divine punishment
and chaos. His famous soliloquy in this scene reveals his deep moral
reservations.



His Susceptibility to Lady Macbeth’s Persuasion

Despite his doubts, Macbeth is ultimately persuaded by Lady Macbeth'’s
arguments and emotional appeals. Her manipulation over his masculinity and
ambition overcomes his moral hesitation, leading him toward the tragic path.

The Significance of the Excerpt in the Play’s
Development

Foreshadowing Macbeth’s Downfall

This scene foreshadows Macbeth’s descent into tyranny and moral decay. His
willingness to consider murder marks the beginning of his tragic downfall.

Highlighting Themes of Ambition and Power

Lady Macbeth’s persuasion underscores the destructive power of unchecked
ambition. Her relentless push demonstrates how desire for power can override
moral boundaries.

Thematic Analysis of Lady Macbeth’s Persuasion

Ambition Versus Morality

Lady Macbeth encourages Macbeth to prioritize ambition over morality,
illustrating a central theme of the play: the corrupting influence of
unchecked ambition.

Gender Roles and Expectations

Her challenge to Macbeth’s masculinity reflects societal gender expectations
of the time, where strength and bravery were associated with manhood. Lady
Macbeth’s rejection of traditional femininity as weakness further emphasizes
this theme.

The Power of Persuasion and Manipulation

Her rhetorical skills demonstrate how persuasion can influence decision-
making, especially when combined with emotional appeals and societal
expectations.



Conclusion: The Impact of the Scene on
Macbeth’s Tragic Trajectory

The excerpt from Act 1, Scene 7, is a critical juncture in Shakespeare’s
tragedy. Lady Macbeth’s persuasive tactics effectively sway Macbeth, pushing
him toward committing regicide. This act sets off a chain of events that lead
to Macbeth’s eventual downfall, illustrating how persuasion, ambition, and
morality intertwine in the play. Understanding this scene deepens our
appreciation of the play’s complex characters and themes, highlighting the
destructive power of unchecked ambition and the influence of persuasive
rhetoric.

Further Reading and Analysis

For those interested in exploring this scene further, consider examining:

e Different interpretations of Lady Macbeth’s character and her persuasive
methods.

e The role of gender expectations in shaping the characters' actions.

e The moral implications of persuasion and manipulation in literature.

By analyzing these aspects, readers can gain a richer understanding of
Shakespeare’s masterful portrayal of psychological and societal forces at
play in Macbeth.

This comprehensive exploration of Lady Macbeth’s attempt to persuade Macbeth
in Act 1, Scene 7, showcases the scene’s importance in understanding the
characters, themes, and tragic trajectory of the play.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Lady Macbeth's main strategy in persuading
Macbeth in Act 1, Scene 7 of Macbeth?

Lady Macbeth questions Macbeth's masculinity and resolve, challenging him to
demonstrate his ambition and resolve by following through with their plan to
murder King Duncan.

How does Lady Macbeth manipulate Macheth's sense of



honor and bravery?

She insults his courage and masculinity, implying that he is less of a man if
he does not pursue the throne, thereby pressuring him to set aside his
doubts.

What reasons does Lady Macheth give for insisting
that Macbeth proceed with the murder?

She argues that their ambition is justified, and that delaying the deed will
only bring regret, emphasizing the importance of acting decisively to achieve
their goals.

How does Lady Macbeth respond to Macheth's
hesitation about killing Duncan?

She dismisses his doubts as weakness and questions his manhood, urging him to
be strong and take action for the sake of their future.

What rhetorical devices does Lady Macbeth use to
persuade Macheth?

She employs rhetorical questions, insults, and appeals to his ambition and
sense of legacy to influence him.

What is Macbeth's initial reaction to Lady Macheth's
persuasion in this scene?

Macbeth is conflicted and hesitant, feeling the weight of morality and guilt,
but Lady Macbeth's persuasion begins to sway his resolve.

Why is Lady Macbeth eager for Macheth to follow
through with the murder?

She is driven by her own ambition and desire for power, and she fears that
Macbeth's moral hesitation might prevent their plans from succeeding.

How does Lady Macheth challenge Macbeth's
masculinity throughout their conversation?

She questions his manhood and bravery, implying that true men should be
capable of taking bold action, and she taunts him to prove his strength.

What does Lady Macbeth's persuasion reveal about her



character?

It shows her as ambitious, manipulative, and willing to override moral
considerations to achieve her goals.

How does this scene set the tone for the rest of
Macheth's character development?

Lady Macbeth's influence highlights Macbeth's internal conflict and
susceptibility to manipulation, foreshadowing his moral decline and tragic
downfall.

Additional Resources

Read The Excerpt From Act 1, Scene 7 Of The Tragedy Of Macbeth: An
Investigative Analysis of Lady Macbeth’s Persuasion Tactics

Introduction

William Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Macbeth remains one of the most
compelling explorations of ambition, power, and moral corruption in English
literature. Among its pivotal moments is Act 1, Scene 7, where Lady Macbeth
endeavors to persuade her husband to proceed with regicide to fulfill their
ambitions of kingship. This scene not only exemplifies the intricate
psychological pushes and pulls between characters but also offers a window
into gender dynamics, moral ambiguity, and the power of persuasion. This
article aims to dissect the excerpt from this scene in detail, exploring Lady
Macbeth’s rhetorical strategies, the thematic undercurrents, and the scene’s
broader significance within the tragedy.

Contextualizing the Scene within the Play

Before delving into the excerpt itself, understanding its placement within
the narrative is essential. In Act 1, Scene 7, Macbeth oscillates between
ambition and conscience. He contemplates the morality and consequences of
murdering King Duncan but hesitates, haunted by doubts and fears of
repercussions. Lady Macbeth, on the other hand, emerges as a dominant force,
determined to push her husband toward action. Her manipulation hinges on her
unwavering resolve and her ability to challenge Macbeth's masculinity and
resolve.

This scene serves as a critical turning point, marking the shift from
internal conflict to external action. The persuasive tactics Lady Macbeth
employs not only reveal her character but also set the tone for subsequent
events—highlighting themes of influence, guilt, and the destructive nature of



unchecked ambition.

The Persuasion Strategy: Analyzing Lady Macbeth’s Tactics
1. Challenging Masculinity and Courage

Lady Macbeth’'s language is crafted to undermine Macbeth’s sense of manhood.
She questions his courage, suggesting that his hesitations reveal a lack of
masculinity:

> "When you durst do it, then you were a man;
> And to be more than what you were, you would
> Be so much more the man."

Analysis:

This rhetorical device hinges on societal definitions of masculinity,
equating bravery with moral action. By framing Macbeth’s doubts as a weakness
of manhood, Lady Macbeth appeals to his desire to be perceived as strong and
courageous. This tactic plays on gender expectations prevalent in Elizabethan
society, where masculinity was often linked to violence and decisiveness.

2. Diminishing Moral Concerns

Lady Macbeth dismisses Macbeth’s moral reservations, asserting that moral
scruples are secondary to ambition:

> "We will proceed no further in this business."
> "If we should fail?"
> "We have scorched the snake, not killed it."

Analysis:

Her dismissive language minimizes the gravity of regicide, framing it as a
necessary step toward their goal. The metaphor of “scorching the snake”
suggests that they have merely hurt a dangerous creature, not eliminated the
threat entirely. This diminishes Macbeth’s fears about the moral and
practical consequences, fostering a sense of inevitability and daring him to
proceed.

3. Reframing the Act as a Noble Duty

Lady Macbeth appeals to a sense of honor and destiny:
> "Art thou afeard

> To be the same in thine own act and valor

> As thou art in desire?"

Analysis:



By equating action with valor and desire, she attempts to align Macbeth’s
aspirations with noble virtues. She implies that failing to act would be a
betrayal of his own ambitions and identity. This reframing turns moral
hesitation into a personal failing, pressuring Macbeth to reconcile his
internal conflict.

4. Personal Invective and Emotional Appeal

Lady Macbeth employs direct insults and emotional appeals to manipulate her
husband:

> "Screw your courage to the sticking-place,
> And we’ll not fail."

Analysis:

The metaphor of “screw your courage” suggests tightening or strengthening
resolve, emphasizing the need for unwavering commitment. Her tone is both
commanding and emotionally charged, designed to evoke a sense of urgency and
resolve in Macbeth.

Thematic Underpinnings in Lady Macbeth’s Persuasion
The Role of Gender and Power

Lady Macbeth’s invocation of gender roles is central to her persuasive
approach. She questions Macbeth’s manhood to ignite his pride and sense of
masculinity. Her language reflects societal expectations, where strength and
violence are gendered traits, and her challenge aims to redefine Macbeth’s
identity.

Ambition and Moral Ambiguity

Her encouragement blurs moral boundaries, emphasizing ambition over morality.
She dismisses conscience as a weakness, positioning the murder as a justified
act to achieve greatness. This ethical relativism underscores the tragic
dimension of the play, illustrating how ambition can corrupt moral judgment.
The Influence of Persuasion and Manipulation

The scene exemplifies masterful persuasion, where rhetoric and emotional
manipulation override moral hesitation. Lady Macbeth’s tactics demonstrate

how influence—through language, tone, and societal expectations—can compel
individuals to commit heinous acts.

Literary Devices and Rhetorical Techniques

Metaphors and Imagery



- “Scorch the snake” — Conveys that they have only wounded their target,
emphasizing the need for complete action.

- “Screw your courage” — Suggests tightening resolve, evoking imagery of
mechanical precision and strength.

Repetition and Parallelism

Repetition of phrases like “no further” underscores her determination and the
urgency she seeks to instill.

Rhetorical Questions

Questions such as “Art thou afeard?” serve to confront Macbeth with his
internal fears, framing hesitation as weakness.

Imperatives

Commands like “Screw your courage” are direct and forceful, compelling
Macbeth to act.

Broader Significance of the Scene

A Study in Psychological Manipulation

Lady Macbeth’'s persuasion is a textbook example of psychological influence.
Her skillful use of language targets Macbeth’s insecurities and aspirations,
illustrating how persuasion can override moral considerations.
Foreshadowing of Tragedy

Her relentless push foreshadows the destructive consequences of unchecked
ambition and moral corruption. The scene marks the beginning of Macbeth’s
moral descent, driven by external influence.

Reflection of Gender Dynamics

The scene also invites discussion on gender roles—how Lady Macbeth’s

challenge to masculinity reflects societal expectations, and how her
dominance over her husband underscores themes of gender power.

Critical Reception and Interpretations
Historical Perspectives
Scholars have debated Lady Macbeth’s persuasive tactics, viewing her as

either a manipulative villain or a complex character driven by her own
ambitions. Her rhetorical strength demonstrates her influence, but also hints



at her own vulnerabilities.
Modern Interpretations

Contemporary productions often emphasize Lady Macbeth’'s persuasive power,
exploring her psychological depth and the emotional toll of her
manipulations. Some interpret her as a tragic figure, victim to societal
pressures and her own ambition.

Literary Significance

The scene remains a masterclass in persuasive rhetoric, illustrating how
language can shape moral choices and influence human behavior—a theme as
relevant today as in Shakespeare’s time.

Conclusion

The excerpt from Act 1, Scene 7 of Macbeth offers a profound insight into the
art of persuasion and the complex interplay of gender, ambition, and
morality. Lady Macbeth’s strategic use of language—challenging masculinity,
minimizing moral concerns, and appealing to honor-serves as a catalyst for
the tragic events that follow. Her manipulative tactics exemplify the
destructive power of persuasive speech, highlighting the dangerous allure of
unchecked ambition when coupled with societal expectations. As an
investigative analysis, this scene underscores the enduring relevance of
Shakespeare’s exploration of influence, morality, and human psychology,
cementing its place as a pivotal moment in the tragic arc of Macbeth.

Note: For readers interested in a deeper understanding, examining the full
excerpt, along with critical commentaries, can enrich appreciation of Lady
Macbeth’s persuasive mastery and its impact on the play’s trajectory.
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